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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand ol  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755.  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
ivere  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says:  "I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  co.it.  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

Alter  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  tall  of  Fort  Duqr.esne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
10  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
,utive  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Manila  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
't  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress  of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia.Sept.  5,  i774,tosei  me  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  to,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  Jane  10,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  1 1  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  militarj  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  even  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  ye  1  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  -lined  liberty  for  the  greatest 
■ih.  On  Dec.  23,  17S3,  Washington,  in 
a  part:'  ;  of  surpassing  beau1'.,  resi]  ned  his 
««• ■ : . 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  10 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  lite. 

In  February,  17S9,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  ot  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  vt  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  lie  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  1  2,  he  took 
a  seveie  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  will  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  lo  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Wa  was  unusally  tali,  erect 

and  well    proportioned.      His  muscular    strength  was 

great.     His  features  were   of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 

He  commanded   respect   without   any   appearance  of 

latightiness,  and  ever  serious  v  ithput  being  dull. 
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games,  s]X)rts,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  State-;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777.  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
1>.  ised  him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  c  mis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Tan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  vet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot, he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1 7 85,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
5t  tes,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
hi-  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  Tune.  17SS. 

When  Washington  was  first  1  hosen  President,  John 
Ad. mis,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vii  e  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1706,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
'■■d  President, though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While    Mr.  Adams  was  Vice   Pre;                 e    great 
~4« ■ 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  Kngland  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  i-  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supjiorting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrim?ge,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence forever."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in.  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious founh  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  von  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  Tt  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manife-.ts.was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Teffer-' 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  us  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  1,  1794.  In  1797, he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adam?,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  ot 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1S26,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  pait  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer. 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  airof  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  lair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
uas  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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James  madison. 


intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  hind,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gie^s,  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia   Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
Hut  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  witli  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  fust,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1 7 X < ^ . 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
mi  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  s<><  ietv 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1S12,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  ig  13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navyr  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with,  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
18 13,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted  ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  yea  is  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1815, the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  ai  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  tin  re 
mainderof  his  days.  On  June  28,  183d,  then  al  the 
age  ul  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1S49. 
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JAMES  MONROE. 


he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeplyas  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which -now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  prim  i- 
ples  (if  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
lis  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  Freni  h 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  wis  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
I  iped  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
bv  app  linting  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  wis  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 

-*• 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  \eais.  He  was  again  sent  to  Prance  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tneir  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  hut  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  lie  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  ot 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  ele<  - 
tion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  tS;;,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "Monroe  doctrine.'' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1^3.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  lonsider  any  attempt 
on  tile  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  ol  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  bv  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediateh  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  "here  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  Vork  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law,      hi  that  city  he  died, on  the   4th   of   July,   1S.J1. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  havingful- 
rilled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1S02,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  year--, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1S04.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting out  Bag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resig  - 
ing  his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1S09. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies,  it  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March.  1S17.  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  M; 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  iSig,  for  the  United  States.  <  )n  the 
18th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

•  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
le  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward    his  name.     It    was    an   exciting   campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.     Andrew  Jackson    re- 
ceived ninety  nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty  -one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
As  there  was  no   choice  by    the   people,  the 
•ion  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.     Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.   Adams,   and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
:d  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
There  is  nothing   more  disgraceful  in 
itn  than  the  abuse  whit  h 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1S29,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slaver\-  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1S30,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  'I  he 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  partv  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  dating  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination  ; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  ac<  ustomed  to  repeat  everv  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prayer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  st  of  February,  1S4S,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
3,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
d  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  sensele>s.  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  tin-  end  of  earth  .-"then  after  a  moment's 
e  he  added,  "lam   con-  These  were   the 

ds  of    the    grand     "Old     Mm     Eloquent." 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight   hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the.  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  fjr  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  181 2  with  lireat  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Birr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred ujxjn  him.  Just  at  that  time  Cren.  (ackscn 
offeied  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at   Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez:  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  ('.en.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "<  >M   Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
whii  h  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged. 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
ling  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Cren.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  .1 
tance,  gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong forcon 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter tit  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men.  Gen.  [ackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  m  a  marc  h  of  eleven 
1!  ed  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka    or 

Horse-shoe,  on  fhe  27th  of  Mari  It.  1814.     The  :  - 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  tight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterrifric  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men.  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  [ackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Oen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  lo^s  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
los^  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six   hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but, in  1S24, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
-  1  1  essful  in  the  election  of  18 28,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1S29,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country:  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  S,  1S45.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  lac  k- 
son's    life   were   that   of  n    devoted  Christian    man. 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage "  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  he  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  r82i  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
"State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  (.'lav,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
lew  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  iS;,r,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused    to    ratify   the   nomination,    and   he   returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson  ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite; and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive. On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  rS4S, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  r84r,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  -ears,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  witli  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator:  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  2.8,  18 12,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompanied  by  a  shower  of   bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
Cus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  .1 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routine    the    fas, 

<• : 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can - 
.nils,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  the->e  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

it  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharinp 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  earned  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  lie  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1  Si 9,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren 's  term,  he  was  re-noinirutcd  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  be  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  anv  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States, 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jet- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  audit  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
lor  the  better  education  of  fus  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  ot  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Hanisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  No'.th:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  whic  h  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic- welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccomm  inded  .1 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  ,1  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States, 
The  President,  after  ten  days' delay,  returned  it  with 
his   veto.       lit-    suggested,    however,   that   he    ■-. 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  ".vas  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  addiess  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  \Vhigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  tothe  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  telief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  o\er  which  he  had 
once   presided,    he    was  taken    sick   and   soon   died. 
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:ourteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  jo\  s  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1S23,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United   States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co..  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1S25,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1S39,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March.  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, iS39,took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  h 
nature  to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,' declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.   In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Xueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
(he  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation," 
then  of  "in  vision,  "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  was  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right:  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twentv  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,111  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by   his  countrymen. 
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ZAClIARY  TAYLOR. 


tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1S36,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government ;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

Afier  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
the  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

Tne  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Visia 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de 
1  hiring  that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one   whose    name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

( 1-en.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  ol 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  t  ritic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'touch  witli  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving  contempt    for   learnirg  of  eveiy   kind." 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  everi'  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1S23,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1S26,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  till, — Miss  Abigail   Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degri  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  wliii  h  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  sin  (  ess.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  ti  1  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  vear  1S47, 
he    was    elected   Comptroller    of    the    State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesof  Zachary  Taylor  ar.d  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March.  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States 

On  the  9th  of  Inly,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
li\  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
1  ordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.   V,  March   8,    1874. 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1S3S,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pien  e  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1S47. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  offii  e  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1  2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  den.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
elector. il  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pieice 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   on    the  4th   of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conflict"  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  lie  had  tver  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  oae  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by   his    material    bounty. 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
trom  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  tien.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Folk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  i  ross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  oi  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  whii  h 
our  country  lias  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advoi  ates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
reived  1 14  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  ( )n 
March    4th,     1857,  Mr.    Buchanan   was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergen!  y,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.     He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  tlie  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  owe.  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  1S60;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston ;  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Exei  utive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  In  agony,  waiting  lor  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his   Wheatland    retreat,    June    1,    1868. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  tney  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak,  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  .1  load  of  book,,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1S39  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  r 85 8  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history-  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
(  reated  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  16th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  II  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
1  imminent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  as  lit  tie  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  servi.  es 
to  lus  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  daj  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon   this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  fraught 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  HarrisLmrg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
halt-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  thcirCon- 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 
In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  thern.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant; 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  <  ity.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witn  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  country- 
men being  unable   to   decide    which   is    the   greater. 
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ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1S57,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1S45,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1S50,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  ptide  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic  ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  figdeaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  i8l-j,  ne 
ivas  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.  In 
1  64,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15, 
1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
/'.lev  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  lie  punished."  Vet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 

4* 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though impotently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency.  The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
ot  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  v.  M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville, on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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June,  1861,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  tiie  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 
Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
i:!s  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,    1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  L'nion  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1 868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  ?r4  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1S72, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being    cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  U nited   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  anl 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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I  >RD  B.    II  W  1  S, 
IS  the    nineteenth   Presiden 
gi  the  I  i  irn  in 

V   I  Delaware,  » '..  <  >>  t  i.  1 822,  al- 
•  hree    month  :   after   the 
™  death  "i"  his  father,  Ruth 
II  I  lis    am  estry   on    both 

the  p  iternal  md  maternal 
■  '•  "I     was  of  the  mosl    honorable  char- 
icter.     It  '  .in  be  trai  ed,  it  is  said, 
as  farb  ickas  1280,  *  hei   1 1 
Rutherford  wei  'ish  chief- 

i  bj    side   with 

.  Willi. uu  Wallace  and    R 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobilil  states, 

.md  had  ■•  ing.     Misfor- 

tune overtaking  the  family,  Geoi    ■   Hayes  lefl    : 
led  hi  Windsor,  <  bnn.     1 1 
■in   in   Windsor,  and  remained  there 
g  his  life      Daniel  Hay    ,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried S  hi  the  rime  ol  Ins  mar- 
until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn,     Ezekiel, 
I  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  mat 
turer of  scythes  al  Btadford,  Conn.  Rutherford  II 

i  indfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  H  rmer, 

blacksmith    and    tavern-keeper.        He   emigl    ted    to 
"nt  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattli 

ilished  a  hotel.      Here    his    son    Ruth- 
the  father  of  President  II 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13, 1 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  who  erni- 

i  thither  from    '  having 

anion-  the  wealthie  la  lorwi«  h. 

itry  on  the  m 
to  John  Birchard,  oni  of  the  principal  foui 
of  Norwich.     Both  of  her  grandfathers  wei 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  fathi  idem  1 1  13      n       in  industi  1 

frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.     II.  me- 

chanical turn,  and  could  mend  .1  plow,  kni- 

or  do  almo>t  anything  else   that   he  rho-  - 
undertake.      II     W  IS  a  member  of  the  Chui 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  th<  I 

1    hi-,  business  on  Christian  principli 

if  the  war  of  1 81 2, 1  1  s  inexplicable 

to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved 

The  Jon  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  thai 

when  there  were   no  canals,  .   nor   railfl 

(Fair.      \  tour  61  i 
first  made.  ir  months.   Mr.  Hayes  deter- 

mined to  1  Delaw         where  the  famil 

tim  of  malatiai 
than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
f  whom  we  now  write.  Mr-  II  yes,  in  1 

•id  the  support  she  so  much  need 
her  brother  >.irdis.  who  had   been   a   member  of   the 

leparture  from 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom    she  had   ad 

irity. 
Mrs    11  tyes  at  this  )>eriod  was  very  weak,  and  the 


•»►     ■     «» 


t 


*-ll-»- 


■•► 


RUTHERFORD  B.  HAYES. 


subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right!  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "  You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  1  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1S25,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of   his   character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education  ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, ami  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  bit  he 
was  afterwards  -.cut  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  183S,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in    1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  ol  law  in  the  offii  e  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  lie  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1S45,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  1'.  Buckland,  of  Fremont  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  a<  quiring  but  a  limited  practii  e, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  In-  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, hi s  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  fames  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  asTiief  Justice  Salmon  P.Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  lon^  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1S56  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
(  (ctober,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  Au-ust,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "forgallant  and  distinguished  fervii  1  3 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  lie  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  ami)  ;  but  he  filially  declared.  "  I 
shall  never  1  oine  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  Fie  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

lv:  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in    1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
had  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hewever,  with  satisfaction  to  h'.s  party, 
but  his  admir.'stration  was  an  average  or 
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JAMES  A.  GARFIELD. 


"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  n,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1S56, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  ( >hio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humj)hrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  to,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
iu  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  memberof  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-Tohn 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  history  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,   where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  liis  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  18S0,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention- 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  On 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  ba<  k. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  nofurthei 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthlully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  Foreighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  s u r ;  ■ 
ingly  great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed   the  foul  deed. 
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CHESTER  A.  ARTHUR. 


followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  ( Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's^term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  Yoik,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not   indeed  one  of  national   extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  |ulv, 
20,  [878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  ( lollei  tor  Men  111. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  ol  t lie  leading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  [881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  cue  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those,  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
111  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy   relieved   President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the   world,   as    never 
before   in    its    history   over  the  death   of    any   other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.     Then  it  became    the   duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to   assume    the   responsibilities   of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath   in    New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1 88 1.     The   position   was   an    embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so   from   the   facts  that    all 
eves  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he   would  se- 
lec  t  as  advisers.     The  duties  of  the  office  had   been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's   long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him  ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail   to  realize  under  what  circumstances   he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many   on 
this  point.   Under  these  trying circumstan<  es  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government   in  his  own 
hands;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,    he   happily    surprised   the    nation,   acting  so 
wisely    that    but    few    criticised    his    administration. 
He    served    the   nation    well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and   was 
a   popular   candidate   before   his    party   for  a  second 
term.      His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention   at    Chicago,  and   was  received  with   great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
ol  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been    selected   as  the  standard-bearer  of  his   party 
for  another  campaign.      He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American   peo- 
ple, whom   he   had   served   in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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S.   G ROVER  CLEVELAND. 


calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
ne  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him ;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious !  "  remarked 
the  old  gentleman;  "do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any. 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  writle  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1SS1  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 
-*• 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  ftom  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
1 1,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
Iand  resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  18S5,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  18S5.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York  ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin  ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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ENJ  \.MIN  HARRISON,  the 
twenty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Mnjoi  <  leneral 
1  [arrison,  ":!<■  of   Oliver 

(  well's   i  rusted    follow- 

litcrs.  In  the  zenith  of  Ci om- 
wcll's  power  ii  became  the  duty  of  tlii* 
Harrison  in  participate  in  the  trial  nf 
(  h.'ii les  I.  and  afterward  to  -i^n  the 
death  warrant  ol  the  kim;.  1 1 « -  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  «iili  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct,  13,  16C0.  His  descendants 
came  i"  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  thai  appears  in  historj  is  Benja- 
cU  inin  I  [arrison,  of  Virgin  ind- 

father  <>(  the  subject  of  this  sketch, and 
after  whom    he  was   named,      Bcnj  imin    1 1 
was  i  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  di 
the  years   1771  5  6,  and   was  one  of  tin 
signers  of  the   1  teelaration   of   lnd<  ;  lb- 

«:i-  three  times  elected  Governor  of  N  irginin. 
Gen.    William   Henry    Harrison,  the  son  of  tin' 
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BENJAMIN  HARRISON. 


decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession.    He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  18G0  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker.  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1 802  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
but  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ing Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  term.  lie  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
fever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  lien.  Harrison  declined  a  re-election  as 
reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1876 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
feated, the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
pecially in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part-  in  the  campaign, 
and  was  elected  to  the  Dnited  States  Senate.  Here 
he  served  six  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
ablest  men.  best   lawyers  and  strongest   debaters    in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rauk  of  American    orators   and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  ureal  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti- 
slavery  man.  and  was  matched  against  some  of  the 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  desired  to 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  eloquence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark, 
lie  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  splen- 
did type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  with 
( I  nick  perceptions  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the   Nation.     .Many  of  these  speeches 

sparkled  with  the  rare-1   of  eloquence  and  contained 

arguments  of  greatesl  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  a]  horisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yel  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  of  the  da  v. 
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from  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  The  territory  was 
valuable  for  its  rich  agricultural  lands;  but  the  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Maumee  River,  where  now  stands  the  nourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  within  its  limits  The  town 
originally  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  February,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over 
the  territory  in  question;  erected  townships  and 
directed  them  to  hold  elections  in  April  following.  It 
also  directed  Governor  Lucus  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  the  day  to  commence  the 
survey.  Acting  Governor  Mason,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  sent 

■  a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  imme- 
diate action  by  that  body  to  anticipate  and  counteract 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.  Accordingly,  on  the  1  2th 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an  act  making  it  a 
criminal  offence,  punishable  by  a  heavy  fine,  or  im- 
prisonment, for  any  one  to  attempt  to  exercise  any 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  office  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan,  under  or  by  virture  of  any  au- 
thority not  derived  from  the  Territory,  or  the  United 
States.  On  the  9th  of  March,  Governor  Mason  wrote 
General  Brown,  then  in  command  of  the  Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,  arrived  at 
Perrysburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surveying 

I  the  Harris  line.  He  was  accompanied  by  General 
Bell  and  staff,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who  proceeded  to 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of  about  600  men.  This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  and 
equipped.  The  force  then  went  into  camp  at  Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  800  to  1200 
strong,  and  were  in  possession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown's  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  J.  J.  Ullman,  of  Con- 
stantine,  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broad m an,  of 
Detroit,    and    Alpheus   Felch,  of    Monroe,    Aids-de- 

ti  amp.  When  Governor  Lucas  observed  the  deter- 
mined bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and   took   note 


of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  "  watching  over  the  border.'' 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  exhilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  peace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  commissioners  submitted  proposi- 
tions for  their  consideration. 

Governor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  possession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however,  Governor 
Mason  partially  followed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 

Governor  Lucus  now  supposed  that  his  way  was 
clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 
out being  molested,  and  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  the  proceedings.  General  Brown  sent 
scouts  through  the  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  report  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  within  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  a  posse,  suddenly  made 
his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  portion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners, 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
General  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governor  Lu<  as  called  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature.  But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  "  war."  The  question  continued  for  sometime 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  opposing  parties ;  and  the 
action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited.  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,  and  accept 
ui    return   the   Northern     Peninsula,    which    she    did. 
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and  attracted  great  attention,  endorsing,-  in  strongest 
a, id  most  emphatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dent Madison.  Daring  the  period  from  1804  to  1814 
the  two  law  students,  Woodbridge  and  Cass,  had  be- 
come widely  separated.  The  latter  was  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  under  the  historic  "Governor 
and  judges"  plan,  with  the  indispensable  requisite  of  a 
Secretary  of  the  Territorry.  This  latter  position  was, 
in  18 1 4,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  tendered  to 
Mr.  \V.  He  accepted  the  position  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  entered  upon  its  duties  as  soon  as  he  could 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  leaving  Ohio. 
The  office  of  Secretary  involved  also  the  duties  of 
rolleetorof  customs  at  the  port  of  Detroit,  and  during 
the  frequent  absences  of  the  Governor,  the  dischargeof 
of  his  duties,  also  including  those  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Mr.  \Y.  officiated  as  Governor  for 
about  two  years  out  of  the  eight  years  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary  Under  the  administration  of  "Gov- 
ernor and  Judges,"  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
preferred  for  economical  reasons,  to  continue  some  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  popular 
representative  system,  they  were  allowed  no  delegate 
in  Congress.  Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  informal  agent  of 
the  people,  by  correspondence  and  also  by  a  visit  to 
the  National  capital,  so  clearly  set  forth  the  demand 
for  representation  by  a  delegate,  that  an  act  was 
passedin  Congress  in  iSigauthorizingone  to  be  chosen. 
Under  this  act  Mr.  W.  was  elected  by  the concurren<  e 
of  all  parties.  His  first  action  in  Congress  was  to  secure 
the  passage  of  a  bill  recognizing  and  confirming  the 
old  French  land  titles  in  the  Territory  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  another  for  the 
construction  of  a  Government  road  through  the  "black 
swamps"  from  the  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  open- 
ing a  means  of  land  transit  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan. He  was  influential  in  securing  the  passage  of 
bills  for  the  construction  of  Government  roads  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Bay.  The  ex- 
pedition for  the  exploration  of  the  country  around 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, projected  by  Governor  Cass,  was  set  on  fool 
by  means  of  representations  made  to  the  head  of  the 
department  by  Mr.  W.  While  in  Congress  he  stren- 
uously maintained  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  strip 
of  territory  now  forming  the  northern  boundary  of 
1  >hio,  which  formed  the  subject  of  such  grave  dispute 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  into  the  Union.  He  served 
but  one  term  as  delegate  to  Congress,  de- 
clining further  service  on  account  of  personal  and 
family  considerations.  Mr.  \V.  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Territory  up  to  the  time 
its  Government  passed  into  the  "second  grade." 

In     1824,    he    was    appointed    one  of  a   board     of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  private  land   1  laims  in 


the  Territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  having  the  best  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  j 828,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Governor,  Judges  and  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  succeed  Hon.  James  With- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judge  of  what  is  conven- 
tionally called  the  "Supreme  Court"  of  the  Territory. 
This  court  was  apparently  a  continuation  of  the  Terri- 
torial Court,  under  the  "first  grade"  or  "Governor  and 
Judges"  system.  Although  it  was  supreme  in  its  ju- 
dicial functions  within  the  Territory,  its  powers  and 
duties  were  of  a  very  general  character. 

In  1832,  the  term  of  his  appointment  as  Judge  ex- 
piring, President  Jackson  appointed  a  successor,  it  is 
supposed  on  political  grounds,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.  The 
partisan  feeling  of  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 
tory, and  its  people  began  to  think  of  assuming  the 
dignity  of  a  State  government.  Party  lines  becom- 
ing very  sharply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Whigs  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1835,  which  formed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  1S37  he  was  elected  a  member  of  tv  e  State  Senate. 

This  sketch  has  purposely  dealt  somewhat  in  detail 
witli  what  may  be  called  Judge  W's.  earlier  career, 
because  it  is  closely  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  State,  and  the  development  of  its  politi- 
cal system.  Since  the  organization  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment the  history  of  Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
hence  no  review  of  Judge  W's  career  as  Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.  He  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  1839,  under  a  popular  impression  that  the 
affairs  of  the  State  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Democrats.  He  served  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

His  term  in  the  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical life,  although  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
prominent  men  for  the  Whig  nomination  for  Vice 
President  in  1848. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Judge  in  1828,  Gov- 
ernor W.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Wells,  a 
short  distance  below  what  was  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Both  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications,  Governor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  language;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logical  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sion, fudge  W.  was  a  Congregatipnalist.  His  opinions 
on  all  subjects  were  decided;  he  was  earnest  and 
energetic,  courteous  and  dignified,  and  at  times  ex- 
hibited a  vein  of  fine  humor  that  was  the  more  at- 
tractive because  not  too  often  allowed  to  come  to  the 
surface.  His  letters  and  addresses  show  adeepand 
earnest  affe<  lion  not  only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  home  of  his  adoption  and  fur  friends  and  family 
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Governoi 

Jan    3,  184  Jan.   5, 
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ham,  Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
he  becann  1  his 

father's     farm,     and     pursuing 
studie  ime      I  !<■  mar- 

ried Mary  Kidd  .  Vt., 

and   in    1824  went  to  G         ia,   Vt., 
where  he  had  1  idemj 

for   two  years,  meanwhile   studying 
law.     He  afterw  in  law 

that  State.   While  he  was  in  Georgia  he  was  I 
lime  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff,  with  the  title 
Pernor's  Vid,  andal  what  earlier  p 

1  laptain  of  a  company  of  State  militia.     In 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  White  Pig 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I    W 
Willard. 

r^  after,  i  834,  Mi    Ban 

—  


stantine  and  contini  He 
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in    1831,   and   held     the  offii 
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of  the  first  constitutional 
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and  showed   hi  'han 

ordinary  ability. 

Upon  Michigan  •    into  the    I'nion. 

Mr    B 
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■  1  of  the  I  ■  that  they  looked  to  him 
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of  students.  The  Michigan  Central  and  Michigan 
Southern  railroads  were  being  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  everywhere  noticeable.  In  1842, 
the  number  of  pupils  reported  as  attending  the  public 
schools  was  nearly  fifty-eight  thousand.  In  1843,  a 
State  land  office  was  established  at  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  with  the  charge  and  disposition  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  State  In  1844,  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  State  was  found  to  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  tax  being  at  the 
rate  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  expenses  of  the 
State  were  only  seventy  thousand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  time  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  income 
was  ample  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  University  debt ; 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  the  State  was  able 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Efforts  were 
made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  common  schools 
with  good  results  In  1845,  when  Gov.  Barry's  sec- 
ond term  expired,  the  population  of  the  Slate  w.is 
more  than  three  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1850 — the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry's  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilanti,  which  was 
endowed  with  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  "  Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case" 
was  tried.  This  grew  out  of  a  series  of  lawless  acts 
which  had  been  committed  upon  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and  finally  the  burning  of  the  dejiot 
at  Detroit,  in  i<Sc;o. 

At  a  setting  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wayne  County, 
April  24,  1851,  37  men  of  the  50  under  arrest  for  this 
crime  were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  the  accused 
parties  appeared  at  the  Circuit  Court  of  Wayne,  of 
which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  judge.  The  Rail- 
road Company  employed  ten  eminent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,  John  Van  Annan,  James  A. 
Van  Dyke,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Alex.  D.  Fraser,  Dan- 
iel Goodwin  and  William  Gray.  The  defendants  were 
represented  by  six  members  of  the  State  bar,  led  by 
William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  months,  during  which  time  the  plaintiffs  exam- 
ined 246  witnesses  in  27  days,  and  the  defendants 
249  in  40  days.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  prosecution;  William  H.  Seward  for  the 
defense. 

rhe  greal  lawyer  was  convinced  of  the  innocence 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  the 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  firm  belief  that  his 
clients  were  the  victims  of  purchased  treachery, 
rather  than  so  many  sacrifices  to  justice. 

The  verdict  of  "  guilty  "  was  rendered  at  y  o'clock 
i'.  m.,  Sept.  25,  185  1.  On  the  26th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  prison,  situate  in  their  county  :  Ammi 
Filley,  ten  years;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
Aaron  Mount,  eight  years;  Andrew  J.  Freeland,  eight 
years;  Eben  Farnham,  eight  years;  William  Corvin, 
eight  years;  Richard  Price,  eight  years;  Evan  Price, 
eight  years;  Lyman  Champlin,  five  years;  Willard 
W,  Champlin,  five  years;  Erastus  Champlin,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smith,  five  years. 

In  1840,  Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,  and  visited  Europe 
to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  last 
public  service  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1864. 

He  was  a  man  who,  throughout  life,  maintained  a 
high  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
bestowed  upon  him,  whether  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  popular  Governors  the 
Slate  has  ever  had. 

Gov.  Barry  was  a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
His  opinions,  which  he  reached  by  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.  His  strong  con- 
victions and  outspoken  honesty  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  take  an  undefined  position  when  a  principle 
was  involved.  His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
strong,  yet  he  was  never  accused  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affairs.  As  a  speaker  he  was 
ip >t  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative and  instructive,  but  cold,  hard,  and  entirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.  He  was  never  elo- 
quent, seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkward. 

Although  Mr.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limited,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
both  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  history.  No  man  owed  less 
to  political  intrigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  posi- 
tion. He  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  public  es- 
teem by  his  solid  worth.  His  political  connections 
were  always  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 
of  the  ascendency  of  the  Republican  party,  and  car- 
ried on  his  mercantile  business  at  Constantine.  He 
died  Jan.  14,  1870,  his  wife's  death  havingoci  nrred  .1 
year  previous,  Man  h  30,   i860.   They  left  no  children. 
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f    i  PHEI  -  i  II  CH,  the  third 
Am  (;  i|     Michigan,    w 

ii  Iiom  in  Limerick,  Maine,  Seii 
II     grand- 
I  ii  her,  VI  iij  ih  Kel<  h,  w  I 

dicr  in    the   Revolution  ;    and 
<r  when  ,i  young    in. in,   having  with 
others  obtained  a  granl  "I  I  ind  be- 
tween the  Great  .iml  Little  '  ' 
Rivers,  in  Maine,  moved  to  thai  re- 
when   it   was  yel   .i    wildem 
The  father  ol  Mr.  Fetch  embarked  in 
mercantile  I  imerii  k      He  was 

the  first  to  engage  in  that  business  in 
thai  i  ontinued    it    until 

his  death.  The  death  of  i! 
followed  within  .i  year  by  the  death  of 
the  mother,  left  the  subjei  t  of  this  -lot.  h,  then  three 
years  old,  to  the  <\itv  of  relatives,  and  hi 
home  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  where  lie  re- 
mained until  his  death.  Mi  Fell  h  received  his  early 
ition  in   the  di  md    a  neighboring 

academy.     In  1821  he  became  a  student  .it    Phillips 
Exter  Vcademy,  and,  subsequently,  entered  Bow 
College,  graduated  with  the  1  lass  of   1827.     H 
once  began  the  study    of  law  and  was   admittei 
•  Bangor,  Me.,  in  iS ?o. 
He  began  the  practice  ol  his  profession  al  Houlton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until   1833.     The   severity 
of  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  v 
and  he  found  it  necessar]  to  seek  mate. 

He    disposed    of    his    library    and    started     to 
a  new  home.     His  intention   •■  his  friend, 
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ALPHEUS  FELCH. 


ported  to  the  Legislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  closing 
of  many  of  their  institutions.  The  duties  of  the  of- 
fice were  most  laborious,  and  in  1839  Mr.  Felch  re- 
signed. The  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  declared  forfeited  and 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  was  appointed 
to  the. office  of  Auditor  General  of  the  State;  but 
after  holding  the  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  till  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher.  In  January,  1843,  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexpired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  (iovemor  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  year.  In  1S47  he  was  elected  ;i  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years ;  and  at  once  retired  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  which  took 
effect  March  4,  1847.  when  his  Senatorial  term  com- 
menced. While  a  member  of  the  Senate  he  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  for  four  years 
was  its  Chairman.  He  filled  the  honorable  position 
of  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  great 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

During  Governor  Felch's  administration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  to  private 
corporations, — the  Central  for  §2,000,000,  and  the 
Southern  for  $500,000.  The  exports  of  the  State 
amounted  in  1846  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enrolled  in  the  collection  district  at  I  >etroit 
was  26,928  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400  and 
the  sailing  vessels  r8,528  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen.  In  1847,  there  were  311 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ries, containing  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  in  March,  1853, 
Mi.  Felch  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  adjust   and   settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land  claims  in   California,    under  the 

treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  for  that  purpose.  He  went  to  California  in 
May,  1S53,  and  was  made  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  duties  of  this  office  were  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  Mexican  population  and  the  recent 
American  immigration  ;  the  right  of  the  Pueblos  to 
their  common  lands,  and  of  the  Catholic  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions, — the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudicationsof  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  labors  were  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  final  disposition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  presented.  The  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
consisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  deposited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

In  June  of  that  year,  Governor  Felch  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  princi- 
pally in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  for  Governor  and  also  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
the  Democratic  part}-,  to  which  he  has  always  been 
attached,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  1873  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  law,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1S75  has  since  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arbor.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
University,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  was  appointed 
Tappan  Professor  of  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  Co.,  the  oldest  and  only  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States  Senator  from  the  State  of  Michigan. 
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HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 
l  i  -  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 
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rmot  "i   Mi<  I  igan,  ■• 
native  of  Ma   tachu  setts.     In 
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legi  ite  i  dui  ation,    •  idied 
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the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 
(    i  nion,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  K.il.iiu  ■ 

Mr.  Ransom  served  with  marked 

ability  for  a  number  ol  years  in  the 

State  II  I  As- 

te  Justice  ol  the  Supreme  Court.     In    1843  he 

was  promoted  to  Chief  Justice,  which  offii 
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President  ol  the  Michigan     \  Society,  in 

which   position  he  displayed   the    same   ability    that 
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until  six  months  before    his  d 
the  age  of   84  years       Ut hough  Mr. 
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when  he  was    1 7   \'-.ir-  old  li     »  is  tl 
u[kiii  his  o«  Vfter  taking  Ihe  usual 

liminary  studies,      d  teaching  ibtain   t he 

means,  he   entered    Dickinsi       ■  rlisle, 

Penn.,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  fii 
liis  class,  in  1829.     He  then  res     led  1 
having  completed   the  1 
profe  •  ■  admitted  lo  the  bar  .it  Cham 

Penn  .  in  -  ion  afierw  ird  he  1 

1  ii\  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  pr.i 
year. 

In  1833,  Mi.  McClellai 
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Robert  McClelland 


in  1843.  Down  to  this  time  Mi<  higan  had  consti- 
tuted one  congressional  district.  The  late  Hon.  Jacob 
M.  Howard  had  been  elected  against  Hon.  Alpheus 
Felch  by  a  strong  majority  ;  but,  in  1 843,  so  thoroughly 
had  the  Democratic  party  recovered  from  its  defeat 
of  1840  that  Mr  McClelland,  as  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, carried  Detroit  district  by  a  majority  of  about 
2,500.  Mr.  McClelland  soon  toe':  a  prominent  po=i 
lion  in  Congress  among  the  veterans  of  that  body 
During  his  first  term  he  was  placed  on  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  organized  and  carried  through  what 
were  known  as  the  "  Harbor  bills."  The  continued 
confidence  of  his  constituency  was  manifested  in  his 
election  to  the  29th  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  this 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation,  and  so 
favorably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
name  was  mentioned  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. He  declined  the  offer  in  favor  of  J.  W, 
Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  term 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures  at  once  attracted  public  attention.  The 
members  of  this  committee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  which  they  held  his  services  and  of  their 
personal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with  a  cane 
which  he  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  of 
his  labors  in  Congress. 

In  tS47,  Mr  McClelland  was  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress, and  at  the  opening  of  the  30th  Congress  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. While  acting  in  this  capacity,  what  was  known 
as  the  "  French  Spoliation  Bill"  came  under  his  spe- 
cial charge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  such 
as  to  command  universal  approbation.  While  in 
Congress,  Mr.  McClelland  was  an  advocate  of  the 
right  of  petition  as  maintained  by  John  Q.  Adams, 
when  the  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
and  presented  in  the  proper  manner  This  he  re- 
garded as  t  lie  citizens'constitutional  right  which  should 
not  be  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temporary  expe- 
diency. He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dings's  bill  for  the  abolishing  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Mr.  McClelland  was  one  of  the  few 
Democrats  associated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  bringing  forward  the  celebrated  "Wilmot 
Proviso,"  with  a  view  to  prevent  further  extension  of 
slavery  in  new  territory  which  might  be  acquired  by 
the  United  States.  He  and  Mr  Wilmot  were  to- 
gether at  the  time  in  Washington,  and  on  intimate 
and  confidential  terms  Mr  McClelland  was  in  sev- 
eral National  conventions  and  in  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, which  nominated  Gen.  Cass  for  President, 
in  1S48,  doing  valiant  service  that  year  for  *>e  elec- 
tion of  that  distinguished  statesman.  On  leaving 
Congress,  in  1848,  Mr  McClelland  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Monroe  In  iSqo  a 
convention  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  called  to 
revise   the   State    constitution      He    was    elected     1 


member  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaders.  His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspicuous,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  floor,  in  debate.  In  1S50, 
he  was  President  of  the  Democratic  State  convention 
which  adopted  resolutions  in  supi»rt  of  Henry  Clay's 
famous  compromise  measures,  of  which  Mr.  McClel- 
land was  a  strong  advocate.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  1852,  and  111 
that  year-  in  company  with  Gen  Cass  and  Governor 
Felch,  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State. 
He  continued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com- 
promise measures,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Gen  Pierce 
to  the  Presidency 

In  185  1,  the  new  Stats  constitution  took  effect  and 
it  was  necessary  that  a  Governor  should  be  elected 
for  one  year  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnum,  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  into  operati?  :  mder 
the  new  constitution  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  was  re-elected  for 
a  term  of  two  years,  from  Jan.  1,  1853.  His  admin- 
istration was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when  party  spirit  ran  high.  There  was  really 
no  opposition,  and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  1853, 
the  State  Treasury  was  well  filled,  and  the  State 
otherwise  prosperous,  So  widely  and  favorably  had 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  that  on 
the  organization  of  thecabir.et  by  President  Pierce,  in 
March,  1853,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  four 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration  He  thoroughly 
re-organized  his  department  and  reduced  the  expend- 
itures He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  impositions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilization 
among  them.  During  his  administration  there  was 
neither  complaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
agents,  and  he  left  the  department  in  perfect  order 
and  system  In  1867,  Michigan  again  called  a  con- 
vention to  revise  the  State  constitution.  Mr.  McClel- 
land was  a  member  and  here  again  his  long  experi- 
ence made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,  a 
sagacious  parliamentary  leader.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  im- 
pressive in  his  addresses  to  the  jury  His  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able  and  effective 
advocate.  In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  he  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.  In 
18-0  ha  nude  the  tour  of  Europe,  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dip- 
lomates,  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  than 
most  travelers 

Mi  McClelland  111. until,  in  1837,  Miss  Sarah 
1  il'in  ui  VVilliamstown,  Mass.  They  have  had 
six  childn      *  '<•  of   whom  now  survive. 
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ANDREW  PARSONS 


In  the  fall  of  1835,  he  explored  the  ('.rand  River 
Valley  in  a  frail  canoe,  the  whole  length  of  the  river, 
from  Jackson  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  spent  the  following 
winter  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Prairie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
County,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  he 
resided  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Luke  H.  Parsons, 
also  now  deceased,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
wasseCounty,then  with  Clinton  County,  andan  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  constituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  this  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  19  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  1S40,  he  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  re-elected  in  1S42,  and 
also  in  1S44.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  184S, 
and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  1851,  and 
Lieutenant  Covernor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
in  1S53,  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854, and, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  hard  labor  and  the 
responsibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  business, 
retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  persuasive  speaker  and  well 
calculated  to  make  friends  of  his  acquaintances.  He 
was  always  true  to  his  trust,  and  the  whole  world 
could  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.  When  Governor,  a  most  power- 
ful railroad  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
to  induce  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
for  that  purpose.  In  some  sections  the  resolutions 
were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flattering  words. 
In  other  places  the  resolutions  were  of  a  demanding 
nature,  while  in  others  they  were  threatening  beyond 
measure.  Fearing  that  all  these  influences  might 
fail  to  induce  him  to  call  the  extra  session,  a  large 
sum  of  money  was  sent  him,  and  liberal  offers  ten- 
dered him  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad  interest  of 
the  State  and  call  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he  returned  the  money  and  refused  to  receive 
any  favois,  whether  from  any  party  who  would  at- 
tempt to  corrupt  him  by  laudations,  liberal  offers,  or 


by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  to  the  people,  after 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no  sensible  man 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  not 
"extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  upon 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his  course.  One  of 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance : 
"though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  I  never 
doubted  his  honesty  of  purpose.  He  at  all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  the  behests 
of  his  oath."  The  following  eulogium  from  a  politcal  op- 
ponent is  just  in  its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author:  "Gov.  Parsons  was  a  politician  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  habits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  every 
public  and  private  relation  of  life.  As  a  politician  he 
was  candid,  frank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  firm,  constant  and  reliable."  The 
highest  commendations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
to  give  his  just  record, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
In  the  spring  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Parsons,  the  Republican  party,  at  least 
as  a  State  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "  under  the  oaks"  at  Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  parties.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed at  this  time,  occasioned  by  the  settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  issue  thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  For  the  purposeof  permit- 
ting slavery  there,  the  "  Missouri  compromise  "  (which 
limited  slavery  to  the  south  of  360  30')  was  re- 
repealed,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas. 
This  was  repealed  by  a  bill  admitting  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opposed  to  this  repeal  measure  were  in  short 
called  "anti-Nebraska"  men.  The  epithets,  "Ne- 
braska" and  "anti-Nebraska,'  were  temporally  em- 
ployed to  designate  the  slavery  and  anti-slavery 
parties,  pending  the  desolution  of  the  old  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  and  the  organization  of  the  new 
Democratic  and  Republican  parties  of  the  present. 
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nessed  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  while  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
paratively short  life  of  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 
lic activity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexy  and  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Green  Oak,  Oct.  5,  1861. 
The  most  noticable  event  in  Governor  Bingham's 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Mary.  In  1852,  Angust  26,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  tor  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  lands,  and  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter- 
prising men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
be  finished  in  two  years,  and  the  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  stones  for  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  be  transported  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  ports.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  be  surmounted  have  a  fall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  of  the  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has  two  locks 
of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1855,  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of*  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars ;  while  the  lands  which  were  as- 
signed to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
of  the  State.  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were  several  educational,  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.  The  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural College  owes  its  establishment  to  a  provision 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.  Article  13  says, 
"  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school." 
For  the  purpose  of  carving  into  practice  this  provision, 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  school  should  lie  within  ten  miles  of 
Lansing,  and  that  not  more  than  :§i 5  an  acre  should 
be  paid  for  the  farm  and  college  grounds.  The  col- 
lege was  opened  to  students  in  May,  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  agricultural  <  olleges  in  the  United  States 
Until  the  spring  of  1861,  it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  State  Board  ol  Education;  since  that  time  it 
has  been  under  the  management  of  the  State    Board 


of  Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that  purpose. 

In  its  essential  features,  of  combining  study  and 
labor,  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
efficiency  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  east  of 
Lansing,  comprising  several  fine  buildings;  and  there 
are  also  very  beautiful,  substantial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-filled 
green-house,  a  very  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scientific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  barns,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc.,  in  fine  trim  for 
the  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops. 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1859,  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  grounds  contain  about  20 
acres.  There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  225  students.  Attendance  in  1875 
was  179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
121  ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  fund  (§80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, apparatus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  $137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  1855  by  the 
Free  Baptists.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  compr'ses  25  acres, 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  impos- 
ing building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1874,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  80  by  80, 
48  by  7  2,  48  by  72,  80  by  60,  52  by  72,  and  they  con- 
tain one-half  more  room  than  the  original  building. 
The  State  Reform  School.  This  was  established 
.a  Lansing  in  1855,111  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
city,  as  the  House  of  Correclion  for  Juvenile  Of- 
fenders, having  about  it  many  of  the  features  of  a 
prison.  In  1859  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 
Reform  School.  The  government  and  dicipline,  have 
undergone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the 
prwon  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  bars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessarily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 
officers,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  are  much  fewer 
than   under  the  more  rigid  regime  of  former   days. 
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State,  but  declined.  An  entire  State  ticket  was  nom- 
inated and  at  the  annual  election  in  November  was 
elected  by  an  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  and  brought  to 
its  support  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  In 
his  views  he  was  bold  and  radical.  He  believed  from 
the  beginning  that  the  political  power  of  the  slave- 
holders would  have  to  be  overthrown  before  quiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential 
canvass  of  ^56  he  supported  the  Fremont,  or  Re- 
publican, ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1857  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  1858,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit, and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  was 
chosen  by  a  very  large  majority.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  he  had  addressed  the  people  of  almost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was  greater  even  than 
that  of  his  popular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  1,  1859, 
to  Jan.  1,  i86r.  His  first  message  to  the  Legislature 
was  an  able  and  statesman-like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  that  lie  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lightened State  policy,  that  had  its  view  of  the  rapid 
settlement  of  our  uncultivated  lands  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  immense  agricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  a  document  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  author. 

His  term  having  expired  Jan.  r,  1861,  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Pontiac,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington,  but  Mr.  W.  vvas  opposed  to  all 
such  temporizing  expedients.  His  counsel  was  to 
send  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
legislation  he  resohed  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1862  he  set  to  work  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  infantry,  chiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  regiment,  the  22d 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
march  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W's.  commission  bore  the  date  of  Sept.  8,  i.Xf>2. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his  will.  I  lis 
regiment  was  sent   to    Kentucky    and    quartered    at 


Camp  Wallace.  He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  military  studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary  rules  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pline was  rigid.  He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had  he  lived  he  would 
no  doubt  have  distinguished  himself  as  a  good 
officer.  He  was  impatient  of  delay  and  chafed  at 
being  kept  in  Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prospect  of  getting  at  the  enemy.  But  life  in  camp, 
so  different  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,  and 
his  incessant  labors,  coupled  with  that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  upon  his  health.  He  was  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  house  near 
Lexington.  Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  the 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  him. 
In  the  delirious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
ciplining his  men  and  urging  them  to  be  prepared  for 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice ot  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush- 
ing the  Rebellion.  But  the  source  of  his  most  poig- 
nant grtel  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  "chivalry." 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy  it  would  cover  itself  with  glory, — a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  W. 
was  no  more.  The  malady  baffled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.,  1863,  he  breathed 
his  last.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they  rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Gen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  VV.  was  no  adventurer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitious  of  military  renown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  with  characteristic  energy.  He  went  to  the  war 
to  defend  and  uphold  the  principles  he  had  so  much 
at  heart.  Few  men  were  more  familiar  than  he  with 
the  causes  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.  He  left  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Hascall,  of  Flint,  and  four  children  to 
mourn  his  loss.  Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tenderest  regard.  Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.  He  was  kind,  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like  thousands  of  otlrieis  lie 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  martyr  for  his  country. 
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mentous  and  stormy  period  of  the  Nation's  life.  Gov. 
Blair  possessed  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  ability  which  charac- 
terized   his    gubernatorial    career. 

Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has  a 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mich- 
igan during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor," down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magnificently 
sublime  and  wisely  directed. 

Very  early  in  1861  the  coming  struggle  cast  its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dwelt 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.  After  a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and  slave  Stales  of  the 
Republic,  saying:  "  While  we  arecitizensof  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted  to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  still  prouder  title.  We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  flag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.  In  whatever  concerns  the  honor,  the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of  this  great  Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  to  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.  Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity ;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide  to 
the  end.  Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will  not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious hopes  of  the  future.  But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend  its  integrity 
and  its  constitution,  with  fidelity."  The  final  para- 
graph being : 

"  I  recommend  you  at  an  early  day  to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Michigan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost ;  and 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  purpose. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm  !  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — '  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever. 

How  this  stirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,1 11  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov.  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
speech  upon  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  21,  1868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  ex- 
tensive law  practice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L. 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.,  in  February,  1849. 
Their  family  consists  of  4  sons — George  H.,  a  law 
partner  of  A.  J.  Gould  ;  Charles  A.,  a  law  partner  with 
hir  father,  and  Fred.  J.  and  Austin  T.  Blair,  at  home. 
Governor  Blair's  religion  is  of  the  broad  type,  and 
centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
ol  the  State  by  the  Republican  party,  but  was  defeated. 
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a  severe  examination.  Receiving  a  certificate  that 
lie  was  qualified,  he  walked  back  to  his  home  the 
same  night,  highly  elated  in  being  possessed  of  the 
acquirements  and  requirements  of  a  master  of  the 
high  school. 

In  1832,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  he  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  at  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  surveyor,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  after  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  this  place,  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  of  taxes,  which  office  he  held 
until  the  municipal  government  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years, — when,  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  city 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of  taxes,  a  position  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  elected  Alderman  of  New  Bedford ;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
as  such  prepared  a  report  upon  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
of  New  Bedford.  On  its  organization,  Mr.  Crapo  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  if 
not  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
in  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out 
his  ideas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of 
rocky  and  swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Here 
he  started  a  nursery,  which  he  filled  with  almost  every 
description  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  and  took 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regular contributorto  the  New- 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  filled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  wide  reputation  he  acquired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  after  his  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronounced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  A  fine  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
"H.  H.  Crapo"  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mr.  C.  also  took  part  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 
the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  the  Bristol 
County  Mutual  Five  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial  Insurance  Company  in  New- 
Bedford;  and  while  an  officer  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernmenthecompiled  and  published,  between  the  years 
1836  and  1845,  five  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory,  the  first  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mr.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  1856,  having  been 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principalis-  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  1S37  and  subsequently  in  1856. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  en- 


gaged largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber 
at  Flint,  Fentonville,  Holly  and  Detroit,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R.  R.,  and  was 
President  of  that  corporation  until  its  consolidation 
with  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  R.  R.  Company. 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  five  cr  six  years.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  in  r866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  in  January,  1869, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pam  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  operation  was  per- 
formed which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  too  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  a  relapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died    July 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life,  Gov.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1S25,  Mary  A.  Slocum, 
of  Dartmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  struggles 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  success.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  possessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  years.  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  born.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
part  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
that  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  performing  what  he  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon.  W'm.  W.  Crapo.  of  New  Bedford,  is  now  .111 
honored  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  First 
Congressional    District    of  Massachusetts. 
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success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.  The  same  industry  and  accuracy  that  dis- 
tinguished him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor  was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
State,  and  while  his  influence  appears  in  all  things 
with  which  he  has  had  to  do,  it  is  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
With  rare  exceptions  the  important  commendations 
of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure. During  his  administration  marked  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
tory institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiatory  steps  toward  building  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the  State  House  of 
Correction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  B.  in  his 
message  of  r  <S 7  3 .  The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origen  to  him.  The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  and  the  contract 
for  the  entire  work  let  under  this  administration. 
Ciovernor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  at  different  times 
such  amendments  of  the  constitution  as  would  per- 
mit a  more  equitable  compensation  to  State  officers 
and  judges.  Thelaw  of  1869,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities  to  vote  aid  toward  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  was,  in  [870,  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme  Court.  Many  of  the  munici- 
palities having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
bonds  in  good  faith,  Governor  B.  felt  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  State  were  in  jeopardy.  His  sense 
of  justice  impelled  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  propose  tne  submission  to  the  people  a 
constitutional  amendment,  authorizing  the  payment 
of  such  bonds  as  were  already  in  the  hands  of  boim- 
fide  holders.  In  his  special  message  he  says  :  "The 
credit  of  no  State  stands  higher  than  that  of  Michigan, 
and  the  people  <  .111  not  afford,  and  I  trust  will  not 
consent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  either  legal  or  moral  obligations."  A  spe- 
cial session  was  called  in  March,  1872,  principally  for 
the  division  of  the  State  into  congressional  districts. 
A  number  ot  other  important  suggestions  were  made, 
however,  a  1  il  as  an  evidence  of  the  Governor's  la- 
borious and  thoughtful  care  for  the  financial  condition 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1872  to 
1 878,  inclusive.  Memorable  of  Governor  B.'s  admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  of  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  187  1. 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  having  been  re- 
duced to  ashes,  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  upon  the  people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  counties  in  his  State 
were  laid  waste  by  the  same  destroying  element. 
A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf- 
fering people  of  Michigan.  The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  liberal,  more  than 
§700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.  So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  period  of  about 
3  months,  that  the  Governor  issued  a  proclamation 
expressing  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State  grate- 
ful acknowldgment,  and  announcing  that  further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  B.  has  traveled  extensively  in  his  own 
country  and  has  also  made  several  visits  to  Europe 
and  other  portions  of  the  Old  World.  He  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  Steamer  Aril],  which  was  captured  and 
bonded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,  1862,  by 
Capt.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a  full  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  transaction.  The  following  estimate  of 
Governor  B.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:  "The  rething  message 
of  Governor  B.,  will  be  read  with  interest.  It  is 
a  characteristic  document  and  possesses  the  lucid 
statement,  strong,  and  clear  practical  sense,  which 
have  been  marked  features  of  all  preceding  documents 
from  the  same  source.  Governor  B.  retired  to  private 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful  adminis- 
tration amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout  the 
State.  For  many  years  eminent  and  capable  men 
have  filled  the  executive  chair  of  this  State,  but  in 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,  in  genuine 
public  spirit,  in  thorough  integrity  and  in  practical 
capacity,  Henry  P.  Baldwin  has  shown  himself  to  be 
the  peer  of  any  or  all  of  them.  The  State  has  been  un- 
usually prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  and  the  State 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of 
the  times.  The  retiring  Governor  has  fullv  earned 
the  public  gratitude  and  confidence  which  he  to-day 
possesses  to  such  remarkable  degree. 
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through  his  exertions  that  the  State  University  was 
founded.  Mr.  B.'s  family  consists  of  seven  children. 
As  Governor  his  administration  was  charac- 
terized by  several  important  features,  chief  among 
which  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  make  popular 
the  educational  agencies  of  the  State  by  increasing 
the  faculty  of  the  University  for  more  thorough  in- 
struction in  technical  studies,  by  strengthening  the  hold 
of  the  Agricultural  College  upon  the  public  good  will 
and  making  the  general  change  which  has  manifested 
itself  in  many  scattered  primary  districts.  Among 
others  were  an  almost  complete  revolution  in  the 
management  of  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the  liquor-tax  lawmaking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers through  county  agents,  which  has  proved  of  great 
good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
ing the  State  in  the  attitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Michigan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.  It  was  upon  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  B. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administration  that  the  law 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  law 
creating  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  of  the 
State,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State.  The  successful  representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  is  also  an 
honorable  part  of  the  record  of  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  tiiat  lie  represented  the  State 
—  not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rep- 
resents his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opportunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failure.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  He  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
had  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  He  had 
bis  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  With  a  heart  as 
broad  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  able  and 
cultured  brain,  the  will  and  the  power  to  do,  he 
asked  his  fellow  citizen  tn  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
T     labor  for  them.      Self  entered  not  into  the  calculation. 


His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others;  and  he  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  papers  were  models  of  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimful  of 
practical  suggestions, and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  or  any 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  pleasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  char- 
ities were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  or  even 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that  gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had  witnessed  his  ready  re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him: 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  about 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  year?" 
He  turned  at  once  and  said :  "  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.  I  hope  I  gave  more 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall  give  more 
next  year  than  I  have  this."  This  expressed  his  idea 
of  charity,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be  free 
and  spontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  acquainted  with  the  best  authors.  Biog- 
raphy was  his  delight ;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "Life 
and  Woik  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

In  all  questions  of  business  or  public  affairs  he 
seemed  to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  of 
the  nut  in  the  least  possible  time.  In  reading  he 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  than 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.  After  what 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  have  all  of  value 
the  book  contained.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  business 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best  English  authors.  He 
was  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
his  elegant  home  was  a  study  and  a  pleasure 
to  his  many  friends,  who  always  found  there  a 
hearty  welcome.  At  Christmas  time  he  would  spend 
days  doing  the  work  of  Santa  Claus.  Every  Christmas 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about  him  and,  taking 
the  youngest  on  his  lap,  told  some  Christmas  story, 
closing  the  entertainment  with  "The  Night  Before 
Christmas,"  or  Dickens's  "Christmas  Carol." 
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tion  of  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  of  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
ates, was  afterwards  published.  In  1867,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men  ;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  proposed  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  1S6S,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  Republican  Presidential  ticket;  in  1S72,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  fairness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  form- 
ally acknowledged  by  his  associates  ;  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  superb  collection  of  their  portraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  for  several  years, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi  ■ 
gan  ;  in  which  pDsition,  his  propositions  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  practical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  1876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
the  State  indicted  Mr.  Croswell  as  their  choice  for 
Governor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  party 
in  August  of  the  same  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
by  ai  1  tarnation,  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  position  for  which  he  had  been  nominated, 
by  a  very  large  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates. 
His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor;  and  his  career  ,is  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  hive  ever 
distinguished  him,  both  as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 


Governor  Groswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  care;  and,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  foryears  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1869,  he  gave,  in  a  public 
address,  an  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools." 

In  his  private  life,  Governor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful and  useful.  In  February,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Lucy  M.  Eddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sunny  qualities.  She 
suddenly  died,  March  19,  1868,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  Governor  Croswell  is  not  a  member 
of  any  religious  body,  but  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  pursues  the  profession  of  law, 
but  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  his 
own  interests,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  advice  in 
business  difficulties,  for  which  his  unfailing  pru- 
dence and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  him.  Gov- 
ernor Croswell  is  truly  popular,  not  only  with  those  of 
like  political  faith  with  himself,  but  with  those  who 
differ  freni  him  in  this  regard. 

During  Gov.  Croswell's  administration  the  public 
debt  was  greatly  reduced  ;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  institutions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations; laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribrery  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Pontiac  were  opened, 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 
occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  buildii  g  The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  only  bv  his  promptness  that  great  distraction  of 
both  life  and  property  was    prevented    at    that   time 
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vessels  could  carry  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mr.  Jerome  conceived  the  idea  of  towing  vessels 
from  one  lake  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
operation.  Through  the  influence  of  practical  men, — 
among  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch, — Congress 
removed  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  So,ooo 
bushels  of  grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  making  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  by  the  sum- 
mer's work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
to  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott."  a  vessel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clair.  David  H.  came  out  free  from  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  the 
spring  of  185 1,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  "Franklin  Moore"  and  "Ruby,"  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Goderich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  propeller  "Prince- 
ton." running  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  extraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
mained there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  owners,  and  is  still  a  paying  investment. 
He  planned  and  put  a  tunnel  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  supply  began  to  fail  with  the  drv 
season,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  left  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
New  York,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  departure.  During  his  absence 
his  brother  "Tiff"  had  located  at  Saginaw,  ana  in 
1854  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  the  brothers  bought  Black- 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
at  Saginaw,  and  David  H.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  business.  From  1S55  to  1873  he  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  locating  at  Saginaw  he  was  nominated 
for  Alderman  against  Stewart  B.  Williams,  a  rising 
young  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  When  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  David  II 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  to  the  convention, 
one  of  its  "chatter  members.'  In  [862,  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Austin  Blair  to  raise  one  of  the 


six  regiments  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meetings  at  various  points.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advocate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  of  many 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant record. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  26th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
ponent. The  contest  was  very  exciting,  and  resulted 
in  the  triumphant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.  He  was 
twice  renominated  and  elected  both  times  by  in- 
creased majorities,  defeating  George  Lord,  of  Bay 
City,  and  Dr.  Cheseman,  of  C.ratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  raising  means  and  troops  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  position  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldiers' 
Home  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selected  by  Gov.  Crapo  as  a  military  aid, 
and  in  1865  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Military  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eight 
consecutive  years.  In  1873,  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Bagley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prepare 
a  new  State  Constitution,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Jerome  was  appointed  a  memberof 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  IS76  he  was 
Chairman  of  a  commission  to  visit  Chief  Joseph,  the 
Xez  Perce  Indian,  to  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  existing  difficulties.  The  commission  went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  Idaho, 
a  distance  of  600  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  for  nomination,  and  on  the  5th  day  of  the 
month  received  the  highest  honor  the  convention 
could  confer  on  any  one.  His  opponent  was  Freder- 
i<  k  M.  Holloway,  of  Hillsdale  County,  who  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  parties. 
I'lii'  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  both  parties, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  on  the  evening  of 
election  dav,  it  was  found  that  David  II.  Jerome  \\m\ 
been  selected  by  the  voteis  of  the  Wolverine  State  to 
occupy    the    highest    position    within    their    gift 
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Gov.  Begole  voted  and  worked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
who  should  fare  equally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  that  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  same. 

In   1870,  Gov.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
Luge  majority.     In  that  body  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  for  the   Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.     He    took    a   liberal    and   public- 
spirited   view  of  the   importance   of  a   new   capitol 
building  worthy  of  the  State,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  that  drafted    the    bill    for   the 
same      He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held   at    Philadelphia  in    1S72,    and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation   to  go   to 
Washington    and   inform    Gen.   Grant    and   Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.      It   was   while  at   that 
convention  that,  by   the   express  wish    of   his   many 
friends,    he    was    induced  to    offer    himself    a    can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  to  the  43d  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  was  successful,  after  competing  for 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worthy,  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very   large  majority.      In 
Congress,  he  was  a  member   of  the    Committee   on 
Agricultural  and  Public  Expenditures.     Being  one  of 
the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the   Committee  of  Agriculture,  and   was   ap- 
pointed by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and   upon   the 
only  subject  recommended  by   the    President   in   his 
message,  which  he  did  and  the  report  was  printed  in 
records  of  Congress ;   lie  took  an  efficient   though   an 
unobtrusive  part  in  all  its  proceedings. 

He  voted  for  the  currency  bill,  remoneti/.ation  of 
silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
though  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  settled 
]>olicy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.  Begole  occupied  on  these  questions,  he  became  a 
"Greenbacken" 

In  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  1882,  Mr.  Begole 
was  the  candidate  of  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  was  elected  by  .1  vole  of   154,269, 
'    the  Republican  candidate,   Hon.   David    H.    [erome. 


receiving  149,697  votes.  Mr.  Begole,  in  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fair 
to  make  his  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 
ular. 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is,  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Flint  Globe,  the  leading  Re- 
publican paper  in  Gov.  Begole's  own  county,  and  it, 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign, 
which  certainly  is  a  flattering  testimonial  of  his  ster- 
ling worth : 

"  So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  to 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.  He 
has  sometimes  changed  his  mind  in  politics,  but  for 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  his  pur- 
pose nobody  who  knows  him  entertains  a  doubt.  He 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest political  enemies.  He  has  a  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does  not  beat  in 
the  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.  He  is  not  much 
niven  to  making  speeches,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man's  character  than  words.  There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State  where 
Mr.  Begole  is  acquainted,  who  have  had  practical 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable  to 
step  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they  do  not 
forget  his  kindness,  and  who,  no  doubt,  wish  that  he 
was  a  leader  in  what  would  not  necessarily  prove  a 
forlorn  hope.  But  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Demo- 
unts and  Greenbackers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  by  so 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imperfect  without  referring 
lo  the  action  of  Mr.  B.  at  the  time  of  the  great  calamity 
that  in  1881  overtook  the  people  of  Northeastern 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  whole  counties 
by  fire  and  destroying  the  results  and  accumulations 
of  sin  h  hard  work  as  only  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and  Detroit  committees  were 
quarreling  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  Begole 
wrote  to  an  agent  in  the  "jburnt  district  "  a  letter,  from 
which  we  make  an  extract  of  but  a  single  sentence: 
"Until  the  differences  between  the  two  committees 
are  adjusted  and  you  receive  your  regular  supplies 
from  them,  draw  on  me.  Let  no  man  suffer  while  I 
have  money."      This    displays   his    true     character. 
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I  SSI  ll    \   ILG1  R,Gov<  rnor 
of  Michigan  for  the  term  com- 
moncing    Jan.    l.    1885i    wan 
born  In  Lafaj  ettc    I  ownship, 
Medina  Co.,    '  >bio,   Feb 
183G      ll'.  ing    1  i  x  ed  n  tem- 
itu  life,  ho  i-  n  comparative 
young  man  in  appearance,  and  p 
sessea  those  menial  faculties  thai 
the  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
robust,  mature  and  educated  man- 
hood.    When  1 1  years  of  age  both 
^Xn'          his  parents  died,  leaving  him  witha 
'                      younger  brother  and  Bister  to  sup- 
port and  without  any  of  the  substan- 
tial means  of  existence.    Lacking  tl pportunityof 

better  employment,  he  worked  on  n  farm  in  Richfield, 

olii..,  for  the  greater  part  of  each  of  the  succ ling 

seven  years,  sai  ing  money  enough  to  defray  hi 
penses  at    Richfield    Academy    during    the    winter 

terms.    He  obtained  averj  g lEnglish  education, 

and  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several   si 
quent  winters.     In  1857  he  commenced  the  study  of 
Ian  in  the  offici  s  of  W  oleott  <J  I  pson  nl    V.kron 
maining  until  March,  1859,  when  he  was  adm 
to  the  bar  by  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court.     Il>'   then 
removed  I               ind,  and  entered  tlie  law  ofll 
i  Hi-    ,v   Cofflnbury,    where    he    remaini  d    -  » 
months.     Here  I mtinued  his  studies   «i'li  in- 
creased zeal,  and  did  much  general  re  "In..      I 
studj  and  close  confinement  to  office  work.howi 
began  to  tell  on  his  constitution,  and  failing  health   , 
warned  him  that  he   must   reek  oth<  i    occupation. 


He  thi  luctantly  abandoi  i 

ni..\  i  'I  to  <  Irand  Rapids,   Mich., 
lumber  busini 

\\  hen  Michigan  was  i  :  urni-li  tn 

for  the  wai ,Mr.  A         ■  nlisted  in  I ich. 

I   into  ' 
I  int.      -  ■     ptain  "f  ' 

.  dry  "Mi  •  iriiliant   and  bom 

himself  and  lii~  company  .     He  p  u-tii 
<pf  the  fiercest  contests  "f  the   rebellion 
twice  wounded,     n  1  In 

the    battle    ol  M    -      July    -'. 

His  conduct    in   tl 

guished   that    he    was   proi  rank   ■  ■( 

<)n  the   same  tin- 

gallant    Phil.  Sheridan, 

_':i.  1  i«-r  •  leneral.      \ 
16th  of  October,  M  \  >nt- 

( lolom  I  ■■(  the  si\'li  Mich.  ' 

«itll    Ills     . 

comn  Mich.  Cav.  His 

M  I.     In  tl 

than  '  ^  impairo 

ro  from  His 

I 
n  all  the  ' 
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RUSSELL  A.   ALGER. 


Potomac,  from  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
land by  (Jen.  Lee  in  1863,  up  to  the  date  of  his 
retirement,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 
which  occurred  while  he  was  absent  from  duty  on 
account  of  wounds.  In  all  he  took  part  in  66  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes.  At  the  close  he  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  "•gallant 
and  meritorious  services   in  the  field." 

Aside  from  regular  duty,  Gen.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln  and 
visiting  nearly  all  the  armies  in  the  field. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroit  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moore  & 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  R.  A.  Alger  <fr  Co.,  the  most  extensive 
pine  timber  operators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation  of  Alger,  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  succeeded  R.  A.  Alger  >V  Co.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Manistique  Lumbering  Company 
and  president  of  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  &  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  the  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  other  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  held  a  sal- 
aried office.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  politics  has 
not  extended  beyond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  party  and  his  country. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
the  life  of  a  busy  man  of  affairs.  His  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  his  arm}'  life,  and  although 
slenderly  built,  his  square  shoulders  and  erect 
carriage  give  the  casual  observer  the  impression 
that  his  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  He  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  with 
a  fine  forehead,  rather  a  prominent  nose,  an  iron- 
gray  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
attired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite   dress  has  been   a  high    buttoned   cutaway 


frock-  coat,  with  the  predominating  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  firm  gray  suiting.  A  high  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  shoes  and  white  plug  hat  com- 
plete his  personal  apparel.  He  is  very  particular 
as  to  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat  clothes 
of  the  best  goods,  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelry 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
how  busy  lie  may  be,  he  always  leaves  his  desk  to 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  be  lie  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  affable  manners  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  bright,  dark 
eyes  always  animate  his  hearers. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  always  at  his 
office  promptly  in  the  morning  and  stays  as  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.  In 
business  matters  he  is  always  decided,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.  He  has  the 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  all 
his  business  relations  are  tempered  with  those  little 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.  Although  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits,  Gen.  Alger  has  yet  found  time  for 
general  culture.  He  owns  a  large  library  and  his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it  is 
reliable.  His  collection  of  paintings  has  been  se- 
lected with  rare  good  taste,  and  contains  some  of 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.  His  team 
of  bays  are  perhaps  the  handsomest  that  grace  the 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  interesting  family.  His  wife 
was  Annette  II.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  G. 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  he  was  married 
April  2,  1861.  She  is  a  slender  woman  of  fair  com- 
plexion, bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  many  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  six  children.  Fay, 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tall 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  a  course 
at  an  Eastern  seminary,  and  during  the  past  year 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  family  are  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  1  1  ;  Fred,  aged  9,  and  Allan,  aged  3.  All  are 
bright  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  home  at  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  street,  at  the  corner  of   First   street,  Detroit. 
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VIM  S  GRA1     LUCE,    the 

OVC Ol    Michi- 
gan, combines  in  lii>  '-Ii 
ter  tl  ts  of 

the    New  England  am  i 
of  In-  i  ither,  and  the  chival- 
rous and  hospitable  elements 
i"   the    Southerners,    which 
came  to  him  from  his  mother's  side  "f 
the  house.   The  New  J      landers,  act- 
ive in  the  cause  ol    American  libi 
■lit'  i    this  desired  result  n 
plished,  turned  their  attenl  ion  to  the 
growth     mid     development      of     the 
country  which  their  noble  daring  had 
constituted  iudependenl  of  foreign  rule.     The  pri- 
vations they  endured  and  the  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  built  u| >  in  them  those 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
in 'I  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  .'i  large  numbci  of  the 
men  who  to-day,   like  the  subject   of  thi~  In 
ore  making  a  record  of  which  their  descendants  will 

lif  equally  pr I. 

i  "  iv.  Luce  was  b<  a  a  in  w  indsi  \ 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  Hi-  father  was 
Tolland,  Conn.,  servi  I  soldier  in  the   War  >>f 

1812,  and  soon  after  its  close  em  igratcd  from 
England  and   Bettled   "ii   the   w 
Northern  Ohio.     His  mother,  who  in  hei 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winelu  -'   ■.  \ 
Her  father,  tinctured  »itli  /Vbolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  the  Old   1  ><  > 1 1 1  i i > i ■  >t i   becoming  uiicoml 
ble  as  an  abiding-place  al    that   time,  and 
ingly,  «iili  his  wife  and  family  "f  young  chil 
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ho  also  migrated,  in  181  wilds  <•!  N 

t  Mini.     Then  the  i 
united  in  inn 
Ashtabula   (  ..nun    until    I  -  I 

born  i"  them  -  Cyrus G. 

il 'ond. 

The  incidents  in  ti»  eai l\ 
not  mi  ii.  1 1  ill\  from  tin 

In  ing  "ii  the  farms  in  1  H< 

taught  t"  »"i  k  at  any  tl  for  him  •■ 

and    tn   moke  himself   useful   around   th< 
homestead.     \\  hen  twelve  ) 
removed  further  West,  this  1 
i  ounty,  ln'1.      I 

i  and  more  c  t  ■  mnt- 

ing  if  i  the 

famil}  ex 
enjoy  ed  or  suffi 

il  :*  1 1  •  1  difl  I    lif'1 

ii-. •  1 1  «  ith  other  bo; 

■ 

I  le  atteni  le<l  t 

' 

added .•...' 

\\  I 

full 

kll"" 

lii  tlir  meantime  I 
politics,  in  which   ! 

-"in,  I  ii.  in 

>-•  >m ) x •»<-•  I  of  t  and  S 

f..r   1.  S  He 

madi 

iiiaj'  l  luili- 

l)lc  I'll   tl; 


-*•■ 


178 


CYBUS  GRAY  LUCE. 


Mr.  Luce  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  the  improvement  of 
which  he  at  once  entered  upon,  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead.  In  August,  184'.),  lie 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Dickinson, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
wife,  which  took  place  in  August,  1882.  Mrs. 
Luce  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  live  children,  one  now  deceased. 

In  November,  1883,  Gov.  Luce  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Thompson,  of  Brou- 
snn,  this  State.  He  continued  on  the  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  purchase  had  been 
Considerably  extruded,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
office  of  which  lie  is  now  the  incumbent.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  In  ls."i2  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
two  years  later,  in  1854,  waselected  Representative  to 
the  first  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  the  State 
of  Michigan.  He  served  his  township  altogether 
eleven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Hoard  of  Supervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  1860.  In  1864  he  was 
given  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate  and  re-elected  in 
1  set;.  In  the  spring  of  18(17  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  sober  responsibilities  committed 
to  his  care.  To  the  duties  of  each  he  gave  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  has  great  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  during  his  service 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  his  name  appears 
upon  every  roll-call,  he  never  having  been  absent 
from  his  post  a  day. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Luce  was  appointed  State  oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,  and  re-appointed  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacity  three 

and    '-half   years.     In    the    management   of  the 

duties  of  this  office    lie  is    entitled  to  great  credit. 
The  office  was  not  sought  l.y  him,  but  the  Governor 
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urged  him  to  accept  it,  claiming  that  the  office  was 
the  most  difficult  he  had  to  fill,  and  was  one  which 
required  first-class  executive  abilitj'.  He  organized 
the  State  into  districts,  appointed  an  adequate  force 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  secured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  by  nearly  one-half,  and  in  every  way  managed 
the  affairs  of  the  office  so  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily that  above  all  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  during  his  management 
$32,000.49. 

In  August  of  the  year  1886  Mr.  Luce  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republicans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand  Rapids,  for  the  office  of  Governor  of 
Michigan  by  acclamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  7,432 
over  his  chief  competitor,  George  L.  Yaple.  In 
1874  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  farm- 
er-" organization  known  as  the  Orange.  Believing 
as  lie  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  education  and  elevation  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, and  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  accom- 
plishing this  result.  For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
was  Master  of  the  State  (i  range  but  resigned  the 
position  last  November.  Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  agricultural  or 
affairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
his  chief  characteristics.  As  a  farmer,  legislator, 
executive  officer,  and  manager  of  county  as  well  as 
State  affairs,  as  a  private  as  well  as  a  public  citizen, 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marked  with  success. 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  reflecting  discredit  in 
his  public  career  or  private  life.  He  is  a  man  of 
the  people,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  sense.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  them,  and  in  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Personally.  Gov.  Cyrus  O.  Luce  is  high-minded, 
intellectual  and  affable,  the  object  of  many 
and  warm  friendships,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
above  reproach.  To  the  duties  of  his  high  position 
he  has  brought  a  fitting  dignity,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  duty  of 
which  we  often  read  but  which  is  too  seldom  seen, 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  of  State  and   Nation. 
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!;.  IRA  l     I'M  KARI  • 
)   mihI  surgeon  of  S  In  man  who  i- 

well  known  throughout  Southern  Michi- 
gan, both  nd  :i  cil  i  ■■ 
the  subject  of  a  mosl  interesting  history,  whicli  is 
substantially  as  follows:  Born  on  the  Ttli  of  June, 
\  our  subject  is  a  native  ilton,  Windsoi 
\  ■  .  mil  the  youn ;  ••  njauiin  l ' 
:ii'l,  who  was  the  youngest  son  "f  Klijali  Packard, 
the  latter  of  whom  settled  al  an  enrly  day  in  the 
town  i     I  ■ 

Benjai Packard,  the  father  of  in.   veil   to 

:  lynlton,  in  the  State  of  \  ermont,  >""ii 
after  the  close  "t   the  ({evolutionary    w  i 
iiiir  <>f  especial  note  occurred  during  the  boyhood  of 
.■in  subject,  his  til  Jtly  in  obi 

the  scl 1-  of    thnt  da  ■ 

forded,  while  he  employed  his  time  during 

«.,i  king  on  the  farm.      When  he   was  flfti 

old  he  was  deprived    of   n   father's  care   bj    death, 

and  "n>  thrown  u|K>n  his  ow  plet- 

ing  I,  .in  nud  obtaining;  n    living.      In    the 

~l mm ii ir  of  I  3'2  I 

Mass.,  nnd  to< 

■  t    Kitlridgi    iS     IV< 
!   I  \\  .  -    | 

■  I  fall  « iili  tlii-   lii in, 
i  the  winter  tei  in  ■ 
iwn. 
In  the  spi  in  -. 
1 1  if  I   the  sen  ii  c  "f   the  whale   ship      \ 
anil  ii|i"ii  the  Ii 
much  informal 
-*• 


the  world 

hi  ilie  month  "f  July  folio* 

:,!     i      M 

upon  hei  ther  shorl 

-  found  him  in  Philadelphia, 

the  empl< 
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studies  he  removed  with  his  family  to  the  town  of 
Sherman,  now  Sturgis,  this  county,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  n  resident. 

Having  secured  a  lucrative  practice,  Dr.  Packard 
followed  bis  profession  continuously  until  the  spring 
Of  1850,  when  his  close  application  to  his  duties 
began  to  have  a  perceptible  effect  upon  his  health. 
He  now  decided  upon  a  trip  to  California,  and  ac- 
cordingly spent  the  summer  following  in  the  gold 
fields  of  the  New  Eldorado.  lie  was  successful  in 
the  mines,  obtaining  a  reasonable  recompense  for 
his  time  and  trouble.  lie  returned  to  Sturgis  in 
the  spring  of  L851,  and  practically  retired  from 
practice,  although  occasionally  treating  the  old 
friends  who  were  unwilling  to  give  their  cases  into 
new  and  strange  hands. 

Since  withdrawing  from  his  profession  Dr.  Pack- 
ard has  been  identified  with  various  business  enter- 
prises iu  the  city,  serving  as  a.  Director  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  lie  has  distinguished  himself  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  one  having  a  warm  interest 
in  the  growth  and  progress  of  his  adopted  Stale.      In 

religious  sentiment  he  possesses  a^  broad,  liberal  and 
Catholic  spirit,  and  while  being  a  man  of  decided 
views,  with  his  own  peculiar  beliefs  and  conviction-. 
he  willingly  accords  that  same  privilege  to  others 
without  comment  or  reflection,  lie  was  originally 
a  Whig  in  politics,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  cordially  embraced  its  prin- 
ciples, and  has  been  a  supporter  of  its  general  policy 
up  to  the  presenl  time. 

Dr.  Packard  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  a 
family  of  live  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Nelson  I. 
was  born  April  8,  1830,  and  married  Miss  Lizzie 
A.Toby,  Oct.  l."i,  1856;  they  have  no  children. 
This  son  is  President  of  the  National  Bank  of  Stur- 
gis, a  man  of  line  talents,  and  a  highly  respected 
citizen.  Homer  II.  Packard  was  born  Aug.  Mi,  1832, 
and  married  Mi-s  Sarah  C.  Stillman.  Dee.  [),  1858; 
he  is  a  druggist  by  profession,  and  a  resident  of 
Cheboygan,  this  State:  he  has  no  children.  Emily 
M.  was  born  Nov.  G,  1831,  and  was  married  to 
Henry  S.  Church,  Oct.  25,  1860;  Mr.  C.  is  a  grocer 
in  good  circumstances,  and  a  resident  of  Sturgis; 
they  have  no  children.  Frank  S.  was  born  Feb. 
18.  and  was  married,  Sep:.  25,  1860,  to  Miss 
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.lane  E.  Clark:  they  have  three  children,  Frank  I., 
( iertrude  A.  and  James  J.,  and  are  residents  of  Stur- 
gis; his  son  Frank,  Jr..  was  born  Aug.  17.  1861, 
became  a  youth  of  great  promise,  choosing  the  pro- 
fession of  medicine,  and  was  graduated  from  Ann 
Arbor  (Mich.)  Medical  College;  he  died  at  Che- 
boygan, Feb.  8,  L888.  Gertrude  A.  married  Nelson 
Fpham,  and  lives  in  Cheboygan,  Vicing  the  mother 
of  one  son.  Frank  Sherman  :  James  I.  was  born  Oct. 
8,  1868,  married  Miss  Bertha  Miner,  and  is  the 
father  of  two  children,  a  son  Frank  and  a  daughter, 
l.uciua  M.  Packard  was  horn  Jan.  26,  1843,  and 
married  Thomas  J.  Acheson,  Oct.  1.  1863;  they 
have  three  sons:  Frederick  I.,  born  April  29,  1866; 
Nelson  II..  May  17,  1874;  and  Thomas  J.,  Aug.  7, 
1885.     All  live  in  Emporia,  Lyons  Co.,  Kan. 

The  ancestral  history  of  this  branch  of  the  Pack- 
ard family  is  as  follows:  Probably  the  firsl  repre- 
sentative in  this  country  was  one  Samuel  Packard, 
who,  with  his  wife  and  eight  children,  came  from 
Windham,  near  Hingham,  in  England,  in  the  ship 
■'Diligence,"  of  Ipswich,  with  133  passengers.  John 
Marl  in.  Master,  and  settled  in  Hingham.  in  the  year 
1638.  Thence  he  went  to  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  in  1684.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, namely  :  Elizabeth,  Samuel.  Zaccheus,Thomas, 
John.  Nathaniel  (  our  subject ),  Mary.  Hannah.  Israel. 
Joel,  Deborah  and  Deliverance. 

Nathaniel,  one  of  the  sons  of  Samuel  Packard, 
and  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  John  Kingman,  and  became  the 
father  of  thirteen  children,  namely:  Samuel;  Zaeha- 
riah,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject ;  <  feorge, 
Fearnot,  Margaret,  Sarah.  Lydia,  Faithful,  Hannah. 
Deliverance.  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Deborah.  Zacha- 
riah  married  Abigail,  the  daughter  of  Richard  Dav- 
enport, in  1724,  and  became  the  father  of  four 
children — Elijah,  Abigail.  Nathaniel  and  Nathan. 
Rev.  Elijah,  the  son  of  Zaehariah,  was  graduated 
from  Howard  University  in  17.">0,  and  settled  in 
the  ministry  at  Plymouth,  in  1764.  lie  after- 
ward went  to  Marlboro,  and  was  married  to  Mary 
Rider;  they  became  the  parents  ,,f  four  children — 
Abigail,  Benjamin,  Elijah  and  Mary.  Benjamin 
married  Mehitable  Fobes,  daughter  of  Eliab  Poles. 
in  1782,  and  moved  to  Vermont  in  1  7  s 4 .  Their  son 
l.\  man  was  born  in  January  of  that  year,  and  died 
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in  I  lecembei .  1 8111  j  Benjamin,  » bo 

I  April  19    i  - 
June 

i. ..ii,    M  n.l    died   March   I  I 

was  horn  in  I  '•'*■.  nnd  died  S 
ni,. I. ,  was  horn  M    - 

ii  wot    Ira,  i; 
Ii. 
r..  1. 1 1  ii,  i    r        rd,  l  who 

vn.i~  horn  in  Bi  r,  June  7 

tenant   in  III,    Re\  ..hll  i,  .ii.ii  \    \\  I    »:i 

duty  :>i  ili<'  bal  i  nnd  Itunkcr  II, li. 

and    witnessed    the   surrendi 

II.   w:i~  wounded  by  :i  hall  across  tin  and 

l,\    buckshot  in  the  ni  in.     I  Ic  saw  1 1 

from  behind  :i  hush,  and  >li«,i  through  the  hush,  and 

said  there  was  no  more  smoke  came  up  from  behind 

the  bush.     Elijah  Packard,  the  patern 

wayman,  •  n,  who  was  afterward  hung    for 

( Innadd 

folil.     Dr.  Ira  S., ■  subject,  has  a   deed   done  in 

1 1 > •  ■  hnndwritin  grandfather.  Aug.  2i>, 

lie  also  has  tin1  .>M  family   Bible  in  two  In 

.  which  was  printed  in    London,  England,    in 
i  bought  by  <  •  rand  father  Elijah  I ' 
.■ni.     It  baa  written  on  'Elijah   P 

ard,  lii^  l k,  price  '.'•_'  I .     Bough)  ..f  William  Joseph 

Snell,  of    Bridgcwater,  in  the  year   IT.'.: 
sum  in  American  money  would  be  HOI.i 

Mrs.  Emily  M.   (Hibl  kard,  the  wif< 

our  subject ,  was  1 i  in  4  x  n 

V.  April  28,  1811,  nnd  was  the   first   female    white 
child  n  nat  i\  .■  ol  that  counts        llei 
\      inah  Ilibbnrd,  :l  soldier  of    the    w 
win,  ely  wounded  nl  '  fueenston  n  I  h 
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Mr.  Dentler  made  liis  first  purchase,  forty  of  his 
120  acres  was  in  timber,  and  this,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  acres,  he  cleared  himself,  not  being 
financially  in  a  condition  to  employ  help.  Almost 
all  <>f  the  fifty-five  acres  subsequently  purchased  he 
also  cleared,  but  in  this  latter  was  helped  by  his 
sons,  then  growing  up. 

Mr.  Dentler's  success  in  life  is  attributable  nut 
(inly  t<>  his  capacity  for  work,  to  his  sturdy  enter: 
prist'  .-mil  persistent  will  power,  hut  also  to  the  fact 
thai  he  is  conscientious  ami  upright  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  does  by  others  as  he  would  like  to  he 
done  by,  thus  securing  the  respect  ami  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  Ih'  has  ably  tilled  some  of 
the  local  school  offices,  and  in  other  ways  per- 
formed the  duties  of  a  good  citizen.  1 1  i  —  political 
views  are  substantially  those  of  tin-  Republican 
party,  of  which  he  i-  an  earnest  supporter,  lie  ami 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
actively  assist  in  it>  good  work,  ami  ever  since  the 
organization  of  the  church  in  this  township  he  has 
filled  some  of  its  official  positions,  as  Elder,  Trus- 
tee, etc. 


ffi  A.  MARVIN.  The  Saturday  Mail  of  Stur- 
Lji.^  occupies  a  prominent  position  among  the 
newsy  journals  of  the  State,  ami.  as  con- 
ducted by  it-  presenl  editor  ami  proprietor, 
exercises  no  unimportaul  influence  upon  the  vari- 
ous questions  under  'li-iai-~i.ni  by  the  peopleof  the 
county.  .Mr.  Marvin  came  i"  Kturgis  in  1881.  ami 
has  been  connected  with  the  Mail  since  1886,  hav- 
ing edited  the  Michigan  Democrat  for  four  years. 
lie  is  a  \  ery  popular  man.  an  old  soldier,  and  a  citi- 
zen who  has  made  his  mark  in  his  community. 

Mi'.  Marvin,  a  native  of  Rochester,  N.  V..  was 
horn  in  1844.  when'  he  received  a-  good  an  edu- 
cation as  the  public  schools  of  that  city  afforded 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  vears.  at 
which  time  he  enlisted  as  a  I'nion  soldier  in  the 
105th  New  Voik  Infantry.  He  served  with  his 
regiment  in  the  second  battle  of  Hull  Run.  was  at 
South  Mountain.  Fredericksburg  and  Antietam.  and 
after  the  105th  was  consolidated  with  the  94th 
New  York  he.  as  a  member  thereof,  was  engaged  in 
Hie  battles  of  Gettysburg.     At  the  expiration  of  hi- 


first  term  he  re-enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war.  ami  took  part  in  a  number  of  prominent 
battles,  including  that  of  Five  Forks,  in  which  he 
received  a  wound  in  the  head,  which  came  near 
causing  him  to  he  mustered  out  for  all  time. 

The  record  of  Mr.  Marvin  as  a  soldier  was  highly 
creditable  in  all  respects,and  his  record  as  acitizen 
has  been  no  Less  so.  After  his  return  from  the 
army  he  took  up  his  abode  in  LeRoy,  N*.  V.  On  the 
1 2th  of  August,  1872,  he  was  married  in  the  city 
of  Hillsdale.  Mich.,  to  Miss  Emma  A.,  daughter  of 
Horace  1'.  Hitchcock,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Hills- 
dale County,  and  now  deceased.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  two  children  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Estella  May.  in  1874,  and  Clifton  in  1KM6.  The 
family  residence  is  pleasantly  located  opposite  the 
School  Park,  ami  is  the  resort  of  many  friends. 
Genial  and  hospitable,  Mr.  Marvin  i>  a  universal 
favorite  both  in  business  ami  social  circles.  He 
learned  the  printer's  trade  earls  in  life,  and  is 
therefore  well  tilted  to  conduct  a  newspaper  office 
in  all  its  details.  The  Mail  was  established  as  a 
neutral  sheet  in  politics,  and  in  order  to  fulfill  the 
promise  to  its  subscribers,  still  remains  so. 

In  1888  Mr.  Marvin  "a-  nominated  for  Register 
of  Deeds  as  the  successor  of  the  able  and  efficient 
Mr.  Hill,  and  ran  seventy-seven  votes  ahead  of  his 
ticket  in  Sturgis,  lacking  only  IOC  of  being  elected. 


KNRY  sKYlsoX  i>  a  tine  representative  of 
\    the  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  St.  Joseph 

County,  not  only  on  account  of  the  wealth 
he  has  accumulated  in  his  honorable  call- 
ing, and  that  he  owns  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  farms  in  Southern  Michigan,  very  pleas- 
antly located  in  Florence  Township,  but  that  for 
personal  integrity,  for  business  ability  and  upright- 
ness of  character,  he  stands  pre-eminent  among  his 
fellow-citizens,  lb-  i<  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
horn  Sept.  '-'1.  1825.  in  Turbotville,  Northumber- 
land County,  to  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Mowerer) 
Scvi.-on.  natives  of  <  rermany,  the  father  born  March 
II.  1792,  and  mother  in  July.  1795.  His  parents 
had  seven  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth,  live  sons  and  two  daughters.    The\ 
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died  »  lull    \  ol  in  the  |»i  inn  •  •!  life,  tl 

drowned  in  the  Susquehanna  Itivor,  at  M «  dam 

humbcrland   Co     I '  i     "  he mi 

but   four  years  old,      \ 

to  live  «  ith  M  i  w  i M in.ni  ■.  ith  «  hora  In- 
lived  until  In-  was  twenty-four  years  old.  lie 
came  with  In*  kind  hcnefactoi  to  M  fan  in 
■  had  scarcely  begun  to  merge  from 
ii-  )  •  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  \  ■  ■  wildness,  and  ever  since  thai  time 
he  hns  in  one  way  and  another  been  eloseh 
Identified  with  its  agricultural  and  business  inter- 
ests,     lie    first    wenl    i"    Scl leraft,  St.   .loseph 

County,  with  Mr.  Laird.  l>ni  they  immediately 
came  t>.  Florence  Township.  Oui  subject  was  then 
:i  strong  and  healthy  lad  and  was  of  groal  assistance 
to  his  guardian.      \t   the  i   he   took 

charge  of  his  farm,     lie  had    bill  little  time 

tend  scl I.  bill   studied  evenings  and  s|>are  hours 

through  tin'  day.      I"  sud n  a-   Mr.  Laird,  of 

whom  betook  counsel  "Inn  In-  was  forming  his 
business  habits,  and  Stephen  \  ickory,  of  whom  he 
purchased   hi-    farm,    In  fully    acknowh 

thai  I wes  his  success  in  life. 

i  Mir  subject  worked  foi  .lohn  Talbot,  in  <  entre- 
ville.  and  while  thus  engaged  enlisted  in  the  war 
\\itli  Mexico,  but  in  a  short  time  afterward  tin 
closed  and  hi-  company  was  disbanded,  lie  t i i  —  t 
in  work  I'm  himself  by  carrying  on  :i  farm  on 
shares  in  the  summer,  and  in  tin-  winter  in  making 

Hour  barrels  for  the  Hrm  of   M 'c  A  I'rotzmnn.of 

Tim,  Kivers  II.-  has  always  followed  farming, 
though  often  in  connection  with  other  business, 
and  he  bought  his  first  farm  ol   210  acres  when  he 

twenty -one  years  old,  having  accuinul 
which   In-  used   fur  hi-    first  payment  mi    the   land. 

II itinucd  for  some   years  in  make  flour  bn 

in  i  In'  «  inter,  still  having  his  hoim   with  Mr.  I 
carrying  mi   hi-   farm    I'm   him  in  addition    in   hi- 
trade.     Al  one  t inn'  In  years  in 

the  mercantile  business  at  White  I'igeon.  while  still 
managing  hi-  agricultural  ii 
did  not  |>n>\ •'  tin'  financial  I  an- 

1 1  <■  1  and  ii  up.  ami  has  since  di 

In-  attention  to  the  management  of  ' 
interests  ami  hi-  .  1 1 

prosperous  in  hi-  undertakings  that  at  mic  lime  In' 
.  m  in ■■  i     !.;;_'   ,i,i.-  land,    but 
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Iished,  in  prosperous  circumstances,  and  are  suc- 
cessful in  life.  Mr.  Sevison's  third  marriage,  April 
■2'2.  1879,  was  I"  Miss  Martha  Whited,  who  was 
born  in  LTrbana,  Ohio.  Now  8.  isto.  Her  parents, 
natives  respectively  of  New  York  ami  Virginia, 
were  married  in  Ohio,  and  had  four  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Sevison  was  the  eldest. 

Mr.  Sevison  has  been  very  influential  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  township,  although  the  pressing  claims 
of  his  business  have  no1  allowed  him  to  hold  office 
very  much.  In  public  as  well  as  in  private  life  lie 
has  shown  thai  keen  foresighl  and  discretion  that 
have  made  him  I  he  respected  ami  honored  man  that 
In-  is  to-day.  To  his  energy  and  patriotism  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  is  our  Government 
greatly  indebted,  as  he  was  one  of  that  large  class 
of  citizens  who  were  instrumental  in  raising  the 
•'sinews  of  war."  doing  as  much  in  their  way  as  the 
soldiers  of  the  field,  staying  at  no  sacrifice,  and 
using  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  furnish  men 
and  money  for  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion.  1  le 
was  one  of  the  foremosl  men.  at  the  time  when 
soldiers  were  secured  by  draft,  in  tilling  the  quota 
of  Florence  Township,  and  in  aiding  those  who 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  drafted,  being  called 
up  at  any  and  all  hours  of  the  night  to  render  as- 
sistance to  his  townsmen  by  taking  his  team  ami 
driving  to  Kalamazoo,  the  Provost  Marshal's  head- 
quarters, to  which  office  he  was  appointed  during 
the  war.  ami  helping  his  neighbors  to  adjust  their 
difficulties.  Through  his  individual  efforts  the 
township  of  Florence  had  the  best  record  of  any 
township  in  the  county  for  faithfulness  and  thor- 
oughness during  the  ordeal  of  filling  epiotas  and 
raising  money.  When  the  legality  of  a  certain 
draft  wa-  questioned,  and  an  indignation  meeting 
was  held  al  Kalamazoo.  Mr.  Sevison  was  appointed 
by  tin'  board  to  go  to  DetroM  and  confer  with  <  ol. 
Hill,  to  procure  from  him  an  order  to  show  the  il- 
legality of  t  lie  draft;  the  hoard  knowing  the  energj 
and  indomitable  "ill  and  influence  of  our  subject. 
and  the  (ordinarily)  unapproachable  character  of 
the  one  to  Ke  consulted,  chose  him  as  the  one  best 
adapted  to  bring  about  the  desired  result.  A  large 
assembly  had  repaired  to  t he  court-house  and  court- 
house grounds,  anxiously  awaiting  the  return  of 
Mr.  Sevison.  to  hear  the  news,  in  a  state  of  intense 


excitement,  but  on  his  arrival  with  his  reports  the 
meeting  was  immediately  quieted,  and  then  our 
subject,  with  Hon.  Charles  Upton,  was  chosen  to 
proceed  to  Washington,  D.  (..where  the  matter 
was  satisfactorily  adjusted  and  the  drafted  men 
were  released.  The  order  was  made  for  three  years 
and  these  men  were  called  for  only  one  year,  which 
was  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble.  At  the  close  of 
the  war.  when  the  heavy  taxation  imposed  upon  the 
people  was  a  source  of  bitterness,  again  Mr.  Sevi- 
son was  called  upon  a-  arbitrator,  when  he  again 
succeeded    in    adjusting    everything    satisfactorily 

ami  for  the  best   interests  of   the  people. 

Mr.  Sri  ison  is  an  honored  member  of  the  C'om- 
mandery  of  K.  T..  being  one  of  the  flrsl  members 
of  Sturgis  Commandery,  and  a  charter  member  of 
Three  Rivers  ( 'ommandery.  I  le  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican and  a  power  in  his  community,  tie  united 
with  the  church  at  about  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  ami  has  been  an  Elder  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  over  twenty  years,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
earnesl  workers  in  the  building  up  of  the  Sabbath- 

Scl Is.    and    taught    the    first    one    ill     (  enl  revi  I  le. 

(  Kir  subject's  family  are  all  members  of  the  church 
and  conscientious  workers  in  their  respective  places. 


[CHARD  BARN  ARD.     A  -  a  gentleman  win .. 

y  his  enterprise   and    practical   ability   has 


materially  advanced  the  agricultural  intei- 
^f|ests  of  St.  Joseph  County,  representing 
he  does,  two  of  its  important  townships,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  sketch  occupies  no  unim- 
portant place  among  its  citizens,  and  should  reci  ive 
due  recognition  in  this  work,  lie  owns  two  valua- 
ble and  well-improved  farms,  one  in  Florence 
Township  and  one  on  section  25,  (  onstanliue  Tow  n- 
ship.  The  latter  is  under  his  personal  supervision, 
and  there,  in  the  pleasant  home  that  he  has  built 
up,  be  i-  passing  his  declining  years. 

His  parents.  William  and  Eliza  W.  (Cross)  Bar- 
nard, were  respected  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
being  among  its  earliest  settlers,  and  for  many  years 
they  were  members  of  its  farming  community,  with 
patience  and  self-sacrifice  enduring  the  hardships  of 
life  in  the  wilderness,  that  they    might    build    up  a 
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experience,  of  good  understanding,  keen,  prompt, 
and  withal,  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  may  well 
be  classed  among  the  most  trustworthy  and  es- 
teemed citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  was 
formerly  identified  with  the  Reformed  Church,  but 
is  now  a  prominent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 


ffiOHN  LOHOFF  is  numbered  among  the  most 
able,  enterprising  and  wide-awake  farmers 
i  >f  St.  Joseph  County,  and  in  him  Constan- 
tine  Township  has  one  of  her  most  valuable 
citizens.  lie  there  owns  a  farm  which  for  fertility, 
productiveness,  neat,  tasty  and  commodious  build- 
ings, is  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  the  dwelling  erected  thereon  is  considered  one 
of  the  finest  in  this  part  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and 
is  an  ornament  to  the  locality. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  his  birth 
occurred  in  that  distant  country  April  17,  1832. 
His  parents.  John  and  Anna  M.  ( Lamy )  Lohoff, 
were  likewise  natives  of  that  Empire,  and  there 
spent  their  entire  lives.  Our  subject  was  reared  in 
his  native  land,  and  inherited  from  virtuous  and 
industrious  parents  those  traits  of  character  which 
form  the  best  legacy  that  children  can  inherit  to 
make  life  a  success — an  independent,  self-reliant 
spirit,  strong  muscles  and  ability  to  use  them.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  decided  to  try  his  fort- 
une in  America,  having  been  previously  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  country.  After 
a  voyage  of  some  weeks  he  landed  in  New  York, 
and  went  directly  to  Canada.  lie  there  found  em- 
ployment on  the  Great  Western  Railway,  and  in  a 
short  time  he  came  to  Detroit.  He  worked  there 
-ix  months  in  a  brickyard,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852 
made  his  way  to  St.  Joseph  County.  He  found 
employment  on  a  farm  in  Constantine,  north  of  the 
village,  and  continued  there  until  1862,  when  he 
In  iughta  farm  in  the  town-hip.  comprising  fifty-three 
acres.  15y  persistent  and  untiring  labor  he  has  not 
only  brought  this  land  to  an  admirable  state  of  cul- 
tivation, but  has  been  so  successful  and  has  culti- 
vated it  to  so  much  profit  that  he  has  been  enabled 
to  increase  the  acreage  of  hi-  land  by  further  pur- 
chase, so  that  his  farm  now  comprises  120  acres  of 


well-improved  land,  and  with  its  neat  and  tasty 
buildings  is  considered  one  of  the  most  desirable 
estates  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  has  erected  one 
of  the  finest  residences  in  this  part  of  the  count\ . 

In  1859  Mr.  Lohoff  made  a  trip  to  Pike's  Peak 
in  search  of  gold.  He  was  away  from  St.  Joseph 
Count}'  in  all  thirteen  months,  six  of  which  were 
spent  in  the  diggings;  not  being  very  succi  — 
ful  in  the  search  for  the  precious  metals  he  went  to 
Missouri,  and  from  there  back  to  his  Michigan  home, 
arriving  in  Constantine  in  April,  1S(J0. 

Mr.  Lohoff  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Henrietta  L.  Field,  in  Porter  Township.  Cass  (  0., 
Mich.,  Aug.  12.  1862.  Her  parents,  the  late  Harvey 
and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Field,  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. The  mother  died  in  Porter  Tawnship,  (  ass 
Co.,  Mich.,  and  the  father  in  Chautauqua  County. 
N.  V.  Mrs.  Lohoff  was  the  fifth  child  in  a  family 
of  eight  children,  and  was  born  March  26.  1835, 
in  Cohocton,  Steuben  Co..  X.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lo- 
hoff have  had  two  children — Helen  L.  and  Martha 
A.  Grief  ha.-  come  to  this  happy  household  in  the 
death  of  the  beloved  daughter  and  sister  Helen,  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  they  can  realize  the 
truth  of  the  poet's  words: 

Ti-  sorrow  builds  the  shining  ladder  up. 
Whose  golden  rounds  are  our  calamities 
Whereon  our  firm  feet  planting,  nearer  God 
The  spirit  climbs,  and  hath  its  eyes  unsealed. 

True  is  it  that   Death's  face  seems  stern  and  cold 
When  he  is  sent  to  summon  those  we  love: 
But  all  God's  angels  come  to  us  disguised. 
Sorrow  and  sickness,  poverty  and  death. 
One  after  another  lift  their  frowning  masks, 
And  we  behold  the  seraph's  face  beneath. 

With  every  anguish  of  our  earthly  part 

The  spirit's  sight  grows  clearer:  this  was  meant 

When  Jesus  touched  the  blind  man's  lids  with  clay. 

Life  is  the  jailer.  Death  the  angel  sent 

To  draw  the  unwilling  bolts  and  set  us  free. 

Our  subject  may  well  be  proud  of  the  success 
that  he  has  achieved  in  his  adopted  country,  and  of 

the  honorable  position  that  he  occupies   at il 

agriculturists  of  St.  Joseph  County  who  have  as- 
sisted  in    bringing   it   to  its   present  advanced  and 
prosperous  condition,      lb'  is  a  man  of  marked  en 
ergy  and  capacity,  and  i-  prompt  and  reliable  in  hi- 
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and  Edith  I.  are  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Beckwith's 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  Ann  Rote,  and  she  was  born 
in  Turbotville.  Northumberland  Co..  Pa.,  Oct.  23, 
1834.  she  was  the  fourth  child  of  the  twelve  chil- 
dren, two  son>  and  ten  daughters,  born  to  the  late 
Solomon  and  Maria  (Denther)  Rote,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Northampton  County,  and  of  the  city  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  They  came  to  St.  Joseph  County 
in  1848.  ami  settling  in  Mottville,  made  their  home 
there  until  deatli ;  he  died  Oct.  1, 1874,  and  she  on 
March  8,  L880. 

Mr.  Beckwith  has  hail  the  fortune  to  witness  al- 
most tin-  entire  growth  of  st.  Joseph  County,  since 
at  the  time  of  his  earliest  recollections  it  can  scarcely 
have  emerged  from  its  primitive  wildness.  The 
greater  part  of  the  primeval  forest  with  which 
Southern  Michigan  was  mostly  clothed  musl  still 
have  been  awaiting  the  ax  of  the  pioneer,  and  in 
their  depths  still  lurked  the  bear,  the  wolf  and  other 
wild  animals,  that  preyed  sometimes  on  the  little 
flock  of  sheep  or  invaded  the  pen  and  made  away 
with  some  choice  porker  that  the  early  settler  was 
raising  against  the  time  of  need.  Deer,  wild  turkeys 
and  other  choice  name  were  then  plentiful,  and  often 

graced  the  table  of  the  pioneer.  Our  subject  was 
familiar  with  the  Indians,  who  when  his  parents 
first  removed  to  Michigan  still  frequented  their  old 
haunt-,  and  for  whom  lie  has  always  had  a  friendly 
feeling.  It  lias  been  his  privilege  not  only  to  wit- 
ness the  wondrous  change  thai  has  since  been 
brought  about,  but  to  have  been  an  actor  in  it.  By 
his  well-directed  and  untiring  labors  he  has  nol  onlj 
achieved  prosperity  himself,  but  has  contributed  to 
tin  materia]  welfare  of  hi^  township  and  county. 
Mr.  Beckwith  is  honored  in  religious,  social,  busi- 
ness and  pi  ilit  ieal  circles  in  this  community  as  a  man 
of  sound  principles  and  good  habits,  one  who  is 
trustworthy  in  every  respect.  Religiously,  lie  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  As  a  good  citizen,  he  earnestly  seeks 
to  promote  the    welfare  of  Constantine  Township. 

and  as  a  member  of  the  Scl 1  Hoard  has  faithfully 

assisted  in  advancing  the  cause  of  education.  Mrs. 
Beckwith  has  actively  co-operuted  with  her  husband 
ill  his  work,  and  has  Keen  an  important  factor  in 
bringing  about  his   prosperous  circumstances,   and 


we  cannot  close  this  biography  of  her  husband  with- 
out  a    further    word    in    her    behalf.      In    her   are 

blended  all  the  qualities  that  goto  make  up  a  g I 

and  true  woman,  and  she  tills  in  a    pel  feet    measure 
the  duties  of  wife,  mother  and  friend. 


LEWIS  has  been  a  resident  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and 
of  this  county  for  twenty-two.  His  native 
State  is  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
loth  of  January,  1807.  "While  he  was  yet  an  in- 
fant, his  parent-.  Griffith  and  Margaret  Lewis,  who 
were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  removed  to 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father  carried  on 
his  trade,  which  was  that  of  a  shoemaker,  in  con- 
nection with  the  working  of  his  farm. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
fifteen  children.  He  had  little  opportunity  for  ob- 
taining an  extensive  schooling,  but  early  in  life  lie- 
came  well  acquainted  with  everything  connected 
with  farming,  which  he  has  chiefly  followed  through 
life.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  forty-three  acres  of 
well-tilled,  productive  land,  and  has  put  up  a  very 
comfortable  farm  dwelling,  which  is  a  most  pleas- 
ant home. 

Twice  has  our  subject  stood  before  the  altar  of 
Hymen.  On  the  6th  of  June.  1831,  he  became  the 
husband  of  Clarrissa  Bristol,  the  excellent  daughter 
of  Cyrus  Bristol,  of  New  York.  They  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  namely:  Mary  Jane,  who 
married  Mr.  Thomas  Shipley,  of  Pulfney  ville. 
Wayne  Co..  X.  Y. ;  Daniel,  deceased;  Sarah  A., 
now  the  wife  of  lion.  Otis  Moe.  of  this  township; 
Amanda,  who  died  when  ten  months  old;  Mar- 
garet, deceased;  Ansel,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  ami  died  and  was  buried  at 
Pair  Oaks;  Eliza  Ann.  now  Mrs.  Edward  Cummins; 
Rachael  is  married  to  Elius  Shelley,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  husband  and  parents  on  the 
home  farm:  and  Amanda  Sophia,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam  Johnson,  of  Fawn  River. 

The  first  wife  of  our  subject  died  in  lawn  River 
in  1869,  and  on  the  17th  of  November,  1871,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.   Sarah    K.  liaison. 
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make  life  worth  living  to  a  serene  and  gracious  old 
age.  In  them  kindness  and  charity  are  personified, 
and  their  warm  hearts  and  open  hands  feel  and  re- 
spond to  any  call  for  aid  for  the  weak,  the  unfort- 
unate or  the  downtrodden.  In  so  brief  a  sketch 
we  cannot  relate  the  deeds  of  bounty  that  have 
called  down  blessings  on  their  venerable  heads,  but 
we  will  mention  that,  notwithstanding  they  have 
had  children  of  their  own  to  care  for,  they  have 
reared  five  orphans,  who  found  with  them  happy 
homes,  not  only  in  a  comfortable  abode,  but  in 
hearts  which  gave  a  father's  love  and  care  and  a 
mother's  devotion  and  tenderness.  One  of  the  chil- 
dren died  young,  but  the  remaining  ones  have 
been  reared  to  honorable  and  happy  lives.  Would 
that  more  who  are  far  richer  than  our  subject  and 
his  wife  in  material  wealth  would  follow  their  noble 
example,  and  rescue  helpless  and  homeless  little  or- 
phans from  want  and  misery. 

Mr.  Gladding  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  vil- 
lage government,  and  has  been  a  wise  and  trust- 
worthy civic  official,  often  holding  responsible  of- 
fices. In  politics,  the  Republican  party  finds  a 
stanch  supporter  in  him.  Religiously,  he  and  his 
wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

■     -ii  £^»s^4»-H 

RANKLIN  WELLS.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  figures  of  Constantine  Village 
and  vicinity  is  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  810  acres  of  land, 
a  very  valuable  property  located  within  three  miles 
of  the  corporation.  This  land  is  devoted  to  stock 
purposes,  Mr.  Wells  buying,  feeding  and  raising  in 
large  numbers  horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  making  a 
specialty  of  the  two  latter.  He  usually  keeps  a 
herd  of  a  hundred  head  of  cattle,  about  400  head 
of  sheep,  and  twenty-five  head  of  horses.  As  a 
wool  producer  it  is  probable  that  he  is  excelled  by 
few  in  Southern  Michigan.  Possessing  great  en- 
ergy and  perseverance,  with  admirable  business 
capacities,  while  accumulating  a  small  fortune  he 
has  at  the  same  time  been  of  great  service  in  de- 
veloping the  resources  of  this  section. 

Joseph  Wells,  the  father  of  our  subject,  came  to 
-4* 


this  county  with  his  family  in  1837,  arriving  here 
on  the  1 2th  of  June,  shortly  after  Michigan  had  been 
transformed  from  a  Territory  into  a  State.  He 
first  settled  on  the  old  Chicago  road  in  Mottville 
Township,  but  lived  there  only  a  short  time,  remov- 
ing thence  to  Constantine,  where  both  parents  died 
a  few  years  later,  the  mother  in  1843  and  the  father 
in  1847.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Franklin, 
our  subject,  was  the  youngest  born.  The  latter 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  April  19,  1823,  in 
Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth,  from  the  age  of  fifteen,  amid  the 
scenes  of  pioneer  life,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  primitive  schools  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  at 
an  early  age  developed  more  than  ordinary  abili- 
ties, and  soon  after  reaching  his  majority  was 
elected  to  the  minor  offices  of  his  township,  in  some 
of  which  he  has  served  most  of  the  time  since  then, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  almost 
continuously  since  1844. 

Young  Wells  took  kindly  to  the  various  employ- 
ments of  farm  life,  and  at  an  early  age  conceived 
the  idea  of  securing  land  of  his  own,  to  be  followed 
in  due  time  by  a  home  and  domestic  ties.  In  1842, 
at  Constantine,  he  had  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Helen  M.  Briggs,  and  they  were  united  in 
marriage  Oct.  31,  1844.  This  lady  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Cynthia  (Kidder)  Briggs,  who 
were  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Briggs  died  when  comparatively  a 
young  man,  at  Easton,  N.  V.  The  mother  sub- 
sequently came  to  this  county,  settling  in  Constan- 
tine, where  her  death  took  place  in  1867.  Mrs. 
Wells  was  born  in  Easton,  N.  Y..  June  15,  1822. 
She  was  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  father's 
death.  She  is  a  niece  of  Mrs.  John  S.  Barry, 
whose  husband  became  Governor  of  Michigan,  and 
accompanied  them  to  this  state,  living  with  them 
until  her  marriage,  which  took  place  from  Gov. 
Barry's  house.  ( If  this  union  there  have  been  born 
nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter, 
Helen  M.,  continues  at  home  with  her  parent'-; 
Willis  II.  is  farming  on  his  land  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, this  county;  Jeannette  is  the  wife  of  Hon. 
Levi  B.  French,  of  Yankton,  Dak.;  Fanny  II.  is  the 
widow  of  Dr.  S.  D.  Radley,  and   lives  with  her  par- 
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home  of  a  daughter  in  the  eitj  of  Buffalo,  N.  V. 
Their  family  included  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
Alfred  L.  being  the  fourth  son. 

Mr.  Driggs  was  born  in    Rensselaerville,  N.   Y., 


wheel,  and  after  a  few  logs  had  been  gotten  out, 
the  dam  broke,  and  it  was  only  by  the  most  super- 
human efforts  that  the  mill  was  saved  from  being 
washed   away.     For  over  four   months  thereafter 


Aug.  25,  1807.     He  spent  the  greater   part  of    his       Mr.  Driggs  scarcely  lost   sight  of  it  day  or  night, 


boyhood  and  youth  at  his  father's  farm,  remaining 
a  member  of  the  parental  household  until  reaching 
his  majority.  Then,  with  the  usual  desire  of  youth 
for  a  change  of  scene  and  occupation,  he  went  into 
the  lumber  regions  about  fifteen  miles  from  Johns- 
town, X.  V.,  having  been  appointed  foreman   of   a 

Set  of  men.  and  was  thus  occupied  about  two  years. 
In  May.  1831,  lie  migrated  to  Michigan  Territory, 
and  secured  possession  of  a  lumber-mill  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jackson,  becoming  the  lessee,  and  oper- 
ating it  until  the  fall  of  that  year.  This  was  then 
the  only  institution  of  its  kind  in  that  county,  and 
probably  would  have  proved  a  source  of  profit,  had 
its  operations  not  been  interrupted  by  the  ague, 
which  attacked  our  subject  and  caused  him  to  leave 
that  region. 


running  it  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four. 
There  were  then  none  of  the  facilities  to  ship  lum- 
ber enjoyed  by  the  lumbermen  of  the  present  day. 
and  the  whole  business  proved  very  expensive,  he 
being  able  to  ship  little  besides  plank. 

In  June,  1836,  Mr.  Driggs  sold  his  mill  property 
and  100  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  for  $4,500, 
and  oilier  land  for  $1,500.  Chicago,  III.,  was  then 
but  an  inferior  town,  giving  no  promise  whatever 
of  its  future  importance.  To  thai  place  Mr.  Driggs 
journeyed  on  horseback,  but  on  his  arrival  there  it 
appeared  to  him  little  more  than  a  mushroom,  and 
he  consequently  did  not  invest  any  of  his  capital. 
returning  home  with  it  as  he  had  started.  In  the 
summer  of  1836  he  applied  a  portion  of  it  to  the 
purchase  of   2(1(1   acres    of    land  in    Branch   and   St. 


[n  coming  to  Michigan  the  objective  point  of  Joseph  Counties,  this  State.  A  few  months  later 
our  subject  had  been  White  Pigeon,  this  county,  '  he  purchased  and  built  on  what  is  now  known  as 
where  he  purposed  investing  in  land.  After  akin-  Broad  street  in  Constantino  Township,  then  a  tract 
doning  his  mill  enterprise  he  carried  out  his  first  :  of  timber  land.  He  cleared  a  portion  of  this,  put- 
plan,  securing  a  tract  of  eighty-seven  acres  in  Con-  ting    up  a    dwelling  and   living  there  until  1862. 


Stantine  Township.  This  lay  about  one  mile  north 
Of  the  present  village  site.  lie  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  settle  upon  it,  and  resolved  to  go  to  Detroit, 
whence,  if  bis  health  was  not  better,  he  would  re- 
turn to  Xew  York  state.     While  sick  with  the  ague 


The  year   following,  there    being    indications   that 
(  oust  ant  i  lie  Village  might  become  a  desirable  place 

of  residence,  he  erected  a  line  dwelling,  wit  Inn  which 
when  completed  he  look  up  his  abode. 

Mr.  Driggs  had  in  the  meantime  invested  a  por- 


at  White  Pigeon,  St.  Joseph  County,  he  made  the  tion  of  his  capital  in  about  1,600  acres  of  pine  land 
acquaintance  of  a  Mr.  Iving,  who  had  some  means  on  i'lat  River,  in  Montcalm  County,  where  he  put  up 
for  which   he   was  seeking    profitable    investment,       a  sawmill  which  he  operated  about  eighteen   years, 


disposing  of  the  producl  in  ( 'hicago.   Prior  to  this  he 
had  purchased  a  sawmill,  gristmill,  a  distillery,  and 


Mr.  DliggS,  whose  health  was  somewhat  improved. 

went    to    Bronson    Township.    Branch    County,    to 

look  at  a  mill  site  of   which  he  had    learned.      Here    ,    a  number  of    town  lots  southeast  of    White  Pigeon. 

he  was  joined   by  King,    a    partnership    formed    be-  on  the  road  to  Lima.   lud.       lie  only   held  this  prop- 

tween  them,  and  the  building  of  the  mill  begun.  ert\  about  three  years,  disposing  of  it  then  togood 
Mr.  King,  however,  later,  upon  tlie  advice  of  friends,  advantage.  In  1872  he  invested  in  land  on  Sand 
decided  to  go  further  West,  and  assigned  his  inter-  '  Lake,  which  is  slowly  but  surely  becoming  val- 
es! in  the  mill  properly  to  our  subject,  giving  him  liable. 

two  vears  to  pay  for  the  same  It  will  thus  be  seen  thai  Mr.  Driggs  has  led  a 
Mr.  Driggs.  after  encountering  many  difficulties  vcrv  active  life,  and  he  has  been  for  the  most  part 
and  hardships,  at  last  was  enabled  to  begin  opera-  fortunate  in  his  investments.  After  the  comple- 
tions in  his  mill  about  the  middle  of  October.  18:i2.  lion  of  Ins  residence  he  erected  a  brick  block  in 
The  machinery  was  run  b\   the  old-fashioned  water  Constantino,  and   later   purchased   the  Commercial 
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took  ii  \  .1  \  net ivo  part  in  |H)!itical  mntterx,  his  sym- 
pathies In-ill-  uniformly  «iili  the  Democrat!    | 

onscientiousness  and  intcgi  it  \    Hum 
who  excel  him,  as  is  evinced  bj  the  expn 
confidence  and  esteem  which  are  to  be  met  with  on 
<\  orj  hand  among  lii-  fellow  -'it  i 

\iii-i 'Ailing   iii:m\    other   positions  ..i    trust,  in 
which  In  i  himself  in  n  mnnnci  jjreatbi    to 

his  credit,  our  subject  was  elected  n  nilier  of  the 

Michigan  Legislature  in  the   fall  of    I8-H5,  serving 

his  term  acceptably,   and    in   c lection   with    tin- 

ni'in\    measures   undei    discussion,   evincing    i v 

than  ordinan  good   judgmenl    and  foresight,     lie 
represented  Constantino   Township  in   the  County 

Board  hi  Su|>crvi8ors  :i  pe I  of  eleven  years,  and 

in  both  Branch  and  tlii~  county  has  olllciate<l  as 
.lust ice  of  the  Pence.  There  have  been  few  inter- 
ests connected  with  (  onstnntiue  and  vicinity  which 
have  uol  sought  his  counsel,  and  to  which  In 
over  given  :i  cheerful  and  attentive  hearing.  The 
status  of  a  community  is  dcpcndcnl  ii|x>n  the  nun 
who  have  been  the  mosl  prominent  during  its  em- 
state,  Mini  M  i .  I  >i  pioneer  of  <  on- 
stnutine  is  eminently   worthy    of   recoiil   as  01 

its  builders,  and  :i 'intcd  »itli  it-  mosl  iin|xtrtnnl 

interests. 

Miss  Frances  M.  I'case  became  the   wife  of  our 
i   \|.i\   25),  1883,  the  wedding  taking  pin 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  Jackson,  Mil  Ii.      I  his  lady 
« as  l)om  in  I lnni|>shiro  <  mint \ .  M 
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three  years,  then  embarked  in  the  meat-market  busi- 
ness at  Sturgis,  where  he  operated  successfully  un- 
til 1877.  Hotel  life,  however,  had  greater  charms, 
and  the  year  following  he  purchased  the  Park  Hotel 
at  Burr  Oak,  which  he  conducted  very  successfully 
for  a  period  of  ten  years.  He  was  married,  in  1868, 
to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  .lames  Jones,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Oswego  County,  N.Y.,  and  who  was  born 
in  1828. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ketchum  commenced  the  journey 
of  life  together  in  1868,  and  have  lived  harmoni- 
ously together  for  a  period  of  over  twenty  years. 
Providence  bestowed  upon  them  no  children,  but 
they  have  gathered  around  them  hosts  of  warm 
friends,  and  will  never  suffer  for  lack  of  kindly  at- 
tention and  affection  in  sickness  or  in  health.  Mr. 
Ketchum  lias  always  been  an  active  member  of  his 
community,  giving  liberally  of  his  time  and  means 
to  those  enterprises  calculated  for  the  best  good  of 
the  people,  socially,  morally  and  financially. 


4 


tfelLLIAM  STEAR  is  a  prominent  and  pros- 
7  |hi  oiis  fanner  of  Constantine  Township, 
^7\^  where  he  has  cleared  and  improved  as  good 
a.  farm  as  is  to  be  found  within  the  boundaries  of 
St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  a  native  of  England, 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  Jan.  1'.).  1828.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  in  his  native  shire,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried, July  2,  1850,  to  Miss  Frances  llayloek,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  shire  as  himself,  a  year  and  a 
few  days  later,  her  birth  occurring  Jan.  25,  1829. 
They  continued  to  reside  in  their  native  shire  until 
the  spring  of  1861,  when  they  came  to  America 
with  the  five  children  who  had  in  the  meantime 
been  born  to  them.  They  landed  at  New  York  and 
came  directly  to  Michigan.  For  three  years  after 
that  Mr.  Stear  worked  out  by  the  day  in  Constan- 
tine, and  by  prudence  and  wise  economy  he  had 
saved  up  enough  money  to  warrant  him  in  purchas- 
ing land  and  beginning  the  task  of  building  up  :i 
home.  He  first  bought  a  tract  of  forty  acres,  which  is 
still  included  in  his  present  farm.  It  was  then  nearly 
all  covered  with  woods.  In  the  years  of  toil  and 
hardship  that  followed,  in  which  he  was  aided  and 
encouraged  by  his  wife,  he  not  only  cleared  his  land 


from  the  forest  and  got  it  under  fine  cultivation, 
but  was  enabled  to  increase  its  area  by  further  pur- 
chase, until  he  now  owns  ninety-three  acres  of  fer- 
tile and  highly  productive  land,  and  he  and  his  wife 
have  built  up  a  very  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home,  of  which  they  may  well  be  proud. 

The  following  is  recorded  of  the  eleven  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stear:  Maria  is  the  wife  of 
Manford  Christian,  of  Constantine  Township;  Will- 
iam lives  at  home;  Mary  A.  died  when  about 
six  years  old:  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Brandal, 
of  Constantine  Village;  Charles  lives  in  Montana; 
Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Andy  t'raner,  of  Three  Rivers; 
Susie,  who  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Brokaw,  died  in 
Constantine.  July  2,  188-1;  George  is  a  school 
teacher;  Fannie  is  at  home;  Robert  H.  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Frank  is  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stear  are  people  whose  kind  hearts 
generously  respond  to  any  call  for  aid  or  sympathy 
from  the  unfortunate  or  needy,  and  all  such  find  in 
them  true  friends.  By  their  united  labors,  prudence 
and  wise  management  they  have  obtained  a  com- 
fortable competence,  and  can  pass  their  declining 
years  free  from  toil  and  anxious  cares  that  beset 
their  earlier  life.  Their  many  worthy  traits  of 
character  have  gained  them  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  :ill  in  the  community  of  which  they  have  been 
members  for  so  many  years.  Mr.  Stear  takes  a 
warm  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  adopted 
country,  and  votes  intelligently  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  considering  its  policy  the  safest  and 
best  in  the  guidance  of  National  affairs. 


(jp^&  AMUEL    VALENTINE,    the  oldest   estab- 

^^£      lished  grocer  in  Sturgis.  is  one  of  its  reprc- 

\Aff_Jw  sentative    business   men.     lie  has  a    good 

Store,  neatly   lilted  up.  and    carries    a    large 

and    well-sorted  stock,   comprising  a    full    line   of 

groceries,  provisions,  wooden  ware,    gloves,  mil  tens. 

tobacco  and  cigars,  lie  soils  ,-it  reasonable  prices, 
ami  from  his  long  experience  knows  well  how  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  his  large  trade. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lysander, 
Onondaga  Co..  X.  V..  .May  17.  1824.  His  father, 
Joseph  Valentine,  was  a  native  of  Greene  County, 
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summer  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Waite,  one  of  its  most 
eminent  and  successful  physicians. 

During  the  winter  of  1854-55  Mr.  French  at- 
tended lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 
The  spring  following  he  returned  to  Mottville. 
About  that  time  occurred  the  death  of  Dr.  Chase 
by  accident,  and  our  subject  for  a  time  succeeded 
to  hi.-  practice.  He  finally  drifted  out  of  themedi- 
cal  profession,  and  tinning  his  attention  to  mercan- 
tile business,  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  general 
merchandise  store  at  Mottville.  We  find  him  next 
established  in  a  book  stoic  at  Constantine,  of  which 
he  had  the  general  supervision,  and  was  thus  occu- 
pied one  year.  lie  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
Joseph  R.  Bonebright,  and  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bonebright  &  French  they  conducted  the  mercan- 
tile business  one  year  together,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time  Thomas  Mitchell  was  added  to  the 
firm.  The  admission  of  Mr.  Mitchell  brought  to 
them  additional  business,  and  there  was  organized 
in  addition  tin'  firm  of  T.  Mitchell  &  Co..  as  opera- 
tors of  the  hardware  business,  while  the  general 
merchandise  branch  was  conducted  under  the  old 
firm  name.  The  mercantile  career  of  Mr.  French 
embraced  about  four  years,  and  upon  the  dissolution 
of  the  partnerships  his  time  from  1861  to  1864  was 
spent  largely  in  closing  up  the  business  of  the  two 
firms. 

In  1864  Mr.  French  turned  his  attention  to  the 
lumber  trade,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  was  in 
partnership  with  the  late  Isaac  Benham.  In  1866 
he  again  formed  a  partnership  with  his  old  friend, 
Mr.  Bonebright,  and  they  operated  together  until 
1884.  In  1884  Thomas  Mitchell  was  admitted  as  a 
partner  in  the  lumber  business,  but  in  1886  he 
withdrew,  and  Mr,  French  now  operates  the  business 
alone. 

Mr.  French  several  years  ago  wisely  invested  a 
portion  of  his  capital  in  land,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  line  farm  of  120  acres  in  Lockport  Township, 
which  is  conducted  by  a  tenant.  In  1861  he  put 
up  the  first  brick  residence  in  Constantine,  a  hand- 
some, roomy  structure,  which  not  only  makes  a 
very    desirable    home,    but    is   an     ornament    to    the 

town.  If  is  built  in  the  midst  of  handsome  grounds, 
and  there  are  about  it  all  the  indications  of  taste 
and  culture  for  which  the  proprietor  is  noted. 


The  marriage  of  Albert  C.  French  and  Miss 
Esther  R.  Benham  took  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Constantine  Tillage,  April  17,  1858.  This 
lady  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  and 
Chloe  (Case)  Benham.  Mrs.  French  was  born  in 
Constantine,  Aug.  28,  1836,  and  is  a  lady  greatly 
esteemed  in  her  community,  possessing  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence  and  accomplishments. 

There  are  few  men  in  St.  Joseph  County  whose 
record  has  been  more  creditable  or  praiseworthy 
than  that  of  Mr.  French.  As  a  business  man  he  has 
been  active  and  enterprising,  prompt  to  meet  his 
obligations,  and  of  the  highest  integrity.  None 
have  taken  a  warmer  interest  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  to  the  va- 
rious enterprises  tending  to  this  end  he  has  given 
his  uniform  encouragement  and  support.  He  has 
been  honored  with  many  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility,  officiating  as  County  Recorder  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  and  occupying 
the  minor  offices.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Constan- 
tine Chapter  No.  Ill,  R.  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has 
lil lei  1  all  the  ofliees,  and  for  a  period  of  five  years 
was  the  Master  of  Siloam  Lodge  No.  35,  F.  t\:  A. 
M.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Three  Rivers  Command- 
ery  No.  29,  K.  T.  He  is  one  of  the  most  conscien- 
tious supporters  of  Democratic  principles.  A  man 
of  decided  views,  he  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon 
matters  of  general  interest,  and  is  essentially  one  of 
those  who  form  the  bone  and  sinew  of  a  well-regu- 
lated  community. 


^  ENRY  E.  R()( ) T,  a  wealthy  resident  of  Con- 
stantine Village,  where  he  is  living  in  retire- 
ment, is  well  known  throughout  Southern 
|»j}  Michigan,  not  only  as  one  of  St.  Joseph 
County's  most  honored  citizens,  but  as  a  fine  repre- 
sentative of  the  noble  pioneers  who  have  played 
such  an  active  part  in  her  development.  Coming 
here  in  all  the  strength  and  pride  of  early  manhood, 
he  has  not  only  witnessed  the  gradual  giving  way 
before  the  ax  of  the  pioneer  of  the  grand  old 
primeval  forest  that  for  centuries  had  covered  so 
much  of  this  region,  and  seen  large  towns  and  busy 
villages  take  the  place  of  the  humble  log  cabin  of 
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spring  settled  on  his  land  in  Constantine.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  there,  ami  actively  engaged  in  the 
development  of  a  farm  until  about  1852,  when  he 
returned  to  the  village  where  he  has  lived  since, 
with  the  exception  of  one  season  on  his  farm.  For 
six  years  lie  was  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness here,  but  in  the  spring  of  1858  lie  bought  the 
hotel  then  known  as  the  ^Yells  House,  but  now 
called  the  Romaine  House,  and  for  twenty-two 
years  was  successfully  engaged  in  its  management. 
In  his  capacity  as  ■■mine  host"  he  was  a  great  favor- 
ite with  the  traveling  public,  as  he  was  ever  frank, 
genial  and  obliging  in  his  manners,  and  his  wife. 
with  her  cheerful,  motherly  presence,  added  to  the 
popularity -of  their  hotel,  and  vied  with  him  in 
making  their  guests  comfortable.  Mr.  Root  l.-n-i-.  1 
his  hotel  in  1880,  and  has  since  lived  in  retire- 
ment, although  he  Mill  looks  after  his  farm  and 
other  property.  Resides  the  Romaine  House  he 
owns  loC>  acres  <>t  very  valuable  land,  all  in  C'on- 
stantine  Township.  In  all  his  career  as  a  business 
man  Mr.  Root  has  displayed  unusual  tact,  foresight 
and  ability,  and  all  his  transactions  have  been  con- 
ducted with  fairnessand  generosity.  He,  of  course, 
takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  county 
and  township,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for 
so  many  years,  now-  numbering  over  half  a  century, 
and  in  whose  upbuilding  he  has  borne  an  honorable 
part,  and  does  all  that  he  can  to  promote  the  vari- 
ous schemes  for  their  advancement.  Politically,  be 
.-tamls  by  the  Democratic  party  as  one  of  its  stanch- 
est  adherents. 

More  than  fifty  years  ago  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Constantine  to  Miss  Lucinda  Beck- 
with.  April  11,  1837,  being  the  date  of  their  wed- 
ding. Mrs.  Root  was  born  inSaybrook,  Ashtabula 
Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  10,  1816,  and  was  the  sixth  child  in 
the  family  of  ten  children  of  the  late  Levi  and  Lu- 
cinda (Starkweather)  Beckwith,  who  were  born  re- 
spectively in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  1777.  and  in 
Connecticut  in  1782.  Her  parents  first  settled  in 
Vermont,  and  thence  removed  to  Ashtabula  County, 
of  which  they  were  early  pioneers.  They  suIim'- 
quently  settled  in  the  township  of  Say  brook,  that 
county,  where  Mr.  Beckwith  bought  a  farm,  whereon 
he  and  his  family  lived  until  August,  1828,  when 
they  came  to  St.  Joseph    County,  this  state,  arriv- 


ing  at  a  point  on  the  White  Pigeon  Prairie,  Aug. 
6,  1828,  and  there  they  settled  near  the  wilderness, 
they  being  the  fifth  family  to  locate  on  that  prairie, 
and  Mr.  Beckwith  -owed  the  first  wheat  that  was 
ever  sown  on  the  prairie,  on  the  farm  which  is  now 
owned  by  Rodney  Beckwith.  They  settled  in  the 
southern  part  of  Constantine  Township,  where  they 
continued  to  live  until  death  called  them  hence,  the 
father  dying  in  September,  1839,  and  the  mother 
Aug.  10.  18-1*5.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Root  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the 
birth  of  a  family,  of  live  children:  Henry  L. ; 
Charles  O.  and  Mary  L.,  deceased;  Clarissa  A. 
ami  Aaron  C.  Clarissa  is  -the  wife  of  Dr.  Will- 
iam E.  Jewett,  of  Adrian,  Mich.  Aaron,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  Constantine  Township,  married  Anna 
McGill,  and  they  have  one  child,  Henry  E.,  Jr. 
Henry  L.,  the  eldest,  is  unmarried  and  lives  with 
his  parents,  helping  his  father  in  the  care  of  his 
business  interests.  He  was  a  soldier  in  Company 
A.  19th  Massachusetts  Infantry  (Col.  Bartlett  and 
Capt.  I.  C.  YVellen,  wasseverely  wounded  in  front 
of  Port  Hudson,  La.,  and  will  carry  its  effects  to 
his  grave.  He  was  serving  in  thestore  of  his  uncle 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  ami  was  one 
of  the  noted  ■■Allen  Guards"  of  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
who  enlisted  in  a  body  and  did  gallant  service  on 
many  a  hard-fought  field. 
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i^R.  JAMES  W.  BECK,  dental  surgeon,  of 
J  Sturgis,  is  as  capable,  talented  and  popular 
JL^  a  member  of  his  profession,  and  as  true- 
hearted  and  esteemed  a  citizen  as  can  be 
found  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  was  born  in  To- 
ledo. Ohio,  Dec.  HI.  IMs.  His  father,  John  J. 
Beck,  was  of  English  birth,  tin1  place  of  hisnativity 
being  London,  England.  About  1830,  when  quite 
young,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  1'niteil 
Mates,  ami  settled  near  Somerset,  Ohio.  He  after- 
ward went  to  Cincinnati,  and  was  for  many  years 
employed  as  bookkeeper  for  an  auction  commission 
firm.  He  thence  removed  to  Toledo,  and  in  1854 
to  Hudson.  Mich.,  where  he  lived  until  1865,  when 
he    came    with    his    family  to    Sturgis.      He   was  a 
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served  during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Barry,  at 
which  time  occurred  the  great  contest  between  the 
Michigan  Central  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroads, 
the  latter  coining  out  victorious.  In  1857  Mr. 
Wait  helped  to  organize  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana 
Railroad  ( 'ompany.  being  elected  a  Director  thereof, 
a  position  which  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 
During  that  year  he  superintended  the  grading  and 
bridging  of  twelve  miles  of  this  road.  In  1860  he 
was  elected  to  the' State  Senate,  serving  satisfactor- 
ily, and  re-elected  two  successive  terms,  during 
which  time  he  had  charge  of  many  important  mat- 
ters, including  the  bills  for  the  extension  of  the 
time  foi  constructing  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana 
Railway.  This  was  then  considered  a  very  impor- 
tant project,  especially  to  the  people  of  Sherman, 
Burr  Oak.  Fawn  River  and  Sturgis  Townships. 
Previous  to  this  Mr.  Wait  had  served  as  Township 
Clerk.  Supervisor,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  many 
years.  In  fact  his  whole  life  lias  been  largely  de- 
voted to  public  duties,  in  the  discharge  of  which 
he  has  acquitted  himself  in  a  conscientious  and 
praiseworthy  manner. 

Mr.  Wait  when  nearly  twenty-eight  years  of  age 
was  wedded.  Oct.  I'll.  1839,  to  M  iss  Susan  S.,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  .Mary  (Hershey)  Puck.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Erie  County.  N.  Y.,  Jan.  S.  1821. 
Her  parents,  natives  of  Erie  County,  Pa.,  emi- 
grated to  Michigan  during  the  days  of  its  earliest 
settlement,  in  1828.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  built  up  a  good  homestead  from  the 
wilderness  of  Sturgis  Township,  this  county.  Their 
family  consisted  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  liv  ing. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  then1  have 
been  born  the  following  children:  William  II. 
11..  April  25,  18-12:  Daniel  G„  March  24.  1844; 
George,  June  18,  184G;  Mary  E.,  Sept.  28,  1847; 
ThaddeusP.,  Dee.  28,  1849;  Arthur  11..  April  2, 
1851  ;  Jay  O..  Aug.  1.  1854;  Jessie.  Oct.  1  I.  1856; 
Frank  W.,  Dec.  22.1858;  Lee  E.,  July  22,  1861, 
and  Henry.  Thaddeus  adopted  the  profession  of 
law.  entering  upon  the  practiceof  his  profession  at 
Sturgis;  he  died  in  California. 

Mr.  Wait,  was  reared  iu  the  doctrines  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Politically,  he  votes  the  straight 
Republican    ticket,  and   energetically  supports  the 


principles  of  his  party.  He  established  the  Sturgis 
Journal  in  1800,  and  continued  to  run  the  same 
until  1875.  Mr.  Wait  is,  and  has  been  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  very  extensively  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  and  kept  four  peddling  wagons  on 
the  road  for  several  years. 


fljOlIN  M.  HUFFMAN  has  been  a  resident 
of  St.  Joseph  County  for  forty  years,  and 
until  bis  retirement  from  the  active  cares  of 
life  to  his  present  home  on  section  23,  just 
outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  of 
Constantine,  was  connected  with  its  agricultural  in- 
terests, lb'  was  a  practical,  skillful  farmer,  and 
worked  his  farm  in  Park  Township  to  such  good 
advantage  that  he  gained  a  comfortable  competence, 
and  can  now  pass  his  remaining  years  without  the 
necessity  of  bard  labor. 

Our  subject  comes  of  good  Pennsylvania  stock. 
His  parents,  Samuel  and  Polly  (Jones)  Huffman, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  there 
spent  their  whole  lives,  dying  in  Clarion  County. 
The  father  was  a  substantial  farmer,  and  he  and  his 
wife  wen'  held  in  general  esteem  by  those  who  knew 
them  for  their  many  solid  virtues.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

Mr.  Huffman  was  born  June  22.  1824,  iu  Clarion 
County,  Pa.,  and  there  on  the  old  homestead  grew 
to  sturdy  manhood.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a, 
farmer,  and  remained  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
home,  affording  his  father  active  assistance  in  the 
management  of  his  agricultural  affairs  until  1849. 
He  was  then  twenty-five  years  old,  and  had  ob- 
tained a  good  start  in  life,  so  he  determined  to  try 
farming  in  Michigan,  and  build  up  a  home  here. 
With  that  end  in  view  be  came  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  settled  in  Fabius  Township.  A  few 
years  later  he  removed  to  Park  Township,  of  which 
he  remained  a  resident  for  twenty-eight  years,  lie 
became  the  possessor  of  a  farm  there,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  as  fertile  and  productive  land  as  i- 
to  he  found  in  the  limits  of  the  county.  This,  by 
careful  cultivation  and  constantly  added    improve- 
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May,    1885,  bo  sold  -ill  of  lii*  property    in    I 

ship  and  i  this  village,  where   he  owns 

a  small    place,  to  spend   his  declining  years  ii 
i  ire  men  t. 

Mr.  Huffman  has  been  three  times  married,     n  i 

which  took  place  in  <  in  Ion  <  ounty . 
i  as  to   I. in-ill  i     1 1  Bj    hei    he  had  two 

children :    Margaret,  who   is  the  wifi  inuel 

Strome,  and  Horsey,  who  is  a  resident  of  Muski 
\i       Huffman's  wedded  life  was  of  brief  duration, 
as  she  died  wli  oung,  in    Faluns   Township, 

April  19,  1854.      L'he  second  mai  I  our  sub- 

izabeth   Miller,  and  the  followii 
the  record  of  the  foui  children  born  to  them:   I 
is  the  «!!■■  "i    Emanuel    Richholtz;   Samuel    died 
when  about  two  and  one-half  j'earsold;  Ada 
.•it    home  w  iili   her   father,  and  <  'hai  n  in- 

fancy.    Mr.  Huffman's   second   wife  'iii'il   in   Park 
Township,  June  9,  l  877,  and  he  i  married, 

June  21,  1878,   being  then   united  t..   Mrs.  Louisa 
Richmond,  his  present  wife.   She  was  born  in  I 
<  iiiini  \ .  N    ■>      March  1 G,  I  *■'■<<.    She  has 
three  timi  I.     Her  first  husband  was  Josiah 

V  fisher,  who  died  in  Ligonier,  Ind.   I'.\  that  mar- 
she  had   Bve  children,  as  follows     I 
who  is  the  wife  of  Lew  is  II.  Bossetl ;  Frank  In 

\  Denver,  I 

li\v>  iii    Lansing,  Mich.,  and  Alvn    J.  lives   in  Chi- 
cago, 111.      Mrs.  Huffman's   second  marria 
.luliii  Richmond,  who  died  in  Ohio.     One  dau 
was  horn  of  that    marriage,  Minnie  [{.,  who  i-  the 
wife  is  J    Kecm       M  >  -.  I  luffman   is 

l  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, and  her  daily 
life  i>  guided  by  the   highest    <  hrislian    prim 

Mrs    Huffman's    maiden  na was   Louis 

and  \ 

nold  i  Tracy, 

and   Unadilla,  N.  Y.      \ 
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awhile  lived  in  the  Slate  of  New  York.  The  fol- 
lowing year  they  came  to  St.  Joseph  County  and 
settled  in  White  Pigeon  Township,  of  which  they 
thus  early  became  pioneers.  They  lived  there  for 
many  years,  and  patiently  endured  the  discomforts 
and  even  hardships  of  life  in  a  newly  settled  coun- 
try. They  afterward  .spent  seven  years  in  Indiana. 
but  returned  to  this  State  and  settled  once  more  in 
St.  Joseph  County,  and  finally  passed  to  the  home 
beyond  the  grave  from  their  earthly  home  in  Con- 
stantine  Township. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  youngest  child  of 
those  worthy  people,  and  is  now  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  family.  He  was  horn  in  Yorkshire, 
Kngland,  Aim.  12,  1824,  and  was  quite  young  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  across  the  Atlantic  to 
make  his  home  in  the  future  on  this  continent,  and 
as  time  passed  on  to  become  a  respected  citizen  of 
one  of  the  great  commonwealths  forming  the  United 
States.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until  their  death, 
including  seven  year-'  residence  in  Indiana.  In 
1852  he  was  smitten  with  the  eager  thirst  for  gold 
that  sent  so  many  of  our  countrymen  and  the  peo- 
ple of  other  nationalities  flocking  across  the  great 
plains  and  oxer  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  Cali- 
fornia, to  seek  for  the  precious  metal.  Two  year- 
he  -pent  milling  in  that  State,  and  his  hard  toil 
met  with  due  reward,  and  at  the  end  of  thnt 
time  he  returned  to  St.  Joseph  County,  well  satis- 
fied   with    his    gains,    to    settle    down    in    life.       He 

turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Constantine 
Township,  and  was  so  successful  in  his  venture  that 
in  November,  1886,  he  retired  to  his  present  home. 
to  enjoy  the  present  competence  that  he  had  won 
l>v  honest  and  untiring  industry,  and  now  lives 
yen  quietly,  surrounded    by  all  the  comfort-  that 

heart  could  wish. 

Mr.  Catton  was  married  in  Mottville  Township. 
Jan,  I.  1855,  to  Mrs.  Klmira  Shellenberger,  daugh- 
ter of  Tobias  and  Catherine  [lassenger.  Her  par- 
ents came  to  St.  Joseph  County  in  1846.  and  set- 
tled in  the  western  part  of  Constantine  Township, 
where  the  father  died  .Ian.  8,  1874,  when  he  was 
within  three  week-  of  being  sixty-two  years  of  age. 
Shedied  on  the  1  ltli  of  December,  1888,  lacking  hut 
a  few  weeks  of  completing  her  eighty-first  year. 
Both    wire  natives  of  Allegheny    County.  Pa.,  and 


both  when  young  emigrated  to  Richland  Count}', 
Ohio,  where  they  were  married.  They  removed  to 
Wood  County.  Ohio,  and  later  to  St.  Joseph  (  ountv. 
Mich.,  settling  upon  a  farm  in  the  western  part  of 
Constantine  Township,  on  which  place  they  lived 
until  the  death  of  the  father,  after  which  the  mother 
removed  to  the  residence  of  her  youngest  daughter 
in  Constantine  Township,  where  her  death  occurred. 
Mr.  and  Mr.-.  Hassenger  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  three  daughter.-  and  eight  son.-,  ami  Mrs. 
Catton  was  their  third  child  in  order  of  birth.  She 
was    born  in   Richland  County.  Ohio,  Aug.  7.  1832. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Catton  have  had  four  children,  of 
whom  the  following  is  recorded:  .Mary  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Morris  Hayman;  George  K.  is  married  to 
l.utie.  daughter  of  William  and  Ruth  Simmons, 
has  two  children,  and  lives  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Constantine  Town-hip;  Willie  died  in  infancy,  and 
Henry  li.  is  a  teacher  in  Constantine  Township. 

Mr.  Cation  is  in  every  sense  Of  the  phrase  a  good 
man.  He  has  been  industrious  and  thrifty .  and  al- 
ways dealing  fairly  and  squarely  with  his  fellow- 
men,  deserves  that  prosperity  should  .-mile  on  him. 
In  his  wife  Mr.  Catton  secured  a  true  helpmate, 
one  who  is  a  judicious  and  capable  manager,  who 
ha-  actively  co-operated  with  him  in  his  work,  and 
has  never  neglected  the  comfort  of  her  household. 
She  and  her  husband  are  I  rue  Christians  and  are  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  of  which 
he  is  an  Elder.  They  are  very  pleasant,  amiable 
people,  whom  to  know  is  to  like.  Mr.  Catton  inter- 
ests himself    in    the    political    affair-  of    the   Nation. 

and  warmly  espouses  the  cause  of  the   Democratic 

part  \  . 


*/Zi  DAM  OENTZLKi;.  In  reviewing  the  ca- 
reer of  this  gentleman,  we  must  admit  that 
the  lines  have  apparently  fallen  to  him  in 
@/J  pleasant  places,  (if  a  temperament  genial, 
pleasant  and  companionable,  he  is  a  man  who  at 
once  secures  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  whose 
good  fortune  it  is  to  make  his  acquaintance.  He  is 
a  universal  favorite  in  the  social  and  business  cir- 
cles of  Constantine.  and  occupies  a  well-appointed 
home  on  section  11.  He  has  a  comfortable  dwell- 
ing, a  particularly  good  barn,    and    the    other    out- 
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buildings   neccssar)  foi    llio   modern  ngricull 

lino  gathci i  'I  around   him  nil  of  the   con 
nnd  man)  i>!  the  luxuriofl  of  I i r« ■ .     ' 
publi  nol  though)  alone  "f  his on n 

interests,  bill   m~  In-  has  tuul  opportunity    has  unl- 

u  labored  for  tbe  bcal    inb  lii-  com- 
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in  its  results. 

mil)  cnnie  01  iginall)  from   v. 
teinbi  in)       I  be  Brat  ci  liere 

with  his  « ifc  prii  ir  to  I  He  was,  we 

believe,  named  •  I.  and    was   the  greal  grand- 

fathei  of  our  subject  He  enlisted  in  the  Conti- 
nentnl  trmy,  nnd  served  Beven  years,  01  during  the 
entire  struggle  for  inde|icndence.     »  >u  recei\  ing  bis 

discharge,  and  being  about  to  sel  oul  for  his  I le, 

lir  w:i-  shol  :ui'l  instantly  killed,  by  mistake  of  a 
sentinel.  1 1 « -  lefl  :i  wife  and  three  -"ii-  :ii  bis  home 
in  ^ . •  i U  County,  Pa.  Hi-  widow  again  married, 
iui'I  lived  i"  an  extremi  .  being  pasl   ninety 

.•ii  the  time  of  her  death.  Of  the  -'>n*.  Philip  , 
and  died  in  York  County,  Pa. ;  he  lived  to  be  ninety  - 
four  years  old,  and  was  father  of  fourteen  children. 
(  "ii i.i. I  removed  to  McConnellsville,  Pa.,  where  he 
owned  a  hotel.  He  is  supposed  i"  have  taken  part 
in  Shay's  rebellion,  as  about  thai  time  be  disap- 
peared, and  hi-  property  was  never  claimed. 

i  lentzlei .  grandfather  -  i,  was  the 

youngi  si  son.  He  was  born  shortly  after  his  father 
entered  the  patriot  array,  probably  in  the  latter  pari 
of  1776  or  1 77  7.  in  ^  i>ik  (  ounty,  Pa,   He  worki 

shoemakin  cr  his  marriage  1 ame  :i  farmer, 

settling    in    Washington   Township,    in    hi*  i 
count)  .     He  ■•  ssful  in  lii-  chosen  i 

nnd  accumulated  considerable  property.     He 

inccr,  in  lii>  sixty-fifth  year.  Ili~  wife  was 
M  :  irel  Law,  also  a  native  <<f  York  County.  She 
mii  \  i\  ni  her  husband   mnn) 

Michigan  with  hei  ib,  and  d)  White 

ghty-four.     -:  is  the 

child  of   I  i  \| 

was  born  in    Washington  Township,  York  C'<      Pa 
Di       16,  1798      He  was  man  ied 
ii  | 

Pa.,  Jan.  14,  1801         \  journ  in 

their  nati vi   S         they  gathi  ether  tbeii 

son.'il  effects  and  n 


.      the  fathei 
i  I'owiu 

i         ship,  whi 

nf  i 

1-7  1        I  be   hu. III. 

I  . 
n  children,   as    follows     M 
I 
and  after  bis  death  to  Job      \ 
I  ownship,  this 

i      nship     M 

death  in  child) I ;  John  •■■ 

ii,  by  the  ki. ■;. 

-.  where  she  had  » illi  hei 

Richard  Stokes.     The  sui  \ .  ■ 

Catherine,    widon    "f    I. ard    Kapp,   ol 

rownshlp;  Adam 

i-  -i  residenl  ol  s-  \ 

the  wife  nf  Sol "H  •  ! 

ship;  of  Jacob  m  sk 
A.  In  fowii! 

Henr)   Limbach,  formei       I 
i  \     ni  t  lenti 

■  ii   Township,   "i 

1. 1  youth 
the  quiel  pursuits  "f  farm  II  fi 

n  ml I.  like  n 

changi  mill  fur  a   i 

N         from  tli  - 
in  farming  nil 
lii»  native  county  until  comii  M  \ 

n  period  of  (<« 

and  now  took  up  i  trai  I  "f  land 

ii|x>n  which  In- 

\|     Genl         a  .  -  -  iip. 

I  II  \ 

Lehmer,  who  «:i-  l>"rn  I 

inah 
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of  five  childreu,  and  departed  this  life  at  the  home- 
stead in  Constantine  Township,  Aug.  18.  1885. 
Their  eldest  son,  Jacob  L.,  is  farming  on  his  own 
land  not  far  from  the  homestead;  Susan  died  in  in- 
fancy; John  R.  is  a  resident  of  Florence  Township; 
Elizabeth  N.  married  George  W.  Hamilton,  of  Con- 
stantine; Mary  E.  became  the  wife  of  B.  H.  Sevi- 
son,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Florence  Township, 
in  August,  1 880. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  member  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  a  period  of  forty-five  years, 
his  parents  and  grandparents  having  also  long  been 
members  of  the  same  church.  Of  this  church  his 
estimable  wife  was  also  an  adherent  for  many  years 
before  her  death.  She  was  a  good  woman  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  term,  benevolent  and  charit- 
able, and  was  connected  with  the  Ladies'  Aid  So- 
ciety. Mr.  Gentzler  attained  his  majority  in  his 
native  State,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Lewis  Cass.  He  has  ever  since  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  While  a  resident 
of  Park  Township  he  was  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  1  [ighway  Commissioner.  He  is  of  a  retiring  dis- 
position, however,  in  nowise  anxious  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  public  life,  preferring  to  give  his 
attention  to  his  farm  and  his  fireside.  Of  late  years 
he  lias  turned  his  attention  largely  to  stock-raising, 
also  buying  and  shipping.  His  farm  embraces  193 
acres  of  good  land,  which  has  been  brought  to  a 
thorough  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  valued  at  a 
good  round  Mini. 


* — **-s 


,jZ$*  APT.  FRANCIS  BUNGAY,  a  retired  farmer 
I  of  Constantine,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  ear- 

\g/  best  pioneers  of  this  township  and  county, 
and  has  himself  been  an  active  factor  in  promoting 
their  growth  and  the  development  of  their  exten- 
sive agricultural  interests,  and  he  is  still  the  owner 
of  a  farm  in  Constantine  Township.  His  long 
residence  here,  as  boy  and  man.  of  fifty-six  years 
has  made  him  widely  known  throughout  the  county, 
and  he  is  greatly  respected  as  a  man  of  irreproach- 
able habits  and  spotless  reputation. 

The  parents  of  our  subject.  Francis  and    Eliza- 


beth (Andrews)  Bungay,  were  natives  of  England. 
Sonic  years  after  their  marriage  they,  emigrated  to 
this  country,  in  the  year  1831,  and  for  a  time  dwell 
in  New  York  City.  From  there  they  removed  to 
Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  where  they  lived  about,  two 
years.  In  1833  they  came  to  St.  Joseph  County 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  the  village  of  Constan- 
tine. On  their  arrival  here  they  found  the  country 
round  about  sparsely  settled  by  a  few  hardy,  coura- 
geous people,  and  the  primeval  forests  that  had 
stood  here  for  centuries  had  scarcely  begun  to  yield 
to  the  ax  of  the  pioneer.  Mr.  Bungay  plied  his 
trade  of  carpenter  to  some  extent,  and  also  estab- 
lished a  bakery  in  Constantine.  which  was  the  first 
one  in  town,  and  one  of  the  earliest  in  Southern 
Michigan.  He  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and 
drug  business  with  a  man  of  the  name  of  .Marshall, 
and  they  were  together  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Bun- 
gay. Aug.  "21.  1838.  In  his  premature  death  Con- 
stantine lost  an  invaluable  citizen, as  he  was  a  man 
of  versatile  genius,  full  of  enterprise,  and  if  he 
had  lived  would  no  doubt  have  been  an  important 
factor  in  building  up  its  business  interests.  Hi- 
wife  died  in  Constantine  in  1851.  Their  family 
consisted  of  four  children,  all  born  in  England,  and 
all  of  whom  accompanied  them  to  this  country. 
The  eldest  was  Maria,  who  staid  in  New  York 
after  her  parents  had  removed  West.  She  subse- 
quently went  to  Detroit,  where  she  was  married, 
and  died  in  Illinois;  George  W.  is  the  well-known 
temperance  lecturer,  poet  and  newspaper  man,  whose 
reputation  extends  over  the  entire  country;  our 
subject  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  then  Thomas, 
who  was  employed  as  a  pilot  on  the  St.  Joseph 
River,  and  died  in  Constantine,  when  about  twenty - 

seven   \  ears  old. 

Francis  was  born  in  Suffolk  County,  England, 
June  IS.  1825, and  was  six  years  old  when  he  came 
to  the  I'niteil  states  with  his  parents,  and  since  ac- 
companying them  to  their  pioneer  home  in  Con- 
stantine has  been  a  resident  of  Si.  Joseph  County. 
He  was  thirteen  year-  old  when  his  father  died,  and 
he  was  then  thrown  on  his  own  resources,  his 
mother     being     left     without     means     through     the 

treaeheiy  of  others.  He  and  his  brother  manfully 
cared  for  her.  and  with  filial  affection  looked  after 
her    every    comfort    and     saw    that    she    wanted    for 
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nothing  i  long 

a-  die  was  -I'.ni'l  to  1 1 ii  ii i.     In  hiscarlici 
subject    followed    •  I i 1 1 «  j .iii    occupations,    working 
i  Iimi  in-  could  II n< I  to  do  to  turn 
:m  Iii  ii  1 1-1  i  nil  in  .    lie  learned  the  blacksmith's  I 
« liirli  he  pin  -mil    for  mini 
teen  \  eai  -  was  employ  i'il  l.\    i  In   | 

I   i.iii|..iii\  .       Mr   Wlls  :i|-i,  engaged   in  :i  -a u  mill 

m  (  nnstnntinc  foi  ten  years,  and  worked  in  a  tlour- 
i  1 1  •_:  -  ■  ■  ■  i  1 1  for  ten  yi  ieker.nl  which  business 

he  became  nn  i  \  pel  t,     He    obtained    tin-    til 
(  nptniu  "ii    nccount  "I    ruiinln  ons  from 

I  in  . .    [livers  i"  <  i in -ta ni  mi'  .-mi I  return  ' 

■  ii-.  until  tin-  (loin  was  Imill  across  the  ri\ 

'  nil  nir.     I  ii    the  ineanl  itne  he  bough)    n 

I  onstniitinc  Township,  which    he  still  owns  and 

supervises,  nlthough  he  has   retire<l  from   the  more 

netive  labors  connected   with  it-   management.     It 

I  tin-  present    time,  although 

lie  Hi's!  Iioughl  120  acres,  but  he  has  disposed  of  the 

i   part  of  it  at  a  profitable  price.    Heal wns 

a  neal  mihI  comfortable  house  and  l"i  in   <  onstan- 

tine  \  illage,  ami   i-  well  nil    In  tin-  world's  l; I-. 

Oursubjcel  has  been  twice  married,  firsl  in  (  on- 
stnntine  \  illage.  in  Miss  Isalielln  (  nttou.  She  was 
born  in  Knglnnd,  April  18.  1828,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Marj  .lancl  atton.    Mrs.  ItungaN  was 

h  ho  ili\  oted  herself  in 
ihr  interests  of  her  family,  and   her  death   in  I 
stantinc,  \l  n        10,  1870,  wns  n  -ail  bereavement  i<> 
husband,  children    ami    friends,     <  npt.    Hun 

lid  marriage,  which  took    pi  I  onstnntine, 

\         i  was   to    Mrs.  <  hai  ■    '     l)i 

Nong.  daughter  of  the  late  I'.ii  and  llarrietl  <  N  in- 
ched) Jewctt,  who  died  al  Vistula.  Ind..  and  the 
widow  ni  l>a\iil  DcLong,  who  died  n  llrimflehl, 
lnd„  <  let,    10,    1 86G       Mrs.   H  -    I ■<  >rn  in 

Snngerfleld,  <  hicidn  i  ■■..  N.  Y..  Ocl     I.  18  If.,     In 

-    the    fnmih    emigrated    thence  \- 

C'ounty,    Ohio,    where    t  li>-\     remained    alMiul 

-.  then  comiu  '       lUmtine,  in   » hich  | 

thej  -t.ii'l  until    1873,  « hen   tin 
tula,  hid,      Mi  -    !'■ 
estimable  woman,  who  looks   attenti  i    the 

i iforts  ni  tin'  household,  ami  merits  tin 

in  which  she  i-  held   b\  all    win 

influence.      Mr.  Itutign.i  had  three  children   hi  ln- 

«■ 


I 

iship    I  >• 

Sch n It/  nnd  livi 
v\  1 1 « »  I  i  \  • 
In  « linti  ■  i f  lifi 

f<n  ward  '  win,    he 

thai  m  kiml  father  and   lm- 

ncighhol  il  ami  helpful 

citizen.  In 

to  impro\  e  the  low  nship  n 

lie  i-  p --■  'I  nf  :i  t In 

and   the  wrongs  of  others  flud   in   I 
champion,     1  le  is  well  know n   : 
temperauc  .nnd  I'm  the  stand  thnl  In 
the   use 

-t  rough  adheres  t"  the  Itepubl 
inu-l\ .  hi  identified  «  illi  • 

ami  I.  i  <  hureli,  bill 
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those  clays,  and  when  he  attained  manhood,  he 
chose  to  follow  the  calling  of  farmer,  to  which  he 
had  been  reared,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged 
in  agriculture  in  hi-  native  county.  By  industry 
and  wise  economy,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  years 
he  already  had  secured  a  sufficient  competence  to 
justify  his  establishing  a  home  of  his  own.  and 
March  22.  L855,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Barbara  Hoffman,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in 
stark  County,  Ohio,  she  was  a  native  of  Bedford 
County.  Pa., and  of  their  pleasant  wedded  life  eight 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  John,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Lucinda,  wife  of  David  Hinton,  farmer 
and  carpenter  near  Middle  Branch,  Stark  Co.,  <  Miio: 
Jacob,  a  farmer  at  PipeStone,  Minn.:  William  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Medical  College  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  hut  not  being  in  robust  health,  is  compelled 
to  limit  his  practice,  and  resides  with  his  father; 
Ellen  also  lives  at  home;  George  died  in  Constan- 
tine  at  the  age  of   eleven  years;   Mary  and  David 

both  died  in  childhood.  Into  that  household  death 
again  entered.  Aug.  12.  1ST"-',  and  removed  the  de- 
Noted  wife  and  mother.  Mr.  Stauffer's  marriage  to 
his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss. Mary  Rice,  a  native 
of  Vavette  County.  Pa.,  took  place  in  Easton, 
Wayne  Co.,  Ohio.  Nov.  6,  1ST:!.  Of  this  union 
four  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Cyrus  R.. 
Ma  I...  Arthur  S.  and  Laura  F.,  all  under  the  pa- 
rental roof. 

In  March.  1880,  Mr.  Ktauffer  settled  up  his  af- 
fairs in  Ohio,  and  moved  across  the  border  with  his 
family  to  make  their  home  in  the  future  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  Mich.  lie  bought  a  line  farm  of 
I  mi  acres  in  Constantine  Township,  and  has  pros- 
perously carried  on  agriculture  here  ever  since. 
His  farm  is  provided  with  a  substantial  set  of 
buildings,  and  with  all  the  necessary  conveniences 
for  the  labor  of  cultivating  it.  ami  the  abundant 
harvest  that  he  reaps  from  it  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  his  skill  and  wise  management  in  tilling  the  soil. 

Although  Mr.  Stauffer's  residence  in  this  county 
is  of  a  comparatively  recent  date,  yet  by  his 
honesty,  industry,  and  upright  conduct  in  even 
walk  of  life,  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem 
Of  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him.  and  his 
genial  and  frank  manners  have  gained  him  many 
friends.      1 1  i  —■    success    ha-    been     such     that     he    is 


counted  one  of  the  solid  citizens  of  Constantine. 
He  .and  his  wife  are  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  are  among  the  leading  members  of  the 
denomination  known  as  Brethren  in  Christ.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican parly. 

.^pv  HARLES  TIMMls.  late  a  highly  esteemed 
(■(  ^y  resident  of  White  Pigeon,  was  a  native  of 
Vw/  stafford.-hirc.  England,  ami  horn  Oct.  27. 
1  7!» 7.  His  father.  Josiah  Timmis,  was  also  of  En- 
glish birth  and  parentage,  and  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  his  native  soil.  There  were  indicated  in  the 
life  of  Charles  Timmis  the  many  excellent  trail- of 
his  substantial  ancestry,  which  resulted  in  the 
rounding  up  of  a  useful  and  praiseworthy  career. 

Our  subject  completed  his  education  in  a  private 
school  at  Stowe.  seven  miles  from  the  town  of  Staf- 
ford, and  afterward  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  coming  to  America.  He  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  1 844,  settling  first  in  the  vicinity  of 
Buffalo.  N.  V..  where  he  sojourned  a  period  of 
eight  year-,  and  came  in  tin- summer  of  ls.~>2  lo  this 
county.  Here  he  selected  a  tract  of  land  along  the 
western  line  of  White  Pigeon  Township,  near  the 
bank  of  Fish  Lake,  where  he  lived  until  his  demise. 

Mr.  Timmis  was  married  in  hi-  native  England, 
in  February,  1824,  to  Miss  Eliza  Timmis,  a  distant 
relative,  and  a  grand-daughter  of  the  Earl  of  \  er- 
niiii.  The  latter  and  his  family  for  several  genera- 
tions hail  been  distinguished  as  successful    in    the 

tilling    of    the    soil,    and    the    building    up   of  line 

estates.  To  (diaries  and  Eliza  Timmis  there  were 
horn  nine  children,  namely:  Frances  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Roberts;     Harriet;     Louise.     Mr-.     Stevens;      Maria. 

Josiah,  Charles,  William,  Thomas  and  Laura.  Mr. 
Timmis  became  very  successful  in  his  agricultural 
operations,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Oct.  31, 
1881,  wa-  the  owner  of  .".oil  acres  of  land. 

The  th-i  wife  of  our  subjed  died  in  England. 
and  he  wa-  subsequently  married  to  Miss  Harriet. 
daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  DcAYitt.  This  lady  died 
Aug.  23.  1874,  at  the  homestead   in    White    Pigeon 

Town-hip.  (If  this  la.-t  union  there  were  no  chil- 
dren. Mr.  rimmis  was  an  Episcopalian  in  religious 
belief. 
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^    ^    \  \i  I  ii    (  I.VDI     of  exi  ollonl  an 

V^    nuinl)crc(l  tble  and  law- 

(U/3)  abiding   citizens    "t     N  rownshlp, 

having  his  abiding-p  .'  i    I  [e 

«:i>  born   in  County    ryrone,  Ireland,  about  1842, 

and   lived  upon  I » i  —  native  soil  until  :i   youth   of 

■•■••ii  years.     Then,  < g   t"  America  single 

led  and   alone,  depenclenl    u| In^  own 

rces.be  landed  a  stranger  among  »ti  ingerain  the 
great   '-ii \   of   N<  ■•    5forh       I  hence  he  ra 
Philadelphia,  lv,  mid  from    there  to  New   Ji 
being  :i  resident  of  the  latter  State  a 
and  engaged  in  far  mil 

Prom   New   Jersey   Mr.  Clyde  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, w here  he  sojoui  ned  :i  pn  i"<l  "i"  tb 
In  the  meantime  he  had  been  married,  and  was  the 
father  of  i  child.     In  the  spring  of  i- 

nili  his  little  family  to  the  State  ol   Micl 
and   settled   In   Nottawn    rownship,  this  county,  ol 
which   he   has  since   been   :•  resident,  and  continu- 
ously engaged  In  agricultural  pursuits      (lis  farm 
embraces  120  land,  whereon  he  has  ei 

l  buildings  and  effected  the  other  improvements 
naturally  suggested  ti>  the  man  of  intelligence  and 
industry.     He  has  maintained  the  propel  intei 

the  progress  of  his  adopted  county,  and itributcd 

In-  quota  toward  advancing  the    interests   of   his 
community,  discharging   the  du  the  various 

school  offices,  and  serving  as  Overseer  of  H 
Politically,  he  is  a  conscientious  Dcmoc 

Mr.  Clyde  was  married,  March  Id,  1864, in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  to  Miss  Marg  f  W  illiam 
and  Margaret  Davis,  who  were  natives       S    itland. 
and  are  now  deceased.     The  parents  ol  Mrs   I 
had  a  family  of  t< >uf  children,  "t  «l she  n 

u'l.     She    was    born    in    the   city  ••: 
ind,  March  81,  1844,  and  came  with  her  par- 
ents i"  the  l  nitei I  S 

Of  her  union  with  our  subject  tl  born 

eleven  children.  four  of  whom,  Thoi 
becca  and  Marg  li  et,  are  deceased.      I  he   9111 1 
are:  Mary,  Lily,  Josephine,  Willie,  !'•■  x 

and  Samuel.     Tin  I  and 
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Buckeye  State,  and  in  the  latter  acquired  a  com- 
mon-school education  and  developed  into  manhood. 
During  his  boyhood  and  youth  he  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm,  but  when  twenty  years  of  age  com- 
menced working  at  the  carpentry  trade,  which  he 
followed  thereafter  in  connection  with  farming  un- 
til about  1880.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  entirely  to  agriculture. 

Miss  Charlotte  Smith,  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1861.  Of  their  union  there  was  born  one  child. 
a  son.  Freeman,  who  is  now  a  minister  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  located  at  Three  Rivers,  this 
State.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Ware  departed  this  life  at 
her  home  in  Colon  Township,  March  16,  18G2.  Our 
subject  contracted  a  second  marriage  Dec.  10.  1865, 
with  Miss  Ella  Wilkey.  who  was  born  in  Colon 
Township,  tins  county.  Sept.  1.  1*17.  Her  parents, 
William  and  Jane  (McMillen)  Wilkey.  were  natives 
of  Canada.  Mrs.  Ware  received  careful  home  tunn- 
ing and  a  common-sel 1  education,  spending  her 

girlhood  under  the  parental  roof. 

Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  survivors  are:  John  J..  Mattie  L.,  Oscar  E., 
Norah  E.  and  Charles  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  W.  was  chosen  Deacon  about  1865, 
and  has  held  the  office  mostly  since  that  time.  In 
politics  lie  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
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IpS'EV.  STEPHEN  PHILLIPS,  a  minister  of 
L^Y  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  is  a  gen- 
(*h\  tleman  fond  also  of  agricultural  pursuits 
\£)  and  the  quietness  of  country  life,  and  has 
chosen  for  his  home  a  pleasant  farm  which  is  lo- 
cated on  section  32,  Nottawa  Township.  A  native 
of  Lycoming  County.  Pa.,  he  was  born  Nov.  7, 
1821,  and  is  the  son  of  David  Phillips,  a  native  of 
Danville,  that  State.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Nancy 
(Sbaner)  Phillips,  is  supposed  also  to  have  been  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  German  ances- 
try. This  branch  of  the  Phillips  family  traces  its 
descent  to   Wales. 

The  parents  of   our  subject  after  their  marriage 
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lived  in  Lycoming  Count}-  until  after  the  death  of 
the  mother,  which  occurred  about  18G0.  The  father 
finally  came  to  this  county  and  made  his  home  with 
his  son.  our  subject,  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1873.  The  parental  household  included  twelve 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest  son, 
and  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  spent  at  the  farm  in  the  Keystone  State, 
and  when  eighteen  years  old  he  purchased  land  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  Lycoming  County,  where 
he  cleared  a  farm  and  lived  until  1864. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  above  mentioned  Mr. 
Phillips  came  to  this  county  with  his  wife  and  eleven 
children,  settling  at  once  in  Nottawa  Township,  of 
which  lie  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  had  always 
been  observant  ami  thoughtful  from  his  youth  up. 
with  always  a  leaning  toward  the  ministry,  and 
while  living  on  his  farm  in  Lycoming  County,  hav- 
ing developed  more  than  ordinary  capabilities  as  a 
speaker  and  worker  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  he 
was  licensed  to  preach,  and  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  the  late  la- 
mented Bishop  Ames. 

Upon  coining  to  this  county  Mr.  Phillips  changed 
his  church  relationship  and  identified  himself  with 
the  Methodist  Protestants.  Fen'  seventeen  years 
thereafter  he  was  connected  with  the  LaG range  cir- 
cuit of  Indiana.  For  a  period  of  six  years  he  be- 
longed to  the  Newburg  circuit  in  Cass  Comity,  and 
one  year  was  in  the  Poster  circuit  in  Van  Buren 
County.  Thence  he  went  to  Charlotte.  Midi.,  where 
he  was  stationed  two  years,  and  thereafter  belonged 
to  the  circuits  of  Union,  Hillsdale,  North  Jackson. 
Dimondale  and  Eaton.  He  then  took  up  the  work 
of  an  evangelist,  laboring  in  this  field  for  one  year. 

In  the  fall  of  L888  Mr.  Phillips  was  appointed  a 
home  missionary  in  the  Northern  Indiana  and  West 
Michigan  Conference.  He  had  been  married  in  Ly- 
coming County,  Pa.,  April  2,  1842,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Callahan,  who  was  born  there  in  August.  1823. 
Mrs.  Phillips  is  the  daughter  of  Dennis  and  Jane 
Callahan,  who  "ere  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
are  now  deceased.  The  parental  family  included 
twelve  children. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  horn  seventeen  children,  twelve  of  whom  lived 

l .nine  years,  the  others  dying  in  infancy.      The 
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years.  Emogene  and  Eliza  took  kindly  to  their 
books  in  their  childhood,  and  developed  into  suc- 
cessful school  teachers.  These  two  daughters  with 
their  parents  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  with  which  Mr.  Gorton  has  been 
connected  since  1867.  His  estimable  wife  has  also 
been  an  almost  lifelong  member  of  this  church,  hav- 
ing united  with  it  as  early  as  1857.  Mr.  Gorton 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  James  K.  Polk, 
and  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
the  party  over  thirty-two  years  ago. 

N.  ADDISON.  In  the  career  of  this  most 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Leonidas  Town- 
ship we  note  that  of  the  self-made  man, 
(@)  who  from  an  humble  beginning  in  life  has 
arisen  to  an  enviable  position,  socially  and  finan- 
cially, among  his  fellowmen.  Deprived  of  parental 
care  at  an  early  age,  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  home 
of  his  grandfather  until  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  and 
then  by  the  death  of  that  relative  was  thrown  en- 
tirely upon  his  own  resources.  It  is  usually  the 
rule  that  not  only  Providence,  but  humanity,  assists 
those  who  try  to  help  themselves,  and  that  ride  has 
held  good  in  relation  to  the  life  of  Mr.  Addison. 

The  main  points  in  a  history  of  more  than  usual 
interest  are  as  follows:  11.  X.  Addison  was  born 
over  sixty-eight  years  ago  in  the  little  town  of 
Euclid.  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  .May. 
1820.  From  that  time  on  until  a  man  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  he  was  a  resident  mostly  of  his  na- 
tive county,  and  variously  occupied,  mostly,  how- 
ever, in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  exception  to 
this  was  three  seasons  in  which  he  sailed  on  the 
Lakes.  Upon  leaving  the  Buckeye  State,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  he  made  his  way  to  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  in  1848.  He  had  commenced  teach- 
ing when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  thereafter 
followed  this  profession  twenty-six  winters  in  suc- 
cession,  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary  success. 
In  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  he  settled  upon  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  had  purchased  before  his  marriage. 
After  a  residence  there  of  about  sixteen  months  he 
returned  to  Ohio  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  re- 
sided there  three  years  longer,  being  employed  once 
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more  on  the  Lakes  as  a  sailor  two  seasons,  and  the 
last  season  was  mate  of  a  vessel. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  Mr.  Addison  con- 
cluded to  venture  once  more  into  the  wilds  of  In- 
diana, and  lived  in  Elkhart  County  this  time  a 
period  of  four  and  one-half  years.  He  then  traded 
off  a  portion  of  his  property  for  the  land  which  he 
has  since  transformed  into  a  good  farm  in  Leonidas 
Township,  this  count}'.  This  latter  he  located  upon 
in  April,  1857,  and  for  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years  has  been  numbered  among  its  better 
class  of  farmers  and  the  most  reliable  citizens  of  his 
township.  From  a  tract  of  wild  land  he  has  built 
up  one  of  its  best  homesteads,  and  added  to  his  first 
purchase  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres, 
1  GO  of  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  carries  on  mixed  agriculture,  and  is 
in  the  enjoj'ment  of  a  good  income. 

The  lady  who  has  for  the  last  forty  years  been 
the  faithful  companion  and  helpmate  of  our  sub- 
ject was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Lovisa  R.  Ransom, 
and  became  his  wife  at  Warrensville,  in  Cuyahoga 
County.  Ohio.  .March  30,  1848.  Mrs.  Addison  was 
born  in  the  above-mentioned  place,  June  17,  1827, 
and  there  spent,  her  childhood  and  youth  under  the 
parental  roof.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: William  R.,  a  capable  and  intelligent  business 
man,  is  a  mail  agent  on  the  Air  Line  Railroad, 
and  a  resident  of  Leonidas;  Nina  C. ;  Bertha  J.,  a 
teacher,  anil  Mary  A.,  make  their  home  with  their 
parents;  Rachel  L.,  a  deceased  daughter,  became 
the  wife  of  A.  B.  Southwick,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  Mention,  Sept.  18,  187.3:  Isola  A.  dietl  at  the 
age  of  eight,  years  anil  seven  months. 

Mr.  Addison,  politically,  aims  to  support  the  men 
whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  duties  of 
office,  and  consequently  is  independent.  Both  he 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Christian  Church.  They  also  belong  to 
the  P.  of  II.  Mr.  Addison  has  been  School  In- 
spector in  his  district  a  period  of  five  years,  served 
as  Highway  Commissioner  the  same  length  of  lime, 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  a  number  of  years, 
and  has  also  represented  Leonidas  Township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors.  As  a  farmer  he  has 
been  thorough  and  skillful,  and  his  surroundings  in- 
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is  an  affiliate  of  the  Democratic  party.  Botb  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  White  enjoy  the  perfect  confidence  and 
highest  esteem  of  the  community,  and  are  in  every 
circle  accorded  the  heartiest  welcome. 
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'T^j  REDEE'IC'Iv  C.  KNOX.  It  was  a  matter  of 
||^SV  surprise  to  European  nations  used  to  enor- 
Dk  minis  standing  armies  that  as  soon  as  the 
necessity  of  war  was  over  and  the  last  battle  was 
fought,  that  the  American  Union  Army  met  and 
had  its  grand  review,  and  after  a  few  words  of 
commendation  and  patriotic  remark  from  its  chief 
officers,  disbanded,  and  then  was  scattered  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  melting  like 
mist  of  the  morning  at  the  approach  of  the  King  of 
Day.  The  gentleman  whose  life  is  here  recorded  is 
one  who  fought  with  the  hoys  in  blue  for  the  old 
flag,  and  when  no  longer  needed  upon  the  battle- 
field returned  to  the  more  peaceful  avocation  of 
husbandry. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Charles  H.  Knox, 
who  was  the  husband  of  Mary  J.  Craft.  They  were 
married  at  Sturgis,  and  settled  in  Centreville  in  1  835. 
There  they  lived  for  many  years;  Mr.  Knox  de- 
parted this  life  in  the  year  1852,  and  is  still  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  who  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject.  The}-  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years:  Henry. 
Daniel  M.,  Josephine,  .Mary,  Charles  F.  anil  William. 
The  two  first  named  are  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  horn  at  Centreville  on  the  24th 
of  July,  1843,  and  lived  in  the  village  until  he  was 
about  twelve  years  of  age.  tie  removed  with  his 
mother,  after  his  father's  decease,  to  the  farm  in 
Nottawa  Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  and  carried  on  as  well  as  he  was  able  the 
work  connected  therewith. 

Among  the  first  to  answer  the  call  for  soldiers  was 
our  subject.  He  enlisted  Aug.  1.  1861,  in  Battery 
D,  of  the  1st  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  and  served 
for  three  years,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  in 
November,  1864.  <>n  account  of  the  heavy  con- 
cussions caused  by  the  continual  firing  of  heavy 
ordnance  and  large  guns  at  the  battle  of  Mission- 
ary Ridge  he  sustained  an  injury  to  the  tympanum 


of  the  left  ear,  which  caused  him  to  lose  his  hearing 
on  that  side,  while  that  of  the  right  is  also  some- 
what impaired.  Owing  to  inflammation  his  eyesight 
is  also  affected,  that  of  the  right  eye  being  the 
worse. 

Upon  being  discharged  from  military  service  Mr. 
Knox  returned  to  his  home  in  Nottawa,  and  resumed 
farming,  where  he  has  the  charge  of  200  acres  of 
land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  operated  upon 
the  line  of  general  farming  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. His  farm  is  well  stocked,  and  provided  with 
necessary  implements,  machines  and  buildings, 
which  he  has  been  careful  to  erect  after  the  most 
approved  plans. 

Mr.  Knox  was  married  in  Centreville,  this  State. 
becoming  the  husband  of  Juliet  Ingalls,  who  is  the 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Adelia  (Brooks)  Ingalls. 
They  were  old  settlers  in  the  county,  having  come 
to  Nottawa  about  the  year  1S30,  from  which  time 
they  resided  there  continuously  until  their  decease, 
and  until  her  marriage  Mrs.  K.  continued  to  reside 
there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  are  the  parents  of  two 
children — Hereia  B.  and  Josephine. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  been  elected  to  the 
offices  of  Highway  Commissioner  and  School  Asses- 
sor, and  has  held  the  same  for  several  years.  He  is 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  David  Oaks 
I'ost  No.  132,  G.  A.  R..  of  Centreville,  and  takes  a 
great  interest  in  the  work  of  the  same.  His  politi- 
cal position  is  that  of  the  Republican  party,  which 
he  has  always  espoused. 


,  ENRY  LOUR,  well  known  throughout  Not- 
tawa Township  and  its  neighborhood  as  a 
thorough,  enterprising  and  successful  far- 
\£))  mer,  is  the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  Lohr,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  parents  of  our  subjeel  were  born  at 
Northumberland,  Pa.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  State  and  there  made  their  home  for  a  time, 
removing  to  Illinois  in  1854.  They  died  in  Stephen- 
son County,  that    State. 

I  he  subjeel  of  our  sketch  was  the  sixth  of  eight 
children  born  to  his  parents;  this  interesting  event 
occurred  on  the  10th  of  February,  1819,  in  Union, 
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attention  to  li is  own  farming  and  other  business. 
and  has  not  cared  to  enter  the  lists  in  the  political 
arena.  He  lias  usually  voted  the  Republican  ticket, 
of  which  party  he  has  been  a  member  for  over  fifty 
years.  When  a  younger  man  he  was  somewhat  act- 
ive in  its  campaigns,  although  not  otherwise  tak- 
ing any  special  part.  His  character  is  such  as  to 
commend  itself  to  all, and  in  consequence  he  receives 
that  peculiar  regard  which  amounts  almost  to  ven- 
eration that  is  given  to  those  so  long  identified  with 
one  community.  His  wife  is  also  worthy  in  every 
way,  and  is  the  recipient  of  the  same  respect  as  her 
husband,  and  holds  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of 
her  friends  and  neighbors,  as  was  expressed  at  the 
recent  happy  gathering  referred  to  above.  Mr. 
Palmer  is  living  on  160  acres  of  land  he  entered 
from  the  Government  under  President  Jackson, 
from  which  lie  has  never  moved,  perhaps  the  only 
one  in  his  township. 


\ff  OHN  CATTELL,  a  late  resident  of  Leonidas 
Township,  and  a  man  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  knew  him,  was  born  in  Somerset- 
'•(^Jl  shire,  England.  Feb.  12, 1833, and  emigrated 
to  America  in  1856,  accompanied  by  his  mother 
and  the  younger  members  of  the  family,  joining 
the  father,  William  Cattell.  who  had  crossed  the 
Atlantic  the  previous  spring. 

William  Cattell  came  to  this  country  in  company 
with  his  son  Charles  in  the  spring  of  1856,  and  was 
joined  by  his  wife  and  the  balance  of  his  family  in 
November  following,  with  the  exception  of  Emma 
and  William,  who  had  settled  in  the  northern  part  of 
this  county  some  time  before.  Here  the  parents  of 
our  subject  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
father  carrying  on  farming  successfully  and  enjoy- 
ing in  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  -fellow-citizens.  He  also  was  a  native  of 
Somersetshire,  England,  born  in  the  parish  of  Oak, 
May  5,  1  SO  1 ,  and  married  Miss  Anna  Totterdall,  a 
native  of  his  own  county,  bom  in  the  parish  of 
Westhatch,  April  11,  1800,  and,  like  himself,  of 
an  excellent  family.  They  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  four  sons  and  live  daughters,  who 
were  named    respectively:    William.    Betsey,   John. 


Emma  M.,  Charles,  Addie,  Alfred,  Jessie  and  Lucy. 
Seven  of  these  are  living. 

Our  subject  lived  with  his  parents  in  Nottaway 
Township  some  years  after  coming  to  this  county, 
and  then,  being  of  an  enterprising  disposition,  and 
being  desirous  of  doing  for  himself,  he  rented  a 
tract  of  land  in  Burr  Oak  Township,  which  he  op- 
erated successfully  until  the  spring  of  1864.  He 
had  in  the  meantime  been  married,  and  now  re- 
moved with  his  wife  and  child  to  Leonidas  Town- 
ship, settling  upon  his  own  land,  which  was  then  in 
an  unimproved  condition.  His  labors  met  with  the 
legitimate  reward  of  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  in  the  course  of  time  he  had  surrounded  him- 
self and  his  little  family  with  all  the  comforts  of 
modern  life.  His  farm  comprised  200  acres  on  sec- 
tion 29,  where  he  erected  good  buildings  and 
brought  the  soil  to  a  thorough  state  of  cultivation. 
He  provided  himself  with  the  most  approved  ma- 
chinery, kept  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock, 
and  bore  the  reputation  of  a  progressive,  liberal- 
minded  and  public-spirited  citizen.  His  death, 
which  was  a  source  of  regret  to  the  entire  com- 
munity, took  place  on  the  1  lth  of  January,  1888. 
lie  left  to  his  heirs  a  fine  estate,  including  200  acres 
of  land  and  valuable  personal  property. 

Mr.  Cattell  suffered  a  long  and  painful  illness, 
being  afflicted  with  Blight's  disease,  and  which  he 
bore  with  true  Christian  fortitude.  He  was  a  firm 
believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion, 
although  not  identified  with  any  religious  organiza- 
tion. He  made  it  the  rule  of  his  life  to  do  unto 
others  as  he  would  be  done  by,  and  was  possessed 
by  that  kind,  charitable  and  hospitable  spirit  which 
was  ever  ready  to  bestow  benefits  both  upon  friends 
and  strangers.  By  his  children  and  all  who  knew 
him  his  name  is  held  in  most  tender  remembrance. 
After  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  he  identified 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party  until  the  last 
ten  years,  when  he  became  a  Republican.  He  was 
a  stanch  supporter  of  Union  principles  during  the 
Civil  War,  and  gave  of  his  means  and  influence  both 
to  this  and  all  other  measures  that  should  result  in 
benefit  to  his  fellow-beings. 

Mr.  Cattell  at  his  death  left  a  devoted  wife  and 
two  children,  the  former  of  whom  in  her  girlhood 
days   Miss  Amanda  E.  Engle,  was  the   daughter  of 
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soil  and  build  up  a  homestead.  Later  lie  added 
twenty  acres  to  his  first  purchase,  and  has  brought 
the  whole  to  a  tine  state  of  cultivation,  at  the  same 
time  investing  his  spare  capital  in  the  neat  and  sub- 
stantial farm  buildings  which  are  foremost  among 
the  attractive  features  of  the  estate. 

Mrs.  Davis  was  the  seventh  of  her  parents'  family 
of  eight  children,  and  was  born  in  Otisco,  X.  Y., 
Keli.  11.  1826.  She  received  excellent  home  training 
and  a  common-school  education,  and  continued  un- 
der the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  six 
children,  of  whom  but  four  are  living:  George, 
the  eldest,  is  carrying  on  farming  successfully 
in  Nottawa  Township,  this  county;  Addie  is  the 
wife  of  William  Hazzard,  who  is  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Nebraska;  .Minnie  continues  at  home 
with  her  parents;  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Dayton  nia- 
cins, of  Mason  County.  The  deceased  are  Annie  and 
Frankie.  The  former  died  when  an  interesting  young 
lady  of  twenty-three  years  of  age;  Frankie  was 
taken  from  the  home  circle  when  a  little  lad  of  two 
years.  The  wife  of  our  subject,  a  most  excellent 
lady,  has  been  in  delicate  health   for  some    time. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  cordial  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  lie  is  a  man  quiet  and  unostenta- 
tious in  manner,  and  has  carefully  avoided  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  office-holder,  although  in 
former  years  he  occupied  various  positions  of  trust 
in  his  township. 
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l«^*IIFO  M.  S('OVILLE,an  aged  and  highly  re- 
fiuKY  N"'''1''1'  resident  of  Constantine,  was  born  in 
\U'  Collinsvillc.  Lewis  Co..  X.  r.,  June  5,  1809. 
lie  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  and  has  made 
agriculture  the  chief  business  of  his  life.  When 
establishing  a  home  of  his  own  he  was  married  at 
Russia,  Herkimer  Co..  X.  V..  March  1,  1840,  to 
Miss  Lucinda  Phelps.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Sempronius,  Cayuga  Co.,  X.  V..  April   14,  1817. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scoville  after  their  marriage  settled 
in  Collinsvillc.  X.  V.,  where  they  lived  until  1847, 
then  changed  their  residence  to  Conncaut  ville, 
Crawford  Co..  Pa.,  where  they  lived  until  coming 
to  the  West.      They    had    not   then    decided    upon  a 


location,  and  Mr.  Scoville  spent  some  time  visiting 
various  localities,  but  finally  decided  to  locate  in 
Ovid,  this  State,  where  he  made  his  home  several 
years.  Thence  they  removed  to  St.  John's,  and  two 
years  later  to  St.  Louis,  tins  State,  abiding  in  the 
latter  place  a  period  of  ten  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1888  the  family  came  to  Constantine. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scoville  there 
have  been  born  five  children:  The  eldest,  a 
daughter,  Fannie,  is  the  wife  of  M.  C.  Lapp,  of 
Jackson;  Benton  II.  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  Constantine;  Bela  P.  is  one  of  the  physicians 
of  Constantine.  and  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume;  Jessie  is  the  wife  of  George 
Dutch,  of  Constantine;  Carrie,  Mrs.  II.  W.  Woodin, 
is  a  resident  of  St.  Louis.  Mich.  Mr.  Scoville  has 
seen  much  of  lite  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Michigan, 
and  although  having  been  content  to  make  very  little 
stir  in  the  world,  has  sustained  the  reputation  of  a 
peaceful  and  law-abiding  citizen,  one  whose  career 
has  been  that  of  which  his  children  will  never  be 
ashamed. 


ENOCH  WARE.  This  gentleman  is  numbered 
among  the  younger  farmers  of  Colon  Town- 
ship, of  which  he  is  a  native,  and  is  prose- 
cuting agriculture  in  a  highly  successful  manner. 
He  first  purchased  forty  acres  in  1883,  and  since 
that  time  has  given  his  close  attention  to  the  care- 
ful cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  building  up  of 
his  homestead.  lie  labors  upon  the  theory  of  the 
late  Horace  Greeley,  that  a  small  farm  well  tilled 
is  more  desirable  than  a  large  area  partially  neg- 
lected.  lie  commenced  early  in  life  to  lay  his  plans 
for  the  future,  and  is  already  ranked  among  the 
solid  and  responsible  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
Daniel  Ware,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Bolin,  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  after  their 
marriage  settled  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.  Two  years 
later  they  came  to  Michigan,  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Colon  Township,  this  county,  about  1862. 
The  father  purchased  forty  live  acres  on  section 
26,  where  he  built  up  a  comfortable  home,  and 
where  he  and  his  estimable  wife  still  live. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  four 
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of  Penns        nia,      I  hey  beci the  parents  of  one 

child,  :i  daughter,  Ada,  the  wife  of  our  suh 

fo  Mi     ind  Mrs    Ware  there  have  been  bom  two 
children      Lester   V  nnd  Louisa  V.     Mr,  Wnre,  |m>- 
litically,  supports   the   Republican    party,  and 
served  as  Highway  Commissioner  in  In-  distrii 
sometime.     Hi-  residence  and  other  farm  build- 
ire  creditable  alike  to  his   taste  and  industry, 

and  the  whole  forms  n  picture  ol  thfi  c plcle  rural 

home.  whose  beneficiaries  nre  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  of  I 
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P\\  lit   II  VNDS11  W\  .  i  I'own- 

ship,  is  of  stanch  Pennsylvania  stock,  the 
son  of   Peter  and    Ann  i  Kleckn 
shaw,  who  were  natives  t ham p ton 

County,    Pa.     There    they    wen  nnd 

■.■ii.  and    lived    tin 

ce   they    removed   i"  <  olumbi.i  <  ounly,  and 
afterward   to  Montour  County.     In   the  sprin 

|(-:i\  mi;  the  Key  stom     S 
Michigan   and   settled    in    Mcndon    township,  this 
county  .      Later  they    remoi  ed   t"  Lo 
ship,  «  here  tin  lied  in    I 

is  -till  li\  ing  mi  :ni  m<I\  anced 

1 .1  the  parents  of  on  torn 

ciirlit  children,  of  whom  1  >:i \  i,  1  He 

I  hampton  ( 'ounty 
was  born  Jan.  l.  I  830.     w  hen   n  l* 
nine  years  he  made  a  trip  on  the    l)i 
from    I  nston  to    Philadelphia,  mid  a 
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Id-  worked  on  n   fai m 

e«    i"   muni I.  nnd  of  «  hich 

ili-iii  until  the  fall  ■ 
lumbia  <  ■■nil' 
until  chai 

In   the   hitter  he  leai  ned   i1 
at  which  he  worked 
il  on  account  "i  nn  in  |u 
tin  the  26th  ol    \ 
■  I  •■  ■   M 
born   in   <  olun 
The  young  people  spenl  thai  winter  in  tin 

bill    in  the  -i  -~u in- 

tuit <  ounty  .  <  Hiin. 
• 
[smithing.      His   di 
farm  life,  bul   land 
Bucki       -         ii-  found  that,  with  lii- 
hc  would 

i'lir- 

n n t i  1  the  l-i  of  March, 

came    to  this  i nly  and  i-h 

Township, 
sprin 

which  he  now  «•« ns 
ter  1 1 1 .- 1 K.  i  i 

uf  the  <  i\  il  \\  ar  -ti 

ol    Mr.    Hands 

ili-iini:   in    the   1  nion 

!  I 
ing  i  ml  in  dm 
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those  of  Lecturer,  Master,  Overseer  and  Chaplain. 
In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  is  a  member  of  Blue 
Lodge  No.  oil.  of  Mention.  Both  he  and  his  ex- 
cellent wife  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  II.  has  been  for  many  years  a  Deacon 
and  Trustee.  He  is  a  strong  temperance  man. 
warmly  interested  in  the  success  of  the  cause. 


•»/V  -"**££i2*®-|g"» 
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«pj  1IARLES  H.  McKINSTER  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Colon,  and  is  also  one  of  its 


c 


'  must  prominent  business  men.  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Wilkinson  <fr  Co.,  dealers  in 
drugs  and  groceries.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  in  1848,  the  elder  of  the  two  children  born 
to  Thomas  and  Mahala  (Wilkinson)  McKinster,  na- 
tives of  New  York.  They  came  to  Michigan  when 
our  subject  was  five  years  old,  and  settled  in  Colon 
Village,  where   the    father    followed    his    trade    of 

i per    for  twenty    years.      He  then    moved  onto  a 

farm  in  this  county, and  continued  to  reside  thereon 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1876.  when  he 
was  about  fifty-six  years  old.  This  county  was  then 
deprived  of  one  of  its  worthiest  citizens,  one  who 
had  ever  led  an  upright  life,  and  who  stood  high  in 
the  community  where  he  dwelt.  His  excellent  wife 
survived  him  until  1882,  when  she  too  passed  away, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  She  had  a  brother  who 
served  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  now  resides  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Charles  McKinster  was  reared  in  Colon,  receiv- 
ing from  his  good  parents  a  careful  training  that 
well  fitted  him  for  the  duties  of  life  that  have  since 
devolved  upon  him  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen.  He 
acquired  a  sound  education  in  the  graded  school 
of  C<ilim,  and  after  the  completion  of  his  education 
he  left  the  home  of  his  parents,  and  making  his 
way  to  Northern  Michigan,  found  employment  in 
a  cooper  factory  there.  He  subsequent^-  entered 
the  profession  of  teacher,  and  was  Principal  of  the 
Colon  public  school  for  nearly  two  years,  entering 
earnestly  and  with  greal  interest  into  his  duties  as 
instructor,  meeting  with  marked  success,  and  gain- 
ing high  rank  among  those  of  the  profession  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  During  this  time  he  also  held  his 
pic-sent  partnership,  and    at  length   the  demands  of 


his  business  were  such  that  he  gave  up  teaching  to 
devote  his  whole  attention  to  his  mercantile  pur- 
suits. The  firm  has  a  neat  and  attractive  store, 
carries  a  large  and  well-selected  stock,  and  has  an 
extensive  trade. 

Mr.  McKinster  was  married  in  1874.  in  Gales- 
burg.  Mich.,  to  Miss  Evaline  L.  Davis,  and  to  her 
devotion  and  sympathy  he  undoubtedly  owes  much 
of  his  success  in  life.  She  is  a  native  of  Michigan, 
born  in  1855.  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  four  chil- 
dren of  William  C.  and  Antoinette  (Lyon)  Davis, 
earl}-  settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Her  parents 
reside  at  Leonidas.  where  for  many  years  her  father 
was  engaged  as  a  wagon-maker.  After  marriage  Mr. 
McKinster  remained  one  year  in  Northern  Michi- 
gan, and  then  returned  to  Colon,  and  engaged  in 
business  as  before  mentioned.  He  is  a  wide-awake 
business  man.  prompt  and  honorable  in  his  deal- 
ings, genial  and  entertaining  in  his  intercourse  with 
others.  He  stands  high  in  mercantile  and  social 
circles  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  is  very  influen- 
tial in  the  administration  of  the  public  affairs  of 
this  community,  being  at  present  Township  Treas- 
urer of  Colon  Township,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  School  Board.  He  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  Secretary  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  is  a  member  of  the  Chapter  and  pres- 
ent Secretary  thereof.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
polities,  and  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

In  the  pleasant  home  of  our  subject  and  his  ami- 
able wife  five  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
three  of  whom  are  living — -Fred  E..  Edna  G.  and 
an  infant.  Fred  is  an  attendant  at  one  of  the  ex- 
cellent schools  of  Colon.  Nellie  died  in  1882,  when 
nearly  five  years  of  age;  Ned  died  iu  1886,  when 
nearly  six  months  old. 


FRANCISCO  KLADY,  a  native  of  this  county. 

Pi  was  born  in  Nottawa  Township,  of  which 
he  is  still  a  resident,  March  12.  1841.  Michi- 
gan had  then  been  a  State  but  a  little  over  four 
years,  and  the  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were 
spent  amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  while  he 
was  being  transformed  from  a  boy  to  a  man  his 
native  State  was  also   growing   in   like    proportion. 
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The  scenes  which  he  has  witnessed  as   the  ■ try 

slowlj  settled  up.  and  civilization  hi  plant 

pi  r decided  I)  upon  the  -"H  of  South- 

Michigan,  if  pro|>erl)  sel  forth  In   print   would 
make  a  fair  sized   \ olume. 

\i  i    Kl  id)  has  been  of  :i  thoughtful  and  oh 
:ini  mind  t •  .-ill  In-  youth  up,  and  has  kepi  his 
open  i"  whal  was  ^"inu  on  In   1 1 1  *  -    world    around 
In  in.     He  was  trained  to  habits  of   industry, 

.•i  pi ncl i'il  edui  il Ion,  and  entered  ii| I 

gle  of  life    »''ll   equipped   i"   meel   the   'litli' 

» liiili  are  the  c mon  l"t  "i   ei  er)    man,     1 1 

Inn-  have  heen  amply  rewarded,  he  being  now    the 

owner  of  :i  g I   pi  opert3    embi  farm  120 

in  extent,  with  substantial  buildings  and  the 
greater  pari  "f  the  land  in  a  productive  condition, 
1 1.   i-.  In  fact,  sui  i  ■  mndcd   bj  all   the  comfoi 
In',-. 

w  illiam  Klady,  the  father  of  our  sub  born 

in  Monti  zuma,  (  aj  uga  Co.,  N.  1      \  1810, 

and  married  Mi--  Nancj  Knickerbocker,  a  nal 
I  lutchess  ( 'mint  v.  the  same  H 

IT.  1800.      Mm'  parents   were   residents   for  .-i  ti 

of    Cattaraugus  County,   bul    aboul    183-1   lefl   the 

Empire  State  «itli  their  little  family,  and  settled  in 

Nottawa  Township,  this  county,    where  the    father 

n  i"  I 'Mtt If  with  tin1  elements  of  a  new  soil, and 

in  common  »itli  lii-  brother  pi irs,  labored  in  the 

.1.  \  elopmenl  "(  'i   homi  Here   both   parents 

spenl  tbr  remainder  of  their  livi  -       I 
■Tan.  2,   1875;  the  mother  survived    her   husband     > 
|hi  I... I    "i  .  .\  .i    thii  teen    \  i  ai  -.    her   death   I 
place  Sepl    i 

I.-  William  and  Nancj  Klady  there  were  born 
six  children,  "f  whom  "in-  subjei  t  »:i-  the  fourth, 
Mini  :ill  born  in  Mich 

lion  in   tin-  district  school,  and  remained  -i  member 
of  tin-  parental  household   until  n    "f 

Iwent)  intici|mling  tin'  lime  when  he  should 

i  form  of  In-  own.     Tin 
War,  however,  drew  In-  thoughts  cur- 

rent, and  mi  the  -  tilt  of  August,  !  - 

the  rebel  attack  upon  Kt.  Sumtei 
to  thr  defense  "f  the  I  nion,  .  ;n  ( 'om| 

A.  1  lth  Mi  I  rj  .     II' 

M 
regimen)  shortly  :it                         !<■.     It  » 
«» 


n  many  of  ti  • 
tin'  a  lickamai 

■  M  M  i. 

i  othei    minoi 
l  skirmisbi 
V" 

his  enlistmenl  »|y  ill  and 

>n  the  hot  Kn  .    f,,r 

a  time,  when  b  furlough  •inn- 

mi;  home  -|'ii  in .In  ii:. 

tree,  and  under  thi 

lii-  health  and  strength.     Hi 
Joined    b  k\.     i 

winti 

The  ii.''  ,   be 

endured,  the  •  .ml   the   i 

are  bul  the  simple  story  of  th 

i  form  a  |  Ami 

will  alwaj 

tional  recot  >-       \ • 
enlistment  .Mr.  Klady  a 
M  Ich  .  and  ntiii  nil 

the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life      1 1 
down  in  health,  and  it 
li i tit  t"  In-  f'"  i  .  which  -  • 

i'i'in|  that  «'f  In-  youthful  da)  -       1 1. 

nf  the  surrendi 

heartily  :it  tl  •  ..f  the  I 

Dm 
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tives  respectively  of  New  York  State  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1838  they  removed  from  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  Ilillsdale^County,  Mich.,  settling 
in  Moscow  Township,  where  the  father  began  the 
development  of  a  homestead,  but  only  lived  eight 
years  thereafter,  his  decease  occurring  Oct.  8, 1846, 
when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life.  The  mother  was 
subsequently  married  to  John  C.  McKercher,  a 
cousin  of  her  former  husband,  and  then  coming  to 
this  county  in  the  fall  of  1854,  settled  in  Nottawa 
Township,  where  her  death  took  place  Oct.  12, 
1873. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Klady  there  were  born  six 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.  K.  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  during  her  childhood 
and  youth,  receiving  a  common-school  education 
and  becoming  thoroughly  versed  in  those  household 
duties  a  knowledge  of  which  has  so  much  to  do 
with  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  a  home.  She 
has  been  the  suitable  companion  of  her  husband  in 
his  worthy  efforts  all  through  life,  and  has  done  her 
share  in  making  her  home  one  of  the  pleasantest 
places  to  be  found.  Mr.  Klady,  politically,  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  keeps  himself  posted  in  re- 
gard to  current  events,  a  n<l  socially,  belongs  to  David 
Oaks  Post  No.  135,  G.  A.  R..  at  Centreville.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Klady  are  the  parents  of  two  children — Flor- 
ence and  William. 


EV.  ALI'IIKIS  WINNER.  This  gentle- 
man, well  known  in  the  county  and  needing 
cAi  \\\  no  introduction  to  the  reader,  was  born  in 
£)  New  fane.  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y..  on  the  5th 
of  February.  1825.  Upon  the  removal  of  his  par- 
ents to  Lenawee  County  in  this  State  in  the  year 
1832,  lie  continued  with  them  at  their  new  home  in 
Franklin  Township.  Our  .subject  is  the  son  of 
Abraham  and  Leah  Wisner,  who  were  natives  of 
Nc»  York.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
Niagara  County.  N.  V.  They  were  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  our  subject  being  the  second. 

Until  he  attained  to  manhood  our  subject  con- 
tinued to  reside  as  above,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Franklin  Township,  afterward 
engaging  in  farming.     In  the  year  1850  he  went  to 


Athens,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  passed  through 
both  the  primary  and  select  schools.  School  days 
over  he  engaged  in  farming,  ami  continued  thus 
employed  until  the  year  185(1,  when  he  became  the 
pastor  of  the  Athens  Baptist  Church.  He  contin- 
ued in  charge  of  this  congregation  for  six  years, 
and  then  commenced  preaching  in  South  Climax. 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  continued  preaching 
for  twenty-two  years.  lie  lias  resided  in  Leonidas 
ever  since  resigning  his  charge  in  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  ministered  to  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Branch  County  for  eight  years.  During  that  time 
he  was  settled  in  Leonidas  Township.  Since  resign- 
ing his  charge  at  Johnson  he  has  not  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  ministry,  and  gives  his  attention  to 
his  farm.      It  is  150  acres  in  extent. 

In  Franklin  Township,  Lenawee  County,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Juliette 
Morrow,  a  lady  in  every  way  suited  to  him,  one 
capable  of  filling  the  position  of  a  true  helpmate 
to  one  so  fully  occupied  and  earnestly  engaged  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  She  was  born  in  Black 
Rock,  I'.iie  Co.,  N.  Y..  Jan.  12,  1827.  and  i-  the 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Mariah  Morrow,  of 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.  The  felicity  of  the  wed- 
ded life  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been  deepened 
by  the  birth  of  their  seven  children,  whose  names 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Mary  A..  Sarah  M..  Amelia 
C  .  Roberl  1'..  Abram  (  ..  Edna  F.  and  Charles  A. 

Upon  three  different  occasions  our  subject  has 
been  elected  Justice  of   the  Peace,  and  as  often  did 

he  decline  to  serve,  feeling  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  properly  to  do  so.'  His  political  sentiments 
arc  symphonious  with  those  of  the  Republican 
party,  with  which  he  has  been  in  heartiest  accord. 
lb'  has  done  much  to  promote  its  interests  in  the 
districts  of  which  he  has  been  a  resident,  and 
largely  assisted    in  the  organization  thereof  in  this 

Stale. 

In  his  ministerial  career  Mr.  Wisner  has  officiated 
at  over  500  funerals,  and  has  been  called  upon  to 
unite  in  wedlock  more  than  200  couples.  A-  a 
preacher  he  used  the  language  of  tin'  people,  was 
happy  in  the  select  ion  of  forceful  il lust  rations,  plain 
in  argument  and  of  good  delivery,  which  may 
possibly  account  for  the  uuu.-ual  length  of  time  of 
his  ministry  at  South    Climax.      He   enjoys   a  very 
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One  reputnt  ioi  111,  oik  I   1-  ,  verywl 

mui  h  respected,     lie  1-  n<  lius- 

nature,  hai  ing   thoi  I  the  principles 

and  become  perfect  in  the  |>  studying 
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li  ia  as  well  cult i \ nted  and  admiral) 

lilr  and   products  e,  as  anj    in   the  distt  iel       M 1 , 

W     nor  enlisted  March     •  in  the  lati 

«  pan)    <  .  20th   Michigan   Inl 

three    months.     lie  wn  1   ( lhaplnin  of   the 

nenl  shortly  after  enlisting,  nnd  served  as  such 
ilui ing  lii-  term  "i  sei  ■ 

T  1  )IIN    Bl  iui  1;       I   miliar  figure  among  the 

people   of   <  "li'ii  Township,  1-  the  third  son 

--JI     "'    •'"Im  and   Diana  (Gerhart)  Bower,  nnd 

QJ     whs  1. ..in  111  Bristol  Hill.  M.i.  N    \   . 

Jul)  1.1824.   When  a  003  of  twi  j  he  ci 

with  his  parents  i"  1  In-  county, nnd  lived  with  them 
in  Nottawn    I ..» nship  until  ■•!  youth  of    ninel 
Subsequent  l\  ho  mnde  1  ■  •  ,.n  Tow  nship 

his  uncle,   Adam    Bower,  for  n   period  "; 

He   then   retur I   to  his  mil  nnd 

for  twi  Ive  years  thereafter  I  i  \  ••<  1  upon  :i  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Springport,  nnd   gnve   lii-   nttentioi 

ultural  pui  suits,  «  hich  has 
of  lii-  life.     Prom  Spring  poi  t  oui  -\  •  ■! 

to    the    \  icinity    of    Fleming,    VI   ,  win    • 
jourued  aboul  eigl  In  the  1 
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of  land  u  ship,  where  he 

has  since  lived 
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The  parents  of  our  subject,  Michael  and  Eliza- 
beth (Speigelmeyer)  Kline,  were  also  natives  of 
Snyder  County,  Pa.,  where  they  spent  the  earlier 
years  of  their  lives  and  were  married.  About  1855 
they  migrated  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Nottawa 
Township,  this  county,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  household  circle  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years,  namely :  Reuben,  Samuel,  Jeremiah,  Henry 
and  Aaron.  The  latter  died  when  a  young  man. 
On  the  27th  of  September,  1870,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Mendon.  with  a  very  estima- 
ble lady,  Miss  Mary  M..  daughter  of  William  C. 
and  Matilda  (Aigler)  Kline.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
K.  were  also  natives  of  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married,  and  whence  they 
came  to  this  county  in  18G3,  settling  in  Sherman 
Township,  where  they  still  reside.  Their  family 
consisted  of  five  children. 

Mrs.  Kline  is  a  native  of  the  same  county  as 
her  husband  and  parents,  and  was  born  Sept.  28, 
1851.  She  received  careful  home  training  and  a 
fair  education  in  the  common  school,  and  with  her 
husband  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Lu- 
theran Evangelical  Church.  She  is  a  very  pleasant 
and  amiable  lady,  and  has  hosts  of  friends  in  this 
vicinity.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Kline  there  have 
been  born  three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter, 
namely:  Lawrence  A.,  aged  seventeen  years,  Myrtie 
E.,  eight,  and  Vance  L.,  six.  Mr.  K.,  politically 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  has  held  the  office 
of  School  Director  in  his  district. 
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ijr^vEV.  T.  J.  BACHER,  minister  of  the  Re- 
lief formed  Church  of  the  United  States,  and 
located  at  Nottawa,  is  a  most  faithful  and 
efficient  minister,  and  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  capacities  mentally,  of  excellent  educa- 
tion, and  thoroughly  well  informed  in  matters  per- 
taining to  the  duties  < •  f  his  calling.  A  native  of 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  he  was  born  Aug.  15,  1850,  and  is  the 
son  of  Jacob  T.  Bacher,  who,  with  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Eliza  (Rinker)  Bacher,  was  a  native  of  Allentown, 
Pa.      The  father  is  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  is  still  liv- 


ing, making  his  home  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  August, 
1881. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Theodore 
J.,  a'native  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  was  the  second  child,  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  pursuing  his 
first  studies  in  the  common  schools,  and  later  becom- 
ing a  student  of  Heidelberg  College  in  Tiffin,  from 
which  lie  was  graduated  in  the  classical  course  with 
honors.  He  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Tiffin,  and  when  completing  his  studies  there  was 
assigned  as  his  first  charge  to  Fremont,  Ohio,  be- 
ing the  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  that  city 
a  period  of  three  years.  He  then  withdrew  to  ac- 
cept a  call  to  the  Reformed  Church  at  Massillon,  in 
the  same  State,  where  he  remained  three  years,  then 
changed  his  residence  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  becoming 
pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States 
at  that  place,  remaining  there  also  three  years. 

About  1883  Mr.  Bacher  was  appointed  a  mission- 
ary to  the  city  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  in  the  interests 
of  the  English  Reformed  Church.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  the  organization  of  Grace  Reformed 
Church  of  that  city,  which  now  embraces  a  large 
membership,  lie  resided  there  five  years,  and  ac- 
quired church  property  to  the  value  of  §7,500.  After 
five  years'  residence  in  Ft.  Wayne,  he  resigned 
his  charge,  and  coming  to  this  county,  purchased  a 
fine  farm  along  the  southern  line  of  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which 
he  has  since  been  vigorously  engaged,  although  he 
still  labors  in  the  Master's  vineyard  as  before.  He 
has  a  handsome  residence  with  attractive  surround- 
ings, and  numbers  his  friends  by  the  score  in  this 
county.  As  a  pulpit  orator  he  is  an  able  expounder 
of  Scripture,  clear  and  forcible  in  his  arguments, 
and  invariably  commands  good  audiences.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  the  advocate  of  Republican  principles, 
and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  State  and  Na- 
tional events. 

Mr.  Bacher  was  married  in  Sycamore,  Ohio.  May 
•'>,  1.H73,  to  Miss  Minerva,  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  C.  Taylor,  of  Sycamore,  and  who  was  born 
there  April  17,  1850.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Bacher  are 
now  living  in  Sycamore.  Ohio.  To  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  there  were   born    three   children, 
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that  he  now  owns  103  acres,  has  erected  substantial 
farm  buildings,  and  has  quite  a  comfortable  and 
well-built  farm  dwelling. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  MenaThromp.  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
in  the  year  1830,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Job  and 
Christena  Thromp.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  William, 
Mena,  Mary,  Hannah,  Chris,  and  John  who  died 
when  three  years  of  age.  William  is  a  farmer  in 
Burr  Oak  Township,  and  is  doing  well;  Mena  is 
now  Mrs.  Lewe  Warkentine,  and  resides  with  her 
husband  in  Sherman  Township,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  fanning;  Mary  is  happily  married  to  Fred  Bor- 
chort,  who  is  a  farmer  in  the  same  township;  the 
two  youngest  children  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coohon  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  with  which 
they  have  always  been  affiliated.  Our  subject  is  not 
prominent  in  political  circles,  neither  as  an  office- 
holder; lie  usually  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  counted  among  its  firm  friends. 


LIAS  ANDREWS.     The   homestead   of  the 
subject    of  this  sketch  embraces    150  acres 

of  valuable  land,  finely  located  on  section 
36,  Nottawa  Township.  Upon  this  he  has  effected 
good  improvements,  having  a  substantia]  dwelling 
with  a  good  barn  and  outhouses,  fruit  ami  shade 
trees,  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  the  well-regu- 
lated country  estate.  Nothing  but  the  hand  of 
thrift  and  industry  has  brought  the  property  to  its 
present  condition,  and  the  labors  of  Mr.  Andrews 
have  been  ably  seconded  by  one  of  the  most  estim- 
able and  capable  of  ladies,  who  lias  performed  her 
full  part  in  the  accumulation  of  the  property  and 
the  construction  of  one  of  the  pleasantesl  homes  in 
the  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  .Madison  County,  Ohio. 
Sept.  1.  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Polly 
(Patee)  Andrews,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 
His  father  died  when  lie  was  a  little  lad  of  live 
years,  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  the  mother 
was  married  a  second  time.  Elias  accompanied 
his  mother  and  stepfather  to  Michigan  about  1831; 


they  located  in  Wayne  County,  where  they  resided 
four  years,  then  coming  to  this  county,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1835,  settled  in  Nottawa  Township,  when  our 
subject  was  a  youth  about  sixteen  years  old.  The 
country  around  was  mostly  a  wilderness,  and  thus 
young  Andrews  became  intimately  acquainted  with 
pioneer  life,  its  toils  and   hardships. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home  until  about  twenty 
years  of  age.  then  repaired  to  the  vicinity  of  Ionia, 
and  made  hi-  home  with  a  brother,  residing  there 
for  about  two  and  one-half  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  this  county,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a 
resident,  lie  was  first  married  in  Sherman  Town- 
ship to  Mi-s  Mary  Foote,  who  became  the  mother  of 
two  children.  Mary  J.  and  Ida  1'..  and  died  in 
March.  1862.  The  elder  daughter  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Harding,  of  Butler.  End.;  Ida  E.  re- 
mains at  the  homestead. 

Mrs.  Mary  M.  (handler  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  May  '25.  1863,  the  wedding  taking  place 
in  Chicago,  111.  Mrs.  Andrews  was  born  at  Burns, 
X.  Y..  Aug.  19,  1833,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ste- 
phen and  Ann  Suydam  Mundy.  and  the  widow  of 
Bradley  (handler,  who  died  at  Ottawa.  111..  Oct.  15. 
1861.     Their  family  consisted  of  twelve  children. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew-  there  have  been  born 
two  sons;  Chancy  C,  born  in  1865,  and  Edward  E. 
They  are  at  home  with  their  parents.    Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Andrews   an-   members  in   g 1   standing   of   the 

Methodist  Episcopal  C  hurch.  with  which  they  have 
been  connected  many  years,  and  to  which  they  have 
given  a  liberal  and  cheerful  support.  Mr.  A.  is  a 
stanch  advocate  i  if  Republican  principles  The  fam- 
ily an-  widely  esteemed  in  their  community,  being 
ranked  among  t he  elements  which  have  given  to 
this  county  its  prestige  and  standing,  socially, 
morally  and  financially. 


NDREW  ('.  RUSSELL  is  pursuing  the 
WLai  even  tenor  of  his  way  in  a  comparatively 
uneventful  manner  at  a  comfortable  home- 
stead in  Nottawa  Township,  lying  on  sec- 
tion 21.  and  to  which  lie  came  in  1888.  A  native 
of  this  township,  he  was   born   Nov.  25.    1838,  the 
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cuts  for  a  time  returned  to  his  native  State,  wbere 
lie  sojourned  several  years,  then  came  to  this 
county  in  1837,  of  which  lie  was  a  resident  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883.  He  was  a 
thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  and  labored  indus- 
triously many  years  to  build  up  the  homestead 
upon  which  his  widow  now  resides,  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  of  life.  The  farm  embraces  160 
acres,  and  upon  it  are  neat  and  substantial  build- 
in--,  a  tasteful  residence,  with  a  good  barn  and  all 
the  necessary  structures  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and 
the  storing  of  grain.  The  farm  has  been  operated 
by  improved  machinery,  and  the  cattle,  horses  and 
swine  are  of  excellent  description. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacox  there  were  born  the  chil- 
dren whose  record  is  as  follows:  C'alista.  the  eldest 
daughter,  is  the  wife  of  S.  McMillan,  of  Colon; 
Eloise  married  Robert  Schemerhorn,  and  lives  in 
Nottawa;  Isabell.  Mrs.  Edgar  Chapman,  is  in 
Indiana;  Frank,  unmarried,  remains  at  home  with 
his  mother;  John  J.  married  Miss  Ada  Shaffer,  and 
is  farming  in  Nottawa  Township;  .Major  also  car- 
ries on  agriculture  in  this  township;  Mary  E.  died 
when  eight,  years  of  age;  John  died  in  infancy,  and 
Walter  is  a  promising  young  man  of  twenty-two 
years;  William  was  fatally  injured  by  the  kick  of  a 
horse,  which  he  only  survived  a  short  time;  he  was 
nineteen  years  old.  Colonel  died  when  a  lad  of  thir- 
teen years. 


G.  COVEY,  better  known    among  the  old 

's^/Jjl     settlers   and    pioneers   of    l.eonidas    Town- 

i     ship  and   the  county  generally   as  "Gill" 

Covey,  lias  been  a  resident  of  the  countv 
for  forty-two  years.  Allen  Covey,  his  father. 
migrated  with  his  wife  and  family,  comprising  -i\ 
children,  from  Steuben  County.  N.  Y ..  to  this  dis- 
t  riot  in  1846,  and  settled  in  the  above  township. 
Here  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land,  for  which 
he  t  raded  laud  in  New  York. 

The  new  home  of  the  Covey  family  was  situated 
on  section  35.  and  afforded  every  opportunity  for 
the  exercise  of  both  the  theoretical  and  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  not  of  that  simply, 
but  of  the  preparing  of  new  land  for  the  plow  ami 
after  work.    The  family  speedily  became  well  known 


among  their  neighbors  and  much  esteemed.  The 
names  of  the  children  are  as  follows:  Alphus  M., 
Daniel  B..  Reuben  C,  Eleazer  J.,  Allen  G.,  Susanna. 
The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  in  the  month 
of  July,  1846.  the  father  surviving  only  until  the 
following  October,  1846. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Howard. 
Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  of  March.  1834.  and 
he  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
moved  West.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he 
went  to  live  with  Mr.  David  Franklin,  of  the  same 
township,  where  he  remained  for  over  three  years. 
and  then  went  to  live  with  his  brother  Alphus, 
staying  with  him  for  about  two  years.  Being 
eighteen  years  of  age.  he  then  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  obtaining  a  position  where  he  could 
work  on  the  farm  by  the  month,  continuing  thus  for 
eight  years,  working  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  in  Florence  Township. 

Returning  to  Leonidas  Township  in  December. 
I860,  Mr.  Covey  bought  land  and  settled  about  half 
a  mile  north  of  the  Grove  school-house,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  about  eight  years,  which  were 
years  of  prosperity,  then  finding  a  good  purchaser, 
he  sold  out.  He  bought  eighty  acres  on  section 
29,  to  which  he  ha-  added  an  additional  forty  acres. 
His  life  has  been  spent  mainly  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  he  is  a  thoroughly  practical,  enterprising 
and  prosperous  farmer. 

(tu  the  2d  of  December,  I860,  our  subject  en- 
tered into  that  relation  which  has  brought  him  so 
much  of  the  brightness  and  happiness  of  life,  that 
being  the  day  when  he  was  united  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Myra  J.  Bowers,  at  Constantine,  this  county. 
Miss  Bowers  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County. 
Mich i  the  19th  of  April.  1839,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Sarah  (Wood)  Bowers,  who  are 
natives  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  respectively. 
Their  marriage  has  been  consummated  by  the  birth 
of  three  children,  named  as  follows:  S.  Adclhert. 
who  is  now  the  husband  of  Cora  Lewis,  is  one  of 
the  prosperous  farmers  of  Leonidas  Township; 
Sarah  S.,  who  is  at  home,  and  Ernest  A.,  who  met 
his  death  from  injuries  resulting  from  his  horse 
running  away  while  he  was  driving  on  the  21th  of 
February,  1883.  He  went  with  his  father  toColon 
with  a  load  of  hogs,  and  was  holding  the  horses  h\ 
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ber,  1888,    He  has  thus  rounded  up  a  life  of  nearly 
Beventj  years,  and  from  prcsenl  indications  h 
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them,  and  who  have  done  good  as  they  had  oppor- 
tunity. 

To.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKindley  there  were  horn 
three  children:  William  Francis.  March  11,  1853; 
Mary  A.,  July  20.  1854;  John  A.,  Fd>.  10,  1866. 
The  eldest  son  is  single,  and  a  resident  of  Kala- 
mazoo; Mary  died  Jan.  27.  1870.  when  an  interest- 
ing maiden  of  nearly  sixteen  years;  John  A.  is  now 
a  promising  young  man  of  twenty-three  years.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  he  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Harrison.  He  was  married. 
Dec.  12,  18S8,  to  Vira  A.  Olds,  of  Athens. 


(SI  IV1LLIAM  SHARER  is  a  name  well  known 
\rjl  and  respected  in  St.  Joseph  County,  not 
vj/xj'  only  because  of  what  he  is  but  also  on  ac- 
count of  his  parents.  The  property  of  this  gentle- 
man is  situated  upon  section  13  of  Colon  Township, 
and  comprises  130  acres  of  carefully  farmed  land. 
He  was  born  in  Lyons.  Wayne  Co.,  X.  Y.,  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1812;  until  he  attained  to  man's  es- 
tate he  lived  with  his  parents  in  his  native  county. 
He  was  roiled  upon  a  farm,  and  has  therefore  from 
earliest  years  been  conversant  with  the  daily  hap- 
penings of  such  a  life,  and  intimate  with  all  the 
detads  of  agricultural  labor.  In  1839  he  went  to 
Lenawee  County,  and  located  in  Rome  Township. 
where  he  bought  a  farm  and  continued  to  live  for 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  In  the  spring  of  1854  he 
removed  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  settled  on  sec- 
tion 13,  Colon  Township,  where  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent ever  siixc 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Sharer  includes  some  130  acres, 
upon  which  he  has  expended  much  time,  energy,  in- 
telligent effort  and  assiduous  labor.  Life  has  not 
been,  and  never  can  be,  a  continual  Mayday  to  one 
similarly  placed  and  of  kindred  disposition;  not  that 
it  is  without  its  sunshine  or  its  brightness,  but  the 
sterner  realities  of  life  that  are  ever  demanding 
attention  have  to  be  and  are  met  faithfully  and 
well.  He  has  experienced  all  the  hardships  and 
trying  situations  incident  to  settlement  in  a  new 
l  '     country  and  is  familiar  therewith,  but  is  neverthe- 

-«. 


less  rejoiced,  as  looking  around  he  sees  the  large 
progress  made,  the  well-settled  condition  of  coun- 
try ,  the  increase  of  wealth  and  power  that  has  come 
to  the  community  in  the  course  of  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married,  in  Lyons, 
Wayne  Co..  X.  Y..  on  the  22d  of  February,  1833, 
to  Miss  Lucinda  Weed-.  This  lady  was  born  in  Ft. 
Ann.  Washington  County,  in  the  same  State,  on  the 
14th  of  August.  1814.  There  have  come  to  their 
home  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  they  have  been 
permitted  to  bring  to  mature  years,  the  other  died 
in  infancy.  The  names  of  those  living  are  as  follows: 
George  W.,  Henrietta,  Selick  W.,  Lydia  A..  Mary, 
Harry  C.  and  Thurlow  B.  George  is  residing  in 
Cedar  Springs,  Kent  County;  Henrietta  is  now  Mrs. 
William  C.  Houland.  of  Ovid,  Mich.;  Lydia  is  the 
wife  of  Byron  B.  Noyes,  of  Branch  Count}';  Mary 
is  married  to  Oliver  B.  Culver,  of  the  same  county; 
Harry  is  in  Chicago;  Selick  is  in  Colon  and  Thur- 
low at  home. 

For  twelve  years  our  subject  continued  to  hold 
the  position  of  Commissioner  of  Highways,  and  is 
a  member  of  Colon  (i range,  P.  of  II.  In  political 
circles  he  is  not  prominent,  although  at  all  times 
interested  in  the  various  questions  before  the  peo- 
ple. He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican  and 
an  ardent  worker  for  the  party.  He  is  a  man  of 
fine  [iersonal  character,  a  good  agriculturist,  and  a 
most  worthy  and  capable  citizen. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  representatives 
of  that  type  of  manhood  and  womanhood  that  has 
almost  passed  away  and  become  obsolete  since  the 
revolution  in  civilization  that  resulted  in  the  pres- 
ent never-ceasing,  impetuous  rush  of  life.  His 
father,  Henry  Sharer,  was  a  native  of  Maryland; 
the  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  Elizabeth  Berrock,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  State.  Their  first  home  was  made  in  their 
native  State,  and  there  they  continued  to  reside 
for  some  years,  then  they  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.  This  migration  was  effected  in  the 
year  1810.  They  resided  in  this  place  until  their 
removal  to  Michigan,  where  the}'  settled  in  Rome, 
Lenawee  County,  and  continued  to  live  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  They  were  widely  known 
throughout  the  county,  and  in  fact  the  entire  set- 
tlement, and    it   is   more    than   likely  that  the  true 
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domcslicit)  .  tho  large-ln  nerous  huspil 

which  marked  their  h are  what   In  ri  to 

our  subject  the  desire,  resolution  and  «ill  to  fashion 

his  home  after  a  - lar  plan. 

III.-  parents  ol  Mrs  Sharer  were  Seliek  and 
Temperance  (Owen)  \\  i  •  i  llei  father  was  horn 
m  (  onnecticul  and  hei  mother  in  Now  ^..ik. 
After  their  marriage  1 1 1<-\  settled  in  Wash  in 
County,  and  afterward  resided  in  Galen,  Wayne 
I  \  ^  liter  a  bapp)  wedded  life  of  many 
years  1 1 1 1-  time  of  parting  thai  comes  t.>  .ill  came  t" 
them.     Sept  29.    I853J    the    father    and    husband 

i  to  his  last   resting  pl  <■  e,  bis    wife  de| 
iug  tins  life  on  the  l  si  of  August,  I  - 


"VI  I ».\M    BOWED      The  pioneer    history   of 
QZ_|     s|    .liiscph  (' it)  "ill  increase  in    inti 

///  il    -i-  years  pass  by  and  the  lapse  grows  longer 
QJ  between   the  early  days   and   the  pn 

A _■  the  intelligent  i  community  il 

miii,  i  ol  pride  thai  th<ir  ancestors  were  enterpris- 
ing and  worthy  citizens,  and   thai  thi  'I  in 

building    u| i  of    the  greatest  countries  on   the 

of  the  earth.     Thus  is  evinced  the  impoi  I 
of  preserving  family  history,  which  ma)  !"•  read  in 
after  years  b)  coming  generations)  no  man  of  fore- 
thought "ill  give  this  matter  a   secondary  pirn 
his  thoughts. 

riic  subject  "f  thi-  sketch  came  t"  Michigan  dur- 
ing n-  I  erritorinJ  days,  and  Bince  thai  time  has  been 
closely  identified  with   the  interests  "f    the  |x 
of    this  section.     He  has  distinguished  I 

oneol  the si  useful  citizens  of  s'.  Josi  ph  <  ount) . 

having  by  his  example  of  industry  alone  fun 

ii  stimulus  to  hi-  com  l  those   »h.>  ca 

after.     I  le    is  the  offspi  mil;  nl  famil)  . 

In-  father,  John   Bower,  ba  • 

Pennsylvanian,  :>  native  >>f  Schuylkill  County.   The 

mother,  Mrs.  Poll)    I 

of  thai  county,  where  the  parents  wi  I  and 

married.     No!  long  afterward  the)    took  up  their 

residence   in  Cayuga  (  ounly,  N    ^        I  I  ■  in 

died  while  a  young  woman,  when   b<  4dam 

was  but  ti\  '•  ]  'ii  -  old. 

\l  i     Bowei    spent    hi-    boyhood    and    youth    in 
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This  lady  was  horn  in  Onondaga  County.  N.  Y.. 
Nov.  3,  1827.  There  were  born  of  this  union  six 
children — Augustus  L.,  Hannah  E.,  James  E., 
Louis  A.,  William  E.  and  Henry  P.  Augustus  is 
a  resident  of  Bronson,  this  State;  Hannah  died 
when  an  infant  of  six  weeks;  .lames  E.  is  aresidentof 
Iron  County,  Mich.;  Louis  A.  died  in  Colon,  Sept. 
27,  185<;  William  E.  is  a  resident  of  Colon  Town- 
ship, and  Henry  P..  of  Leonidas  Township.  Mis. 
Mary  E.  (Pitts)  Bovver  died  at  the  homestead  in 
Colon  Township.  Oct.  25,  1881. 

Adam  Bower  was  again  married,  in  Mendon.  this 
State.  April  10,  1883,  to  Mrs.  Amanda  R.  (Richards) 
Miner,  widow  of  George  Miner,  who  died  in  Porter 
Township,  this  county,  in  187',).  Mrs.  Amanda 
Bower  was  born  in  Onondaga  County.  N.  Y.,  March 
1,  1835.  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Miner  is  the 
mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter.  Mary  P.,  who  is 
now  living  at  home. 

Mi-.  Bower,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  with  his  excellent  wife  is  identified 
with  Colon  Grange,  P.  of  11.  lie  has  never  had  any 
desire  for  the  responsibilities  of  office  although  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  some  of  those  in  his 
township.  A  man  strictly  attentive  to  his  own  con- 
cerns, he  is  one  who  long  ago  established  himself 
in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
and  l)}'  his  straightforward  life  and  unquestioned 
integrity  is  ranked  among  the  leading  men  of  St. 
Joseph  County. 
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IIAINCY  M.  CLEVELAND  represents  real 
estate  to  the  extent  of  281)  acres  on  sections 
v^^<'  7,  lit  and  12,  in  Colon  Township,  most  of 
which  is  in  a.  productive  condition,  and  yields  to 
the  proprietor  a  good  income  for  his  labors  :is  a 
tiller  of  the  soil.  He  is  a  man  possessing  a  great 
deal  of  perseverance  and  resolution — the  legitimate 
inheritance  from  his  substantial  ancestry,  who  were 
people  generally  well-to-do  and  surrounded  by  the 
comforts  of  life.  A  native  of  Erie  County,  Pa.. 
he  was  born  April  12,  1831,  and  when  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan, 
they  locating  in  Nottawa  Town-hip.  this  county. 
The  father.  Stephen  Cleveland,  was  born  in  Otsego 


County,  Town  of  the  Chestnuts.  X.  Y.,  in  the  jear 
1805,  and  married  Miss  Marin  Sullivan,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  They  remained 
residents  there  for  a  time,  then  removed  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  later  to  Ohio,  whence  they  came  to 
.Michigan.  The  mother  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  in  1806,  and  died  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Dec.  3,  1857.  The  father  is  still 
living,  being  now  well  advanced  in  years,  and 
makes  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Jane  Orton, 
near  Three  Rivers,  in  Lockport  Township. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Chauncy  M.  was  the 
fourth.  Of  the  others,  seven  are  living,  and  lo- 
cated mostly  in  Michigan  and  California.  Chauncy 
M.,  like  his  brothers  ami  sisters,  became  familiar 
at  an  early  age  with  the  employments  of  farm  life, 
and  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry.  lie  began 
also  at  an  early  age  to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future, 
and  when  a  youth  of  nineteen  years  left  home  and 
commenced  working  out  by  the  month.  After  three 
years  he  returned  to  the  parental  roof-tree,  and 
thereafter  gave  his  father  a  good  share  of  what  he 
('.•lined,  and  also  contributed  his  labors  for  two 
years. 

Mr.  Cleveland  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring 
of  1814.  and  first  occupied  himself  at  driving  and 
breaking  team,  and  later  in  a  general  farming  busi- 
ness. In  the  meantime  he  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  one  of  its  most  estimable  young  ladies,  Miss 
Saloma  Engle,  to  whom  he  was  married  Nov.  1. 
1855.  This  lady  vvas  born  in  Rochester,  X.  Y.. 
Nov.  16,  1834,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Christina  (Klipferstein)  Engle,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Alsace.  France.  They  were  married  in 
1823,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1827. 
They  were  for  a  time  afterward  residents  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  V..  whence  they  came,  to  Michigan  Territory 
about  1836,  and  settled  in  Colon  Township,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  lived  to  be 
fifty-one  years  old.  his  death  taking  place  Jan.  21, 
1851.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  thirty- 
seven  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  departed 
hence  April  1.  1888.  having  spent  her  last  days 
with  her  daughter  Saloma. 

To   the    parents   of    Mrs.    Cleveland    there   were 
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born   -i\   children,  fou i  "i   whom   lived   to  mature 
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\|  -     md  Mrs.  Cleveland  hi  i  wedded  life 

In"  n-lii|i.  where  iln\  have  since  lived. 

In  1876  the  first  modest  dwi  placed  by 
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<fl        » II  II  \M  I. H. II  miSER.  The  traveler  pass- 

\      /     mi;    through    Leonidaa    Township    cannot 

v  V      fnj|  to  observe  the  farm  of  ilii-  gentleman, 

which  lies  on  section  19.  and  embraces  one  of  the 

Hnesl  Inn1  1 1  of  St.  Joseph  < ' ty. 

The  thoroughly  cultivated  Belds  yield  bountifully 
the  rich  products  of  Southern  Michigan.  The  rosi- 
aud  farm  buildings  are  tasteful  and  substan- 
tial in  architecture,  and  fulfill  .-ill  the  requirements 
of  the  modern  ideas  of  farm  life.  L'he  fields 
neatly  laid  off,  and  the  machinery,  the  livestock, 
in  fact,  everything ahoul  the  premises,  is  credil 
in  the  taste  of  the  proprietor  and  ind  atn- 

1 1 It-  mi 

The  German  element  of  Southern    Michigan 
done  much  in  bringing  it   t"  its  present   enviable 
condition,  and  of  iln*  nationality  ;   of 

sketch  is  h  most   worthy    represi  He 

was  born  in   I-  the  mod- 

est home  of  his  parents  neai  the   town  ol    Inchba, 

the  father  was  engaged  in  farn     g       \ 
i In- 1  inn'  Williarj  i  his  thirteenth  birthday 

family  bad  gathered  together  their  personal  ell 

and  secured   passag >  ■  sailing-vessel  bound    fur 

New  York.     After  a  » ■ 

on  the    water  they  landed   :ii  their  di  -  and 

s i  after  proceed)  I  thio, 

where   the  fathei    secured  a  tract  land  and 


liuilt  t ■  | .  |,  upon  which 

■  -  s|ienl  ! '  iii  "f  i i  - 
I      John    and     • 

the  i  '   our  subji 

i  IhI'Ii en      William  I   ,  with  the  exception  ■  •( 
spent  in  - 

1  >iii,..  until  the  • 

■  ■■I   conl  in sly    in  f.-u  in    inn  suits,     1 1' 

ii  .1   in   tin 

M         \: 

1844.  in  <  ilii...     i  ii  In  i  union  » itli  on 

'■ 
Nornh  and 
living  and  reside  -ii  hoi 

■  the  outbreak  of  I 
enlisted,  in  September,  1861,  in  f 
Ohio  Infantry,  «iiii  which  he  did   brave  and  i 
ful  service  until  the  close  of  the  conflict   in 
III-  first  saw  the  smoke  of  battle 
in   the  li^lii  :it  <  bickan  I  by    the 

rebels,  and  taken  first   I 

Pi  i- f •  i  ille.  and  finally  U 

dread i  -I    -  som  ille.     In  the  I 

•>li I  f'-i 

enduring  its  horrors,  which  need  not  pitu- 

l.-iii-il  here,  as  they 
-mil  familiar  li 

i  .    \| 

l  « itli  :i  number  of  In-  comrnd 
-   i    .  and  llicm  e  to  M 
i.  and  once  n>- 
limn 
flciei 
the  funl  water  he  was  comp 

I  upon  hi: 

I  mi 
words 

which  In  II' 

.   • 

■  ii.  li      :i      ; 

cmpl  nine 

\ 

In 
In'  pun  i  i  I  '2. 

ml- 


r 


T 


JL 


*+• 


242 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


acres  more,  making  200,  to  which  he  1ms  since 
given  his  time  and  attention,  making  many  im- 
provements, and  fulfilling  as  near  as  possible  his 
ideas  of  the  complete  home.  He  is  a  man  prompt 
to  meet  his  obligations,  and  his  straightforward  and 
upright  character  has  secured  him  hosts  of  friends. 


I 


-^£">«^»£> 
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AVID  HAZZARD.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  landmarks  of  a  white  man  in  the 
West  were  made  by  his  ax  upon  the  trees 
as  he  traveled,  often  alone,  through  the 
wilderness.  Later  he  made  himself  known  by  his 
settlement,  usually  in  a  log  cabin,  when  for  miles 
around  him  perhaps  there  would  not  lie  a  man  of 
hi?  kind.  There  is  nothing  more  interesting  in  this 
day  and  age  than  tracing  the  career  of  the  pioneers 
who  are  now  passing  away,  but  the  records  of  whom 
arc  being  more  religiously  preserved  as  time  goes 
on.  and  the  distance  between  the  past  and  the  pres- 
ent seems  to  lengthen.  These  records  in  years  to 
come  will  be  greatly  valued  by  generations  now 
unborn,  and  will  in  part  serve  to  do  away  with  that 
melancholy  feeling  present  with  most  men  when  the 
fear  of  death  is  absorbed  by  the  greater  fear  of  be- 
ing forgotten. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  St.  Joseph  County,  is  a  man  who  has  built 
up  for  himself  an  admirable  record,  one  which  his 
descendants  may  revert  to  with  pride  in  years  to 
come.  Although  but  little  past  his  prime,  he  has 
witnessed  remarkable  changes  within  a  period  of 
thirty  years,  and  has  borne  no  unimportant  part  as 
a  lifelong  resident  of  Southern  Michigan,  assisting 
in  its  growth  and  development.  He  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  April  5,  182s,  and  was  but 
eighteen  months  old  when  his  parents  came  to  this 
county,  taking  up  their  residence  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship in  December,  182'J.  His  father,  William 
Hazzard,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  in  early 
manhood  was  married  to  Miss  Cassandra  Coan.  a 
native  of  Canada.  In  a  few  years  after  their 
marriage  they  emigrated  to  Wayne  County,  this 
State,  during  its  Territorial  days.  Upon  coming  to 
St.  Joseph  County  they  located  on  land  two  miles 
northeast  of  the  present  site  of   Centreville,  where 


the  father  followed  farming  amid  the  difficulties  of 
life  in  a  new  settlement,  and  where  both  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  William  Haz- 
zard departed  this  life  in  September,  1878.  having 
survived  the  wife  and  mother  eight  years,  her  death 
taking  place  in  February,  1870. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom 
David  S.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  at  the  old  homestead  in  Not- 
tawa Township,  where  he  resided  with  his  parent's 
until  after  reaching  his  majority.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  his  father  gave  him  an  undeveloped 
farm  in  Nottawa  Township,  upon  which  he  labored 
one  and  one-half  years,  then  exchanged  it  for  a 
farm  in  Calhoun  County,  which  was  located  in  the 
vicinity  of  Athens,  upon  which  he  sojourned  a 
period  of  seven  years.  Then  selling  out  he  re- 
turned to  Nottawa  Township,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  in  October,  1861,  enlisted  in  Bat- 
tery D,  4th  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  leaving  in  the 
course  of  six  weeks  with  his  regiment  for  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  He  subsequently  took  part  in  many  of  the 
important  battles  of  the  war:  Perry ville.  Hoover's 
Gap,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mount- 
ain, Chattanooga,  and  met  the  enemy  in  various 
other  minor  engagements  and  skirmishes.  He  also 
proved  himself  a  brave  and  efficient  soldier,  endur- 
ing with  his  comrades  hardships  and  privations,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  feeling 
he  had  done  his  entire  duty,  he  accepted  his  honor- 
able discharge  and  returned  home,  having  been 
mustered  out  at  Louisville,  K}r.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  been  married,  April  4,  1850,  to  Miss  Hulda 
A.,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Jane  (Austin)  Wells. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hazzard  emigrated  from  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich., 
in  1840,  living  there  a  period  of  six  years.  Thence 
the}7  came  to  Nottawa  Township,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming,  and  lived  to  be  quite  aged,  his 
death  occurring  May  3,  1880.  The  mother  had 
preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent  land  seventeen 
years,  her  death  taking  place  in  May,  1863. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  there  were  born  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Hazzard  was  the  second. 
Her  native  place  was    Washington  County,  N.   Y., 
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anil  the  date  "i  her  hirth  <  let.  LIS 
little  L'n  I  "i   seven  j  eni -  « hen  her  p  i 

iillection  "t    any  other 

home,     She  r<  il   I te   I 

common-school  educal ,  and  occupies  n  _ I  posi- 
tion among  the  |> ci  wives  and tl  -  >uth- 

I ..  M i .  nn<l  Mrs.  II  izzai  il 
ln-en  horn  Bvo  children,  the  eldest  o(  whom, 
Amanda  A.,  is  the  wife  ol  Byron  l>.  Williamson,  of 
Mecosl  County ;  William  N.  married  Miss  Addle 
!•;.  I  i.i\  is,  in. I  In  es  in  Nebi  nska  ;  Effle  (  is  thi 
nf  John  Martin;  Clam  l>..  Mrs.  Simon  Kly,  lives  in 
Mm gis;  I Invid  !•'..  is  at  home. 

Mi    llazzard  i  Ml  lii-  first    Presidenl  ial 
I '      :e,  and    being    liberal  and    prog                n   his 
Ideas,  is  non  identified  with  the  I  nion  Laboi  parly, 
and  has  ever  been  found  encouraging  those  enter- 
prises calculated  for  the  best  g I   of  it-  | pie- 

\  \    K  .  he  belongs  to  D 

Oaks  Posl  No.  185,  at  Centreville.  He  identified 
bimsell  with  the  Masonic  frateri  ■.  and 

i-  connected   with    Blue    Lodge  ami    Ml     Vernon 

Lodge,  of  Centreville.     Both  be  and  his  est ible 

u  it,    in-    members  •■!"  <  enln  \  ille  G  7(i, 

V.  of  II. 

The  tlazzard  homestead  embraces    120   acres  of 
land,  with  substantial  buildings,  plenty  >>f  fruit  and 

shade  trees,  and  the  various  appurtenai -  of  the 

well-regulated  country  estate.  In  addition  i"  tlii- 
propertj  Mr.  Hazzard.  has  eightj  acres  in  Sherman 
Tow  nsbip. 


■^cOS^' 

K.S    Id  I'.l  I  i    \  B.  I. HUM  K.      I  in-    highly 
\        spected  ladj  .  «  h<  i 

I .,« oship   foi    the    last    I 
\  ears,  came  t"  ilii-  count}    durin 
settlement,  and  has  had  a  pioneer  ex  pi  rhich, 

could  it  be  t'n  1 1  \    related   in  all   its  details,  "  <«xil<l 
maki  sized  \  olume.     I  ■  than 

ordinary   intcll  of   that 

disposition  which  ■  ■  ntial  during  1 1  ■ .  -  . 

times,  she  is  enabled  to  \>»>^   back   upon 
filled  in  with  useful  labor  and  worthy    dei 
onlj  is  she  numbered  among  the  pio 
but  i-  the  daughter  of  the  first  settli 
Township,  Branch  County,  this  Stati    Robert  tt  it- 


« li"   • 

t..  \|  ichi 
in,  n 

I  h<  Idle  put   up 

house  in  tin-  In 
he  w  as  able  to 

seriouslj  ill,  andobligeil  to  lie  ii  «itli 

little  attendam 
ii  bei  him  undi  and 

M  i    Pal  mi  i .  t"  » hich  i 
ordei                nd    him. 
their  childi en  w<  re  left  al in  the  s 

of    theme  otild.      II 

■  m  had  mai  i  ied,  in  <-ii  \\   m 
ilia  I htwson,  also  a  nal 

ttled  in   '  I     unty, 

the}  ii  mo\  ed   to  A 
from  there  in   the 
Mich.      I  ',■   fat  In  i  jecun  i 

land  in  Mattteson  rownship,  win  mill  up  a 

comfortable  home,  and  where  the   mothi 

M  i    w  ond  mni  i 

and  lived  ujkwi  the  farm  until  bi 
then   retired    to  the   \  i 
death  took  plai  •    v 

there  had  been  born   fmir  chili 
and  twod 

\|  i  -    Liddli 
mi, I  was  born 

\.',l   to    Mi   hi  sran,   and   - 

until  her  iM-ii  i  iagc  «  il     i 

curred   at  her  homi      I  447.     S 

I  :i  limit)  "ii  in   tin 

and 
omj  «  hich  wi  i 

Liddle  was  born  in 
\    'i  .   \ 

Liddle, 

■ 

- 
land 

until  II.- 
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had  improved  a  farm  of  4  78  acres,  and  been  a  man 
prominent  in  1 1 is  (-(immunity  and  greatly  respected 
by  his  neighbors.  lie  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  distinguished  himself  as  a 
liberal-minded  and  public-spirited  citizen,  ever 
willing  to  lend  n  helping  hand  to  the  enterprises  of 
the  people  gathered  around  him. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liddle  there  were  born  six 
children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Gil- 
bert, Jr.,  is  carrying  on  farming  in  Colon  Town- 
ship; Julia  E.  became  the  wife  of  George  D.  Liddle, 
and  died  at  her  home  in  Colon  Township,  April 
30,  1**7;  Martha  I),  is  the- wife  of  Erastus  Trubey, 
of  Colon  Township;  Maria.  Mrs.  Frank  Welty, 
lives  in  Hicksville,  Ohio;  Rebecca  married  George 
M.  Sides,  of  Colon,  and  Watson  11.  is  a  resident  of 
Kansas. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  wife  of  her  husband, 
Mr.  Liddle  having  been  first  married  to  Miss  Julia 
E.  Matthews,  who  died  in  ( 'olon  Township  in  1847. 
Of  that  union  there  were  born  three  children,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter,  the  eldest  of  whom.  Henry 
M.,  during  the  late  war  enlisted  in  Company  I>. 
25th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  died  in  the  field  hos- 
pital at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  Feb.  28,  1863.  The 
G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Colon  was  named  in  his  honor. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  great  promise  and  beloved 
among  his  associate-.  The  second  son,  Charles  M., 
is  carrying  on  farming  in  Sherwood  Township,  this 
county.  The  daughter.  Harriet,  became  the  wife 
of  II.  I).  Can-,  and  lives  in  Missouri. 

Charles  Liddle  also  served  in  the  army  during 
the  Rebellion  as  a  member  of  Company  I),  25th 
Michigan  infantry,  from  18G2  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  fortunately  escaping  wounds  and  capture. 
These  boys  had  inherited  their  patriotism  from 
their  father,  who  gave  liberally  of  his  means  in 
aid  of  the  Union  cause,  and  who  was  an  Abolition- 
ist of  a  pronounced  type.  .Many  a  fugitive  found 
protection  under  his  hospitable  roof,  and  to  whom 
he  gave  food  and  money  and  sent  on  their  way  re- 
joicing. In  these  sentiments  lie  possessed  a  cheer- 
ful and  hearty  sympathizer  in  the  person  of  his 
wife  Rebecca,  whose  father  also  cherished  a  hatred 
of  the  peculiar  institution,  and  from  whom  she  had 
imbibed  the  sentiments  of  freedom  and  Union.  Her 
~4« 


brother,  John  Watson,  also  served  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  the  4th  Regiment,  and  yielded  up  his  life 
for  his  country  in  the  hospital  at  Stevenson,  Ala., 
in    1864. 

When  the  25th  Regiment  was  encamped  near 
Kalamazoo,  Mr.  Liddle  visited  the  camp,  and  while 
there  saw  market  men  peddling  apples  to  the  sol- 
diers at  an  exorbitant  price.  His  soul  fired  with  in- 
dignation, and  returning  home  he  got  ready  a  load 
of  apples  as  soon  as  possible,  which  he  conveyed  to 
the  boys  as  a  free  gift,  and  which  it  is  hardly  nec- 
essary to  say  they  received  with  great  enthusiasm. 
Mi-s.  Liddle  sewed  pockets  in  overcoats  for  twelve 
of  the  boys,  and  in  each  pocket  placed  a  Testament. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  during  the  progress  of 
the  war  had  many  correspondents  in  the  army,  and 
did  their  utmost  to  cheer  them  in  their  hours  ot  dis- 
tress and  danger.  Their  home  was  ever  notable  for 
the  kindness  and  hospitality  extended  to  both  friend 
and  si  ranger. 

The  home  of  Mrs.  Liddle  is  pleasantly  situated 
in  Colon  Township,  and  there  is  living  with  her 
her  son  Gilbert.  Mrs.  L.  identified  herself  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  years  has 

been  •  of  its  most  cheerful  and  liberal  supporters. 

The  history  of  Colon  Township  would  by  no  means 
be  complete  without  the  record  of  this  lady,  who 
was  one  of  its  earliest  pioneers,  and  one  of  its  best 
and  most  kind-hearted  women. 


€^" 


fJLLIAM  B.  LANGLEY,  whose  well-culti- 
vated farm  is  situated  on  section  7  of  Not- 
WW  tawa  Township,  was  born  in  Germantown, 
Pa.,  upon  land  that  is  now  included  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  Oth  of  January.  1823.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  W.  and  Margaret  CStigman) 
Langley.  His  father  was  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  his  mother  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
The  family  included  eight  children,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  being  the  eldest.  He  came  with  his 
father  to  this  county  in  1832,  when  but  nine  years 
of  age,  and  remained  with  the  latter  in  Centrevillc 
until  the  year  1847.  He  then  settled  in  Notlawa 
Township  on  section  7. 

The  subject  of  Our  sketch  was  variously  employed 
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until   the.  re va\  with   his  father,  bul   since  thai 

time  In   lias  L'i\  rii  lii-  mi  tent  ion  «  hoi 

He  '-  i  In'  ow  mi  hi  - 1  •■  mid  under  culti  \  o- 

tion  and   in   an  excellent   condition,  well  stocked, 

mill    pro\  ided   « iili   the  \  mi  ious  implenn 

thai  in  propei  ming 

in  modern  daj  -. 

( >ur  Bubjecl   and    M  isa  Julia   \  .  R,  u  i 
celebrated  their  wedding   in  C'cntreville  Jul 
I8-11      Sinci  that  time,  in  Bpite  of  the  cares,  trials 

Mini  difficulties  of  lit"'  thai  have  i to  them,  the 

have  been   fraughl   »itli   much  happim 
them.     They  are  the  parents  •■!   four  children,  \  \/.-. 

Via  V..  now  the  wife  of  I         ■  -  w Iworth, 

ol  \i.iii-  hi  (  ounty,  Kan.;  N'ellie  I...  happily  mar- 
ried   to    Krank    II.    i I  rich,  ni   Grand     Rapids; 

William  P.,  who  is  married  to  Miss  \i  i  \  tuney, 
and  resides  al  Wesl  Superior,  Wis  In  is  i  gradu- 
ate of  the   Michigan    Agricultural  College,  and  i- 

i pal  of  the  scl Is  ol   the  above  place;  and 

M      n  S„  w  In.  was  united   in  n  ■  I  i  .    \l 

A iilim  .  and  resides  in  Norwalk. 

\|p-    Langley    i-  a  daughter  of  William  '■.  and 
in. 1 1  u  oodworth.     I  I<t    fat hei 

born  in  Mm\  Held,  Fulton  (  o.,  Mich the  I  ltd  of 

li,  IT'.'T.     Her    mother  was  bom   in    Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.      '•  ed  in  tlii-  county  in  the 

■~  1  •  i  inn  hi  1844,  making   their   home  *  ille. 

Mrs.  w Iworth  died  nl  the  house  of  our  sub 

in  April,  i  - ',;      She  was   the   ther  ■■!    -i\   chil- 
dren, nl  whom   her  daughter  Julia,  who  was   born 
mi  the  .'iili  of  May  .  1842,  was  the  eldest.   Mr.  I 
ley  is  a  Nol     )   Public,  but  has  never  held  |ioli 
office,     lie  espouses   the  principles  ol    the    Repub- 
lican part} .  and  usually  voti  ket. 


i-\  i;   i^  \  \i    —  1 1 » i  -  i   vnn.  is 

one  nt   the  mosl  influential  citi; 

h  ( 'ounty,  and 
talents  thai   III  ml  only 

I,  bill  mI-' 
cupies  a  high  place  among  i 

and  for  many  \  i-.  in"  in 

many  a  household,  and.  although    In 
acth  •  ■■  four  \  i 

-*• 


business,  j  el  I 

fin  In-  old  pn  li' 

M|.|.ii|llll  -I      i 

July    I.  iMn.'i,  he  took   •  •    tin-  nil 

I pi  mii. I  iilii'iiiii  in  the  'i 
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years.  He  purposed  to  enter  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and  had  been  improving  his  time  in  reading 
medicine  and  teaching  school,  and.  after  availing 
himself  of  the  counsel  and  instruction  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Worall.  a  physician  of  note  and  surgeon 
in  the  army,  he  entered  a  medical  college  when  he 
was  twenty  years  old. 

While  residing  at  Ilarrisburg.  Pa.,  the  Doctor 
»:i-  married.  March  18.  1841,  to  .Miss  Elizabeth 
Strunk,  of  Granville  Township,  Mifflin  Co.,  Pa., 
and  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  that  State.  She 
was  born  March  2*.  1818,  to  George  and  Susan 
(Golden)  Strunk,  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
of  their  twelve  children,  eight  boys  and  four  girls. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
and  early  settlers  of  Mifflin  County,  where  her 
father  carried  on  his  trade  of  miller,  at  which  he 
was  an  expert.  After  the  building  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal  he  acquired  a  great  amount  of  property. 
bought  a  farm  in  Granville  Township,  and  resided 
thereon  a  number  of  years;  afterward  he  removed 
to  lieedsville  of  the  same  county,  bought  a  mill 
property  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 

Dr.  Sides  came  to  Michigan  .lime  20.  1856,  to 
secure  a  location,  and  in  October  of  the  same  year 
he  returned  East  for  his  family ;  he  arrived  at  Colon 
Nov.  29,  1856,  where  lie  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine.  The  beloved  wife  of  our  subject  de- 
parted this  life  June  27.  l<s,s.">.  after  suffering  from 
consumption  some  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  dying 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  She  was  a  great  aid  to 
her  husband,  assisting  him  in  his  practice.  She 
was  a  lady  of  great  intelligence,  a  great  reader  and 
was  well  informed,  and  especially  was  she  a  student 
of  the  Bible.  She  was  a  woman  of  so  beautiful 
and  benign  a  character  that  none,  cither  young  or 
old.  knew  her  but  to  love  her.  and  especially  among 
the  poor,  who  have  been  the  recipients  of  her  bene- 
factions, is  her  memory  held  in  reverence.  She  was 
prominent  in  religious  and  social  circles  in  this 
community,  being  an  active  member  of  the  Pres- 
l>\  terian  Church,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
liers  of  the  Daughters  of  Rebecca,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  in 
which  organization  she  passed  the  chairs  of  the 
several  offices  in  the  lodge.  She  was  a  great  lover 
of  (lowers,  and  in  her  later  years  passed  many 
pleasant  hours  in  her  beautiful  garden;  she  was 
-«• ■ 


connected  with  the  Floral.  Horticultural  and  Art 
Organization.  The  friends  of  such  a  woman  can 
well  echo  the  thoughts  of  the  poet  when  he  says: 

" 'Tis  hard  to  take  this  burden  up, 

When  she  has  laid  it  down; 
She  brightened  all  the  joys  of  life, 

She  softened  every  frown. 
But  oh!  'tis  good  to  think  of  her 

When  we  are  tempted  sore! 
Thanks  be  to  God  that  such  have  been. 

Although  she  is  no  more! 

■■  More  homelike  seems  that  vast  unknown. 

Since  she  lias  entered  there; 
To  follow  her  were  not  so  hard, 

Wherever  she  may  fare; 
She  cannot  lie  where  God  is  not. 

On  any  sea  or  shore; 
Whate'er  betides  Thy  love  abides. 

Our  God,  forevermore." 

The  happy  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  was  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living:  Juniata  E.,  and 
George  Mosheim,  of  whom  a  sketch  will  lie  found 
in  this  volume.  Charles  died  in  Lewistown,  Pa.. 
at  the  age  of  ten  months.  Juniata  E.  became  the 
wife  of  E.  S.  Schermerhorn,  Nov.  16,  186!).  lie  is 
finely  educated,  was  a  student  of  Albion  College, 
and  for  seventeen  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  as  a  postal  clerk,  from  1871  to  1888. 
He  passed  the  besl  examination  of  any  of  the  clerks 
at  that  time,  ami  was  very  efficient  in  the  service. 
Mr.  Schermerhorn  was  a  soldier  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg, 
Va.,  and  taken  prisoner  to  Libby,  and  afterward 
transferred  to  Salisbury,  X.  C,  whence  he  was  ex- 
changed, and  afterward  re-entered  his  regiment.  He 
served  his  time  out  ami  was  honorably  discharged; 
he  still  suffers  from  a  disease  that  he  contracted  in 
prison,  lie  at  one  time  taughl  school.  He  is  in 
good  circumstances,  and  now  devotes  his  time  to 
raising  tine  blooded  stock  in  Colon. 

Dr.  sides  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Democratic  part  v.  and  has  taken  a  very*  active  part 
in  politics,  lie  is  friendly  to  all  church  organiza- 
tions, and  contributes  liberally  to  their  support.  The 
use  that   he  has  made  of  his  means  is  Sufficient  proof 

that  he  has  labored  for  no  selfish  purpose;  he  is 
ever  the  friend  of  the   needy,  and  his  generous  en- 
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hear  the  names  of  Calvin  H.  and  Calista  B.  The 
former  is  engaged  as  a  druggist  at  Wells,  Minn., 
and  is  a  graduate  of  Parsons'  Business  College  at 
Kalamazoo;   the  latter  is  at  home. 

Until  the  year  1886  our  subject  was  more  or  less 
engaged  as  his  father's  chief  helper.  Then  he 
bought  a  nice  farm  of  forty  acres  on  section  "-".), 
where  he  still  resides,  which,  although  not  the  larg- 
est, is  in  point  of  producing  power  equal  to  any  in 
the  county,  if  it  does  not  surpass  them.  Our  sub- 
ject and  wife  occupy  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of 
those  who  know  them  best,  and  are  respected  in  the 
community.  They  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  good  standing.  Mr.  Draper  is  a  member 
of  the  Self  Protection  Association,  of  Burr  Oak,  and 
in  matters  political  the  Republican  party  has  long 
counted   him  as  one  of    its  firm  adherents. 

...  LBERT  II.  PATRIDGE,  an  aged  citizen  of 
Leonidas  Township,  came  to  this  county  in 
1833,  and  during  the  following  summer 
was  employed  as  a  carpenter  on  the  old 
Burr  Oak  Exchange  Building  in  the  town  of  Cen 
treville.  Michigan  was  then  a  Territory,  and  a 
goodly  proportion  of  the  population  were  afflicted 
with  the  old-fashioned  ague,  which  claimed  our  sub- 
ject also  as  one  of  its  victims.  On  account  of  this 
he  returned  as  far  East  as  New  York  State,  where 
he  had  previously  lived. 

A  native  of  Mew  England,  our  subject  was  born 
in  the  little  city  of  Barre,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass., 
Jan.  19,  181  1.  He  has  thus  more  than  spanned  his 
threescore  years  and  ten.  He  continued  a  resident 
of  the  Bay  Stale  until  twenty  years  of  age,  then 
made  his  way  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  capacity  of  tollman  on  the  ferry 
running  between  the  Hub  and  Chelsea.  He  was 
occupied  thus  for  six  months,  then  returned  to  his 
native  town,  which,  however,  he  left  soon  afterward 
for  Ontario  County,  N.  V.  There  he  located  in 
Naples,  and  was  employed  at  cabinet,  work  until 
starting  for  Michigan  in  1832.  After  his  contract 
in  connection  with  the  Exchange  Building  had  ter- 
minated, he  returned  to  Naples,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
had    a  brother   residing,  and  for    three  years  there- 


after was  employed  at  cabinet  work  in  that  locality. 
In  1 833,  having  not  yet  recovered  from  his  Western 
fever,  he  returned  once  more  to  this  county,  with  the 
determination  of  making  it  his  future  home.  He 
soon  secured  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  embrac- 
ing the  present  site  of  the  Grove  school-house  in 
Leonidas  Township,  and  there  lived  about  four 
years,  employed  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  Next 
he  removed  to  Centreville,  was  employed  in  a  cabi- 
net-shop several  months,  then  returned  to  Leonidas, 
and  at  that  place  and  Factoryville  followed  his 
trade  for  several  years.  On  account  of  rheuma- 
tism, however,  he  determined  upon  a  change  of 
occupation,  and  located  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  on 
section  3,  in  Leonidas  Township,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  The  country  at  that  time  was  mostly 
wilderness,  and  Mr.  Patridge,  imbued  with  the  gen- 
uine pioneer  spirit,  began  to  wrestle  with  the  soil 
and  build  up  a  homestead.  He  has  nearly  100 
acres  of  his  land  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
and  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings,  including  a  com- 
fortable residence,  a  good  barn,  and  the  other 
structures  required  for  his  convenience  and  the  suc- 
eessful  prosecution  of  his  calling. 

Mr.  Patridge  was  first  married  in  Leonidas  Town- 
ship, this  county,  to  Miss  Versilda  D.  Pierce,  who 
became  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Lavina, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  William  McCoy,  and  lives 
with  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The  mother  died 
in  1S48.  Our  subject  in  1850  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  with  Mrs.  Cornelia  (Noyes)  Eggleston, 
widow  of  Nathaniel  II.  Eggleston,  who  died  Dec. 
24,  1846,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  B. 
Noyes.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Comiecticut 
and  Vermont  respectively.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  four  children:  Julia 
L,  the  eldest,  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Martha 
.1.  is  the  wife  of  Truman  Percy,  of  Yicksburg,  this 
stale;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Emraett  Thomas,  lives  on  a 
farm  in  Leonidas  Township;  James  A.,  the  second 
born,  was  married  and  located  upon  a  farm,  where 
his  death  took  place  Dec.  5,  1877. 

Our  subject,  politically,  uniformly  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket.  Although  perhaps  not  the  hero 
of  any  astonishing  event,  he  has  pursued  the  peace- 
able career  of  an  honest  and  law-abiding  citizen, 
and  has  thus  added  to  the  morality  and  well-being 
•»» 
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from  any  one,  but  has  himself  unassisted  nun l<-  all 

that  he  owns. 

Mr.  Pulver  was  born  in  Yates  County,  X.  Y., 
Feb.  11.  1827,  being  the  second  child  in  the  fam- 
ily of  eight  born  to  Wandle  and  Ann  (Iliserodt) 
Pulver.  1 1  is  parents  were  of  Duteli  origin,  and 
natives  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  In  1828  they 
removed  with  their  children  to  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  elder  Pulver  became  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming. 

Hiram  Pulver  was  reared  in  Wayne  County. 
N.  V.,  and  there  he  lived  until  his  twenty-second 
year.  His  boyhood  days  were  passed  on  a  farm 
and  in  attending  the  district  school,  where  he  ac- 
quired a  fair  education.  lie  was  married,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1850,  to  Miss  Emily  King,  and  sown  after 
his  marriage  started  by  the  Panama  route  for  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  hoped  to  obtain  a  fortune  for 
himself  and  his  young  wife,  lie  remained  in  the 
"Golden  State"  twenty-one  months,  and  during 
that  time  he  accumulated  about  $2, 000  worth  of 
u'old.  With  this  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Xew  Yoik.  having  resolved  to  devote  himself  to 
farming,  and  he  there  bought  fifty-two  acres  of 
land.  In  February,  l.s.'rj.  alter  a  brief  married  life 
of  just  two  years,  his  wife  departed  this  life,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Wandle,  who  is  now  married,  and 
lives  on  one  of  his  father's  farms. 

In  1853  Mr.  Pulver  resolved  to  dispose  of  his 
property  in  Xew  York,  ami  try  farming  on  the  rich 
alluvial  soil  of  Michigan,  which  had  not  been  worn 
out  by  many  years  of  cultivation.  Carrying  his 
resolution  into  effect,  he  located  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  having  bought  a  farm  in  Fabius  Town- 
ship, lie  lived  here  and  improved  and  tilled  his 
land  assiduously  for  some  \  ears.  In  the  fall  of 
1865  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Cass  County,  where 
he  bought  over  200  acres  of  land  where  Marcellus 
Centre  now  stands,  lie  immediately,  with  charac- 
teristic energy,  employed  himself  in  removing  the 
forest  trees  from  it  and  getting  il  ready  to  culti- 
vate. In  18G9,  however,  he  again  sold  out.  and 
then  came  to  his  present  place  of  residence.  By  a 
judicious  investment  of  his  hard-earned  money  he 
has  great h  increased  his  property,  and  the  extent 
of  his  farms  and  his  landed  estate  now  amounts  to 
355  acres  in  different  parts  of  the  county.      He  has 


erected  good,  .substantial  buildings,  has  his  land 
under  the  best  of  culture,  and  everything  about  his 
estate  that  is  under  his  direct  management  indi- 
cates that  as  a  practical,  methodical  agriculturist 
there  are  but  few.  if  any.  in  this  county  that  can 
surpass  him. 

Mr.  Pulver  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  who 
has  ably  seconded  his  efforts  to  gain  a  competence, 
in  October.  1855.  Her  maiden  name  was  Lucina 
Brody.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been  horn 
two  children:  Louis  Kinney,  who  lives  with  his 
parents,  and  Alma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
live. 

As  a  prompt,  sagacious,  wide-awake  business 
man,  Mr.  Pulver  wields  considerable  influence  in 
this  community,  and  his  fellow-citizens,  realizing 
that  his  counsels  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  would  he  of  inestimable  value,  have  repeat- 
edly urged  him  to  accept  office,  but  although  he 
is  liberal  and  public-spirited  to  a  degree,  yet  he 
utterly  refuses  to  accept  any  civic  position,  except 
that  of  l'athmaster.  and  that  only  because  he  likes 
to  have  good  roads,  and  it  is  especially  due  to  his 
exertions  that  Fabius  can  boast  of  as  fine  highways 
as  are  to  he  found  in  any  township  in  St.  Joseph 
or  surrounding  counties.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Pulver  is  a  ■■straight-out"  Democrat,  and  does 
what  he  can  to  promote  the  policy  of  his  party. 

GV  FORCE  SMALL.     In  the  present  biography 
-,  is  offered  in  compendious   form  the  history 
Jj    of  the    ex-Supervisor   of  Colon    Township, 

and  in  that  connection  very  favorably  known  in  the 
county,  a  man  respected  among  his  fellows,  and 
ha\  ing  an  influence  which  is  carefully  exercised 
among  them.  The  father  of  this  gentleman  "as 
Charles  Small,  who  was  horn  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
England.  His  mother,  who  was  born  and  brought 
up  near  the  home  of  her  husband,  was  prior  to  her 
marriage  Mis*  Louisa  Else.  They  were  married  and 
settled  in  their  native  county,  making  their  home 
there  until  the  year  185."..  Actuated  with  the  desire 
to  know  more  of  the  great  Western  Continent, 
which  at  some  time  or  another  seems  to  seizeevery 
enterprising,  progressive  and  ambitious  spirit,  they 
•». 
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went  with  her  daughter  and  lived  in  Centreville, 
where  her  death  took  place  April  29,  1887. 

To  Thomas  and  Sarah  Engle  there  were  born  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
Watts  A.,  Charles  T.,  Georgie  A..  Eva  C.  and  Rosa. 
Of  these  three  are  living  and  all  residents  of  this 
county.  Charles  T.  was  the  second  son  and  child, 
and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  common  with 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  assisting  as  he  was  able  in 
planting,  sowing  and  reaping,  and  acquiring  a  lim- 
ited education  in  the  pioneer  school.  When  about 
thirty  years  old,  thinking  he  would  like  a  change 
of  occupation  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at 
Centreville,  but  one  year  of  this  satisfied  him  and 
he  returned  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  which  he 
has  since  closely  followed. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  horn  June  20. 
11S47,  anil  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  began 
the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own.  On  the 
30th  of  August,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Mis>  Grace 
M., daughter  of  Dr.  A.  B.  and  Lucy  (Burrell)  Hale, 
of  St.  Joseph  Count}'.  Mrs.  Engle  was  horn  on  the 
I  9th  of  March.  1  851,  in  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and 
remained  under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage, 
receiving  careful  training  from  her  excellent  parents 
and  a  common-school  education.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  IS'ew  York  and  Massachusetts,  and  spent 
their  last  years  in  Kalamazoo  County.  Mich.  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Engle  have  ;io  children.  Mr.  E.  takes  very 
little  interest  in  politics,  but.  when  casting  his  vote 
at  the  general  elections  indicates  his  preference  for 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  bear- 
ing in  a  most  worthy  manner  the  mantle  of  his 
honored  lather,  and  keeping  up  the  estate  in  the 
old-time  thorough  and  profitable  manner. 

a^pSHEODORE  W.  ROYS.  The  subject  of  this 
|/(f~S  biography  occupies  no  unimportant  position 
V^-'     among  t  lie  leading  men  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

those  who  have  contributed  to  its  development,  and 

who  by  their  own  industry  have  set  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation,  and  by  their  intelligence  drawn 
around  them  a  class  of  people  who  arc  a  credit  to 
any  community.  .Mr.  boy-  owns  one  of  the  most 
beautiful    homesteads   in     Nottawa    Township,    the 


farm  being  embellished  with  fine  improvements  in 
the  shape  of  buildings,  and  the  dwelling  with  its 
surroundings  especially  attractive.  The  hand  of 
industry  is  apparent  on  all  sides,  while  the  home  is 
replete  with  those  evidences  of  taste  and  culture 
which  are  so  pleasing  to  the  eye,  and  which  indicate 
the  degree  in  which  civilization  has  crept  westward. 

In  reverting  to  the  life  history  of  art  individual 
it  is  natural  to  glance  back  to  those  from  whom  he 
drew  his  origin.  Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Truman 
and  Eunice  (Whitemore)  Roys,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  where  they  were  reared  and  educated. 
They  were  married  in  New  York,  ami  settled  in 
Onondaga  County,  where  the  father  secured  a  tract 
of  land,  and  engaged  in  fanning  the  balance  of  his 
life.  He  died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Onondaga 
County  in  middle  life,  about  1839.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  a  period  of  thirty-six  years, 
remaining  a  widow,  and  departing  this  life  at  Mar- 
cellus.  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,in  1875.  The  parental 
household  included  two  sons  and  six  daughters, 
five  of  whom  are  living. 

Mi.  Roys  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents,  and 
v. as  born  at  the  homestead  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  not  far  from  the  town  of  Otisco,  May  G,  1  !S29. 
lb  was  a  lad  only  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death,  and  was  then  taken  into  the  home 
of  his  maternal  grandparents,  with  whom  he  lived 
until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years.  About  that  time 
the  death  of  his  grandfather  occurred,  and  after- 
ward Mr.  Roys  worked  out  upon  farms  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  old  home,  and  remained  a  resident 
of  his  native  county  until  coming  to  Michigan  in 
Is.'jI.  He  was  then  a  man  of  twenty-five  years, 
but  still  unmarried,  having  resolved  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  competence  before  taking  upon  himself 
the  responsibilities  of  a  family. 

The  bachelor  days  of  Mr.  Roys,  however,  ended 
Dec.  19,  1855,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
one  of  the  most  estimable  ladies  of  this  county, 
Miss  Alary  Renner,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca 
Rentier,  and  sister  of  Mis.  Charles  King,  a  sketch 
of  whom  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
volume,  together  with  the  parental  history.  Mrs. 
Hoys  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  .S,  1833, 
and  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  when  a 
child.      Of   her  union  with  our  subject   there   have 
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Ezra.  Liicy  J..  Caroline  and  Leonora.  Of  these 
four  are  living.  Ezra  during'  the  Civil  War  enlisted 
in  the  11th  Michigan  Infantry, and  died  in  the  bos- 
pital  at  Bardstown,  Ky.,  while  on  duty  in  Ken- 
tucky; Lucy  is  the  wife  of  Merritt  Lam  1),  of  Grand 
Rapids;  Caroline  married  Alvah  Mettler,  and  died 
in  Nottawa  Township  about  1873;  Leonora  is  the 
wife  of  Calvin  Eberhardt,  of  Colon. 

Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father,  and 
resided  with  him  in  Centreville  until  the  latter  re- 
moved to  his  farm  in  Colon  Township.  After- 
ward he  continued  in  that  town  until  1864.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  married  in  Colon  Village,  Oct,  25, 
1855,  to  Miss  Wealthy,  daughter  of  John  and 
Amanda  (Wilcox)  Belole.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Warren  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  the 
mother  of  Connecticut.  After  marriage  they  set- 
tled in  Clay,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y..  living  there  un- 
til 1835,  when  they  set  their  faces  toward  the 
farther  West,  moving  into  Michigan  Territory  and 
settling  in  Colon  Township.  A  few  years  later  they 
changed  their  residence  to  Nottawa  Township, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
mother  dying  in  1852,  and  the  father,  surviving  a 
period  of  thirteen  years,  passing  away  in  1865.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belote  theie  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, who  lived  to  mature  years.  One  daughter, 
Mary  A.,  died  in  New  York,  about  1838;  Isaac 
died  in  18(34;  Asa,  formerly  a  resident  of  Minnesota, 
died  about  1873;  Milton  died  inBurrOakin  1867; 
Amanda  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Dudly,  of  Burr  Oak; 
Eleanor  married  J.  S.  Klady,  who  is  now  deceased; 
Wealthy,  Mrs.  Warren,  was  next  to  the  youngest; 
her  younger  brother,  James,  is  a  resident  of  Cen- 
treville; he  served  three  years  in  the  late  war.  and 
was  captured  and  imprisoned  at  Belle  Isle  three 
months. 

Mrs.  Warren  was  born  in  the  town  of  Clay, 
Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1832.  She  spent 
her  childhood  and  youth  in  this  county,  and  lived 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  are  three  children — John  A.. 
Adelbert  and  Ella.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  John 
Scholield.  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Warren,  politi- 
cally, is  a  sound  Republican,  hut  has  never  aspired 
to  office,  although  serving  as  School  Inspector  in 
his  district.  When  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  his 
-*— — 


father  gave  him  his  time,  and  he  devoted  the  raoney 
earned  thereafter  to  his  education.  Upon  complet- 
ing his  studies  he  engaged  in  teaching,  and  followed 
this  profession  thirty  seasons  in  succession.  One 
year  he  was  Principal  of  the  school  at  Lima.  Ind. 
Mis.  Warren,  like  her  husband,  was  occupied  as  a 
teacher  about  six  years  prior  to  her  marriage. 

Adelbert  Warren,  who  was  born  in  1858,  is  a 
young  man  of  fine  business  capacities  and  prosper- 
ously engaged  as  a  farmer  in  Logan  County.  The 
family  is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  section  of  country,  and  Mr.  Warren  is  num. 
hei'ed  among  its  most  capable  men. 

AVID  KINO.  The  main  points  in  the 
|  history  of  this  well-to-do  farmer  of  Colon 
Township  are  as  follows:  He  is  the  third 
child  of  David  F.  ami  Jane  (Wetherhagg) 
King,  and  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England.  Jan. 
31 .  1827.  The  comforts  by  which  he  and  his  family 
are  surrounded  are  indicative  of  the  industry  and 
perseverance  which  have  marked  his  career.  In 
the  sketch  of  his  brother.  Charles  King,  another 
well-known  citizen  of  the  township,  will  be  found 
an  extended  sketch  of  the  parents. 

When  a  lad  of  seven  years  David  King  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  his  parents,  and.  young  as  he  was. 
remembers  many  of  the  incidents  of  the  preparation 
and  the  after  voyage  on  the  ocean.  The  family 
landed  in  New  York,  and.  proceeding  directly  west- 
ward, came  to  this  county,  where  they  took  up 
their  permanent  abode.  Here  young  King  received 
his  first  lessons  in  farming,  and  for  a  period  of  five 
or  six  years  he  aided  as  he  could  around  the  home- 
stead, and  pursued  his  lessons  in  the  common  school. 
The  advantages  of  those  days,  however,  were  ex- 
tremely limited,  but  the  boy,  with  more  than  or- 
dinary intelligence,  grew  up  into  a  well-informed 
man.  keeping  his  eyes  open  to  what  was  going  on 
around  him  in  the  world. 

Mr.    King    remained   a    member   of    the  parental 
hold  until  twenty-two   years  of   age.      In  the 
spring  of    1861    he  went    over  into  Branch  County, 
and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land   in  Union  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  settled  and  remained  until  the 
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M r    K  ing  was  flrst  man  ied  in  June,  1861,  to  M  iss 
i  Sterns,  who  was   born  and  reared  in  Union 
I  o«  nsliip     Branch   Co.,   Mich.     Hei    parents 

md  Susanna  Steri  •      Mrs    Ki    |  only  survived 
her  Di  period  of  fonr  years,  her  death  tak- 

ing place  July  i.  1865.     Mr.  King,  in  April, 

■  •■•ii'  I  marriage,  with  M  -  <  iroliue 
(Dale)  Dean,  the  widow  ol  Jacob  Dean,  a  well-to- 
do  farmer  of   Branch   <  '\.     Of  her   flrsl    mar- 

riage  there  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  Henrj   I..  who 
still  remains  with  his  mother.     Mrs.  Caroline    • 
was  born  April  I.  1850.  in  Williams  (  ounty,  Ohio, 
and   is  the  daugbtci    of   Fn  I       ibeth 

i  Barretl )  Dale,  who  were  ns  i 

anil   New    fork  respectively.     Her  parents' family 
included  nine  children, sis  of  whom  are  still  In 
I ..  ..mi  subject  and  lii-  present  wife  there  has 
born  one  child  onlj  ■  J.     Sin 

bright   and    interesting  maiden   of   thirtei 
having  been  born  June  23,  1875.     Mr,  King,  polit- 
ically, is  an  earnest  supportei  ol  Dcmoci  itic  princi- 
ples, but  has  little  to  do  with  public  affairs,  pn 

ve  hia  time  and  attention   to  lii-  farm  and   his 
family. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hasbrouck  there  have  been  born  two 
children,  both  sons,  Harry  S.  anil  Frank  C,  who 
are  at  home. 

Our  subject,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  lias  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  a  number  of  years.  Both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Reform  Church.  For  nearly  ten  years  prior  to 
her  marriage  Mrs.  Hasbrouck  was  a  very  success- 
ful teacher  of  music.  She  is  a  very  pleasant  and 
amiable  lady,  and  is  well  known  all  over  this  part 
of  the  county,  where  she  as  well  as  her  husband  lias 
hosts  of  friends. 

In  the  fall  of  1872  Mr.  Hasbrouck  took  a  trip  to 
Texas,  and  remained  in  the  Lone  Star  State  a  period 
of  eight  months.  In  the  meantime  he  contracted 
to  furnish  the  bridge  and  spile  timber  for  the 
Housatonic  &  Great  Northern  Railway.  The  enter- 
prise proved  successful,  and  the  sojourn  in  the 
Southwest  particularly   pleasant. 
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fife  II.  CHIVKRS,  M.  D.,  is  a  line  represent- 
medical  profession  of  St.  .Io- 
being  one  of  its  leading- 
physicians  and  surgeons.  He  is  pleasantly  located 
in  the  town  of  Colon,  where  he  enjoys  a  large  prac- 
tice. He  is  a  native  of  London,  England,  born  in 
1851,  to  Henry  and  Ann  (Nowel)  Chi  vers,  natives 
of  England.  They  came  to  America  with  their 
family  in  1861,  and  arrived  in  Hudson,  Lenawee 
County,  this  State,  on  the  4th  of  July,  that  year. 
His  father  has  since  then  been  actively  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan, and  is  now  extensively  engaged  in  farming  in 
Hillsdale  County.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
genial,  intelligent  people,  and  are  valued  members 
of  the  community  where  they  reside,  commanding 
the  full  respect  and  esteem  of  all  by  whom  they  are 
known.  They  have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living. 

Dr.  drivers,  of  whom  we  write,  was  the  third 
child  of  these  worthy  people,  and  as  he  was  but  ten 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  them  across  the 
waters  from  the  land  of  his  birth  to  their  new  home 
4* 


in  this  country,  he  has  grown  to  manhood  and 
passed  the  most  important  years  of  his  life  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Lenawee  County,  in  the  town  of  Hudson.  Possess- 
ing a  decided  predilection  for  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, he  early  set  about  obtaining  the  means  to 
pursue  it,  and  we  find  him  when  quite  young  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  for  a  number  of 
terms.  He  subsequently  entered  the  Detroit  Medi- 
cal School,  well  prepared  to  pursue  the  prescribed 
course  of  instruction,  as  he  had  employed  his  leisure 
time  in  studying.  He  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1  S 7 7 ,  having  stood  high  in  his  classes 
throughout  the  course.  lie  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Prattville,  Hillsdale  County, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1881,  w.hen  a 
tine  opening  in  the  town  of  Colon  induced  him  to 
come  here  and  open  an  office,  lie  is  a  man  whose 
clear,  cool  head,  steady  nerve,  and  rich  mental  en- 
dowments, eminently  lit  him  for  the  profession  of  a 
physician,  as  is  attested  by  the  reputation  he  has 
won  for  skill  and  success  in  his  treatment  of  diffi- 
cult cases. 

The  Doctor  was  married  in  Hillsdale  County,  in 
December,  1875,  to  Miss  Lois  Downer,  who  was 
born  in  Hillsdale  County  in  1851.  She  was  the 
sixth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living,  born  to  the  Rev.  S.  B.  and  Abigail  (Pix 
ley  )  Downer,  natives  of  New  York.  They  came  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  date,  her  father  at  that  time  be- 
ing minister  in  charge  of  the  Prattville  Congrega- 
tional, formerly  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  is  well  known  throughout  Lenawee  and  Hillsdale 
Counties;  he  and  his  wife  still  make  their  home 
in  the  latter  county.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chivers  one 
child,  Roy,  has  been  horn.  He  is  now  ten  years 
of  age,  and  is  attending  school.  The  Doctor  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
of  Prattville.  He  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Colon.  The  Doctor  is  independent  in  his  political 
views,  voting  for  whom  he  considers  the  best  men, 
although  he  is  in  full  sympathy  with  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  radical  temper- 
ance man,  and  in  his  own  life  illustrates  the  ad- 
vantages of  possessing  that  virtue.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  State  Medical  Association,  and  be- 
longs to  the  local  Board  of  Health,  and  he  has  done 
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they  removed  to  Seneca.  Ohio,  living  in  that  place 
until  1853.  In  that  year  they  came  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Colon  Township,  which  they  made 
their  home  until  their  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
23d  of  August,  1888.  and  on  the  2d  of  August, 
1876,  respectively.  They  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Pennsylvania,  but  on  coining 
to  St.  Joseph  Comity  united  with  the  Reformed 
Church,  with  which  they  were  connected  at  the 
time  of  their  death. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  fourth  child  of 
eight  burn  to  his  parents,  and  he  too  was  born  in 
the  Pennsylvania  home,  the  date  of  that  interesting 
event  being  the  loth  of  April,  1839.  At  the  time 
of  the  removal  to  Ohio  he  was  four  years  of  age, 
and  was  still  with  his  parents  when  they  came  to 
this  county  in  1853,  continuing  with  them  until 
the  year  1869,  when  he  settled  upon  the  farm  where 
lie  now  lives,  which  is  situated  on  section  24, 
Coliui  Township. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Yeatter  was  received  in 
the  common  schools  of  Colon  and  its  Seminary. 
After  leaving  these  institutions  he  taughtschool  for 
four  years  in  St.  Joseph  and  Branch  Counties,  and 
evidenced  an  ability  to  manage  his  pupils  and  train 
the  developing  intelligence  intrusted  to  his  care, 
that  would  seem  to  have  warranted  a  longer  con- 
tinuance in  the  profession,  but  he  was  otherwise 
inclined,  and  consequently  gave  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  com  [irises  350  acres  of 
well-cultivated,  arable  land,  of  which  he  took  pos- 
session before  any  improvements  had  been  made. 
He  has  erected  good  buildings  and  a  comfortable, 
well-appointed  farm  dwelling,  of  which,  however, 
the  chief  attraction  is  the  cheerful,  bright  and 
amiable  lady-  who.  since  the  22dof  February,  18G6, 
has  been  united  with  him  in  the  closest  of  all  earthly 
relations. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  at 
Colon,  Feb.  22,  1866,  his  wife  being  Miss  Martha 
Benedict,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  R.  and  Cynthia 
(Aldrich)  Benedict.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  her  mother  of  Ohio.  They 
first  settled  in  Morrow  County,  in  the  latter  State, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until 
coming  to  this  county.      In   1849    they  established 


themselves  in  Burr  Oak  Township,  where  Mrs. 
Benedict  died  on  the  9th  of  August,  1804.  Subse- 
quently her  husband  remarried,  and  removed  to  the 
village  of  Burr  Oak,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  14th  of  July,  1882.  Mr. 
Benedict  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  nine  by  the 
first  marriage. 

Mrs.  Yeatter  was  the  third  child  of  her  parents 
in  order  of  birth,  ami  was  born  in  Morrow  County, 
Ohio,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1843.  She  was  carefully 
brought  up.  and  continued  to  live  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage.  To  Mr.  and  Mis.  Yeatter  have 
been  born  three  children,  who  have  received  the 
following  names:  Sidney  E.,  Ettie  O.  and  Ethel  L. 
Both  Sidney  and  Ethel  are  engaged  as  teachers,  and 
are  quite  successful  in  their  work. 

Mrs.  Yeatter  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  and  takes  much  interest  in 
the  various  enterprises  and  organizations  connected 
therewith.  She  is  a  lady  respected  and  esteemed 
in  the  communion  of  which  she  is  a  member,  as  she 
i^  also  by  all  who  know  her.  Our  subject  has  held 
several  offices  in  the  township  in  a  most  commenda- 
tory manner.  In  his  relation  to  matters  political 
he  is  strictly  independent,  and  it  is  his  aim  always 
to  use  his  ballot  for  what  in  his  judgment  are  truly 
the  best  interests  of  the  people,  regardless  of  party 
and  policy,  respecting  simply  principle  and  right. 


HOMAS  CUDDY.  A  community  of  en- 
terprising men  soon  leave  their  mark  upon 
the  section  of  country  wherein  they  settle, 
and  to  them  it  is  indebted  for  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity. In  order  to  effect  this  they  must  be  liberal- 
minded,  progressive  and  unselfish.  Nottawa Town- 
ship has  been  fortunate  in  this  respect,  and  among 
the  men  who  have  aided  in  her  growth  and  pros- 
perity the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  a  leading 
position.  Not  the  least  among  his  labors  have  been 
the  building  of  a  fine  homestead,  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  the  planting  of  trees,  the  building  of  fences, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  the  erection  of  neat  and 
substantial  farm  buildings.  These  include  a  hand- 
some and  commodious  brick  residence,  while  the 
bam  and  other  structures  for  the  storing  of    grain 


-*•- 


S  1      ,l(  >•>!   I'll    l<  'I    N  I  V 


1  ' 


:i  1  ■•  I  the  shelti 
the  |n 

A  In u'-  propot 1 1 i  i li>  ■  M ichi- 

^:mi  mi  o  their  birth  i  md. 

Tlie  childh I   I i    Mr.  (  in  Idj 

ne,  Ireland,  whore  his  liirth  took  place  In  I 

II,-     !  itln-t    «:i>    :i     fttl  1 1 1  ■  •  I      I  I     tin- 

up  v\iih    limited    m\\  bill    with 

Hint 1 1 1 i i- 1 1 1 -  .,i   i, tj  and  habit?  ol  industry,     He 

«:i-  bright   and  ambitious,  ami  when  twenty    ] 
,,f    age   resolved   to  seek  his  fori  lines  on  the  • 

I  lin^'- 

vessi  I   il   Li vi  1 1 1.  In'  landed  Ave  weeks  later  upon 

America il.  in  the  i  rk. 

*i p  Cnddj  soon  made  ln~  way  to  tin    H 

Michigan,  and  having  in  view  the  pursuits  ■  •!  farm 
d,  in  the  month  of  June,  upon  :i  tract  of 
land    i"    Noltawn    Township,   mar  tin    river,      II.- 
lived  i"i   a   time   with  .'in   uncle,   nut    h ■■■. 
formed  matrimonial  or  domi 

with  tli>'  cultivati f  his  land,  remaining  a  bachelor 

for  .'i  period  of  nearly  ten  years  longer,  bill  on  the 
28th  of  April.   1859,  was  united    in  with 

Miss  I     therint    McKinley. 

The  wife  of  our  subject   is  the  daughter  of  Rob- 
ml   Catherine  McKinley,  who  were  nath 

i    settled    in  Sherman  Township,  this 
count]  .  .Ini  in  I  lie  father  fnl- 

lowed   the  peaceful  pui  farm  life,  and  died 

in   1888:      I  In'  mother  departed   i hi-  lift 
1 875.     Mrs.  i  al  In  I      Idy  became  the  m 

nf  tin- ihildren,  and  departed  this  life  at  Hi. 

dence  of  "her  father   in  Sherman    Pownship,  on   the 

Itli  nf  September, 

years,  ha^  ing  been  born  in  i  8  12.     1 1 

was   Amsterdam,  V  Y.     The  children  of  this  union 

were   Catherine    I...  Robert    .'.  and  Samuel. 

latter   died    when    ol t  ■  The 

others  are  li\ 

Mr.    Cuddy,  on  the  28th  "f    S  871, 

contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  M  ■    I 
Culbertaon,  who  was  born  in  Pennsj 
She  was  the  daughter  ..f  James  i  nlbertson, 
the  railv  pioi  ■  this  count 

home  in  \  I  \ 

Tin'  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  hi 
married    March   :;.    I8i 

«» 


i 

i : 
"i  ■  .i  k  :    thl 

and  tin  ' 

..in    In    I  851).   in    I 

i  child  ..I 
I    ..I    two  children.     <  If   hoi 
subject   there    lia>  •■   hi  eu   bi 

and   1 1 is   I 

Mi    i    iddy.  upot 
identified   himself    with 
I 
dcred  that  In-  had    - 

He  1  '  I-"    on  .'i'.   but  . 

dive  In*  - 


i  ilIN  i;i    I  III ■  l;l  i  IRD       I 
M  in  tin'  | 

'i.l  the  sti  uggle  » itli  the  primit 
battling  with  thf  Bret  iliiti' 

!l    III    •'■ 

It  must  h  ed  no  small 

and  | 

Mini     I 

than  «t"iit  muscles  and  a  ho| 

ik   which   they   undi 

WOUld    in'- 

outlaj 

■ 

of    tli 

M 

'■ 

3 
uf     ti 

lion, 

farm  S 

i 


;; 
I 


.►  ur* 


4 


260 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


sold,  and  invested  a  portion  of  his  capital  in  130 
acres  just  east  of  Centreville  in  Nottawa  Township, 
which  he  occupied  and  cultivated  a  period  of  seven 
years.  He  had  now  practically  abandoned  his 
trade  and  given  his  attention  to  the  more  congenial 
pursuits  of  agriculture. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  mentioned  Mr. 
Rutherford  sold  out  again,  and  purchased  200 
acres  on  section  29  in  Nottawa  Township,  which 
comprises  his  present  farm.  The  history  of  those 
first  few  years  is  similiar  to  that  of  his  brother  pio- 
neers, and  during  which  he  labored  early  and  late, 
enduring  many  privations  and  sacrifices  for  the  sake 
of  future  good  to  himself  and  family.  Although 
for  the  most  part  successful  he  has  had  his  adversi- 
ties and  losses,  having  in  April,  1862,  suffered  the 
loss  of  a  fine  residence,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  He  at  once  rebuilt,  and  in  due  time  found 
himself  on  his  feet  again. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  Rutherford  farm  is 
under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  Our  subject  has 
a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock,  an  ample  supply  of 
choice  fruit,  and  all  the  other  necessaries  conducive 
to  his  comfort  and  well-being.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Betsey  Ann  Engle,  in  Nottawa 
Township,  March  4,  1  838.  Mrs.  Betsey  A.  Ruth- 
erford, also  a  native  of  New  York  State,  was  born 
in  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  County,  in  1818.  This 
lady  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  and  died 
at  the  homestead  in  Nottawa  Township  in  Novem- 
ber, 1874.  Their  elder  child,  a  son,  George  W., 
remains  with  his  father  at  home;  he  married  Miss 
Ellen  Ashley,  a  native  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  two  children,  John  A.  and  Zoe  E.  Isabel 
J.  is  the  wife  of   Francis  (iooden.of   Nottawa. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  marriage  in  Jan- 
uary, 1881,  with  Miss  Sarah  (ice,  also  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  born  in  New  York  in  1X12; 
she  died  in  the  year  1888.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  New  York  State,  and  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  R.  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
representing  Nottawa  Township  about  twelve  years 
in  the  County  Hoard  of  Supervisors,  officiating  as 
Justice  of  the  Pence  the  same  length  of  time,  and 
serving  as  Highway  Commissioner  at  different  times 
for  the  last  twenty  years.  In  religious  matters  he 
adheres  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformed   Church. 


The  Rutherford  family  is  of  Scotch  ancestry  as 
far  back  as  the  records  have  been  preserved.  James 
Rutherford,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native 
of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  married  a  maiden  of 
his  own  Province,  Miss  Mary  Hunter.  They  came 
on  a  bridal  tour  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming,  where  all  their  children,  nine  in 
number,  were  born,  and  where  the  parents  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  John  was  the  fifth  in 
oriler  of  birth.  In  the  early  days  the  pioneer  far- 
mers during  harvest  time  fortified  their  harvest 
hands  with  a  generous  supply  of  whisky.  The 
father  of  our  subject  discontinued  this  practice 
when  John  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  and  became 
a  strict  advocate  of  temperance.  He  succeeded  in 
training  his  sons  to  his  way  of  thinking,  especially 
John,  who  is  now  a  pronounced  Prohibitionist,  al- 
though he  still  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republican 
party. 


-^TEPIIEX  M.  SNYDER  is  a  native-born 
^^.  citizen  of  Michigan.  Lockport,  St.  Joseph 
County,  being  his  place  of  birth,  and  May 
is.  L843,  the  date  thereof.  He  is  now 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  his  native  Slate  owning  and  occupying  a 
line  farm  on  section  1.  Fabius  Township.  He  is  a 
representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  his  parents,  Henry  and  Lydia 
(  Moore)  Snyder,  being  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Southern  Michigan.  They  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, his  father  being  born  in  what  is  now 
Snyder  County,  in  1804,  and   his  mother  in  Union 

(   oiinty.  that   State. 

<  > 1 1 1 -    subjeel    obtained   a,    fail'    education    in   the 

common  scl Is,  and  was  reared  to  man's  estate  on 

his  father's  farm,  having  no  recollection  of  being 
out  of  the  county  until  he  entered  the  army.  The 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  found  him  a  strong, 
active,  self-reliant  lad.  capable  of  doing  his  full 
share  of  labor  on  the  home  farm.  He  watched  the 
progress  of  the  war  with  intense  interest,  and  ar- 
dently and  patriotically'  desired  to  go  to  the  assist- 
ance of  his  country.     His  wishes  were  finally  grati- 


f 


u 


J~ 


I'll    (iM    .Nil 


fled,  and   Vu|>    15,  1 862,  '•■  ■■  I  lii- 

it  \ .  In-  was  enrol  li  neinber  ol 

lanl  'J.'tli    \l  I,  In  ■•■in    I  n  fan  1 1  \ .     In  the  i ! 
1 1 1 : 1 1  i. 'I li >iv ed   he  ex perieuced  .-ill    i hi 

ll.-il  .|-lli|i-  nl     War    I'll     mi:iii\      :i     I  it     l.:ill  le- 

iii   in:iii\    n  wearj    march,  and  in   malarious, 
unhealthy    camps,  oftentimes  without    propel 
and  « ii  li  insuftk'ionl   sheltci       1 1,   bore  up  brn 

under  .-ill  these  ili uragemcnts  and 

proved    himself   to   be   .-i   good   soldier,  one 

"I i  his  officers  could   rely.     He  took  pari  in  the 

battli  i.  Etowah    Ui  vi 

i.-i.   Pine    Mountain,    Losl    Mount- 
ain, Culp's   farm,  Kenosaw    Mounts       I  ihoo- 
chee  River,  Decatur,  Atlanta,    Rome  [Gn.),  I  edar 
Blufl  and  Nashville,  and  inmanv  minor  battles 
skirmishi 

M'ii-r  In-  retirement  from  the  arrnj   Mr.  Sn 
farmed  »itli   his  father  until  ili<-  year   1868,  when 

he  went  t"  lown  lo  'li-| f  some  land   which   he 

owned   there,  and  ompleting  lii-    business, 

visited  Kansas  and  ol  tiei  Western  .s  i  lii- 

roturn  home  he  was  married,  Feb,  7.  I860,  to  M  -■ 
>        >    I     Stuck,  daughter  of  Jacob  and    R< 
(Snyder)  Stuck,  of   Indiana,     tier  pareni 
Pennsylvania  origin  and  of  German  i 

ghe  was  likewise  n  native  ol    Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Nn\  dor  <  ."in  •    1*17.     \\  hile   to   Mi 

Mrs.  Snyder   have   been    vouchsafed    tin 

.    I  1 1 ,  •  \     llll\  Q   ill-. i   -lllli'l  -.  -«  I    il  - 

uncomi li  five   bright   and    prom 

children   of   i he    »e>  en    I i    '<•  them   li 

-■  \  in I  to  :ill  i  he  r\  il  i  hat's  in  the  world 
» ill  know  no 

have  !«.'  children    1  i \  i 1 1 u ;   Willis   '  .,  born 

and    Alviu  .i     - 
I   of    the    others 
born    May  I  Sept. 

born  Ko\ .  7.  1877,  died  Mnreh  12. 
II..   born    No\ .  17.  I871>,  died    Vpi 
infant  who  died   unnamed;    Lydia    R.,  born 
25,  1886.  died   Sept.  II  Mr.  S 

on  lii-  present  farm   in  1887.  and   li  much 

ini|in>\ ed  it. 

character,  c bining  iii  mness  «  il  h 

<•  


.-mil  kind 

held    in 
membci  -  ■■!  tin    R< 

office  .'I 

\  1 1     -  Repu 

since  he  was  old  i 

educational  in  n  the 

the  -Hi- 


I  l.l'lll-  \  -l li  »w  I  1CM  \.V    I    ■  I  irro  prop- 

- 
ii   27,    ii 
Tow  nship,  and  f<" 

I  in-  propi 
■    l  lei  i  Hi 
was   born   D  :  w  hen  but    >    I . 

i 
I  to  manhood  and  lived  until  the  fall  "f  I 
lb-  1 1 rt < I  been  married  in  the  mcanliini 

- 

in  the  Empire  S  1 1- 

I  his  in. I' 
ii i.iml  him  -i 

in  1 1 

Miss  > 

of    Ili 

II.  all  i>f    ' 

'  ' 

child 

Mrs     \  S  id   in 


-•* 


* 


■*•- 


262 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


this  county,  in  1856,  two  and  one-half  years  after 
coming  to  the  West. 

Mrs.  Lucinda  (Ellsworth)  Knickerbocker  became 
the  second  wife  of  our  subject  April  21,  1858,  the 
marriage  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Burr  Oak  Township.  This  lady  was  born  in  Man- 
lius,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  2G,  1834.  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Ira  and  Sophia  (Eaton)  Ellsworth,  who  were  natives 
of  Vermont  and  New  York  respectively,  and  who 
passed  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  this  State. 
They  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Showerman  spent  her 
childhood  and  j-outh  in  Mosherville,  this  State,  re- 
ceiving a  common-school  education,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1849  to  James  W.  Knickerbocker,  who  was  a 
clothier  and  teacher  by  occupation. and  died  in  Colon 
Village,  June  15,  1857.  Of  this  marriage  there  were 
born  three  children,  a  son  and  two  (laughters— Edgar. 
Ida  II.  and  Carrie  V.  Edgar  is  a  carpenter  at 
Lansing;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Decker,  of  Big 
Rapids;  Carrie,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Smith,  resides  in 
Grand  Rapids.  Of  the  marriage  with  our  subject 
Mrs.  Showerman  has  four  children,  namely :  Nettie 
S.,  Lottie  M.,  Roy  E.  and  Ralph  W.  Nettie  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Thorns,  of  Greenville,  this  State, 
and  Lottie  married  George  Davis,  of  Nottawa 
Township. 

Mis.  Showerman  is  a  lady  of  fine  capabilities 
and  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  a  lover  of 
books,  and  a  mother  looking  carefully  after  the 
mental  training  of  her  children.  She  has  host-  of 
friends  in  her  community  who  speak  of  her  in  the 
highest  terms.  She  has  for  many  years  carried  on 
the  business  of  dressmaking,  numbering  among  her 
patrons  the  first  ladies  of  the  township. 


-e^ 


ESSE  XERHOOT.  Among  the  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  Fabius  Township  none  are 
mei  ting  with  more  deserved  success  than  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  lie  owns  a  good 
farm  on  section  3.  which  is  under  high  cultivation, 
is  well  stocked,  ami  i>  amply  provided  with  neces- 
sary buildings  and  machinery  for  properly  carry- 
ing on  agriculture. 

Mr.   Xerhoot    was   born    in  Inion   (  ounty,   now 
Snyder  <  ounty,  Fa.,    March  7,    1*24.      His   parents 


were  Michael  and  Catherine  (Long)  Xerhoot,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  of  German  ances- 
try and  the  mother  of  English. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  practical  training  as 
a  farmer  in  his  youthful  days,  and  remained  at 
home  to  assist  hi-  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm 
until  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Knitle.  which  took 
place  July  16,  1844.  She  was  born  Sept.  2,  L824, 
in  Pennsylvania,  her  parents  being  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Zimmerman)  Knitle.  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  Mrs.  Xerhoot  is  an  excellent  housewife,  and 
has  been  a  true  helpmate  to  her  husband,  heartily 
co-operating  with  him  in  his  labors  to  build  up  the 
comfortable  home  in  which  they  are  now  passing 
the  declining  years  of  a  life  well  spent,  in  the  en- 
i.i\  incut  of  the  competence  which  they  gathered  to- 
gether in  their  busy  years,  thoroughly  respected 
and  trusted  by  all  around  them.  Our  subject  ex- 
perienced some  of  the  hardships  and  sufferings  of 
war.  as  he  was  drafted  during  the  late  Rebellion, 
and  faithfully  served  a-  a  soldier  for  nine  months, 
being  a  member  of  the  1  72d  Pennsylvania  Infantry 
and  1  leavj    Artillery. 

In  1864  our  subject  ami  his  family  bade  farewell 
to  their  friends  and  their  old  home  in  Pennsylvania 
and  moved  to  Eric  County.  Ohio.  Mr.  Nerhoot 
was  employed  on  a  farm  there  for  one  year,  when 
hi  again  made  a  move,  and  in  1865  we  fuel  him 
with  his  wife  and  children  in  Sandusky  County,  in 
the  same  State,  where  he  bought  thirty-five  acres  of 
land,  which  he  tilled  with  commendable  industry 
and  good  success  for  twelve  years.  During  that 
time  hi'  was  also  employed  as  a  carpenter.  In  1*77 
lie  wound  up  his  affairs  in  Ohio,  and  crossed  the 
border  into  Michigan,  where  he  bought  eighty  a<  res 
of  land  in  Fabius  Township,  St.  Joseph  County. 
which  is  still  included  in  his  present  farm.  Mr. 
Xerhoot  has  been  prosperous  in  his  farming  vent- 
ures since  coming  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  at 
our  time  owned   land  to    the   amount    of    160    acres; 

he  ha-  since  disposed  of  a  part  of  it  at  a  good  profit 
on  his  original  investment. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  had  eight  children 
seven  of  whom  are  living,  of  whom  the  following 
i-  recorded:  Henry,  horn  Nov.  '-'.  1845,  lives  in 
Kansas,  is  married  and  ha-  several  children;  Cather- 
ine died  in  infancy;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  30.  187)0. 
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a  rich  return  for  all  labor  intelligently  bestowed 
upon  it.  The  farm  buildings  are  complete  in  their 
arrangement  and  appointments  and  are  substan- 
tially built.  The  farmhouse  is  pleasant  for  situal  i<  >n. 
admirable  in  design,  well  adapted  for  the  domestic 
and  social  uses  to  which  it  is  always  being  put.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  residences  in  the  township  as  a 
building,  and  forms  the  environment  of  one  of  the 
happiest  households  in  the  county. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  slate  that  Mr.  King  was 
married  in  Colon  Township.  This  interesting  event 
was  celebrated  on  the  15th  of  February,  1855,  the 
lady  who  took  an  equally  prominent  part  with  our 
subject  at  that  time  being  Miss  Margaret  C.  Ren- 
ner,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Thomas) 
Rentier.  She  Is  a  lady  of  happy  disposition,  cheer- 
ful, intelligent  and  womanly,  just  such  a  one  as  it 
would  be  expected  would  make  home  all  that  could 
be  expressed  or  understood  by  that  all  inclusive 
and  comprehensible  term. 

Mr.  Renner  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
as  was  also  his  wife.  They  married,  and  settled 
first  in  Union  County.  Pa.,  continuing  there  until 
the  fall  of  184.">.  when  they  came  west,  and  settled 
in  Colon  Township  of  this  county.  The  husband 
and  father  died  on  the  HKh  of  June.  1875.  Mrs. 
Renner  still  survives,  and  resides  on  the  old  farm. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz:  Eliza- 
beth, now  the  wife  of  <  George  King,  and  Margaret  < '.. 
the  wife  of  our  subject,  both  of  Colon  Township: 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  Theo  Royce,  of  Nottawa  Town- 
ship; William  1'.:  Wilson;  Lydia,  who  is  married 
to  Mr.  Samuel  Bower;  Daniel;  Esther,  the  wife  of 
Sample  Downing,  and  Henry,  all  residing  in  Colon 
Township;  and  Anna,  who  died  in  infancy.  Wil- 
son and  Lydia  are  twins. 

Mrs.  King  was  born  at  Lewisburg.  Union  Co., 
Pa.,  on  the   2d   of  June.  1833.      The  earlier   years 

of   her  scl I   life   were  spent   in  that  place.      When 

her  parents  came  to  Michigan  she  wasaboul  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  until  her  marriage  continued  to 
make  her  home  with  them.  Since  the  year  1886 
she  has  been  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  enjoy-  the  sinceresl  respect  of  her  fellow-mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  are  both  affiliated  with  the 
Colon  Grange.  P.  of  11.,  and  have  been  connected 

•*• 


with  the  order  for  about  three  years.  Our  subject 
has  several  times  filled  various  offices  of  township 
and  schools,  but  is  not  prominent  in  political  af- 
fairs, lie  is  numbered  with  the  Democratic  party-, 
but  is  one  who  reserves  to  himself  the  right  of  dis- 
cretion in  the  disposal  of  his  ballot,  ami  is  guided 
by  the  principle  more  than  party.  The  household 
to  which  the  reader  is  here  introduced  is  one  of 
the  typical  American  and  Michigan  homes.  Our 
subject  and  wife  present  a  very  high  type  of  char- 
acter, art'  intellectual,  hospitable,  patriotic  and 
loyal.  While  such  homes  are  found  scattered 
through  the  community  of  the  different  States. 
America  has  little  to  fear  of  the  destruction, disap- 
pointment and  disaster  which  the  pessimist  would 
have  u~  believe  was  already  hovering  over  the  land. 
because  there  are  some  wrongs  to  lie  righted  and 
evils  to  be  eradicated  that  have  come  to  us  as  an 
inheritance  from  the  civilizations  of  the  past.  The 
true  home,  with  its  hallowed  influences,  is  at  once 
the  fulcrum  and  lever  to  raise  ami  remove  a  world 
of  evils  and  wrongs.  It  has  been  and  is  still  doing 
this  in  our  Kelo\  ed  land. 


^  YRON  Q.  GOODRICH,  a  gentleman  in  the 
v  prime  of  life  and  a  native  of  Nottawa  Town- 
(T)  )  sn'P'  xv')'ch  still  continues  his  abiding-place, 
^^^  was  born  at  the  modest  homestead  of  his 
parents  in  the  pioneer  days,  Nov.  27,  1840.  He  is 
the  eldest  son  of  Clark  and  Maria  (Richards)  Good- 
rich, natives  of  New  York,  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  1854,  and  the  latter  in  1  855.  He  remained 
under  the  same  roof  until  the  death  of  his  parents, 
then  made  his  way  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  resided 
one  year,  attending  school.  We  next  find  him  in 
the  young  and  growing  town  of  Coldwater,  where 
he  sojourned  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil 
War. 

The  two  and  one-half  years  which  followed  this 
period  formed  a  most  interesting  epoch  in  the  life 
of  our  subject.  On  the  12th  of  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  15.  44th 
Illinois  Infantry,  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
West.  Not  long  afterward  he  was  promoted  to 
Corporal,  and  during  a  service  of  two  and  one-half 
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could  get  a  little  schooling,  and  by  observation  and 
reading  acquired  .1  better  education  than  ninny 
whose  early  advantages  were  much  better.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  lie  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  serving  some  three  years,  and  pos- 
sessing a  natural  aptitude  for  handling  tools,  lie 
gained  a  thorough  mastery  of  his  calling  in  all  its 
details.  Mr.  Smith  by  prudence  and  economy  laid 
by  enough  money  to  warrant  him  in  marrying, 
while  he  was  in  the  very  prime  of  early  manhood, 
and  on  the  17th  of  February,  1853,  .Miss  Mary  E. 
Peck,  daughter  of  ('liver  Peek,  became  his  wife. 
Shortly  alter  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  came  with  his 
bride  to  establish  their  home  in  Michigan,  lie  en- 
tered eighty-four  acres  of  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  county,  and  on  this  place,  where  lie 
still  lives,  In-  and  his  wife  commenced  theirwedded 
life.  The  happiness  thai  they  experienced  together 
was  not  of  long  duration,  for  death  claimed  the 
wife  Nov.  12.  1854,  who  not  two  years  before  had 
been  a  bride.  Of  this  union  one  child  was  born, 
now  Mrs.  .Vnn  E.  Parker,  of  Muskegon  County, 
Mich. 

Mr.  Smith's  next  marriage  took  place  Feb.  1  I. 
1856,  to  Miss  Addie  Johnson,  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  Johnson.  By  this  marriage  there 
are  living  nine  children,  namely:  llenrv.  William. 
Addie,  Pert.  [Jattie,  Myrtle.  Sydney.  Clyde  and 
Eva.  Of  these  William.  Addie  and  Pert,  are  mar- 
ried; two  are  living  in  Fabius  and  one  in  Flower- 
field. 

Mr.  Smith  has  improved  and  cultivated  his  farm, 
erected  substantia]  and  commodious  buildings,  and 
supplied  it  with  good  grades  of  slock,  so  that  as  a. 
whole  there  is  no  better  managed  or  more  valuable 
farm  in  this  neighborhood.  This  brief  record 
shows  that  in  every  department  of  life  he  has  been 
true  to  himself  and  to  those  around  him;  as  a  son. 
he  was  all  that  could  be  desired;  as  a  husband,  he  is 
kind  and  thoughtful;  as  a  father,  devoted  and 
tender:  as  a  citizen,  liberal  and  public  spirited.  He 
has  taken  pari  in  township  affairs  as  a  Road  Com- 
missioner, in  which  position  he  did  good  work,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Hoard  lor  main'  years, 
lb-  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in    educational 

affaire,  and  has  earnestly  striven  to  maintain   g 1 

schools    in     this    community.       He    has    given     hi- 


own  children  liberal  educations,  and  some  of  them 
are  well  qualified  to  teach,  although  they  have  never 
turned  their  attention  to  that  profession.  In  his 
politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  by 
voice  and  vote  stands  loyally  by  his  party. 


^ff  AMES  W.  KING.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  the  township  of  Fabius,  near 
Three  River.-.  Mich..  Aug.  13,  1842,  on  the 
farm  entered  by  his  father.  Benjamin  M. 
King,  from  Government,  in  1836.  The  father  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He 
was  born  in  ( (range  County,  near  Middletown,  X.  Y., 
and  in  his  teens  went  to  Wayne  County  to  learn  the 
trade  of  shoemaker,  and  from  therewith  his  young 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  .Martha  Wetherbee, 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1832.  They  set- 
tled at  Eschol,  a  now  extinct  village,  the  location 
of  which  was  three  miles  south  of  Three  Rivers. 
At  that  time  there  was  hut  one  house  in  the  latter 
place,  that  having  been  built  by  Jacob  Mclntaffer, 
in    1829. 

The  parental  stock  on  both  sides  contributed  their 
full  share  for  American  freedom,  both  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812.  One  of 
the  grandfathers,  Benjamin  Montonye,  after  whom 
the  father  of  .lames  W.  was  named,  was  selected  by 
Washington  to  carry  a  false  dispatch  into  the  Brit- 
ish lilies  a  shorl  time  before  the  glorious  victory  at 
Yorktown.  It  was  through  this  dispatch  that  sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  made  to  believe  that  New  i'ork 
was  to  be  attacked  by  the  combined  forces  of  the 
American  and  French,  the  outcome  of  which  re- 
sulted in  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Lord  (  orn- 
wallis  anil  his  army  in  Virginia.  The  bearer  of  the 
dispatch  suffered  himself   to    lie   captured,  and    was 

placed  on  one  of  the  floating  prisons  al  Jersey  City, 

I    and  kept  thereuntil   peace   brought    the   release  of 
all  American  prisoners. 

.hum-  W.  King  worked  on  his  father's  farm  un- 
til the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  in 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  A. 
I  Ith  Regiment  of  Michigan  Infantry,  and  remained 
in  service  until  the  downfall  of  Hie  Southern  <  on- 
federacy.     That  he  performed  his  services  as  a  sol- 
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reading  to  him,  and  when  she  was  otherwise  en- 
gaged lie  would  spend  his  time  in  tracing  or  "•dum- 
mying" the  beautiful  characters  found  in  the  exer- 
cises of  Graham's  Second    Reader.     It   is  not  too 

much  tn  say  that  every  page  of  that  reader  was 
either  written  or  traced  by  him  until  each  charac- 
ter, or  combination  of  characters,  was  so  thor- 
ough photographed  on  his  mind,  as  it  were,  that 
he  could  reproduce  from  reading  the  phonographic 
characters  of  the  book  from  beginning  to  end. 

Mr.  King  began  actual  shorthand  work  in  1869, 
by  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  department 
encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  Michigan, then 
held  at  Lansing.  Then  came  the  testimony  in  two 
or  three  legislative  investigations,  and  a  speech  by 
the  lion.  Moses  \V.  Field, before  the  Michigan  Leg- 
islature, in  favor  of  the  principle  of  protection  to 
American  industry,  which  was  published  in  the  De- 
troit Post.  A  few  weeks  after  reporting  this  speech 
Stale  Senator  Isaac  M.  Cravath  made  a  speech  in 
the  Senate  in  favor  of  a  hill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  State  Hoard  of  Health.  Tin-  friends  of  the 
measure  engaged  Mr.  King  to  report  the  speech,  a 
transcript  of  which  they  offered  the  Lansing  Statt 
Republican  for  publication.  The  then  managing 
editor,  the  late  YV.  S.  George,  who  had  been  editori- 
ally connected  with  some  of  the  besl  newspapers  in 
the  land,  among  them  the  Springfield  (Mas;..)  /,*<■- 
publican  and  the  Detroit  Tribune,  accepted  the 
manuscript  for  publication,  lie  hail  never  seen  the 
reporter  to  know  him,  but  bis  practical  eye  caught 
at  a  glance  the  beautiful  lonehand.  and  the  collect 
spelling  and  punctuation  of  the  copy  before  him, 
and  his  first  inquiry  was  as  to  w  ho  did  the  work. 
A  few  days  later  he  sought  out  Mr.  King  ami  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  for  some  time  believed 
that  he  could  use  phonography  to  advantage  in  the 
dictation  of  editorial  matter,  and  he  would  be  glad 
to  have  him  come  to  his  house  someevening  in  the 
near  future  and  let  him  make  thi'  trial.  The  ex- 
periment was  made  to  the  satisfacti< f  Mr.  George. 

About  a  week  afterward,  as  Mr.  King  was  passing 
along  the  street  in  front  of  the  Republican  office, 
Mr.  ( i eorge  came  to  I  he  door  and  said:  "  .Mr.  Kimr. 
if  you  will  come  with  me  1  will  give  you  the  city 
editorship  of  the  Republican,  aud  $1,000  the  first 
year."       Mr.  King  frankly  replied:    '■  Mr.  George,   I 


have  had  no  experience  in  newspaper  work,  outside 
of  the  shorthand  reports  that  I  have  made  for  your 
paper  and  the  Detroit  Post.  I  have  scarcely  writ- 
ten a  column  for  publication  in  all  my  life."  The 
editor  replied:  "You  arc  just  the  man  I  want,"  and 
in  three  days  from  that  time  Mr.  King  began  his 
duties  as  city  editor  of  the  Republican.  His  first 
work  was  to  report  a  German- American  meeting;  it 
was  to  celebrate  the  results  of  the  Franco-Prussian 
war.  S.  D.  Bingham,  the  political  editor  of  the 
Republican,  was  the  principal  speaker.  Mr.  Bing- 
ham had  always  been  a  terror  to  shorthand  men  on 
account  of  rapidity  of  utterance,  hut  Mr.  King  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  speech  SO  correctly  that  he 
received  the  warmest  praise  from  the  orator  him- 
self. His  reputation  as  a  speech  reporter  was  at 
once  established,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  occupied 
a  desk  in  the  Republican  office.  For  six  years  he 
was  city  editor,  five  years  assistant  editor,  and,  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  George,  in  L881,  became  chief 
editor.  The  latter  position  he  held  for  four  years. 
During  the  fifteen  years  that  he  was  in  the  editorial 
harness  there  was  scarcely  an  hour  but  what  he 
hurried  matters  by  his  skillful  knowledge  of  short- 
hand. It  was  useful  in  a  thousand  anil  one  differ- 
ent ways.  His  reporting  covered  testimony  in 
legislative  investigations,  political  speeches,  con- 
vention and  institute  proceedings,  and  lectures  of 
all  descriptions  and  characters.  This  work  included 
the  utterances  of  many  of  the  most  noted  men  and 
women  of  the  land.  Among  those  who  have  com- 
plimented him  personally  for  accuracy  in  speech 
reporting,  of  hi.-  own  Slate,  were  Senators  (hand- 
ler. Ferry,  Christiancy  aud  Palmer;  Governors 
Croswell,  Jerome  and  Alger;  Congressman  Horr, 
and  scores  of  others. 

The  newspaper  man  who  is  hustling  for  news 
must  take  his  notes  under  all  conditions  and  cir- 
cumstances. Sometime-  in  the  crowds  with  which 
Mr.  King  had  to  deal  no  preparations  had  been 
made  for  reporters.  As  an  illustration  of  the  emer- 
gency in  which  he  has  been  placed  in  a  reportorial 
point  of  view,  one  instance  will  suffice:  Four  \  ears 
ago  Benjamin  F.  Fuller,  then  the  Greenback  candi- 
date for  Hie  Presidency,  made  a  speech  in  Lansing, 
at  the  intersection  of  Michigan  and  Washington 
avenues.     The  speaker's  stand   was  a  dray    in  the 
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and  accepted  the  appointment  of  official  stem 
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Adjutant  General  "t   the  Department.     In   politics 
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6\  l  \  1  \    l      DOCK     is  a  re|  e  of 

the  i-iti/iii  -• 
public,   which,  since   the   close  of  the 

baa  done   mch  toward  developin  ^niii- 

cent  resou  the  country,  and  i"  pi 

unprecedented  growth  during  the  last  qu 
century.     Our  subject  hns  -i  fine  milil 
which  his  children  and  his  children's  children  may 
point   \\ iili    pride,  -  « on  by  bra 

efficiency  on  some  ofthehai  hi  battle-fields 

of  the  late  Civil  \\  ig   from  the  armj 

the   well-earued   rank  "i    Lieutenant,     II 
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first  who  I". n-  the  nami  lad   who 

kidnapped   am  I  Holland  when  In 

!■•"   j  ■  talk  plainly,  and, 

a  lii.-li  iii  I luti-li   is 
i  tin-  young  Schneider.     From  him  lb 
i  ■•  family  of  Sit 

mm. I  from  tin-in  Snj  ■  •  -. .  P  . 

ild,  and  In-  ther  followed  in  a 

rheii  ry  1  i  ves 

in  the  army  nun-  mi 
.if  our  sub 

I   thus  lei 
early  age,  went  !••  Ih e 
In  in   on   his  Cmi-ih.      I  Ii 

limited,  and  si 
ili.-it  In-  ever  had. 
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denee  in  Bellevue  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Julia  Pieard,  and  to  her  lie  was  united  in  mar- 
riage April  25,  1859.  Mrs.  Duck  is  the  third  child 
in  a  family  (if  eight,  born  to  Raphael  and  Rebecca 
(Mertz)  Pieard,  natives  respectively  of  Germany 
and  Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  in  Snyder  County. 
Pa.,  Dee.  80,  1  835.  The  record  of  her  brother  and 
sisters  is  as  follows:  Elvina  married  Henry  Gem- 
berling,  whose  sketch  is  given  on  another  page  of 
this  work;  Rosa  married  Pilaris  Gembeiling.  and 
lives  in  Snyder  Count}',  l'a. ;  Fannie  married  Pbaris 
Maines,  and  lives  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.; 
Elizabeth  married  Henry  Fisher,  and  lives  in  Elk- 
hart. Ind.;  Sarah  married  James  Rowe,  and  lives 
in  Clyde,  Ohio;  Jane  married  Edward  Borger,  and 
lives  on  section  3,  Fabius  Township;  Morris  lives 
in  Texas. 

August  15,  1862,  is  the  date  of  the  enlistment  of 
our  subject  to  take  part  in  the  war,  he  then  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  1  11th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  for 
three  years  and  nine  months  he  underwent  the 
hardships  and  sufferings  of  a  soldier's  life,  and  so 
faithfully  and  courageously  did  he  discharge  his 
duties  in  camp  and  on  the  field  that  his  services 
were  rewarded  by  promotion  from  time  to  time, 
until  he  received  the  commission  of  Lieutenant. 
He  has  modestly  withheld  all  account  of  his  life  as  a 
soldier,  and  has  scarcely  given  us  any  data  with 
regard  to  it.  We  can  simply  state  that  he  took 
part  in  many  battles,  among  the  worst  of  which 
were  those  fought  at  Richmond  and  Mt.  Sterling, 
Ky.  He  escaped  unscathed  by  a  single  wound, 
although  he  was  in  the  midst  of  much  hard  fight- 
ing. He  was,  however,  disabled  at  one  time  by 
being  thrown  from  a  bank,  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty,  by  an  unruly  team,  lie  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  April  2C>,  18G(>.  After 
his  retirement  from  the  army  Mr.  Dock  came  to 
Michigan,  and  purchasing  forty  acres  of  uncleared 
land,  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
With  the  aid  of  the  ax  and  grubbing  hoe,  and 
with  untiring  perseverance,  he  has  cleared  this  and 
put  it  under  excellent,  tillage.  He  has  since  added 
ten  more  acres,  and  his  farm  now  ranks  among  the 
best  managed  in  the  neighborhood. 

To    Mr.   and    Mrs.   Dock   ten  children  have  been 

born,  of  whom  seven  arc   living:    Webster  L.,  born 

-*• 


Aug.  14,  I860,  is  a  teacher  by  profession,  com- 
mencing that  vocation  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen; 
he  now  lives  in  the  copper  regions  of  Michigan, 
and  holds  the  principalship  of  the  High  School  in 
Calumet.  William  R.  A.,  born  Dec.  4,  1861,  is  a 
farmer  in  Nebraska;  C.  Ellsworth,  born  Jan.  1, 
1863,  is  a  railroad  man;  Charles  F.,  born  Mayo, 
1  .SCll,  lives  in  Clyde,  Ohio;  Raphael  G.,  born  March 
1"),  1868;  J.  James  was  born  June  7,  1871;  Sarah 
Cecilia,  bom  Aug.  14.  1869,  died  Aug.  16,  1870; 
Julia  M.,  born  April  :.',  1873,  died  Sept,  11,  1SH1  ; 
Leona  was  born  July  9,  1875;  and  Lillie  May, 
born  in  1879,  died  September  13  of  the  same  year. 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dock  are  respected  by  all  in  the 
community,  and  their  genial  hospitality  makes  their 
home  attractive  to  their  many  friends.  Mr.  Dock 
has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  but  is  in- 
clined toward  the  Union  Labor  party  in  his  politi- 
cal views.  He  has  served  this  township  as  Drain 
Commissioner,  and  has  been  closely  connected  with 
its  educational  interests,  as  he  has  served  on  the 
School  Board  for  twelve  years.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 


f?OHN  C.  McKERCHEE,  who  is  numbered 
among  the  valued  citizens  of  Nottawa Town- 
ship, and  who  is  a  pioneer  of  this  county,  is 
the  son  of  Malcolm  and  Anna  (Campbell) 
McKereber,  the  father  a  native  of  Schenectady 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  born  in  Scotland. 
The  latter  emigrated  with  her  parents  to  the  United 
States  in  1813,  when  a  child  of  three  years,  and 
settled  with  them  in  York,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y. 
She  remained  in  that  place  a  period  of  thirteen 
years,  then  removed  to  Genesee  County,  where 
she  died  (let.  21,  1827.  In  the  meantime  she  had 
met  and  married  the  father  of  our  subject,  who 
after  her  death  came  to  Michigan,  in  1837,  locating 
in  Moscow  Township,  Hillsdale  County. 

Malcolm  McKercher  found  his  way  into  St.  Jo- 
seph County  in  1854.  and  passed  the  remainder  ol 
his  life  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  dying  July  18, 
1863.  The  parental  family  numbered  five  children, 
of  whom  John  C.  was  second  in  order  of  birth. 
He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  May  14,  1818, 
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in  Vork,  Liv  ingston  i  '<•  .  N    V      [n  I 

spent  Ilia  enrlj  daysi  and   mingled   with  the  • 

,,i  the  gel l-house  wore  those  which  could  !"■ 

entrusted  t"  him  in  i icction  with  the  farm  work, 

until,  almost  unconsciously  to  himself,  In 

i,,  i  ,!,,-  in-  p|  ice  as  .-iii  able  worker  in  any    'I' 

i 

i  >in  subject  ■"■' panied    l>i-   fathi  i  •■    i" 

1 1  lil,-  ( lountj  .  Mich.,  in  1887,  and  it  was  nol 
until  I  6.1 1  that  he  mad  ■  In-  '"l\  enl  into  il 

I  ow  nship,    "i    n  hich    In 
been    ■>■  continuous  resident.     Hi-   beautiful   farm 
numbi  icres,  and  it  i-  i"  be  doubted  if  any 

of  those  of  larger  extent  are  i <■  perfect   in  their 

operat -  nil  worl  I  In-  chief  occupation  <>f 

ihr  proprietor  has  been  t"  bring  il  t"  a  high 
ol  cultivation,  and  ii-  \  wdition  "ill  amply 

fy  that  Iii-  labors  have  nol  been  in  vain. 

Margery   Judson  i-  tin-   nan f  tin'   lady   who 

i'n-t  became  Hi"  wife  of  our  subject,  the  wedding 
taking  place  in  Hillsdale  <  lounty  .  Mich.  This  mar- 
riage was  blessed  liv  the  birth  of  one  child,  ndaugh- 

Vlargcry.  now  Mrs.  Austin  W  .  Stodden,  who 
resident  ■■:  <  entrevillc.     Mi-    Mnrgery    McKercher 
died  in  Moscow,  July  6,  1845,  and  our  subject  was 
again   married,  tlii-    time    to   Mrs     Mai  Mi 

K      her,  widow  of  John    M    i  of   Mos 

Hillsdale  County.  This  latter  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  a  son,  Malcolm,  who  remains  at   home  »itli 

ither,  his  mother,   Mrs    Mai      ret  McK 
ha\  ing  died  in  Nottawa  Township, 

Tin'  third  marriage  ol  Mi.  McKercher  took  i 
in  Centreville,  this  State,  Feb.  25,   1874,  at   which 

\l  i  -    \|  ii  \    l  - ■;■    Brook.  «  idow  of   K<  \ ,  G     \ 
Ten    Bro<  me    his    wife.      !,'■  ■■■  -    ren    B 

nized   the    Baptist    Church    :it    Centrcvilli 
which  Ii"  remained  1 1 1 « -  pastoi  until  lii*  di 
was  beloved  and  n  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mi-     McK.  by    her  former   mai  the 

mother  of  a  daughter,  Lottii    I 
\i       .!,,,  McKercher,  the  son  of  our  subject    by  lii- 
second  marriage,      i'ln-  present  wife  i 
was  born  in  Milford,  0  N     1 

1829, 

Mi    McKcrchei  has  beeu  the  recipient    "f   n 
of  ili"  local  offices  within    ill"  gift   of  tin-   |>cople, 
having  served  for  -  iper- 
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f.M.i;  P.  -ill  PHERDSON,  an   infl  • 
i 
-  been  identified  with  tin-  farmii 
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Mich.,  is  married,  and  lias  two  living  children  ;  Re- 
becea,  horn  .May  13,  1833,  married  Valentine  Bea- 
dle, whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume;  Francis  M.,  born  Nov.  6,  1841,  died  Jan. 
5.  1850;  Jesse  C,  horn  Aug.  26,  1*44,  lives  in 
Broome  County,  N.  V.;  Folly,  horn  April  9,  184G, 
died  in  June.  1870.  unmarried.  Mr.  Shepherdson's 
third  marriage  was  without  issue.  He  was  also  a 
farmer  as  well  as  a  carpenter,  and  in  1846,  after 
settling  up  his  affairs  in  New  York,  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  purchasing  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  town  of  Portage,  immediately 
entered  upon  its  improvement.  He  was  an  indus- 
trious, active  man.  and  was  doing  well  in  his  farm- 
ing when  the  sad  misfortune  of  losing  his  second 
wife  by  death  determined  him  to  break  up  his  home 
here  and  return  to  New  York.  Afterward,  in  com- 
pany with  Ids  third  wife,  he  spent  one  summer  in 
Michigan  with  oursubject.  He  returned  to  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1854.  and  died  in  July, 
is;,:,. 

The  early  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  on  a 
farm,  and  notwithstanding  that  bis  help  was  often 
required  at  home,  he  gained  a  good  common-school 
education   by  diligence  ami  close  application  to  his 

1 ks  when  time  permitted.     He  was  quite  young 

when  his  own  mother,  a  good  anil  true  woman,  de- 
parted this  life.  He  was  nineteen  year*  old  when 
In-  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father,  full  of  youth- 
ful vigor,  well  trained  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
ambition-  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  by  the 
use  of  brain  and  muscle,  thus  placing  himself 
among  the  self-made  men  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
who  have  been  the  making  of  the  county  and  of  the 
townships  in  which  they  have  settled.  His  father 
gave  him  his  time  nine  months  before  he  was  of  age, 
and  he  went  to  work  with  a  will  to  accumulate 
money  enough  to  liny  a  farm  of  his  own.  He  was 
then  §o  in  debt,  but  he  worked  by  the  day  or  month 
until  he  had  not  only  paid  that,  but  had  almost 
enough  to  buy  his  father's  farm  when  his  father  re- 
turned to  New  York,  going  into  debt  only  some 
§300  for  it.  He  says  he  found  that  sum  much 
harder  to  pay  than  the  §1,100  or  $1,200  that  he  had 
to  pay  years  later  for  a  substitute  when  he  was 
drafted  into  the  Union  Army.  His  farm  now  com- 
prises 100  acres  of   land,  all  well  improved,  and  its 


abundant  harvests  bringing  him  in  a  good  annual 
income,  besides  what  he  derives  from  the  sale  of  his 
stock.  He  also  owns  valuable  property  in  Three 
Rivers. 

By  unremitting  labor,  economical  and  shrewd 
management,  Mr.  Shepherdson  was  enabled  to  es- 
tablish a  comfortable  home  by  the  time  he  was 
twenty-five  years  old,  and  to  the  young  lady  whom 
he  invited  to  share  it.  Miss  Helen  M.  Moon,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  March  18,  1853.  Mrs.  Shepherd- 
son  was  born  in  the  western  part  of  New  York,  near 
Honeoye,  Jan.  7.  1836,  being  the  eldest  of  the  six 
children  born  to  William  and  Cordelia  (Crooks) 
Moon,  natives  of  New  York,  and  early  pioneers  of 
Michigan,  coming  to  Kalamazoo  in  1837,  when 
their  daughter  Helen  was  but  a  year  and  a  half  old. 
Mrs.  Shepherdson  lias  now  living  two  sisters  and 
one  brother.  The  latter,  William  S.  Moon,  is  a 
machinist,  and  resides  at  Lake  Linden,  Mich.,  and 
has  three1  children.  Her  sister,  Almina  C.  Ross,  lives 
at  Hancock,  Mich.,  and  has  five  children  living  and 
one  deceased.  Her  other  sister,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hun- 
can,  lives  at  Calumet,  Mich.,  and  has  a  family  of 
four  children  living,  ami  two  deceased.  The  union 
of  our  subject,  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children:  Joseph  W.,  born  March  26, 
1X54;  Lizzie  C,  Oct.  11.  1855;  Aimer  E.,  Sept.  19, 
I  869.  Joseph  married  Bertha  Kent,  and  they  make 
their  home  in  Hart,  Oceana  Co.,  Mich.,  where  he 
is  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  shoe  store:  their  only 
chihl,  Fay,  born  May  24,  1 W83,  is  now  deceased. 
Lizzie  married  Harvey  A.  Wing,  June  13,  1881  ;  he 
is  a  real-estate  agent  in  Duluth,  Minn.  'Jhey  have 
one  child,  William,  born  May  24,  1883.  Aimer  E. 
is  an  artist  of  much  talent,  and  he  is  now  in  busi- 
ness  as  a  photographer. 

Mr.  Shepherdson  exerts  an  influence  for  good  be- 
yond the  boundaries  of  his  own  township,  and  has 
done  much  to  promote  the  improvement  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Michigan,  and  has  conscientiously  and  sat- 
isfactorily discharged  the  duties  entrusted  to  him 
when  holding  public  office.  He  has  been  Road 
Commissioner  for  three  years,  was  Supervisor  one 
year,  and  was  appointed  Special  Dram  Commis- 
sioner for  the  two  counties  of  Cass  and  St.  Joseph  in 
1883.  lie  has  taken  a  warm  and  active  part  in  ad- 
vancing the  religious  and  moral  elevation    of   his 
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:i'l>i|'ii  'I  county,  hnving  I > > 1 1 -_r  ' n  ■  ••!  lin- 
ing memhci  10I   i  bo   Mel  liodist  I1  liurch 

nsliip.  of    which  he  is 
Trustee  nml  Sunday -scl I  Superintendent,  and   li>' 

i  rin  Stew  ard  and  <  lass-  Lender. 


i — *  l)\\  IN  U    nil. I.  ■  is  long  been  cloeelj    Iden- 
|— i       tilied  »  ii  li  i  be  i i 1 1 .- 1 1 1 < - 1 : 1 1  iii  ■  hem 

I     ^    M  iclii  in  enter  pi  bin 

man  ol  <  "Ion.  nml  now  .  for  som  i  oini- 

n.  hi  and   wealth}    banker  "i   tli 
the  senioi   member  of  the  banking   Arm  of   !■'..   Ilill 
a  Sons,  of  the  Kxchnnge  Bank,     lie  was    born    in 
(  hennngo    (  ounty,    V    \  ..  the   fourth  child 
family  of  five  children  of  Klisha and  \i  iolej  i 

Ilill.    natives  ol    Xew    York,     Ili-    mother  •■• 
daughter  of  Col.  (  oole^  .  an  officer  in   tin    w 
1812.     She  died  when  our  subjecl    was  an   infant, 
and   when   he  was  aboul   eighteen   months  old   lii- 
father  married  again.  Miss  Pamelifl  Pope,  :i   nntive 

of  <  h« ■  f i  \   Valley,  V  V.   I oming   Iii-  wife.     She 

was  the  daughter  of  Job  and  Sarah  Pope,  anil  the 
mother  of  Thomas  J.  Ilill.  junior  member  of  the 
bank. 

The  f  a  the:  of  our  subjecl  was  reared  on  n  farm, 

and  after  attaining  manhood  he  became  prominent 

in  the  administral  ii  in  of  i  he  pub  •  'he- 

mtj      \     1*.,   where  Iii-   home   was.     I Ic 

sen  ed  in  \  arious  offlci  Sheriff  >>f 

iunty,  and  Justice  of   the    r 
several  years,  besides  holding  other  ini|Mirtnnt  of- 
fices.    I  ncler  th< ntinued  strain  of  such  an  ai 

life,  Iii-  health  gave  way,  and.  closing  up  his  a 

in  New   ^  ork,  he  run.  i    in    the   hope 

thai  chan  le  and  climate  would  pi 

flcial  to  Iii  in.     He  settled  in  si .  Joseph  County,  in 

the  town  •     S         is,  and  engnged  in   farming  on  :i 

new  place.    He  remained  there  two  years,  his  health 

continuing  to  fail,  and  for  three  years    In 

invalid.     In    1849    he  removed   to  Coldwntei   and 

opened  n  hotel,  «  hich  he  in 

lb'  then  rcroox  ed   to  '  'olon,  win  -I  in 

the   same   business.     Mr.    Ilill  n  an 

isivc  in, -i. miii ile  b 
closing  the  hotel  to  give  his  entin  Unit. 
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supplement  by  :i  course  in  a  scl 1  but 

just  then  an  opportunity  presented  for  htm  U 

in  the  mercantile  busim 
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took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  represented 
the  county  in  the  State  Legislature  at  Detroit  two 
terms.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  that 
city  in  1838,  when  he  receiver!  the  news  of  his 
wife's  death,  and  there  being  no  railways  or  tele- 
graphic communication  in  those  days,  word  was 
sent  to  him  across  the  country  bj  a  messenger,  rid- 
ing one  horse  and  leading  another  for  him  to  re- 
turn on.  Mrs.  Hill's  father  died  in  the  city  of 
Lexington,  Mo.,  in  the  year  1855,  of  cholera, 
he  being  then  sixty-one  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Hill's 
paternal  grandparents  were  Jesseand  Sally  (Aton) 
Bowman.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  William 
Milland;  his  wife's  name  before  marriage  was  Rit- 
tenhouse.  <  >n  both  sides  they  were  native-  and 
lifelong  residents  of  Pennsylvania.  Bishop  How- 
man  was  a  cousin  to  Mrs.  Hill's  father,  and  the 
family  have  been  for  many  years  prominent  Meth- 
odists. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  settled  in 
Colon,  where  they  have  since  lived,  and  their  fine 
brick  residence  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most 
substantial  looking  dwellings  in  the  place.  Their 
otherwise  happy  married  life  has  been  saddened  by 
the  death  of  their  two  sons,  bright  and  promising 
young  men,  the  elder  of  whom  was  a  great  help  to 
his  father  in  his  business.  John  11.  died  first,  be- 
fore reaching  his  majoritj  .  his  death  occurring  Feb. 
28,  1879.  Elisha  B.  died  Nov.  22,  1882,  at  the 
age  of  nearly  nineteen  years,  They  were  dutiful 
and  affectionate  sons,  and  were  well  beloved  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  We  cannot  think,  however, 
that  these  brave,  devoted  young  lives  have  come  to 
naught,  Imt  would  fain  have  those  who  mourn 
their  loss  believe  with  the  poet  that  -'Death  is  but 
a  great  event  in  (lie  life  of  t  he  soul.  It  is  a  change 
and  not  a  dissolution.  It  is  the  gate  to  a  new 
sphere,  in  which  the  mind,  enriched  with  larger 
power-,  -hall  cute]-  upon  broader  fields  of  action 
and  duty,  where  nobler  struggles  -hall  task  the 
strength,  and  more  precious  crowns  award  the  vic- 
tor— where  the  hopes  and  the  dreams  of  earth 
shall  he  turned  to  sight,  and  the  broken  circle-  of 
life  he  rounded  to  the  perfect  orb." 

Mi-.  1  III  I  is  regarded  a-  an  honorable  business  man 
and  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  as  their  expression 
of  confidence  in  him.  his  fellow-citizens  have  often 


elected  him  to  offices  of  trust,  whose  duties  he  has 
discharged  with  a  single  eye  to  the  good  of  the 
public.  He  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
which  has  no  more  sincere  and  active  supporter  in 
all  St.  Joseph  County  than  he.  He  has  often  been 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  State  Conventions  of  his 
party  . 


J.  FIRESTONE,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Colon  Express,  has  a  brilliant  future  be- 
fore him  as  a  journalist  of 'no  mean  ability, 
a-  is  shown  by  the  successful  management  of 
his  paper,  which  is  already  classed  among  the  most 
popular  and  newsiest  newspapers  in  the  county,  and 
it  is  welcomed  in  many  households  far  and  near,  as 
it  ha-  nearly  doubled  its  circulation  since  coming 
into  the  possession  of  our  subject  in  January,  1888. 
TheExpress  is  independent  in  politics,  with  views, 
opinions  and  expressions  that  are  its  own  on  any 
and  all  of  the  topics  that  are  under  general  discus- 
sion to-da\ . 

Mr.  Fire-tone  was  born  in  December.  1858,  in 
Elkhart  County.  Ind..  being  the  second  in  the  fam- 
ily of  seven  children  of  Jonathan  and  Catherine 
(Peffly)  Firestone,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  moved  to 
Indiana  in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement.  His 
father  i-  a  prosperous  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  re- 
sides near  Goshen,  Ind..  where  he  is  actively  en- 
gaged  at  hi-  trade.  lie  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
community  where  he  lives,  as  he  is  a  man  of  well- 
balanced  intellect,  capable  and  shrewd,  discreel  and 
honesl  in  all  of  hi-  dealings,  and  with  his  wife 
occupies  a  high  social  standing.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject.  John  and  Catherine 
Firestone,  were  natives  of  Maryland,  and  his  great- 
grandfather wa-  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.  Hi- 
maternal  grandparents  were  David  and  Mary  Pefflj  . 
and  on  both  sides  his  grandparents  were  early  pio- 
neer- of  ( )hio  ami  Indiana. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Elkhart 
County,  the  place  of  hi-  birth,  and  received  a  lib- 
eral education  in  South  Bend,  Ind.  After  leaving 
school,  he  commenced  to  learn  printing  at  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind..  and  was  thus  engaged  also  at  South 
Bend,  and  then  in  Chicago,  where  he  worked  in  the 
Inter-Ocean  and     Tribune   offices,   and    wa.-   also   at 
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new  and  of  the  latest  improved  styles,  and  anyone 
having  any  dealing  with  Mr.  Laird  will  And  him 
in  all  respects  a  perfectly  honest,  upright  and 
straightforward  gentleman,  lie  lias  never  sought 
or  held  any  office  of  public  trust,  although  lie  has 
been  solicited  to  accept  favors  of  that  kind  from 
his  fellow-citizens,  hut  he  prefers  to  devote  him- 
self to  his  chosen  work. 


REDERICK  CUSTER,  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous agriculturists  of  this  county,  and  owner 
of  160  acres  of  well-tilled  land  in  Colon 
Township,  on  section  21.  is  a  worth}- representative 
of  that  class  of  citizens  that  might  be  designated  by 
the  term  of  German-American.  He  was  born  in 
the  Fatherland  on  the  3d  of  May.  1836,  and  reared 
upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  continuing  to  reside  in 
his  native  land  until  he  came  to  this  country  in 
August,  lsi;:i.  Until  that  time  and  ever  since  he 
had  left  school  he  had  been  engaged  at  farming. 

Landing  at  New  York  City  after  a  long,  tedious 
and  trying  ocean  trip,  he  came  direct  to  this  county, 
and  began  to  work  out  by  the  month.  This  he 
continued  for  about  six  years,  when  he  rented  land 
in  Colon  Township  until  1876,  and  then  purchased 
his  present  farm.  It  includes  160  acres  and  is  thor- 
oughly well  improved,  as  he  has  taken  the  greatest 
possible  pride  in  making  it  the  most  productive  and 
best  improved  in   the  district. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1839,  there  was  born  to 
John  and  Mary  Miller,  at  Mecklenburg,  Germany, 
a  daughter,  who  received  in  her  baptism  the  name 
Sophia.  She  grew  up  in  her  native  country,  was 
there  educated  and  continued  to  live  until  the  year 
1864,  when  she  came  to  America,  and  made  her 
home  at  Colon.  This  lady  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  at  Sturgis,  on  Whit-Sunday  in  I860.  Their 
family  circle  includes  nine  children,  who  bear  the 
following  names:  Charles.  Emma.  Henry.  William, 
Fred,  Minnie.  Mary.  Lydia  and  Lizzie.  Of  these 
eight  are  still  living,  and  one,  Henry,  died  when 
about  two  years  of 

Only  those  who  have  experienced  it  can  under- 
stand the  many  difficulties,  objections  and  trying 
circumstances  that  are  grouped  around  the  wrench- 


ing asunder  of  old  associations,  the  severance  from 
home  and  friends,  and  leaving  home  ami  country  to 
seek  a  possible  bettering  of  opportunity  and  position 
amid  new  surroundings.  Our  subject  is  one,  who, 
while  recognizing  the  full  force  of  these  things  was 
not  afraid,  buoyed  as  he  was  by  hope  and  expect- 
ancy, to  launch  out,  even  though  it  cost  the  pain  of 
parting  with  those  who  had  hitherto  been  known 
and  held  as  dear.  He  has  certainly  not  made  a 
mistake,  though  it  might  be  only  that  he  has  bet- 
tered his  condition  in  giving  to  his  family  the 
bright,  free,  unhampered  life  that  is  afforded  to  the 
citizens  and  children  of  this  Republic. 

Mr.  Custer  has  filled  a  number  of  school  offices 
with  ability.  He  is  not  attached  to  either  political 
party  and  votes  independently,  being  decided  in 
every  case  by  the  ability  and  fitness  of  the  candi- 
date, and  the  needs  of  the  people.  Both  he  and 
Mrs  Custer  are  devout  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  of  which  they  have  been  faithful  adherents 
since  their  continuation. 
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JOSEPH  Ml'MBY.  Whatever  calling  he  may 
pursue  the  average  man  appreciates  courtesy 
on  the  part  of  his  fellows,  and  this  element 
of  character  has  really  much  to  do  not  only 
with  a  man's  standing  in  society,  but  his  success  in 
life.  These  thoughts  were  especially  called  to  mind 
in  the  interview  of  the  biographer  with  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  and  his  estimable  lady.  They  are 
numbered  among  the  most  valued  citizens  of  Men- 
don  Township,  and  have  a  very  pleasant  farm  home- 
stead eligibly  located  on  section  14. 

Mr.  Muniby  was  born  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  May  4,  1833, 
and  there  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  employed 
mostly  at  farming  after  leaving  school.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  resolved  to  seek  his  fortunes  on 
another  continent,  and  in  1853  he  embarked  at 
Liverpool  on  the  sailing-vessel  "Roachambo,"  of  the 
Blackball  Line,  and  after  a  vo)'age  of  six  weeks 
fust  set  foot  upon  American  soil  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  Thence  he  made  his  way  directly  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  first  in  Kalamazoo  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  he  engaged  in  fanning.   After 
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its  present  condition  is  the  result  of   his  industry 
and  good  management. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  periods  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  comprises  the  lime  which  he  spent  as  a 
soldier  of  the  Union  Army.  In  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  1  lth  Michigan  Infantry, 
and  entered  with  true  patriotism  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  in  connection  therewith.  The  great 
change  in  his  mode  of  living,  however,  had  its 
natural  effect  upon  bis  health,  and  eighteen  months 
later  he  was  obliged  to  accept  his  honorable  dis- 
charge on  account  of  disability.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  had  made  a  visit  home,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Centreville,  in  October,  1802,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Sanderson,  an  adopted  daughter  of  Isaac 
Balote,  of  Centreville.  When  the  soldier  lad  re- 
turned home  for  good  they  took  up  their  residence 
in  Centreville. 

Mrs.  Hall  was  born  in  Sherman  Township,  this 
county,  in  1845,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  is  one  child,  a  son,  Isaac  Charlton,  who  was 
born  in  this  county  in  October,  1863.  Mr.  Hall 
in  188.0  invested  a  portion  of  his  capital  in  a  stock 
of  general  merchandise,  and  established  in  business 
at  Colon,  being  thus  occupied  two  or  three  years, 
lie  has  been  a  leading  man  in  his  community  and 
always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  its  welfare.  He 
was  Deputy  Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County  two  years, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  Constable  in  Colon  Town- 
ship a  period  of  twelve  years.  He  uniformly  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket.  Socially,  he  occupies 
the  post  of  Commander  in  Henry  M.  Liddler  Post 
No.  131,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Colon.  Mr.  Hall  is  at  present 
engaged  in  the  livery  business,  keeping  a  good 
supply  of  horses  and  buggies  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  public.  The  barn  is  in  connection  with 
the  St.  Joe  Hotel. 

IN/l  ISS  MARY  ('.  FONDA  is  a  well-known 
and  highly  respected  lady  of  FabiusTown- 
ship,  where  she  was  reared  ami  where  she 
has  passed  st  of  her  life,  although'she  is 

a  native  of  New  York.  She  is  a  lady  of  intelligence 
and  culture,  and  worthily  represents  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  St.  Joseph  County.   Her 


home,  which  she  inherited  from  her  parents,  is 
pleasantly  located  on  section  6,  and  the  kindly, 
courteous  hospitality  of  its  hostess  renders  it  at- 
tractive alike  to  friend  and  stranger. 

Miss  Fonda  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  one  John 
Fonda,  a  representative  of  an  ancient  Holland  fam- 
ily, and  one  of  four  brothers  and  sisters  who  left 
their  native  land  about  1690,  and  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, identified  themselves  with  the  early"  settlers  of 
New  York  State.  He  married  in  this  country,  in 
1694,  Marrietta  Looker,  and  Miss  Fonda  traces  her 
decent  to  him  through  his  son  Dow,  who  married 
Altia Underkirk  in  1727.  Dow's  son  Jacob,  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  married  Deriky  Fisher 
in  1768.  Harmon,  son  of  Jacob,  married  Rachel 
Lansing  in  1797,  and  of  that  union  Lansing  Fonda, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  May  17,  1801, 
probably  near  Cohoes,  N.  Y.  The  Fonda  family 
were  people  of  wealth  and  position  in  New  York, 
and  Lansing  was  thoroughly  educated  in  the  city 
ol  Albany,  N.  Y.  Subsequently  his  father,  a  wealthy 
farmer,  went  security  for  four  merchants,  who 
failed,  and  lie  became  bankrupt.  This  brought  out 
the  true  nobility  of  the  son,  who  did  not  hesitate 
to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  accept  a  life  of 
labor  as  his  lot  instead  of  the  one  of  ease  and  cult- 
ure to  which  he  had  been  reared. 

Mr.  Fonda  married,  in  1832,  Nellie  Ann  Van  Pat- 
ten, daughter  of  Aaron  and  Esther  (Hart)  Van  Pat- 
ten, who  was  born  Feb.  13,  1808.  In  1848  Mr.  Fonda, 
thinking  that  he  could  better  his  condition  and  im- 
prove the  prospects  of  his  children,  determined  to 
leave  the  old  home  in  New  York  and  settle  in 
Michigan.  After  his  arrival  here  he  located  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  on  eighty  acres  of  land  that  he  "had 
entered  from  the  Government,  now  owned  by  his 
daughter  of  whom  we  write,  and  the  house  that  he 
built  at  that  time  is  still  standing  and  is  occupied 
by  Miss  Fonda.  He  had  but  81  with  which  to  be- 
gin his  new  and  strange  life,  but  he  bravely  entered 
upon  his  career  as  a  pioneer,  and  suffered  all  its  at- 
tendant hardships  without  a  murmur,  and  by  years 
of  patient  toil  cleared  a  comfortable  home  from  the 
primeval  forests  of  Michigan,  with  the  able  and 
willing  assistance  of  his  devoted  helpmate  ami  com- 
panion. When  Mr.  Fonda  took  possession  of  his 
land  he  found  a  few  logs  rolled  together,  which 
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three  years,  and  in  whose  prosperity  he  entertained 
the  deepest  interest.  He  was  instrumental  in  the 
advancement  of  every  important  enterprise  in  his 
own  neighborhood  and  vicinity,  and  was  frequently 
intrusted  with  the  settlements  of  valuable  estates, 
those  in  man}'  eases  requiring  the  most  careful 
management  and  having  great  interests  at  stake. 

Mr.  Farrand  served  as  Supervisor  of  Colon  Town- 
ship a  period  of  eleven  years,  from  the  spring  of  1872 
to  the  spring  of  1883.  During  this  time  his  influ- 
ence was  given  to  those  projects  tending  to  the 
moral  and  educational  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity, lie  contributed  liberally  toward  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Seminary  building,  and  the  Air-Line 
Railroad,  and  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
labored  incessantly  in  support  of  the  Union  senti- 
ment, making  it  his  business  to  see  that  the  quota 
of  the  township  was  properly  filled  in  sending  its 
soldiers  into  the  army,  lie  saved  to  the  county  the 
sum  of  &25.000  in  connection  with  railroad  bonds, 
and  at  every  turn  endeavored  to  serve  its  interests 
in  such  a  manner  as  would  reflect  credit  upon  him- 
self  and  the  people  around  him. 

Mi-.  Farrand  was  a  practical  and  scientific  fanner, 
delighting  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  noth- 
ing was  pleasanter  to  his  eye  than  the  green  meadows 
and  fields  of  growing  grain.  Whatever  duty  lie 
undertook  he  considered  it  was  worthy  of  doing 
well,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  whether  labor- 
ing for  the  public  or  in  behalf  of  his  own  interests 
and  those  dear  to  him,  he  preserved  the  same 
equable  temperament  and  unostentatious  fidelity  to 
duty  which  could  not  but  have  an  important  influ- 
ence upon  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
His  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  27,  1887,  after  he 
had  numbered  seventy-five  years,  was  a  loss  to  this 
county  felt  by  all.  both  far  and  near.  He  was 
mourned  by  hosts  of  friends,  including  a  devoted 
wife,  a  number  of  children  .and  grandchildren,  and 
many  relatives. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  -ketch  was  Joseph 
Farrand,  the  sou  of  Fhineas  Farrand,  who  was  born 
in  Moiii>  County.  N.  .1.,  and  married  Miss  Jolia 
Compson,  a  native  of  the  same  State.  The  grand- 
nts  of  our  subject  firsl  settled  in  Cayuga  County, 
X.  Y.,  and  thence  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  set- 
tling in   Colon   Township,    this   county,   on   section 


1C,  where  they  continued  to  live  during  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  The  grandmother  died  Jan. 
8,  184.").  Her  husband,  surviving  her  a  period  of 
ten  years,  passed  away  Dec.  4,  l.s.">-i. 

Joseph  and  Jolia  Farrand  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years,  namely:  Charles  C,  Ebenezer,  Junius  H., 
Electa  M.,  Henry  K.,  Catherine  A.,  Abigail  E.  and 
Phineas.  The  latter  accompanied  his  father  to  this 
State,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  resident 
of  Colon  Township,  a  period  of  fifty-one  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  given  his  whole  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits.  Further  details 
in  regard  to  his  life  will  be  found  in  his  biography, 
given  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Henry  K.  Farrand  was  the  fifth  child  of  his  par- 
ents, and  a  native  of  the  same  town  as  his  father, 
Mentz,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took 
place  June  19,  1812.  lie  came  to  this  county 
in  1830,  and  located  upon  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Colon  Township.  He  did  not,  however,  settle  here 
at  that  time,  but  returned  to  his  native  State,  and 
upon  coming  back  to  Michigan,  in  1837,  took  up 
his  resilience  on  section  16,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death.  He  was  greatly  prospered 
iu  his  labors  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  investing  his 
capital  in  additional  land,  and  in  due  time  owned 
the  largest  extent  of  any  man  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Farrand  erected  the  residence  now  occupied 
by  his  widow  in  1852—53.  It  is  a  commodious  and 
substantial  structure,  one  that  will  stand  for  years 
to  come.  Adjacent  to  this  he  put  up  good  barns 
ami  out-buildings,  and  gathered  together  the  ma- 
chinery requisite  for  prosecuting  agriculture  after 
the  most  modern  methods.  His  industry  and  enter- 
prise were  proverbial,  and  he  passed  few  idle  hours. 
In  addition  to  looking  after  his  own  extensive  in- 
terests, he  kept  steadily  in  view  the  matters  calcu- 
lated to  advance  St.  Joseph  County,  socially,  morally 
and  financially, 

Mr.  Farrand  received  only  a  district  school  edu- 
cation, and  at  an  early  age  was  taught  those  habits 
of  industry  and  economy  which  proved  the  secret 
of  his  later  success.  His  first  business  venture  was 
the  renting  of  a  tract  of  land  near  his  father's  home- 
stead, in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1836,  the  farm  which  he  had  rented    for  a   term   of 
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entire  lives  in  the  Keystone  State,  dying  in  Snyder 
County.  Of  these  children  our  subject  was  the 
third,  and  live  are  still  living. 

Mr.  Hartman  was  married  in  Sandusky.  Ohio, 
Sept.  12,  1863,  to  Miss  Leah  Kline,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Catharine  Kline,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  in  February,  1884.  Mrs.  Hartman  was  born 
in  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  9,  1843,  and  lived  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage,  receiving  her  edu- 
cation in  the  common  school.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  six  children: 
HattieW.;  Khhira.  who  died  in  childhood;  [da  M. 
Franklin  Henry  W.  and  Mabel  E.  Hattie  is  the  wife 
of  James  Weidnt,  and  resides  in  Nottawa  Township. 
Mabel  E.  acquired  a  good  education  and  taught 
school  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  Hartman.  politi- 
cally, affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  His 
little  farm  of  eighty-three  acres  is  provided  with 
fair  buildings  and  is  increasing  in  value  yearly. 
He  keeps  good  grades  of  live  Stock,  and  carries  on 
agriculture  in  that  thorough  style  which  is  charac- 
teristic of  the  l'eniisyl  vanian. 


ffiOHN  HENRY  WORTHINGTON,  Supervisor 

of  Mendon  "Township/ was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence County.  N.  V.,  March  10,  1837,  being 
'(£»/■'  the  fourth  of  twelve  children,  the  offspring 
of  William  and  Mar}'  (Smith)  Worthington,  who 
were  natives  of  Hull,  England.  They  were  reared 
and  married  in  their  native  city,  where  they  lived 
until  183(5,  then  emigrating  to  America,  settled  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  >.'.  Y.,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  and  where  they  lived  a  period 
of  six  years.  Then  coming  to  Michigan  in  1842 
they  settled  first  in  Brady  Township.  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  the  father  carried  on  agriculture, 
and  where  the  mother  died  in  1858.  William 
Worthington  is  still  living,  making  his  home  with 
his  son  Thomas  W.  in  BradyJTownship,  being  now 
advanced  in  years. 

Our  subject  was  a  little  lad  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents,  and  he 
remained  under  the  home  roof  until  thirteen  years 
of  age.  He  then  commenced  working  out  for  the 
farmers  in  his  neighborhood,  being  thus  continually 


employed  until  reaching  his  majority  and  turning 
over  his  wages  to  his  father.  After  becoming  of 
age  young  Worthington  started  out  for  himself, 
single  handed  and  alone,  and  in  order  to  better 
fortify  himself  for  the  struggle  before  him  he  joined 
hands  with  one  of  the  most  estimable  ladies  of  his 
acquaintance,  Miss  Sarah  Bourn,  their  marriage 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Mendon, 
June  30,  1858.  Their  wedded  life  began  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  means  and  position  at  a  modest 
dwelling  in  Mendon,  and  Mi'.  Worthington  occupied 
himself  as  before  in  farming  until  making  his  first 
purchase  of  land  in  1862.  Upon  this  he  labored 
industriously  early  and  late  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  the  placing  of  fences  and  the  election  of 
buildings,  until  his  homestead  bore  fair  comparison 
with  those  of  the  enterprising  men  around  him.  He 
has  now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  his  township, 
comprising  eighty  acres  of  carefully  cultivated  land, 
which,  with  its  surroundings,  although  making  no 
pretension  to  magnificence,  is  entirely  comfortable 
and  affords  a  most  pleasant  country  home. 

Mrs.  Worthington  is  the  daughter  of  Ezra  and 
Lois  (Ilicks)  Bourn,  who  were  natives  of  Onondaga, 
and  who  removed  from  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
in  the  spring  of  1841  to  Southern  Michigan, settling 
in  Mendon  Township,  this  county,  of  which  they 
remained  residents  the  balance  of  their  lives.  The 
father  departed  this  life  Aug.  5,  1863,  and  the 
mother  July  4,1867.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  one  of  whom  is  living.  Of  these 
Alls.  W.  was  the  youngest,  and  was  born  in  Onon- 
daga County.  N.  1.,  Dec.  11,  1837.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  eight  chil- 
dren. The  eldest  son,  Oelmer  L.,  married  Mi.-s 
Nettie  Keefer,  and  resides  in  Mendon;  Ida  L.  is  the 
wife  of  Chester  Stevens,  of  Fillmore  County,  Neb.; 
Clara  1'...  Mis.  Edward  Troy,  lives  at  Mendon  ;  Lot- 
tic  I-...  William  II.,  Charles  C,  <  Irace  M.  and  ( teorge 
I.  are  at.  home  with  their   parents. 

Mr.  Worthington  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
township  affairs,  serving  as  Constable  three  terms, 
Highway  Commissioner  nine  years,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  four  years,  and  has  represented  Mendon 
Township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  also 
four  years.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  promi- 
nently   connected    with    the    Methodist    Episcopal 
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Blue  Lodge  No.  137,  A.  1     k  A.  M     il  Mi 
politically,  uniformly  voles  llio  Ropublli 
il     Is  numbered  among  the  public  spirited  ■  I 
who  have  effected    the   development    ol    Mendon 
Township,  and  givon  t"  it  its  reputation  as  a  com- 

in n M 1 1  \    of  ■■  than  ordinary   inti  1 1  - 

amiable  wife  and    interesting  children  com  pi 
faniihj  of  which  »nj  man  maj  well  be  proud, 
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Jw    \  Ml  S  si  \|  l»S(  i\.      I  in     gentleman   whose 
name  standi  :>i  the  head  "i   ilii-   biography 
i   man  ol  lion  ordinnrj    abil 

/     skillful   as   mii   agriculturist,   thorough   and 
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i>  held  in  the  highi  n  bj  the  |>eople  of  his 
oom niiy.  A  man  seldom  idle  when  nol  em- 
ployed about  Ills  owi iin-  he  L'i  ves  though)  t<> 

thn  welfare  of  the] pie  around  him, and  his  Ui 
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neighborh I    he  has  sen  ed    ns  (  i  mimi 

n m\  -  and  Scl I  Mi »!■  mber 
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people. 
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in  the  \  oungest .  •  >t  the  others  i  li 

Mr.    Simpsoi 
about     -  I  makini  k  up 

his  abode    in  Ji  nship,  t 

which  he  has  since  been  a  resident  - 
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upon  a  farm,  thru  i  i    land  oi 
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also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  ami  married  Miss 
Rosetta  Moore,  who  was  also  borr>  and  reared  in  the 
same  vicinity.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  the  parents  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  Cayuga  County,  dying  at  Mentz,  in  1841  and 
1852  respectively.  The  household  circle  was  com- 
pleted by  the  birth  of  nine  children.  James  II.  was 
the  fifth  child,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  at 
his  father's  farm,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof 
until  a  young  man  twenty-three  years  old. 

In  the  spring  of  1837.  soon  after  Michigan  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  Mr.  Rar- 
deen  made  his  wa}'  to  Calhoun  County,  but  only 
sojourned  in  that  vicinity  about  three  months,  com- 
ing then  to  this  county,  and  for  a  period  of  three 
years  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer.  In  the  year 
1840  he  returned  to  his  native  Slate,  but.  in  the 
spring  following  came  back  West  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  Mendon  Township  until  1S52.  At  this 
time,  on  account  of  impaired  health,  he  detei  mined 
to  seek  the  Pacific  Slope,  and  started  overland  aci'OSS 
the  plains,  reaching  California  after  a  journey  of 
four  months  and  one  day.  lie  entered  the  mines  of 
Nevada  County,  and  was  also  employed  on  a  ranch 
during  his  sojourn  of  three  years  in  that  region. 
Then  returning  to  this  county  lie  look  up  his  resi- 
denee  in  Mendon  Township,  but  about  1859  turned 
his  steps  once  more  toward  the  setting  sun,  and  was 
absent  a  period  of  five  years  in  California,  engaged 
in  mining. 

Mr.  Rardeen  returning  once  more  to  Mendon 
Township,  in  the  year  1864  located  on  the  land 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  and  where  he  lias 
since  lived.  This  is  eighty  acres  in  extent,  and 
upon  it  he  has  erected  good  buildings  and  effected 
the  other  improvements  necessary  to  the  comfort 
and  satisfaction  of  the  progressive  farmer.  There 
has  been  journeying  with  him  a  period  of  over 
forty-live  years  one  of  the  most  estimable  of  ladies, 
who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Laura  A.  Wethy,  to 
whom  he  was  married  April  30,  1843,  in  Burlington, 

this  Stale. 

Mrs.  Rardeen  was  born  in  the  town  of  Galen, 
Wayne  Co..  X.  V..  Feb.  Ill,  182  Land  i:,  the  adopted 
daughter  of  Ancil  I.  ami  Loretta  Wethy.  who  spent 
their  last  years  in  Burlington.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  five  children,  of  whom  the  record  is 


as  follows:  Betsey  A.  is  the  wife  of  Rinaldo  Matti- 
son,  of  Mendon;  George  W.  died  when  a  little  lad 
four  years  of  age;  John  F.  is  farming  in  Mendon 
Township;  Laura  E.  is  the  wife  of  LaFayetle  Ul- 
rich,  of  Mendon;  James  A.  died  in  infant'}'. 

Mr.  Rardeen,  during  his  early  manhood,  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Whig  party,  but  upon  its  aban- 
donment by  the  organization  of  the  Republicans,  in 
1856,  he  cordially  endorsed  the  principles  of  the 
latter  and  has  since  been  one  of  its  most  earnest 
adherents.  Mrs.  Rardeen  united  with  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church  when  a  young  girl  fifteen  years  old. 

j\y\   RS.  CATHERINE   A.  HAMILTON  occu- 
pies  a  g 1    homestead    on    section  3   of 

Mendon  Township,  which  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated and  embraces  230  acres  of  good 
land,  with  all  the  necessary  buildings.  This  prop- 
erty was  left  her  by  her  late  husband,  John  A.  Hamil- 
ton, who  departed  this  life  July  27,  1885.  He  was 
a  native  of  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to 
the  West  about  1837.  Of  this  union  there  were 
born  five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son, 
Thomas,  is  a.  resilient  of  Kalamazoo  County.  Eliza- 
beth died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  the  third 
child,  an  infant,  died  unnamed;  Lima  is  the  widow 
of  Jacob  Weinburg,  of  Kalamazoo  County  ;  John 
V.  is  a  resident  of  Mendon  Township. 

Mrs.  Hamilton  was  born  in  Monmouth,  N.  J., 
Nov.  8,  1815,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  six 
children,  the  offspring  of  William  and  Adeline  (Van 
Doren)  Voorhees,  both  also  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
and  the  father  born  in  Monmouth.  They  remained 
residents  of  their  native  State  for  a  time  after  their 
marriage,  then  removed  to  Lysander,  Onondaga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  occupied  at  farm- 
ing, and  where  bis  death  took  place  Oct.  11,  1830. 
The  mother,  about  1840,  came  to  Michigan,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Mendon  about  1852. 

Mi>s  Voorhees  came  to  Ann  Arbor,  this  State,  in 
the  year  1837,  where  she  lived  three  years  witli 
a  friend,  and  was  first  married.  March  23,  1840,  to 
John  C.  F.  Merritt.  Mr.  M.  was  a  native  of  West- 
chester County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  the  West  early 
♦*- 
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in  life,     M  i .  :nil    Mi      M  ■  ■  ■  •  ■   i  h  \  .  -. .  m  i  .  i   follow, 
thcii  marringe  came  to  this  count)  nn<l  settled  in 
\|.     Ion   I  •  ■« 1 1 - 1 1 i i >.  « Ik  i •    M      M 
in'.',  and    « Uere  his  death  t"<.l>  placi  i th  of 

\|  h,  i .-  I  I.  imt  quite  foui  years  from  tbe  time  of 
their  inn  i  igi  i  it  tl»i—  union  there  lin  I  been  born 
two  children:  Mar)  •'..  now  the  wifi  M  m  A. 
Puller,  of  i  ■  rand   l  I 

\     \i  i      Ufred  1  larpcr,  "t  Knl  imazu 
Mich. 
Our  subjeel  wnstl I  t married,  in  Mi  n 

di'li      I  nil  li-li    :  1844,  tO  Ml      II     liiiltnll.     Ill 

religious  m  itti  rs  Mrs.  Hamilton  i-  a  member  .  •!  the 
A'U i-nt i-t    Church,  as    was  also   Mi     II      Shi 
lady  having  many  friends  in  her  community,  being 

pleasant  and  intelligent,  post  I  im-i- 

capacities,  and  managing  the  property  l<f i  her 
in  a  u ise  and  judicious  manner. 


i  illN   (l  l.l'.l.i;  rsoN,      Vmong  the  promi- 
nent I'n  mil  >\  a  I  ">\  1 1  - 1 1  i  t  >.  the  sub- 
•  of  Hii-  record  occupies  :>  position  in  the 
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extent  of  215  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  is  finely 

:  ion  G,  and  upon  w  hicb  is  .-i  sul 
ti.il  dwelling,  erected    by    I  i her. 
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for  the  successful  prosecut  i< 
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to  narrate  the  experiences  of  this  family  during  the 
panic  between  1873  and  1879,  following  soon  after 
their  marriage.  Millions  of  people  realized  how 
property  values  fell  and  money  value-  rose  during 
thu.se  dark  days  of  our  Republic;  how  good  young 
men  and  women  were  wrecked  by  that  panic,  or 
made,  as  were  those  of  this  narrative,  "slaves  to 
gold."  Down  went  values,  resources  turned  to 
liabilities,  quiet  to  litigation,  until  the  beautiful 
home  of  the  Culbertsons,  called  Riverside,  began 
to  tremble. 

It  was  during  this  period,  though  having  the 
care  of  four  small  children,  and  though  looking 
well  to  the  ways  of  her  household  and  assisting  her 
husband  to  attend  to  a  complicated  business,  in- 
cluding  one  suit  in  law  which  continued  during 
seven  years,  and  ended  in  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  which  several  thousand  dollars  were  re- 
covered, that  Mrs.  Culbertson  investigated  the 
subjects  of  finance,  transportation  and  tariff,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  thorough  political  econo- 
mists in  the  Nation.  Not  only  her  friends  and  co- 
workers, but  even  her  opponents,  admit  this  fact. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Burrows,  Republican  Representative  to 
Congress  from  the  district  in  which  she  resides, 
said  in  a  private  letter.  "Though  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  Mrs.  Culbertson.  yet  I  know  her  by 
reputation,  and  that  she  is  a  lady  of  high  character 
and  ability,  and  worthy  of  confidence."  The  De- 
troit Tribune  added:  "Mrs.  C.  and  her  husband  are 
very  influential  in  their  party." 

The  first  public  speech  of  Mrs.  Culbertson  oc- 
curred in  1878,  :it  Wascpi.  being  an  impromptu  one 
without  preparation.  Though  preceded  by  Col. 
Norton,  of  Chicago,  and  .Indue  Sherwood,  of  the 
Supreme  ( 'ourt,  anil  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo.  Mich., 
she  was  reported  at  the  time  as  making  the  "inter- 
esting s\ -Ii    of    tin'    occasion."      Soon   after    Mrs. 

Culbertson's  advent  into  politics,  a  fusion  was  ac- 
complished between  the  Greenback  and  Dem<  icratic 
parties,  to  which  she  was  uncompromisingly  op- 
posed,  and  in  which  she  never  for  one  moment 
participated. 

AH  .rand  Rapids,  in  L886.  this  lady  was  in  attend- 
ance at  the  convention  which  nominated  the  talented 
and  brilliant  George  I..  Yaple  for  Governor  of 
Michigan,    and    with    whom,    prior    to   fusion,    she 


had  spoken  upon  the  same  platform,  and  worked 
with  in  the  greatest  harmony.  -Why."  said  a  man 
from  her  own  county  to  her.  "are  you  not  here  as 
a  delegate?  Do  you  not  respect  'Sir.  Yaple:"  ••Yes. 
very  much.  I  am  proud  of  St.  Joe  County's  gifted 
son:  but  I  could  not  disgrace  myself,  dishonor  the 
cause,  or  discredit  womanhood,  by  being  a  delegate 
to  a  fusion  a  invention."  Mrs.  <  Culbertson  later  was 
a  delegate  of  the  Union  Labor  party  to  Cincinnati; 
was  called  upon,  and  responded  in  a  speech  fidl  of 
thought  and  replete  with  wit  and  humor,  laughter 
at  times  preventing  procedure  for  several  minutes. 
It  was  during  one  of  those  outbursts  that  Chairman 
Streeter  gave  her  a  slip  of  paper  upon  which  was 
written  the  name  of  the  new  party,   saying,   "Read 

it  to  the  convention — they  are  in  a  g 1  mood  and 

will  receive  it  from  you."  She  did  so.  and  it  was 
received  with  applause.  Mrs.  Culbertson  at  that 
time  was  interviewed  by  a  reporter  of  the  Chicago 
Times,  who  was  heard  to  remark  as  he  moved  down 
the  aisle  of  the  hall,  "That  woman  is  as  wise  as  a 
serpent  on  tariff  and  finance."  She  expressed  her- 
self as  satisfied  with  the  platform  of  the  Union 
Labor  party.  It  was  all  she  hoped  for.  yet  there 
were  things  not  in  the  platform  that  she  would 
rather  see  then-  than  wear  the  best  set  of  diamonds  ■ 
in  the  world.  She  was  importuned  by  delegates 
from  many  different  States  to  grace  their  platforms 
and  aid  their  lecture  bureaus  with  her  presence. 
she.  however,  returned  to  Michigan  and  assisted  at 
home.  She  made  the  canvass  in  theSixth  Judicial 
District,  the  result  of  which  was  the  election  of 
George  P.  Cobb  as  Judge,  and  a  part  of  the  city 
ticket  in  Bay  City. 

It  has  been  said  of  Mrs.  Culbertson  "Her  reason- 
ing faculties  are  very  rare."  "She  is  pleasing, 
graceful  and  witty."  "Her  eloquence  is  of  the 
highest  type."  "The  true  woman's  soul  that  glows 
in  her  words  and  deeds  guarantees  her  a  place 
among  the  extraordinary  women  of  this  country." 
••She  is  perhaps  unconsciously  writing  her  name 
among  the  noble  Of  the  age."  •■She  has  tine  orator- 
ical powers,  and  shows  wonderful  historical  re- 
search." "She  has  an  earnestness  that  reaches  the 
heart."  "Her  lectures  arc  fascinating  and  brilliant." 
'■  Tuil\  talent-  .-ire  thine,  lofty  and  bright,  the 
subtile  shaft  of  wit  and  that  keen  glance  of  intellect 
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iii  principle  and  moral  ■ 

ivl :i-     i    in 

liia    church.     I  pon    the   altar   >•(   industrial 
in  -In-  1 1 : •  —  laid  Ihi  talents,  and  outside  of  her 
fnmilj  .  her  1"\  o. 

Mi-.    (  iiIIm'i i-iui    is  mil   \  el  Idle  ij'  d.     Ilei 

life  has  bee ode  up  "i   '"sunshine  and  shadow," 

:ni  idolized  daughter  and  a  beloved  wife,  with 

in  beai  in  i  pari  in  Its  - 
i        ill-  she  is  thankful  to  God,  in  whom  she  tn 

and    whose  guidi e  she  uniformly    seeks  in  her 

She  has  occupied  the  plntform  for  some 
eleven  v'enrs,  and  although  her  husband  bos  nol 
taken  the  prominent  pari  in  political  life  to  which 
sue  has  been  led,  he  is  "illin^  i"  'I"  whatcvei  li«'- 
in  In-  power  in  champion  the  cause  "Inch  lies 

her  heart.     Of  their  union   there   huve   I n    born 

four  children,  who  bear  the  names,  Bstclln   V„  Sher- 
man I...   Ingelo  D,  I.,  nnd   Charles  s.  I*. 

I  i  iii\  SI  in  RM1  i;li<  ii:\       I    ■ 

in.  ii  in  everj  community  distinguish) 
their  intelligence,  their  liberality  and  their 
--i\  i'  ideas.  Vmong  tl  \i\\  be 
mentioned  the  subject  of  1 1  *  i  —  sketch,  who  has  iin- 
|hi.\  ed  thi  ■  'lit  life  in  the 
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one  of  those  men  who  leave  their  mark  where  they 
have  lived,  and  whose  names  are  remembered  long 
after  they  have  departed   hence. 

The  fifth  child  of  Orson  and  Phebe  (Bartlett) 
Graham,  our  subject  was  born  in  Italy,  Yates  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  10.  1828.  He  continued  a  resident  of 
his  native  county  until  reaching  his  majority,  then 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
the  Empire  State  afterward  for  a  period  of  eleven 
years.  He  continued  thus  employed  for  two  years 
after  coming  to  Michigan.  After  that,  time  his  at- 
tention was  mostly  given  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
As  a  farmer  he  was  thorough  arid  skillful,  and  as  a 
business' man  prudent  and  fortunate  in  his  invest- 
ments. 

Orson  Graham  was  born  in  Chester.  Windham 
Co.,  N't.,  and  his  wife,  Phebe,  in  the  town  of  Mar- 
cellus,  Mass.  After  marriage  the  parents  of  our 
subject  settled  in  Italy,  N.  Y.,  whence  in  1848  they 
changed  their  residence  to  Lima,  in  Livingston 
County,  where  the  mother  died  a.  few  years  later. 
The  father  passed  away  in  lloneoye.  Monroe  Co., 
N.  Y.  The  parental  household  included  seven  suns 
and  three  daughters. 

Our  subject  left  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1852,  and  coming  to  Michigan  settled  in  the  unim- 
portant village  of  Colon,  where  he  prosecuted  his 
trade  of  carpenter  until  1854,  then  settled  upon  a 
tract  of  land  embracing  a  portion  of  section  29,  in 
Leonidas  Township.  His  first  purchase  embraced 
120  acres,  to  which  he  added  as  time  passed  on, 
and  erected  the  necessary  farm  buildings  for  the 
convenience  of  himself  and  family,  the  storing  of 
grain  and  the  shelter  of  stock.  In  the  year  1880, 
during  a  violent  storm  the  barn  and  other  buildings 
were  struck  by  lightning  and  entirely  destroyed. 
The  house  also  caught  lire,  but  fras  fortunately 
saved;  he  also  lost  five  horses  by  the  fire.  Not- 
withstanding these  losses  he  was  what  ma}-  be 
termed  prosperous,  and  was  generously  rewarded 
for  his  labors.  A  new  set  of  buildings  soon  re- 
placed the  old  ones  which  had  been  destroyed,  and 
the  farm  with  its  appurtenances  bears  fair  com- 
parison with  anything  of  the  kind  in  St.  Joseph 
County. 

For  thirty-one  years  there  walked  by  the  side  of 
our  subject  as  his  faithful  companion  and  helpmate 


a  lady  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Helen  Wilcox, 
and  to  whom  he  was  married  Sept.  19,  1857.  Mrs. 
Graham  is  the  daughter  of  Newcomb  and  Miranda 
(Stearns)  Wilcox,  who  were  natives  of  Naples,  On- 
tario Co.,  N.  Y.  There  also  they  were  reared  and 
married,  and  lived  for  a  time  afterward,  and  then, 
in  1837,  came  to  the  new  State  of  Michigan,  locat- 
ing in  Sherwood  Township,  Branch  County.  There 
the  mother  died  in  March,  1K84.  Mr.  Wilcox  is 
still  living.  Their  family  included  two  sons  and 
live  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  living. 

Mrs.  Graham  was  born  in  Naples.  N.  Y.,  May  21. 
1833,  and  was  the  fourth  child  of  her  parents.  She 
was  hut  four  years  old  when  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan, and  was  reared  at  the  homestead  in  Brand) 
County.  She  was  educated  at  Albion,  Mich.,  and 
taught  school  eight  years,  receiving  $16  per  month, 
the  highest  wages  she  ever  received  ;  she  had  taught 
as  low  as  $6  per  month.  Of  her  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, seven  in  number,  all  were  teachers.  One  of 
her  sisters  is  at  present  a  preceptor  at  Ludington, 
Mich.  Mrs.  Graham  taught  six  days  a  week,  ami 
boarded  around  among  the  neighbors.  Of  her  mar- 
riage there  were  four  children,  of  whom  the  record 
is  as  follows:  Orson  B.  married  Miss  Louisa  Beard, 
and  is  fanning  in  Leonidas  Township;  Nannie  is 
the  wife  of  Clarence  Kent,  of  Union  City,  this  State; 
Lewis  B.  married  Miss  Sadie  Longenecker,  and  is 
living  on  a  farm  in  Leonidas  Township;  Harry  died 
when  a  babe  of  seven  months. 

Mis.  Graham  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  since  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  still  pre- 
serve's her  interest  in  its  advancement  and  pros- 
perity. Mr.  Graham,  politically,  was  an  old-style 
Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  defended  his  principles 
with  all  the  natural  strength  of  his  character.  Con- 
sidering the  fact  that  he  came  to  Colon  Town- 
ship with  the  modest  capital  of  $.'300,  it  is  to  be 
acknowledged  that  he  did  well. 

The  following  extract  relating  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  Graham  is  taken  from  a  local  paper:  "Andrew 
J.  Graham,  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Leonidas 
Township,  departed  this  life  Nov.  22,  1888.  He 
was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom 
survive  him.  He  was  born  in  Italy,  Yates  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  10,  1828.  He  came  to  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  1855,  and  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of 
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in  Hancock,  Delaware  Co..  N.  Y..  May  15,  1846. 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Phebe  A.  (Pat- 
rick) Piue,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  former  died  in  1804;  the  latter  is  still 
living,  and  resides  with  Mr.  Clark.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clark  there  has  been  horn  one  child  only, 
Warren  P..  who  is  now  attending  Albion   College. 

Mr.  Clark,  politically,  is  a  Republican  with  strong 
Prohibition  tendencies,  usually  voting  the  Repub- 
lican ticket.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  Mr.  Clark  has  held  the  office 
of  Steward  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  As  an  ex-soldier  he  belongs  to  William  F. 
Curtenius  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Mendon.  Both  Mr. 
ami  Mrs.  Clark  mantain  a  lively  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  in  all  the  enterprises  set  on  foot 
tending  to  the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the 
community,  there  they  arc  found  giving  of  their 
means  and  influence.  Their  home  abounds  with 
books,  papers  and  magazines,  which  at  once  indi- 
cate the  manner  in  which  they  spend  their  leisure 
hours. 

G.  D.  Clark  has  in  his  possession  an  old  family 
Bible  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  purchased  by 
his  grandfather  on  his  father's  side  in  1814.  It 
was  printed  in  1812.  Jason  (lark  and  Lucy  Clark, 
our  subject's  parents,  drew  up  and  signed  a  tem- 
perance pledge  in  1837,  and  kept  it  until  the  day 
of  their  death;   it  read  as  follows: 

Family  Temperance — We  this  day  solemnly 
agree  to  never  more  drink  spirituous  liquors,  except 
in   sickness.  J  isos  Cl  w,-k. 

Lucy  Clark. 

Mrs.  Clark  has  the  original  manuscript  in  a  fair 
state  of  preservation. 

..  : st*W**c       :    ■ 

[F_^ENRY  N.  WARREN.  The  most  interest- 
[jjl  'ng  period  in  the  life  of  the  subject  of  this 
\,y  biography,  and  one  which  lie  considers  of 
(^y)  the  most  importance,  was  that  spent  as  a 
Union  soldier  in  the  service  of  his  country.  To 
that  he  looks  back  upon  with  satisfaction  as  to  a 
time  in  which  he.  with  thousands  of  others,  was  tried 
and  not  found  wanting.      He  laid  down  the  musket 


for  the  plowshare  over  twenty  years  ago,  but  re- 
calls those  years  even  with  their  difficulties  and 
hardships  as  among  the  most  satisfactory  of  his  life, 
in  that  he  did  not  give  his  efforts  to  his  country  in 
vain.  He  has  since  followed  the  peaceful  pursuits 
of  agriculture,  and  for  a  period  of  over  thirty-five 
years  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county.  He  has 
now  a  good  farm  lying  on  section  24,  in  Leonidas 
Township,  where  he  has  built  up  one  of  the  most 
creditable  homesteads  within  its  limits.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  a  genial,  hospita- 
ble and  companionable  man  to  meet,  and  one  with 
whom  may  be  passed  many  a  pleasurable  and  profita- 
ble hour. 

Ephraim  Warren,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and 
his  wife,  Margaret  (Holderidge)  Warren,  removed 
from  Ontario  County.  N.  Y..  in  1853  to  Michigan, 
and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Leonidas  Town- 
ship, this  county.  The  father  only  lived  five  years 
thereafter,  his  death  taking  place  in  1858.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  departed  this 
life  at  the  old  homestead,  in  February,  1879.  The 
household  circle  included  eight  children,  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  five  of   whom  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  third  child  of  his 
parents,  was  born  in  Naples,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  22.  1840.  He  became  familiar  with  farm 
pursuits  at  an  early  period  in  his  life,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  three  years  spent  in  the  service  of 
his  country  has  bent  his  energies  in  this  direction. 
He  first  trod  the  soil  of  Michigan  in  1853,  when  a 
lad  of  thirteen  years,  and  has  since  been  a  resident 
of   Leonidas  Township. 

A  few  months  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
and  a  little  before  reaching  his  majority,  young 
Warren  enlisted,  Aug.  24.  1861,  in  Company  G, 
11th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  much  of  the  time 
thereafter  did  Corporal  duty.  He  participated  in 
many  of  the  important  battles  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  in  the  fight  at  Mission  Ridge  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  right  foot.  He  was  in  the 
engagement  at  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  at  Atlanta  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
siege,  and  met  the  rebels  in  various  other  engage- 
ments and  skirmishes.  Otherwise  than  the  natural 
results  of  hardship  and  privation  he  came  out  com- 
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man  House.  In  June.  l*7fi.  the  lease  of  the  hotel 
expiring,  Mr.  Wakeman  took  charge  of  it,  and 
under  the  management  of  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  \V. 
W".  Marantette,  it  is  being  conducted  in  an  admir- 
able and  satisfactory  manner,  as  all  will  testify  who 
have  ever  had  the  good  fortune  to  lodge  within 
its  walls.  Mr.  Wakeman  was  also  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  stave  and  heading  factory,  which  did 
a  thriving  business  in  the  village.  lie  is  a  man 
of  large  humanity  and  public  spirit,  anxious  to 
do  Ins  part  in  everything  that  promises  to  bea  bene- 
lil  to  his  surroundings,  whether  in  the  county  or 
in  society. 
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OXATHAN   FOGLEMAN.     On  section  26', 
in  Colon  Township,  lies  the  well-conducted 

homestead    of    the    subject    of    this    sketch. 

eighty  acres  of  which  have  been  his  property 
since  1859.  Subsequently  lie  purchased  forty  acres 
more,  and  now  has  a  good  farm  of  120  acres,  which 
lie  lias  brought  to  a  state  of  thorough  cultivation, 
ami  erected  thereon  the  necessary  farm  buildings, 
lie  has  built  fences,  planted  trees,  anil  gradually 
added  the  improvements  which  have  made  his 
homestead  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  A  man  industrious  and  economical, 
he  has  carved  out  his  own  fortune  by  his  steady 
persistence,  while  at  the  same  time  his  straight- 
forward and  upright  course  has  secured  him  a  large 
measure  of  esteem  and  confidence  to  which  he  is  so 

justly  entitled. 

Conrad  Fogleman,  the  father  of  our  subject .  and 

his  wife,  who  in    her  girll 1  was    Miss    Catherine 

Walhurn,  were  natives  of  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  in 
Southeastern  Pennsylvania.  After  marriage  they 
went  over  into  Berks,  the  county  adjoining,  where 
the  father  employed  himself  as  a  day  laborer.  He 
lived  to  he  an  aged  man  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Pennsylvania,  passing  away  on  the  7th  of  July, 
1887.  The  mother  died  while  a  young  woman,  in 
1836. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  the 
seven  children  comprising  the  family  household, 
and  was  born  Aug.  15,  1820,  in  Berks  County, 
1'a.      lie     remained    under    the    home    roof    until    a 


T* 


youth  of  nineteen  years  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  school.  Then,  in  1839,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Ashland  County.  Ohio,  and  employed 
himself  at  farming  in  the  Buckeye  State  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  Upon  removing  thence  he 
came  to  this  county,  and  soon  afterward  made  his 
first  purchase  of  land  here.  The  eighty  acres  upon 
which  Mr.  Fogleman  settled  had  scarcely  under- 
gone any  cultivation,  and  he  thus  commenced  from 
first  principles  to  build  up  a  homestead.  He  was 
married  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  25,  1841. 
He  first  put  up  a  house  for  the  shelter  of  his  family 
and  gradually  added  the  buildings  which  have  com- 
pleted a  most  comfortable  homestead.  The  maiden 
name  of  Mrs.  Fogleman  was  Susan  Coup,  and  she 
is  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Rice) 
Coup,  the  second  of  their  six  children,  born  Aug. 
2.    isi is. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born  four 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom.  Mary  Ann,  died 
Sept.  24.  1872.  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years. 
Sarah  Jane,  the  wife  of  .Moses  Draper,  is  a  resident 
of  Colon  Township;  Frederick  is  a  resident  of 
Burr  Oak.  The  youngest  child  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Fugleman  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket 
and  vigorously  upholds  the  principles  of  his  party, 
lie  served  as  Headmaster  in  his  township  a  number 
of  years.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
mend icrs  of  the  Reformed  Lutheran  Church,  and 
of  the  ( 'olon  (  Grange. 
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ellAliLF.s  G.  LELAND,  whose  admirably 
kept  and  well-cultivated  farm  is  situated 
upon  section  1,  of  Colon  Township,  is  the 
son  of  Lemuel  Leland,  who  was  born  in  Sherborn, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Mass.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Chloe  Morse,  was  born  near  the  same 
place.  They  continued  to  live  in  that  neighbor- 
hood until  their  death,  which  occurred,  the  former. 
Jan.  20.  1851,  the  latter.  April  7.  1859.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  our  subject 
being  the  fourth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  made  his  debut  in  life 
at  Sherborn.  on  the  1 5th  of  November.  1820. 
His  father    had  followed    the  trade  of   a    gunsmith, 
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fcive  condition  lias  involved  a  Large  amount  of 
labor  and  considerable  money,  but  in  looking  over 
his  fertile  fields  to-day  Mr.  Cline  must  feel  amply 
repaid  for  his  perseverance  and  industry.  He  lias  a 
fair  assortment  of  live  stock,  an  ample  supply  of 
choice  fruits,  and  in  fact  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Tin-  wife  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlh 1  Mi>s 

Rebecca  Whitney,  daughter  of  -lames  and  Mary 
(Frisl)ie)  Whitney,  who  were  natives  of  New  York, 
and  emigrated  from  Orleans  County,  X.  Y..  to 
Lenawee  County,  this  State,  at  an  early  day.  settling 
first  at  Adrian,  where  tic-  fathei  occupied  himself 
in  farming,  and  where  they  resided  five  years.  They 
came  to  this  county  in  1833,  while  Michigan  was 
still  a  Territory,  settling  in  Nottawa  Township,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sand  Lake,  living  there  also  five 
years.  Then  they  returned  east  as  far  as  what  is 
now  Auglaize  County.  Ohio,  where  their  decease 
took  place,  at  the  ages  of  sixty-eight  and  sixty-six 
respectively. 

Mrs.  (line  was  born  in  Shelby,  ( (rleans  Co..  N.  Y.. 
July  22. 1815,  and  spent  her  youthful  days  under  the 
home  roof  in  Orleans  and  Lenawee  (  ounties,  ami 
March  31,  1833,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ed- 
mond  B.  Brown,  who  came  to  his  death  ly  the 
bite  of  a  horse  near  Sand  Lake,  Nov.  17.  1850.  Of 
this  marriage  there  was  born  one  child.  Marion, 
who  died  in  infancy.  Of  her  marriage  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  four  children,  three  ol 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  child,  a 
daughter,  Sarah  A.,  was  horn  July  12.  1856,  and  is 
now  the  wile  of  Roscoe  1..  Fraiv.  a  well-to-do  com- 
mercial salesman.  Tiny  have  two  children,  William 
R.  and  Helen. 

Mr.  (line  at  one  time  was  owner  of  a  much 
lamer  extent  of  laud  than  at  present,  although  his 
possessions  now  are  by  no  means  small,  the'aggre- 
gate  being  111  acres,  Politically,  he  is  an  uncom- 
promising Democrat,  and  although  never  an  aspir- 
ant for  office,  has  been  for  the  most  time  since  a 
resident  here  connected  with  the  School  Hoard  of 
the  township.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  take 
a  warm  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  their  com- 
munity, morally  and  socially,  and  although  not 
members  of  any  religious  organization,  are  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  establishment  and  maintenance 


of  churches,  believing  that  they  are  needed  in 
every  community.  They  have  a  wide  circle  of 
friends,  who  are  often  welcomed  to  their  hospitable 
home,  and  in  pleasant  intercourse  perpetuate  the 
friendships  which  have  been  cemented  by  years  of 
mutual  hopes  and  labors. 


\A  ILLS  A.  DEXTER.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  been  a  resident  of  Colon  Town- 
ship for  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years, 
having  settled  here  with  his  young  wife 
in  the  year  1855.  During  this  period  he  has  de- 
voted his  attention  principally  to  fanning  pursuits, 
although  some  of  the  time  working  at  his  trade  of 
carpentering.  He  has  made  good  improvements  on 
his  farm,  and  is  one  of  the  solid,  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists who  live  comfortably  and  are  surrounded 
by  the  good  tilings  of  life.  As  a  peaceable  and 
law-abiding  citizen,  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations 
and  conscientious  in  his  business  transactions,  he 
hits  'allied  the  good  opinion  of  those  with  whom 
he  is  the  most  closely  associated. 

Austin  Dexter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  married  in  Mar- 
ccllus.  Onondaga  Co.,  X.  Y.,  to  Miss  Anna  Tripp, 
a  native  of  that  county,  and  where  they  lived  for 
some  years  afterward.  About  1856  they  came  to 
Michigan  ami  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Colon 
Township.  Here  the  mother  died  the  year  follow- 
ing. The  father  returned  to  New  York  State,  and 
remained  there  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in 
Cortland  County,  about  1880.  They  were  the  par- 
i  ni-  of  four  sons,  two  of  whom  are  living,  one  a 
n  -  dent  of   Lenawee  County,  and  our  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  horn  in  Marcellus,  Onondaga 
Co..  N.  Y..  April  22.  L829.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  and  at  the  same  time  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  a  period  of  nearly 
twenty  years.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  left  his  native  county  when  a 
young  man  twenty-three  years  of  age.  For  two 
and  one-half  years  thereafter  he  was  a  resident  of 
Grand  Rapids,  this  Mate.  In  1854.  while  still  un- 
married,  he   came   to   this  county.      In    Onondaga 
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months  later.  Three  children  were  thus  left  in 
orphanage,  two  being  skirls.  Mary  and  Catharine. 
One  little  daughter.  Annie,  an  infant,  died  on  the 
ocean  and  was  buried  at  sea;  Mary  is  now  the 
widow  of  Robert  Hunter,  of  Titusville,  Pa. :  Cath- 
erine married  James  Taylor,  and  died  near  Paris, 
Canada. 

After  the  death  of  the  parents,  our  subject  being 
the  eldest  child  as  soon  as  old  enough  exercised  a 
brotherly  supervison  over  his  sisters,  looking  after 
their  welfare  and  assisting  them  as  he  was  able 
until  their  marriage.  He  began  his  apprentice-hip  at 
the  shoemaker's  trade  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years, 
serving  three  years,  and  later  worked  as  a  journey- 
man. For  a  man  who  from  the  first  was  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources  he  has  certainly  done  well. 
He  was  furnished  by  kindly  Nature  with  a  resolute 
and  persevering  disposition,  and  those  inherent  quali- 
ties of  honesty  and  integrity  which  are  of  far  more 
value  than  riches,  and  which  will  serve  to  guide 
eveiy  man  possessing  them  safely  through  the  tur- 
moils of  life.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  lady  having  all 
the  womanly  virtues,  and  is  highly  spoken  of  by 
those  who  have  known  her  for  so  many  years. 
They  enjoy  an  extensive  acquaintance,  in  Nottawa 
and  vicinity,  where  they  have  built  up  for  them- 
selves a  record  of  which  their  children  need  never 
be  ashamed. 

ENRY  COPENHAFER.  One  of  the  neat- 
est farms  in  Colon  Township  is  pleasantly 
located  on  section  21,  and  includes  160 
acres  of  land,  with  tasteful  and  substantial 
farm  buildings.  There  is  an  air  of  thrift  and  en- 
terprise about  the  place  which  speaks  well  for  the 
careful  habits  of  the  proprietor.  Here  we  behold 
the  picture  of  a  home,  the  proprietor  of  which,  with 
hi?  little  family,  enjoys  all  of  the  comfort?  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  No  small  share  of 
this  is  due  to  the  wife  and  mother,  who  has  stood 
bravely  up  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  his  efforts 
to  obtain  a  home  and  a  competence,  and  who  is  at 
once  noticeable  as  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence. 

The  Copenhafer   family  traces  its  origin   to  the 
-4* 


Empire  of  Germany.  Henry,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Snelbacher,  who  was  also  born  there. 
After  uniting  their  lives  and  fortunes  they  settled 
not  far  from  the  place  of  their  birth,  in  York 
County,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  the  mother 
carefully  trained  her  children  in  those  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  principles  of  honor  by  which  they  be- 
came valued  and  useful  members  of  society.  The 
family  included  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  two 
of  whom  are  living,  and  residents  of  Iowa  and  this 
count}'. 

Henry  Copenhafer,  Jr.,  was  the  second  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  born  in  Newberry  Township, 
York  Co.,  Pa..  Nov.  4,  1826.  He  spent  his  boy- 
hood anil  youth  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers 
son-,  receiving  an  ordinary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Later  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  a  good  many  years  in  different 
places  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Michigan.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  State,  and  came  to  this 
county  with  his  wife  and  five  children  in  the  spring 
of  1867.  They  first  took  up  their  resilience  in 
Park  Township,  where  our  subject  cultivated  a  tract 
of  land,  and  where  he  lived  until  the  fall  of  1874. 
The  family  then  changed  their  residence  to  the 
present  farm,  which  was  far  less  valuable  than  at 
the  present  time,  being  mostly  in  an  uncultivated 
state.  He  has  cleared  the  greater  part  of  the  land 
and  erected  good  buildings,  including  a  dwelling 
more  than  ordinarily  tasteful  and  convenient. 

Miss  Eliza  Good  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
on  the  5th  of  November,  18.34.  their  marriage  tak- 
ing place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  York  County, 
Pa.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Henrietta  (Zorger)  Good,  natives  of  that  county, 
where  they  were  reared,  married,  and  spent  their 
entire  lives.  They  had  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
seven  of  whom  lived  to  mature  year-,  and  of  the 
latter  Eliza  was  the  elde>t.  She  was  born  in  Con- 
newago.  Pa.,  Jan.  18,  1835,  and  like  her  mother 
before  her,  has  also  given  birth  to  eleven  children, 
seven  of  whom  have  lived  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. The  four  deceased  died  in  infancy.  The 
survivors  are:  Emanuel,  who  is  married  and  a  re.-i- 
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D  \  \l   Mill  I  I:      Hie  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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1        ity,  ( (bio,  and   thence  emigrated   in 
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within  one-half  ;i    mile  of   which  sprang  up  the 
town  ol  Greenfield.      Pheir  family  included  t» 

children,  nine  sons  and  thr Inughti 
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residents  ol  this  i  onnt  y;  Daniel  i  mer 

I  circumstai 
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then  a  young'  man,  began  with  all  the  energy  of  his 
character  to  battle  with  the  elements  of  the  new 
soil,  and  the  other  difficulties  attendant  upon  pio- 
neer life.  The  Qrsl  modest  dwelling  was  erected 
in  due  time,  and  remained  the  abode  of  himself  and 
his  little  family  until  the  fall  of  1867.  when  they 
took  possession  of  that  which  they  now  occupy, 
and  which  for  a  period  of  over  twenty  years  has 
sheltered  them  in  ease  anil  comfort. 

The  main  points  in  a  career  of  more  than  usual 
interest  are  as  follows:  Luther  B.  Goodrich  was 
born  in  Naples.  Ontario  <  "..  N.  Y..  June  12.  1805, 
and  is  the  son  of  Jason  Goodrich,  a  car]  enter  by 
trade,  also  a  clothier  and  cloth  dresser.  The  lat- 
ter, however,  preferred  the  first-named  occupation, 
and  to  this  gave  most  of  his  time  and  attention. 
He  married  Miss  Lovina  (lark,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Luther  B. 
was  the  second  horn.  Of  this  large  family  all  have 
passed  away,  both  parents  and  children,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  sole  survivor.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts  and  ( Connecticut,  and  spent 
the  latter  part  of  their  lives  in  St.  Joseph  County. 
where  their  decease  occurred  respectively  about 
1845  and   1835. 

Young  Goodrich  remained  a  member  of  the  pa- 
rental household  until  reaching  his  majority,  assist- 
ing his  father  at  carpentering,  and  otherwise 
occupying  himself  as  required.  Upon  leaving 
home  and  starting  out  for  himself,  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Steuben  County.  N.  V..  where  he  lived 
from  1832  until  1835,  and  thence  came  to  Michigan 
Territory,  lie  was  first  married,  in  Steuben  County, 
in  1829,  to  .Miss  Clarissa  Noble,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride.  They  commenced  the  journey  of  life  to- 
gether, and  there  wen'  born  to  them  seven  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living — Claudius  I...  Dwight  X. 
and  Mary.      The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 

at  her  home  in  Xottawa  Township,  July  19,  1850. 
Mr.  Goodrich,  Jan.  1.  1851,  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Miss  Mary  II.  Doughty.  The 
children  of  this  union,  five  in  number,were  named  re- 
spectively :  Uoscoe  B..Charles  1  >..  I  [ector  (deceased  ). 
Helen  and  Claude.     Mrs.  Mary  H.  Goodrich   died 

at  the  1 lestcad,   Sept.  14,  1861.     On  the  16th  of 

February,  1865,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Margaret  (.Martin)  Parker,  widow  of  Rev. 


A/.cl  Parker,  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Parker  died  in  Mottville,  this  county,  in  1862. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Goodrich  was  born  in  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio.  Oct.  7.  1823,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Ellison  and  Jane  Martin,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  spent  their  last  years  in  Ohio 
and  Indiana.  Of  this  marriage  there  are  no  chil- 
dren. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  upon  coming  to  this  county,  was 
at  once  recognized  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
ci immunity,  being  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence  and  business  capacities.  Kind,  hospita- 
ble, and  possessing  the  true  Christian  spirit,  he  en- 
deavored tu  assisl  those  around  him  as  opportunity 
presented,  and  while  discharging  the  duties  of  the 
various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  also 
officiated  as  a  local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  a  long  term  of  years.  Asa  pulpit 
orator  he  was  easj  and  effective,  convincing  in  his 
argument,  and  one  to  whom  the  people  always 
listened  with  pleasure  and  profit.  He  was  ordained 
in  September.  18."i2.  lie  was  an  exhorter  a  num- 
ber of  jTears  previously.  Politically,  he  favors  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  although 
steadfastly  declining  the  responsibilities  of  office  in 
his  later  years,  he  at  one  time  officiated  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  fur  a  term  of  live  years,  with  greal 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  people  of 
his  township.  He  has  now  more  than  spanned  his 
fourscore  years,  and.  looking  back  upon  a  life  tilled 

with  g 1  impulses,  and  endeavoring  to  discharge 

its  duties  in  a  praiseworthy  manner,  has  earned  for 
himself  not  only  the  abiding  respect  of  the  people 
around  him.  but  the  hope  of  something   beyond. 
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ALENTINE   BEADLE  is  a   prosperous  and 
lighly  respected  farmer  and  stock-raiser  re- 
siding on  section   6,  Fabius  Township,      lie 
is  a    native-born  citizen  of  St.  Joseph  County,  his 

birth  having  taken  place  in  Flowcrlield.  April  10, 
1831.  His  parents.  Michael  and  Ruth  (Bidwell) 
Beadle,  were  numbered  among  the  earliest  pioneers 
of  this  county,  coming  here  from  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  in  1827.  The  father  was  a  millwright  by. 
trade,  an    industrious,  whole-souled    man.      lie    was 
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f I  of  the  hunt,  and  was  vcrj  expert  in  the  u 

ifle,  and  < 1 1 •  I  much  to  clear  the  pi  iroi  \ 

<ii  i In-,  region  f i  the  nals  tlinl  once 

haunted  it,    His  useful  » cut  short  by  death 

while  he  was  yel  in  the  meridian  His  widow 

was  thus   lefl    to   battle  al -  and  to  support  her 

I'.iiiiiW   ns  besl  she  could,     She,  h  iwcvcr,  i 

n  brave,  unfaltei  in  I  equal  t « »  the 

emergency,  managing  i"  keep  her  children  » itli  her 
mill  I,,  provide  for  them  until  hei  death,  in  l  - 

Our  subjeel   was  the  youngest  child  in  :i  family 

•  it  ii ,  and  owing  to  his  father's  earl}  death  he  was 

I  in  n  life  of  labor,  and  Bcarcerj  had  an  oppor- 
tunity i"  attend  bcI I.  bul  «  ith  a  p  un- 
der difficulties  thai  would  have  d<  b  rred  roan}  from 

making  tin   Attempt,  he  managed  t"  secure  e igh 

education  so  thai  Ii in  attend  t"  but  Vftcr 

the   death  of  bis  mother  he  was  thrown  altogether 
<ui   bis  own  resources,  and  being  strong,  < 
and    willing   t"    work  al  anything  thai   lii-  hands 
fniiii<l   to  do,  hr  made  his  own  waj  in  the  world. 
Id'  finally  gathered  togethci  of  this  world's 

g I-  in  enable  him  to  marry  and  establish  a  borne 

s  own,  and  to  Miss  R  Shepherdson,  whom 

id  invited  to  share  life's  pl<  rrows 

with  him,  he  was  united  in  the  sacred  bond  ol 
riag«  Oct.  II,  I860.     She  has  been  to  him  a   wise 
counselor  and  :i  ready  helper,  and  to  their  children 
M  careful  and  tender  molhei 
Joseph  and    K  Rathburn)  Shepherdson.  na- 

of  New  York,  ol  English  descent     Mrs 
die  was  born  Ma}   I  3.  i  038,  in  x 

I    when   her   pai  ents  M 

sin-  I-  the  second  child  in  order  of  birth  of  tin 
born  tn  her  mother.  (For  further  parental  Ii  - 
see  sketch  "f  her  brother,  Abaci    r   -  Ison, 

;  will  be  found  on  mothei  page  of  this  volume. 

-    mi  after  m  Sd  mo*  eil 

and,  though  he  has  ved  three  or  :■ 

then,  he  has  nevi  r  been  on  I  of  sight  of  hit  pn 
home.     I  le  o«  ns  eighty-8\ 

land  :  has  an  orchard  ol  00  apple  trees,  from 

which  he  derh  I  le  has  lii- 

land     under    good    tillage,    has    comfortable    farm 
buildings,  ond  everything  aboul  the  place  indi 

thrift  and  good  roanng nl     M  i    I3< 

ticnl,  keen-sighted   man,  honest  and   upright   in  his 


mil   thoroughly    di 
.ii  in  which  he  is  held  in  this  community.     He 
h  i-  i  in.. 

well,  who 
\l  i  -    Ruth  Hopkins  and  Mrs,  I  (ol 

The   nni'iii  i'f  our  subjeel  and  hit 
has   been    bless  le  birth  •  i,  of 

whom  four  arc  living,  of  whom  the  folio" 
corded  :    Da\  id   V.,  born   Dec.  21,  181 
mil  i      i n tj     M  icl      Mary  D., 

a  ti id 

follow  tli.it  pre  ■  hen 

a  men  W  illiam  M..  hot     N  Ruth 

A..  Jan.  ll.  1874. 

Mi    Beadli    •■•■    -  drafted  d  but 

as  In-  circumstances  were  such  thai  he  could  nol 

I ii-.  In-   hired 

nf  land  then  I  I  I 

Btantially  the  -  m  political  qui 

hi-  father,  an  old-lii  •    W 
Republican  party  until  the  formation  of  tin 
part}  .  when  he  join  nks. 
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was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  both  parents  spent 
the  lastyearsof  their  lives  in  this  county,  the  father 
<l\  ing  in  Mendon  Township,  May  30,  1886,  and  the 
mother  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Leonidas 
Township. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years:  David, 
our  subject;  Elon,  who  died  March  15,  L887; 
Martha,  the  wife  of  Henry  Mowry,  of  Branch 
County;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  M.  Milton 
Mcintosh,  and  died  in  Nottawa  Township;  Frank- 
lin, a  resident  there,  and  Elizabeth.  Mrs.  Henry 
Powers,  of  the  same.  David,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Mendon  Township,  April    11.    1*17.     His  boy- 

h 1  and   youth   were  spent    nfter   the  manner    of 

most  farmers'  sons,  and  he  remained  a  member  of 
the  parental  household  until  twenty-two  y  ars  old. 
Upon  leaving  home  he  selected  a  trad  of  land  in 
Leonidas  Township,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
serious  business  of  his  life,  the  building  up  of  a 
home  and  the  accumulation  of  a  competence.  His 
labors  as  an  agriculturist  have  been  crowned  with 
moie  than  ordinary  success.  He  wisely  invested 
his  surplus  capital  as  lime  passed  on  in  additional 
land,  property  secure  from  the  burglar,  and  which 
could  not  be  carried  off  to  Canada  by  the  dis- 
honest bank  cashier.  His  real  estate  now  embraces 
310  broad  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  line 
sel  of  frame  buildings,  amply  adapted  to  the  re- 
quirements of  tin'  modern  and  progressive  agri- 
culturist. His  enterprise  and  industry  have  been 
evinced  at  every  turn  in  his  life,  and  he  has  long 
been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  substantial 
men  of  his  community,  one  who  could  be  depended 
upon  to  further  its  best  interests,  morally,  educa- 
tionally and  financially.  He  has  left  no  stone  un- 
turned in  tin1  encouragement  of  those  projects 
which  should  bring  his  township  to  the  standard 
adopted  by  the  intelligent  communities  of  South- 
ern Michigan. 

For  a  period  of  sixteen  years  there  has  walked 
by  the  side  of  our  subject  in  the  most  intimate  re- 
lation of  life  a  lady  who  in  her  girlhood  was  .Miss 
Marietta  Foote.  and  who  became  his  wife  al  the 
home  of  her  parents  in  Leonidas  Township.  May 
16,  1*72.  Mrs.  Olney  was  born  in  Orleans  County, 
X.  V..  June  27.  1850,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Er- 
-*• ' 


win  AY.  and  Hester  M.  (Montrose)  Foote.  Erwin 
W.  Foote  was  born  in  Ridgeway,  Orleans  Co.,  N. 
Y..  April  <!.  1816.  His  wife,  Hester,  was  born  in 
Poughkeepsie,  Dutchess  Co..  N.  Y.,  Jan.  26,  1816. 
They  are  now  residents  of  Mendon,  and  in  the  en- 
jo\  men!  of  a  gi  m  id  home. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olney  there  have  been  born 
five  children,  namely:  Maude.  Mildred.  Pearl.  Jo- 
seph and  Verne.  Mildred  and  Joseph  are  deceased. 
Mildred  was  born  Aug.  26,  1875,  and  died  Nov. 
10,  1877;  Joseph  was  born  Nov.  5,  1877.  There 
are  few  whose  lives  pass  placidly  without  some 
break  or  sorrow,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  loss 
of  these  little  ones,  the  history  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Olney  illustrate-  that  of    people  more  than  usually 

blessed  by  Providence.  That  they  have  been  de- 
serving of  this  is  acknowledged  by  the  peoplewho 
have  known  them  long  and  well,  and  who  have  ex- 
tended to  them  a  generous  measure  of  esteem  and 
confidence. 


*  EORGE  11.  MOIINFY.  Among  the  intelli- 
gent citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County  who  are 
A.  )l\  conducting  its  fanning  and  stock-raising 
interests,  and  arc  the  principal  factors  of  its  mater- 
ial prosperity,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  well 
worthy  of  mention.  He  is  quietly  carrying  on  his 
vocation  on  section  2.  Fabius  Township,  where  his 
line  farm,  which  for  productiveness  and  improve- 
ments ranks  with  any  in  the  county,  is  beautifully 
located  near  Lake  Mohney.  a  lovely  sheet  of  water, 
notable  alike  for  ils  scenery,  and  as  a  popular  re- 
sort for  those  fond  of  the  piscatorial  art.  as  several 
varieties  of  lish  are  found  in  its  waters. 

Mr.  Mohney  was  born  in  Armstrong  County,  Pa., 
March  II.  1839,  a  son  of  Abram  and  Mary  Ann 
(Weinberg)  .Mohney.  natives  of  Pennsylvania, and 
descended  from  the  old  German  stock  that  early 
people.l  the  Keystone  State.  In  1 844,  the  year  that 
James  K.  Folk  was  elected  President,  the  elder 
Mohney  left  the  l'cnnsvlvanian  home,  with  its 
nianv  pleasant  associations,  left  his  old-time  friends, 
and.  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children,  came  to 
settle  ill  the  then  wilds  of  St.  Joseph  County.  But 
a  few  years  hail  elapsed  since  the  sound  of  the  axes 
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of  Hi.  etl  lera  had  rung   i  i  Imo- 

\  al  forests,  thai  le  to  extent  covered  the 

find  then  i  >r  him  and  his 

fnmilj  the  life  "i  pioneers,  until  thcj  del  sulidue 

the  wilderness  and  build  for  themselves  a  c 

bio  home.     The  fathei  bough)  i  I  land, 

iiml  iii  tlir  twoli I-  remaining  in  him 

worked  faithfully    and  assiduously    to   impro 
farm.     June  i  :  occui  red,  nnd    a 

valued  citizen  was  removed  fr il mmunity, 

■  1 1 : i  ■  i  \  outsidi  of  his  own  household  mourning  the 
loss  o  ind  honesl  man.     The  mother  ol  our 

i  is  still  spared  t"  her  children,  and    m«t 
her  home  in  Three  Rivers.     Although  she  hoe 

tained  the  advai seventy-two,  she  is  -till 

of  Bound  intellect  and  enjoys  g I  health,  free  from 

iiinu  \    of  the  infirmities  thai    usually    a ip 

old  age,  and  seems  in   reality    younger    than    her 

would  indicate.     She  is   the  mother  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  our  subject   is  the  eldest.     The 

record  of  tl then  is  as  follows:   W  illiam   II..  the 

second  child,  who  lives  near  our  subject,  served  in 
tlir  arm}  two  and  one-half  years;  Leander  1-  .-i 
gardener,  and  resides  in  Three  Rivers    -  mar- 

ried 1  .iii-i:m  lloisington,  who  is  now  deceased 
she  lives  in  Marcellus,  Cass  Co    Mich.;   \.bbym 
her  home  with  her  mother  in  Tin  S  dncy 

lives  in  Lansin  M  etta  married  Charles  Chills, 
and  they  live  in  Lansing;  Wallace  lives  on  the  old 
homi  Vlohnej   Lake,  and  M01 

in  \\  ashington  Territory  . 

Mnl \    •■ 

when  he  came  « itli  lii^  parents  to  Mil  hi  in,  so  thai 
nearly  :ill  of  his  life  has  been   spent    in  tl 

-   had  elapsed  since    M  ichig  in   had 
.  n  1 1  Terril  ernmenl  and  had  entered  the 

I  n ii hi .  and   i'    had  nol   then  develojied 

rful  and  glorious  commonwealth  thai   it 
day.     The  principal  cities  of  the  present  were  then 
for  the  mosl  pari   small   towns,  the  • 
Rivers,  for  insl               ing  only  a  small  villagewith 
hut  few  business  houses.      Vlthough    the  wise  and 
able  men  al  the  head  of  public  n 
Introduced  as  complete  and   e I 

11  m>  obtained  in  ai 
in  tin'  inn  settlements  it  was  dilllcu 

ides,  and  our   sub- 


is  In-  did  I  null 

iliiiii  old,  and  thei ly   in 

I  le,    howo>  11.    niauagi  -I    to    pick    up 

book  knowledge,  and  1-   well    infi  n   all    the 

topics  "I    interesl    •■!   the   pi 

father's  deal  li  he  ••-. 

the  1  •  indebtedness  on  the  1 1  ' 

to  place  Iii-  mother  in 

Aug.  M  1    Mob 1    isidi 

aims  and  ambitions 
lii>  iiiiintiv  in  the  1 

I  in  the  Soul  :i  in   the  1 

of  the  25th    Michi  be   manfully  did 

lli-   'lilt  \     nil    III   I 

•  i|\  .  :it   t 

il    \  .>li\  ille,  « In  ■    ■ 
the  n|i|i" 

othei  1  le  was  honorably  di* 

the  close  of  the  war,  having  nion 

A  r  in  \   tin- 
In  1866  Mi     Miilini\    bought   Iii-   present   farm, 
comprising  eight}  ind, 

.•ind  In-  now  has  il  .-ill  paid  fur.      Al  the  til 

purchase  it  « as  with 

iin  iin|nii\ omenta  n  mil  he  I  ir  it 

and  erect  buildings,     lie  now    has  it    un 
cultivation,  has  a  1 im 

inl  as  One  .-i   barn  found   in 

county.     All  "f  1 1  •  i  —  pr< 

it  nnd  well-directed  la 
in  the  world  «  itli  no  capital  other  tha 
:nnl  >i  rong  arms. 
\\ .  should  be  doing 

did  nol  1  lie  help  afl  ■   him   1«\- 

ipnblc  helpm  10m  he  1  I    in 

368.     Mrs.  31  J  for- 

merly    Miss    linn 
Samuel  and  1  - 

S 

M 
Lennie.  June 

i 
V.  was  born  M 

rlo  wi 
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principles,  his  personal  habits  are  of  the  best,  and 
his  reputation  is  unsullied.  He  has  been  Highway 
Commissioner  for  about  nine  years,  at  different 
times,  and  was  elected  to  this  position  in  opposition 
to  a  strong  Democratic  majority.  He  votes  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  strenuously  upholds  the 
policy  of  his  party.  He  is  a  strictly  temperate 
man.  and  works  for  Local  option. 


^3—5 


-e^ 


t~ 


j^ZIAS  F.  FRENCH,  a  pioneer  of  Constantine 
Township  of  1834,  has  been  a  continuous 
resident,  here  since  that  time,  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  the  son  of  Ozias  and 
Lizzie  (Dayton)  French,  the  former  a  native  of  the 
Bay  State,  whence  he  emigrated  to  New  York, 
where  his  death  occurred  whet)  our  subject  was  a 
child  of  two  years,  in  Yates  County.  The  death 
of  the  mother  also  occurred   there. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Chester,  Hampshire  Co., 
Ma.-v.  June  1,  1803,  and  was  the  youngest  of  his 
parents'  family.  He  accompanied  his  father  upon 
his  removal  to  New  York  State,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood,  assisting  his  parents  as  time  and  oppor- 
tunity demanded.  From  Yates  County  he  removed 
to  Cattaraugus  County,  remaining  there  four  years, 
when  he  migrated  to  this  State,  and  located  in  Con- 
stantine Township,  this  county,  on  land  which  he 
had  purchased  from  the  Government.  His  farm 
has  been  nicely  improved,  and  is  the  source  of  a 
lucrative  income,  while  it  is  adorned  with  neat  and 
well-arranged  buildings,  which  do  great  credit  to 
the  proprietor.  His  first  purchase  consisted  of 
eighty  acre-,  but  it  has  since  been  added  to,  and 
now  embraces  an  acreage  of  110. 

Mr.  French  was  married  in  Yates  County.  N.  Y., 
to  Mi-s  Rebecca  Hates,  a  native  of  Bennington 
County.  N.  H.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  namely:  Candace  L.  and 
Lucy  A.  (twins).  Rachel  E.,  Eunice  R..  Ozias  1'.. 
Charles  Dayton,  Erastus  Milo  and  Seth  M.  Can- 
dace  became  the  wife  of  George  Foe.  of  Faliius 
Township;  Lucy.  Mrs.  John  Oxenford,  died  in 
Calhoun  County,  Iowa:  Rachel  E.  is  the  wil 
Medink  Hoisington,  of  Faluns  Township;  Emma 
is  Mrs.  Chester  C.  Mitchell,  of  Otsego  County,  this 


Stale:  (Izias  F.  is  also  a  resident  of  Otsego  County  ; 
Charles  Dayton  married  Miss  Mary  Roberts,  and 
resides  in  Constantine  Township:  Erastus  Milo  is 
living  in  Montana  Territory,  and  Seth  M.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Otsego  County,  this  State.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  Constantine  Township,  July 
18,  1864.  She  was  a  faithful  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Ozias  French,  our  subject,  was  a  second  time 
married,  to  Miss  Aim ira  Engle.  This  lady  died  in 
Constantine  Township,  July  1,  1874.  She  also  was 
numbered  among  the  regular  attendants  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  her  husband, 
having  been  a  member  of  that  denomination  for  a 
half-century.  lie  gives  liberally  anil  cheerfully  to 
promote  the  good  cause,  and  is  one  of  its  influential 
members.  Our  subject  has  held  many  of  the  township 
offices  in  Ins  earlier  days,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  manner. 

Mr.  French  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and 
sound  business  principles,  and  one  whose  word  is 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  It  is  to  such  men 
as  lie  that  the  country  is  indebted  for  its  wonderful 
progress  and  development,  and  his  name  will  be 
remembered  with  gratitude  long  after  he  has  been 
gathered  t>>  his  fathers. 


ENRY  W.  LAIRD.  In  the  career  of  this 
esteemed  citizen,  late  a  resident  of  Nottawa 
Township,  and  now  deceased,  was  embodied 
the  creed  that  "no  man  should  live  for  him- 
self alone,  but  also  for  others."  He  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Nottawa  Township,  Oct.  1,  1881, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  having  been  born 
Oct.  14,  I  si -2.  He  was  familiarly  called  "Harry 
Laird,"  and  from  this  simple  fact  may  be  gathered 
an  idea  of  the  character  of  the  man — genial,  com- 
panionable, and  one  who,  since  his  taking  off,  has 
been  sadly  missed  in  his  community. 

A  native  of  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject 
was  the  son  of  Glover  Laird,  who  was  born  in  Ire- 
land, and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  early  in 
life,  settling  in  the  Empire  State,  where  it  is  proba- 
ble he  was  married.  There  Harry  lived  with  his 
parents    until  a   lad    eight   years  of  age,   then  ac 
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i-i ■lupin n  'I    li  I  tnrl   from  lh< 

( >,i..i  >■  i    Michigan       \ 

king    i"i  I 
mi  seel  Ion    -    in    Nottawn     I        ship,    tin- 
countj .  \  nl.  in  June,   l  - 3  i .   retui  ni 

( iln.i  for  tin-  put  |"  I. 

In    1838,   leaving   Lite   Uuckeyi    »  ond 

lime,  Mi.  I. ml  came  wo   rownship, 

where  In-  sojourned  the  following  winter,  and  | 

i  to  mid  from  <>liin  several  times  from  thai 
ti until    1886.      In    1887   In-  was  united   in  mar- 

.iii  Ruller  County,  Ohio,  with    M  ss  S   utnnah 

M  intha.     This  lady  was  I in    Hartford  County, 

Mi.    i-i-     10,   i  H  1 7.  and  ni   1 1  >  ■  —  union  I 
born  seven  children,  -i\  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz: 
William    II..  G  rilherl    W..   Jami  -    M .. 

John  M..  <  l>  ii  les  W.  and  ( Inroliw    I 

In  1832  Mi.  Laird  purchased  his  father's  ">M 
homestead  in  Nottawn  Township,  where  be  turned 
his  atlcnl mostlj    to  agricultural   pursuits,  and 

ted  many  improvements  in  the  property,     In 
the  meantime  he  signalized  himself  the 

public-spirited  men  in  his  township,  generously 
giving  lii-   time    ond  attention  !••  the   enler| 
calculated    for  the  general   good.     He  was  instru- 

il  in  gecui  iog  i  lie  building  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
,v  Indiana  Railroad  through  the  township,  giving 
much  of  his  time  and  ■  tie  money  toward 

ii-  const >  ui  ' i- m,     I  le  was  •    Republii  an  in  pol 
and  held    tin-  i iiii  <         Count      I  ■ 

-.  besides  filling  manj  other  positions  of  trusl 
in  connection  with  tin-  I    his  neighbors  and 

fellow-citizens      An  active  member  of  thi 
tiers'  Association,   he  was  |>ossessed   i>f    the  intelli- 
gence and  forethougbl  which   n 
importance  of  preserving   b  ipliy. 

-mil   .-it  one  period  was  zealously  tome 

time  in  secut  it  lid  data  in  i  onneel  ion  « itli 

the  history  of  the    Noll    ■  <   Indians,  the  incid 

iated  "itli  tlnir  removal  from  ll  I  the 

i-niinti  v.  and  various  other  intei • 
taining  tin  reto      He  was  a  k»  --f  human 

nature  and  an  exU  ider,  and  possi 

line  fund  of  general  information,     II  -  held 

in  kindly  remembrance  by  hosts  of  friends. 
The  -ni-  :unl  daughter  of  Henry  W.  ni 
n.-ili  iMantli.i)    Laird  arc  residents   n  Men- 


don. 

I i    the  name  •■<  him  »|. 

minds    tin  A    kind-l 

useful  ami  zcn. 
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I  n.i  \Ml\    I     I'.i    I  I  ll;      - 
brick  in    n.  ip    jt< 

located   mi   section    10.  and    forms   the  nu- 
' — -*     cl 

rly  all  sid  pro- 

or,   whose    name    stands    al    tin 

h,   ranks  mi •_-   the   honored    i 

Joseph  (  ounty,  to  which   lii-  faMier  came  with   bis 
family  late  in  the  Bpring  of  1841 
the  land  «  hlch  later  l-k"  u| 

I  In-  country  at  thai   period   had    ut 
little   cultivation,  the   i 

lb-  I-  how- 

ever, the  substantial  qualities  requin 

who  came  to  this  region  at  thai  ti and 

■itli  the  ■ 
and  the  difficulties  which    are   the   invai 

ut-  of  life   in   a   new 
primitive  dwelling  in  due  time  •  mily 

children,  and  Benjomii 
the  tenth  in  •  birth,     li 

u|K>n  the  homestead  which   he  but 

under  a  more  humble  nuif  than  thai 
cnt. 
househo 

Joseph  Butli 
V  V.  and  in.ii  i  •  i  M  --  I; 

■ 

ind  not    far  from  the 

■ 
that  it  i>i>r«-  : 

•■urn 
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in  due  time  pitched    thi 
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Nottawa  Township,  this  county,  appeared  to  meet 
their  requirements,  which  were  largely  governed  by 

their  means,  and  the  lives  begun  thus  in  a  new 
country  by  the  parents  of  our  subject  ended  not 
far  from  the  spot  where  they  selected  their  pioneer 
home.  Joseph  Butler  after  an  honorable  and  up- 
righl  career  re-ted  from  his  earthly  labors  on  the 
6th  of  .Tune.  1882,  being  then  nearly  eighty-six 
years  old.  When  but  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  he 
shouldered  Ins  musket  and  proffered  his  servicesas 
a  soldier  in  assisting  to  quell  the  troubles  of  1812. 
He  was  in  the  fight  at  Black  Rock,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  lie  met  the  foe  as  unflinchingly  as  his 
comrades.  Later,  in  1832,  he  served  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  being  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Raines,  father  of  Che  late  James  Raines.  He  was  a 
man  of  conscientious  and  religious  principles,  and 
aboul  L855  identified  himself  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  remained  a  mem- 
ber for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  He  and  his 
excellent  wife  for  good  reasons  then  joined  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Mendon.  Joseph  Butler  was 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  man  of  true  benevolence, 
ever  ready  to  a>sist  those  in  need,  tendering  his 
charities  in  that  unostentatious  manner  which  un- 
derlies the  true  principles  of  Christianity.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  nearly  live  years,  her 
death  taking  place  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  in 
Mendon.  May   19,   1887. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
his  native  township,  ami  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  school.  He  had  all  his  life  long  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  seeing  nothing 
more  desirable  as  an  occupation  than  tilling  the 
heal tli t'u I  soil  and  watching  the  smiling  fields,  which 
seldom  failed  to  yield  generously  to  the  hand  of 
the  faithful  husbandman.  To  the  first  purchase  of 
the  father  more  land  was  afterward  added,  and   the 

homestead  now  embraces  230  acres  of  some  of  the 
finest  farming  land  in  the  county. 

The  marriage  of  Benjamin  F.Butler  and  Miss 
Jessie  Ann  Cattell  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Centreville,  May  19,  1863.  Mrs.  But- 
ler was  born  Feb.  2*.  1843,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Anna  (Totterdall)  Cattell.  who  were 
natives  of  Lancashire,  England.  They  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1856  with  their  family  of  nine  chil- 

*• 


dren,  and  settled  in  Nottawa  Township,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  The  father  died 
in  1858,  and  the  mother  passed  away  very  sud- 
denly, after  a  brief  illness  of  twenty-four  hours,  in 
1S74.  A  further  history  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  Charles  II.  Cattell  on  another  page  in  this 
volume. 

Mrs.  Butler  is  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  her 
parents,  having  been  born  in  Lancashire.  Feb.  28, 
1843.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  are 
two  children:  Lawrence  F.,  who  died  when  a  babe 
of  sixteen  months,  and  Cecil  A.,  who  is  now 
eighteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Butler  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1884  put  up  his  present  residence,  and  is 
accredited  with  one  of  the  pleasantest  homes  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  lie  has  lived  quietly  and  unosten- 
tatiously, meddling  very  little  with  public  affairs. 
He  keeps  himself  well  posted,  however,  upon  cur- 
rent events,  and  upon  election  day  gives  his  un- 
qualified support  to  the  Democratic  party. 


C.  WELLESLEY  has  been  identified  with  the 
business  and  social  interests  of  St.  Joseph 
■  _->  County  for  forty  years,  lie  having  estab- 
lished himself  at  Colon,  as  merchant  tailor  in  1848, 
and  is  still  carrying  on  that  business  in  this  town. 
He  is  a  native  of  England,  born  in  1814,  the  second 
in  the  family  of  ten  children  of  Edward  and  Ame- 
lia (Potter)  Wellesley,  natives  of  England.  They 
were  lifelong  residents  of  their  birthplace,  their 
death  occurring  a  great  many  years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  and  carefully  trained  by  his  good  parents  to  a 
life  of  industry  anil  honesty.  When  a  young  man, 
full  of  energy  and  ambitious  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world,  he  decided  to  emigrate  to  America,  and 
embarked  from  Liverpool  in  the  American  sailing- 
\  esse]  "Washington,"  bound  for  this  country.  After 
a  long  and  tempestuous  ocean  voyage  of  six  weeks, 
he  landed  at  New  York  City  in  November,  1832. 
He  remained  in  the  East  some  two  or  three  years, 
working  in  different  cities.  He  also  worked  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  Erie  County,  that  State,  he 
met   Miss  Jane   Van  Wormer,  who  became  his  wife 
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in  1835  She  iru  born  in  New  i'ork  in  1819,  tli<- 
Urn. I  child  of  ■  illdrcn  "t  '  li.nl.  -         I 

heth    i  Miri  wood)    \  nn    \\  ••!  mer,    n ■■  New 

^  ..i  k,    being  | >i -  1 1  ol    the  •■••  '    the 

:  Sherwood  w        I         iln  in 
ill.    nn\  j  .lui  hi.   Lin    Ri  irolul lonarj   '•'  ortly 

mm  riage  Mi    Welleslej     lo  Miehi    in, and 

woi ked    al    in -'    al    In-    trade  in    I letroil     w 

( ! i\ ,     In  the  next  \  ■  .  he  settled  In 

u  i  litcnaw    (  ountj .   w here  he  i 
shop.     He  staid  there   bul  a  few   years,  bow  - 
Bvi  i .  in. ivin      n  1838  to  1    liana,  where  he  was  en- 
ilor   for  -i. in.-  i.  n  j  ■  u s,     I  le   was  .-i 
rcsidenl  o  ite  rlui  ing  the  i  idling  cani| 

•  l.uii  upon  the  election  o(  Harrison  nnd  ryler, 
and  rode  »iili  the  Hon.  Schuyler  (  olfax  over  the 
old  Tippecanoe  battle-ground.     In  18-18  Mr.   Wei- 

lesley  made  i therand  Qnal  move,  and  we  find  him 

comfortably   established  in  Colon.     Then 
mill    here  nl    that   time  it   drew  quite  n  nurohi 

■hi-  to  tin-  town,  .'iiul  made  trade  lively  for 
him.  He  built  a  small  house  nnd  opened  a  hut- 
chant  tailor's  store,  and    in  1864,  In-  business 

I ii  -ii   profitable  thai  he  w-is  enabled  t<>  build  a 

commodious  frame  structure,  in  which  he  had  one 
of   the  best    appointed   stores  of   the   kind   in  this 

ity.      He   ' "ii  i  ied   n    lai  ge   nnd    well-assi 
Btoi  k  i  Is,  and  was  doing  an  extensi t e  bu 

when  lif  met  with  a  severe  losa  in  1886,  lii>  build- 
ing being  consumed  by  Bre.  He  now  works  in 
( todfrej  's  Block  in  ( 'olon. 

Mr.    w  .ii.  -I.  \     has    been    three  t  iroes 
The  wife  of    his  early  manhood,  n  most   estimable 
woman,  who  had  faithfully  devoted  her  life  to  him 
and  their  children,  was  in  In  in  invalid, 

l  I. ..in  of  that  mat  our  of 

whom  are  li\  ing :  E.  P.  residi  >      i  I 

Mrs    ii" Li  esides  in  Three  B 

is  married  and  resides  in  Union  <  ity  .  \\  illinr    \ 

a  tailor  by   trade,   lives    in  »  i  ilon. 

second  marriage  took  place  in  Elk  nty,  In. I.. 

when  he  was  united  to  Anna  M.  J.  B 

was  born  in  Sal  unty,  ^    V..  in  1818,  bi 

the  fourth  of  ten  children  "f  John  an 

diet,  nativi  Ni  »   York.     Her  father  w    - 

penter  and  Joiner  by  trade  and 

ll.    g  deceased       Mrs    Wellesley's  mother  survived 


her  husband's 

the  i  ipc  ol 

departed  this  life  Jan.  16,  I 

some  weeks.     vi"  w  ns  a  truly  g I  w< 

respected  by   ill  who  knew  her  foi  hei  many  »m 
qualities.    <  lur  sulij 
I,  1873,  to  M  Ellen  B< 

\    V.  and  ad 
line  ( Nun  I  leuscn  |  I  .irili 

in    1845.      1 1 ■  i    p 

in. I  settled  in  Detroit  when  it  was  n  small 
I  in  \  came  lo  <  "Inn  and  spent  tin 
In. m.  '■! -  -    w 

-In. 1 1    illness,     SI  ■  ne  of   the 

noblest  "f   » en,  beloved  by  nil  who  h 

ami  her  death  was  n  loss  to  the  communil 

Mi.    VVellesley  hn  an    important    part 

irs,   always  taking 

anything    thai    in  any  wa)  promotes  th inl   or 

material  welfare  of  Hi mmunity,  and  i 

i  the  '■." n  in  some  official  I 

Postmaster  of  <  olon    for  upward  of   twenty-four 
\  eai  -.  n  ceiving   his  appoii 
from  President    Lincoln,  and  has  held  ma 
offices;     He  is  activi  :  the 

leading  members  of   the   Republican  party  ii 
county,  having  be< 

ir  for  foi 
to  thi  ntion  of  I  — 

cially,  In-  i-    -i  prominent    K  i 

•  r  in   tin  -   held 

-    in    tin     i 
identified    with  the    [.  O.   O.  1       -   K  •  Irand 

ative  t"  the  <  Irand  Lod 
son  in  th. 


IK  AM  hi;  VPER,     \  old  and  much 

| 

vember,  1808,  in   \ 

- 

'i  i>rk. 
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where  they  settled  in  Allegany  County,  which  was 
his  home  until  the  fall  of  1836,  when  lie  emigrated 
to  this  State,  settling  in  Colon  Township,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside. 

In  tirst  making  his  home  here  Mr.  Draper  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land.  To  this  he  added  from 
time  to  time,  as  he  became  able,  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  over  ;hiii  acres,  over  200  of  which  is  under 
the  plow.  He  provided  good  farm  buildings,  sub- 
stantially erected  and  conveniently  arranged.  He 
also  has;  continued  to  make  good  and  valuable  im- 
provements from  time  to  time,  and  has  been  care- 
ful to  keep  his  land  in  the  Inchest  possible  state  of 
cultivation.  He  has  seen  the  country  pass  from  the 
Territory  to  the  State,  and  watched  with  pride  it- 
magnificent  onward  march  in  civilization,  commer- 
cial importance  and  National  influence,  and  in  his 
younger,  more  active  days  was  not  behind  his  fel- 
lows in  helping  to  make  Michigan  what  it  is. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  four  times  married; 
first  while  in  Allegany  County.  X.  Y..  in  1829,  to 
June  Couch.  This  lady  was  born  in  that  county, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  Couch. 
Of  this  union  there  were  born  three  children,  of 
whom  his  son  Charles,  of  Kalamazoo  County,  is  the 
sole  surviving  member.  This  wife  died  in  1834. 
He  suffered  the  desolation  and  loneliness  consequent 
upon  this  bereavement  until  the  year  1837,  when  he 
became  the  husband  of  .Mrs.  Lydia  (Weaver)  Hollen- 
baek.  a  native  of  the  Empire  State;  of  this  marriage 
there  were  bom  two  children — Eunice  and  Benja- 
min. The  former  is  happily  married  to  Andrew 
Gibson,  and  resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  the  latter  is 
a  resident  of  Coin,  Page  Co..  Iowa,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming.  Mr.  D.'s  second  wife  died  in  Burr  Oak 
Township. on  the  29th  of  February,  1840.  He  was 
again  married,  the  lady  being  Calista  Wilcox,  who 
was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y..Jan.  15,  1801, 
and  died  June  23,  1867.  He  was  a  fourth  time  mar- 
ried, Jan.  8,  1868,  to  Frances  Innman;  she  was  born 
in  New  York.  April  14,  1818,  and  has'one  daughter, 
Mary  1...  by  her  first  marriage.  Mrs.  Draper's  first 
husband's  name  was  Francis  Dupaul. 

Mr.  Draper  has  held  several  of  the  offices  of  the 
township,  and  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  A  It  hough  he  has  retired 
from  any  active  participation  in  the  various  politi- 


cal  campaigns,  he  is  by  no  means  the  less  interested 
in  political  affairs.  He  is.  and  always  has  been,  a 
stanch  Republican. 

Mr.  Draper  was  active  in  the  matter  of  introduc- 
ing the  Air-Line  Railroad  from  Jackson  to  Niles, 
and  other  enterprises.  At  the  time  of  the  war,  as 
far  as  was  possible,  he  showed  the  greatest  willing- 
ness and  anxiety  to  help  in  its  suppression,  and  was 
extremely  anxious  that  in  some  way  that  end  should 
be  attained  without  the  needless  expenditure  and 
loss  of  life,  treasure  and  property. 


()1IN  BAUMEISTER,  whose  farm  is  situated 

on  section  2  of  Burr  ( )ak  Township  and  com- 
prises eighty  acres,  is  a  native  of  Wurtem- 
berg.  South  Germany,  where  he  was  born  in 
the  year  18.">4.  The  education  within  the  possi- 
bility of  his  attainment  was  by  no  means  extensive. 
lie  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver  of  linen,  and  be- 
came an  expert  workman.  This  article  of  house- 
hold use  was  formerly  in  general  use  for  fine  wear 
for  the  person,  and  in  both  chamber  and  dining- 
room,  but  now  it  is  almost  solely  relegated  to  the 
latter.  Of  all  countries  where  this  article  is  made 
none  can  compare  with  the  beautiful,  heavy  Ger- 
man linen,  which  is  almost  entirely  made  by  hand. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  emigrated  to  New  York 
in  1854.  His  tirst  home  was  in  Pike  County,  Pa., 
but  after  one  year  spent  in  that  district  he  came  to 
this  county,  and  located  at  Burr  Oak,  where  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  forty  acres.  This  he  has  largely  improved 
and  cultivated  assiduously.  The  result  of  his  en- 
terprise is  apparent,  and  may  be  seen  in  every  di- 
rection upon  his  property. 

Tlie  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
this  county.  Nov.  20,  1859,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Sophia  Stu.ll,  (laughter  of  Barney  and  Eliza- 
beth Stull.  of  Burr  Oak.  There  has  been  born  to 
them  one  son.  who  bears  the  name  of  George  W  ., 
and  who  is  still  living  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Baumeister  is  one  of  the  leading  German- 
Americans  of  the  county.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
risen  to  his  present  position  as  the  result  of  his  ov  a 
well-directed   and    perseveringly    sustained    effort. 
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I !     ,    broad  and  liberal  in    in-  \  i.»-  on  n 

1  and  i  cligious  impoi  t,     II'   is  <  mc  ol  '  i" 
memhei 1  and   snpi               '  the    Luthci  an  *  hurch, 
.,1  I ',um  Onk,  and  at  the  same  time  one  ol  the  most 
able.     Hi-  home  is  the  abode  <•!  culture,  reflncmcnl 
and  I  Ic  haa  gi>  en  hi '  lie  beat  edu- 

cational  opportunities,  in   which  nccomplishn 
have  also  found  a    place,  and   is  happ)  in  knowing 
thai  uid  the  opj»or1  uni- 

ties inllv  utilized  b)  lii-  son,  »li<>  is  now  the  hus- 
bnnd  ol  Miss  Kiln  frost,  daughter  "t  John  and 
llannnh  Prost,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  wcdloi  I* 
mi  (  olon,  Jan  -      l  he  -<>n  own-  fort) 

of   land,  and   is   farming  i mnection   with    his 

father,  Tho)  make  a  specialt)  of  raising  Vmeri- 
can  Merino  sheep  and  l*oland-<  hina  hogs,  and  are 
quite  successful  in  ihi-  line  ol  business. 

CHARLES.  II  I  \  I  I  ELL,  whose  beautiful 
hum,'  and  admirably  conducted  fertile  farm 
i"  situated  on  seel  ion    15  ol    Mendon  Town- 

ship,  i- >>f  tli*-  mosl  capable  and  valued  citizens 

of   In-   district.      His   father,    William  Cattell,  was 
a  native         ~        rselshire,    England,    as   wat 
his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was   Ann      I 
iImII.     Mi-   parents  were  there  married,  and    made 
their  home   until  about  tin-  yeai    1856,  when  they 
came   to  this  country,   bringing   with    them 
familj    of   nine   children,  and  settling  on   N 

prairie,    where   the)    made   their  I ■   until    their 

i    Mi-  father  died  in  i  B58,  his  mother  in  I  87  I. 

Mil  illness  of  twenty-four  hours  only.     The) 

wero  both  much   esteemed   in  1 1 » *  -  community,  and 

their  home  was  one  of  the  brightest ;  in  their  death 

tli mmunit)  stistai 1  i  I"""  that  was  full) 

iced, 

Our  subject   was    the    fifth   child    in    the   al 
family,     He  was  born   in  the  same  county  as    ln- 
parenta,  and  <>n  the  loth  "f  July,  1835      His  early 
life  was  spenl  in  England  and  there  also  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained.     He  accompanied  bis  f:itl" 

the  i 1 1 . - >  t,.  America  in  the  spring   <'f  1856,  tho 

mother  and  remaining  members  of  the  family  join- 
them  in  the  fall  of  that  year,     !!»•  has  madehis 


r 


homi 

employment   M 

i-  in  v  N  I     • 

,,r  the  best  in  thin  pni  i  ••(  the  count  \       I  !• 

I >•- 1 ■<  1<  •  I  no  little  thought  and  enro  upon  it  in  tin 

dea>  "i  '"i g  it   i"  '  ible  condil  ii  m    Hi 

ii  i-  madi  hie  impi 

mikI  en  jo)  "  good  - 

Mr.  Cattell  has  i  twici   mai 

i  of  Mai        1871,  when  In 

the  hand  "f  Ma i  \  andei  mark,  of  L 

lad)   was  born  to  John   and   Jane    Vnnde 
Leonidas,   April    I.  1844.     Tin  ee   •  liildi  en    Itli 
their  union,  viz i  Addic  J., 
.1       I  In-  wife  died  on  tlic   .''I  «>f  Juni 
second  mai  i  iage  was  e<  lelu  itcd   in  1 

Ohio,  where,  on  Jan.    27,   1881,  he   -' I    lx 

the  altar  with  Alice    Haiti,  the   estimable  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and    Susan   linn.     She   was   born    in 
ville,  I  ity,  June  22,  I  855.    Sh 

ented    her    husband    "itli    one    beautiful   little 
daughter,  who  bears  the 

Mi    i    .11,11  In-  been  called   <i | ••  >n   by   bis   fellow. 

■  ii-  !■>« nship  •  I  he 

Iways  done  so   in   a   way   that  has   shown   tin- 

"  i-'l "f  the  selection,    II 

gentleman,  iutelligi 

ind  unimpeachable  honor.     I  i 
voting  the  i ' 

the  p  nting  tin  I  <>f 

one  of  the  most  happ)  inty, 

and,  » itli  In-  » ife,  i-  do 
1  influent 


J\  M  I  -  i  ■   SMITH,     though  not  verj  Ii 
proprietor  ■  •:  1.1  lur- 

ing i  if  a    bus) 

g i  r  hi* 

old  B 

■  l  born  in  tl 

N.  Y.,  Di       19,  1843, 
your  i  children  "f  James,  Sr.,  ai      \ 

( V icker)  \  Smith,  who  • 
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Comity.  There  also  they  were  reared  and  married, 
and  lived  until  the  death  of  the  mother,  which  oc- 
curred in  1845.  The  father  subsequently  changed 
his  residence  to  Albany  County,  where  he  spent  his 
last  years,  passing  away  about  1876.  Of  their  three 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  five  are  now  living,  and 
located  mostly  in  Saratoga  and  Albany  Counties. 
N.  Y. 

Mr.  Smith  was  reared  at  his  father's  country 
homestead  in  his  native  county,  where  he  lived  until 
a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  acquiring  a  common- 
school  education  and  becoming  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  His  mother  had  died  when  he 
was  a  lad  of  two  years,  and  from  his  youth  up  he 
was  largely  dependent  upon  himself,  and  formed  the 
habits  of  industry  and  economy  which  have  paved 
the  way  to  his  success  in  life.  Upon  leaving  home 
about  1861,  he  went  into  Orleans  County,  X.  Y., 
and  for  one  year  was  employed  there  on  a  farm  by 
the  mouth.  Later  he  took  up  the  science  of  agri- 
culture on  his  own  hook,  operating  four  years  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  until  about   1866. 

Our  subject  now  migrated  to  Southern  Michigan, 
and  sojourned  a  period  of  a  few  months  in  Brady 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  Then  returning  to 
his  native  State  he  lived  in  ( (rleans  County,  carrying 
on  farming  until  May,  1881.  He  now  decided  to 
locate  permanently  in  this  county,  and  accordingly 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  Mention  Township. 
Here  he  has  136  acres  of  good  land  with  suitable 
buildings,  a  fair  assortment  of  farm  machinery,  live 
stock,  and  the  general  appliances  of  the  well-regu- 
lated country  estate. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1863,  occurred  a  most 
interesting  event  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  viz: 
his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in  Orleans 
County,  X.  Y.,  the  bride  being  Miss  Hattie  Y. 
Flint.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Albion,  and  died 
at  their  home  in  Orleans  County.  Jan.  14,  1879, 
leaving  no  children.  Mr.  Smith  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance  in  Kalamazoo  County,  this 
State.  June  7.  1881,  with  Miss  Emma  Paine.  Mrs. 
Emma  Smith  was  born  in  Barre,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  23,  1858,  ami  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  A.  (Bates)  Paine,  being  the  third  inafamilyof 
ten  children.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Buffalo, 
and  are  now  residents  of  Orleans  County.       All  of 


their    children   are  living,    and    located    mostly  in 
Orleans  County.  N.  Y. 

Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son — 
Hattie.  May  and  James  O.  Mr.  Smith  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  A.  Lincoln,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  reliable  members  of  the  Republican  party. 


^  ENRY  DRIESBAC1I,  Superintendent  of  the 
l  County  Farm,  was  placed  in  charge  of  this 
institution  in  the  year  1884,  and  in  the  dis- 
(.(§))  charge  of  his  responsible  duties  has  acquit- 
ted himself  with  great  credit.  It  is  a  position 
difficult  to  fill,  one  requiring  great  tact  and  good 
judgment,  and  one  to  which  the  present  incumbent 
seems  thoroughly  adapted.  The  farm  comprises 
isii  acres  of  land  located  on  section  5,  Fawn  River 
Township,  and  accommodates  twenty-nine  depend- 
ants of  the  county,  some  of  whom  are  able  to  as- 
sist in  its  labors,  and  some  of  whom  are  not.  The 
land  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  yielding 
under  its  present  good  management  sufficient  to 
maintain  its  beneficiaries  in  a  comfortable   manner. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Clarence  Township, 
Erie  Co,  X.  Y.,  Aug.  7.  1829,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Susan  (Ilershey )  Driesbach,  the  former 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Holland-Dutch 
ancestry,  and  the  latter  born  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  The  father  began  life  April  3,  1800,  was  a 
tradesman,  and  also  followed  coopering  until  1848, 
in  Wiliiamsville.  X.  Y.  The  parents  lived  in  Erie 
County.  X.  Y..  where  the  father  died  in  1885;  the 
mother  is  still  living.  Their  family  included  four 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  His 
younger  sister,  Harriet,  the  widow  of  Charles  C. 
Grove,  is  living  near  Buffalo,  Erie  Co..  X.  Y. ; 
Isaac  learned  the  coopering  trade  of  his  father,  and 
located  in  Memphis.  Tenn.,  where  his  death  took 
place  about  1872;  William  was  married  in  Erie 
County.  X.  Y.,  where  he  died  about  1886. 

Our  subject  left  the  Keystone  State  when  a  man 
of  thirty  years,  in  1859,  and  coming  to  this  county, 
settled  in  Sturgis  Township.  He  had  learned  black- 
smithing'  in  Xew  York,  but  after  coming  to  Michi- 
gan engaged  in    butchering,  which   he   followed    in 
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i-  ti\ .  j oars,     hi 

•  I  nboul  tlin  c  mill  -  west  "t  the  i  l    unity 

iculturnl  pur- 

-mi -.     I  | litis  he  lived  until  IHH4,  and  then  lefl 

it  in  i  Iimi  ge  "i  BenJ  iMiin  B  iker. 

i  iiii  su  liji  i  i  was  inn  i  ii-il.  in  I  -  ■     to  M       II 
n   i  nmphi  II.  n  In.  was  liorn  in  l  -  inty  , 

\    \  .  : 1 1 1 < I  lathed  of  Matthew   and    Calh- 

mphell,  the   father   :i   prominent 
in  mi.  i  .in.  user  of  trie  <  ounty  .  N    1 

parents  were  natives  ol  Pennsylvai    i       roMr.  and 

Mrs,  Driesbaeh  there  have  been  ' Bis  children, 

i » ns  and  four  daughters:  Han  el  \    Is  the  wife 

I'bomas   Burton,   engaged   in   farming    nl    Bun 
Oak;  Henry    i-    farming    in    \  h     in  County,  ilii- 
K  IUie  S.  i-  nurse  in  the  city  In  Buf- 
falo, N.  ^ . ;  Hen  Is  at  l> ,   I 

rk  I "i  the  »  holesale  hardware  flrmol  Shep| 
&  <  ....  in  Bufl  ilo,  N,  ^  . ;  and  Kiln  M.  died  in  1 1*55. 
Mrs.  Driesbaeh  died  in  1870.     Mr.  I  >    »  isn  second 
time  mairied,  in  1871,  to  Mrs   Kate  S.  Haw  k.  w 'idow 
uf  Hi.   Inii    i    rayetti   I  law  k,  hei  maiden  name 

Mrs.  I'   hi-  two  children  by  her   flrsl    mar- 
lerick  L. 
Mi    Driesbai  h  has  been  quite  prominenl  in   local 

•  I  Si  I I    I  >i- 

rector  in  In-  township,  aud  identifying  himself  "iili 
the  various  enterprises  tending  to  the  prosperity  <.f 
ii-  people.  Hi-  was  Su|wrvisoi  of  the  township 
lour  years,  has  also  held  the  ofllci  "i  I'owntliip 
urer  two  j  eai  -.  and  thai  of  I  ligli«  ay  I 

ll>\l  1    (    VRPEN  I  I  K.  the  owm 
\^      ol    the   fines!    farm-    in    Bun  «u- 

ship,  ilii-  county    a  | r   mnn  in 

lb.  *  I  li'  Iii. I  mndc  the 

hi. I  from    l  <  "imi y .  N.  ^  ..  «  iili  :\ 

team  of  horses  and 
in  money  w  i 1 1  •  w  hich  to  secure  i 
of  land,  and  with   this  limited   capital  commi 
in  earnest  the  -  from  which  hi 

with  fly  ii  •  detail   the  •   and 

struggles  which  he  endured  in  bring  I  t <  > 

cultivation  and  building   up  for  hi 
-*• 


and  i 

ulntc   tin 
told  in  conni  cl  i>m  w  iili  tin-  • 

that  he  i 
the  mi  men  "i   his  communit  •. 

the   rcpul 

-i  prosperous.     He  looked  u|x>n  t  on  of 

the  count  ry  in 

ii  :i   n  armci    interest    in  • '  li   and 

pei  il 

Mr.  (  arpenter  was   born   in  w 
\|     -  .   Vpril  I'T.  1810,  and  i-  consequently 
hi-  foursi  ■  1  rom    S'ev 

I  jii-  (  •  .ii ii t  y,  X.  ^  with 

a   brother-in-law    in  i  li>.  \  icinil  .  ille, 

where  he  lived  and  carried  on  farming  until 
Hi-  nexl  i.-iii"i  al  was  to  this  county  .    His 
erick  and  Kun 

ii    and    Massuchu- 
and  the  maternal 
■i  old    Revolutionary    Boldii  I  bis 

i  -  in  the  :u  in \  and  Ii\  •''!  i" 
ng  the  independence  "t  thi  I 
ward    lie  settled   upon   a   farm   in    the  vicinit 
1    •-  .  and  tbei  •  i 

erick  <  arpenter  cl< 
at  Iii-  home  in    Mass 

died  in    N  Their  i  in- 

cluded thirteen  cbildi  ■ 

\|.    i  arpenter  upon  coming  to  this  pur- 

i  eighty  acres  of  land  on  -■ 
now  included  in  Iii-  pi ■ 
dded  tint  il  his 

•  •nt  him  all  the  comforts  of  raw 
including  !_-<mm|    buildings,   fruit 
shrubbery,  bai  and    mo  bin- 

1  |l-     .   ..I! 
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end  marriage,  with  Miss  Amanda  Worden,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  in  1833.  The  parents  of  the 
present  Mrs.  Carpenter  spent  their  last  years  in 
New  York.  Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there 
were  born  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  one  of 
whom,  Eugene,  died  Sept.  24,  18.35,  when  an  in- 
fant of  six  months.  Their  eldest  son,  Frederick,  is 
a  prosperous  fanner  of  Burr  ( >ak  Township;  Ida  is 
the  wife  of  Lorentus  Toiler,  and  Jennie  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Turnbull.  both  well-to-do  farmers  of 
Burr  Oak  Township:  Rose  was  married  to  Lester 
Perrin,  <>f  Sherman  Township,  and  died  Jan.  21. 
1874.  and  Charles  died  in  1862.  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Jack- 
son, and  tnr  many  years  has  been  a  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 


?B-0^ 


> 


y/A    M.   GRAHAM,   who  holds  a  good  position 
among  the  members  of  the  legal  profession 


in  Burr  Oak.  established  at  this  place  on 
the  1st  of  December,  ls74.  He  was  born 
in  Madison  Township,  Lenawee  County,  this  State, 
Oct.  1.  1841,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county.  His  parents,  Wil- 
marth  ami  Sarah  (Coats)  Graham,  were  natives  of 
New  York  Slate,  and  of  Scotch  descent.  The  pa- 
ternal great-grandfather  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  left  their  native  State 
soon  after  their  marriage,  and  emigrated  to  Lena- 
wee County.  Mich.,  where  the  father  secured  a 
tract  of  land  and  carried  on  fanning  until  l.s.~>S: 
he  then  removed  to  Burr  Oak,  where  lie  remained 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  Feb.  22,  1866. 
The  mother  died  Jan.  ('..  1889.  The  household  cir- 
cle embraced  two  children  only,  our  subject  and 
hi-  sister  Adelia.  The  latter  now  resides  at  Charle- 
voix. Midi.,  and  is  the  wife  of  Lorenzo  B.  Porter. 
Young  Graham  continued  with  his  parents  on 
the  farm  in  his  native  township  until  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  Dec.  11,  1866.  His  bride  was  Miss 
Lorena  Porter;  she  lived  not  quite  two  years  after 
her  marriage,  her  death  taking  place  in  September, 
1  868.  Mr.  Graham,  in  July.  1869,  was  the  second 
time  married,  to  Mrs.  Augusta Tobey,  of  Burr  Oak, 

<■  


and  the  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Jane  Sanborn, 
who  were  natives  of  Massachusetts;  the  former  is 
now  dead,  but  the  latter  is  still  living.  Of  this 
union  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Jennie. 

Mr.  Graham  has  worked  his  own  way  up  in  the 
world,  having  no  capital  to  begin  with,  and  has  at- 
tained to  his  present  position  solely  by  his  own 
efforts.  He  taught  school  a  few  terms,  and  went 
from  the  farm  into  a  law  office  at  Burr  Oak,  where 
he  made  good  use  of  his  time,  keeping  his  eyes 
open  to  what  was  going  on  around  him.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  during  the  last  year  of  the  war,  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy,  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi Squadron,  which  operated  on  the  Mississippi, 
Tennessee,  Ohio  and  Cumberland  Rivers.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  discharged,  July  28,  1865, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Burr  Oak. 

Our  subject  was  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party  until  1876,  when  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Green  backers,  and  with  them  has  since  been  an 
active  worker.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  Burr  Oak  two  terms,  and  was  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner  in  St.  Joseph  County  the 
same  length  of  time.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  His  home  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated  at  the  corner  of  Henry  and  Second  streets. 


.i.      . .  .  „ 


(jp^A  AMUEL  AM  Ess.  Among  the  well-known, 
^^  respected  and  patriotic  citizens  of  Burr  ( )ak 
VVs—Jr  Township,  none  are  more  worthy  of  a  place 
in  this  volume  than  he  whose  history  is 
here  brief!}'  sketched.  Mr.  Amess  is  a  native  of 
Norfolk.  England,  and  was  born  in  August.  1819. 
He  came  to  America  in  the  year  1851.  In  England 
he  had  been  a  day  laborer,  and  followed  the  same 
when  beginning  life  here.  By  care,  management 
and  frugality,  coupled  with  honest  manly  effort,  he 
has  made  his  way  to  his  present  most  creditable 
position  in  society.  The  maiden  name  of  the  ex- 
cellent wife  of  our  subject  was  Nancy  Doughty, 
the  daughter  of  John  Doughty,  who  was  also  a 
laborer  in  England.  Our  subject  first  came  to 
America  alone,  and  after  he  had  saved  sufficient 
money  he  sent  for  his    wife  and    little  one.     Their 
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I ■  •  •  1 1 1 •   In  -  i 111   the   \  icinitj    ol    Bnn   0 

I  n  tlir  \  in  i  BC2  1 1"  si  i  'in  ski  i'li  cnl 

In    tin'    I  ii Ai  m\ .  I  a  member  ol   the 

1 7ih  New  t  "i  k  Battery.  and  served  from  thai  lime 
until  the  close  •  ■!   the  war,     ll<-   was  in  the    hide- 
pendent  Battel y,  anrl  took  pari  in  many  of  tin 
•  iiirnts  and  ski shes, 

Bi  i  eh  iug  mii  In i able  'ii-'  liai ge  :it   i In1  i  \ i 

1 1. mi  .ii   lii-  militai  "in  gubji  cl  retui  ned  t" 

In- In. inf.  inn!  once  mor<  I  in  the  struggle  to 

belter  the  condition  in  life.of  himself  and  family, 

and  provide  ething  against  the  lime  when  be 

would  be  unable  to  continue  arduous  toil.    Realizing 
tin-  oppoi lunily  thai  i  ded  in  tin-  grand Ij 

country,  he  made  the  most  ol  it,  and  was  at  all  ti - 

ed  i"  tin-  utmost  bj  In-  wife,  »li"  has  been  a 
nobly  true  and  failhful  woman  in  ever}  relation  of 
life. 

Our  subject  and   wife  have   but    one  daughter, 

M.-n\  A.,  who  is  the  wifi  ol    William    Watson ■ 

«.|    tin-  well-to-do  and    prosperous  farmer  of  Burr 

I         -i  She  was  born  in   England,  on   the 

5th  "i  Si  pi'  lulu  i .  IUA5.     I  lir  parents  and  mI-.>  ber- 

ind  husband  are  accorded  the  esteem  ol  the  com- 

munity.  and  are  regarded  as  worthy  and  honorable 

members   of  Ihc  sn Mrs.   Amess   ittends    i  I >«• 

Methodist  [Mil    ( 'hurch,  and  in   politics  M  i . 

\  B   publican. 
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ORYDON  <   ROOKS  is  one  of  ihe  most  relia- 
ble and  thrift}  ir  ( Ink   Tow  n- 
sliip.     He  is  a  native  of   Delaware   County, 
Ohio,  and  was  bori                ord  on  the  tilh  of  July, 

Pennsylvania  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  "f  our 
subject,  was  Susannah  Cowles.     They  were  tin 
fiii-  i>i  Ave  children,  t»"  sons  and  three  daugli 
\  lor  he  left  school  our  subject  was   apprent 
t.>   learn  the  enrpentr)  trade,  and  became  quit 
able   mechanic.     He   continued  to  follow  lii-  I 
fin ■  :iImi ni  fort)  years,  during  which  time  he 
in    Indiana.      In    April   "i    1849  he  was  married,  in 
Steuben  County,  lud.,  to  Mi-.  Deborah  Becbe,  the 


» ife  "I  "in  -ii 

■  in  Knox  until  hci 

made  hci  I ic  «  1 1 1  •  liei  |M)i  • 

mother   "i    one    son,  »ii name  is  Amos   D 

I  ..-Inn,    Ind. 

\l  i    ks   migrated    to   Michigan   in  IRK  I,  and 

woi  ked  at  In-  i  rade,  but  also  too 
which  be  proceeded  i"  impro\  e.     1 1  i  lii- 

-i,ii   owns  I  "f  which  i-  well  improved 

and  highly  cultivated  ;  Ii 

Mi      I  -'null  in<  mb(  'i  "f 

Day  S  'I  In-  been  in  thai  n  lal  ion  ■ 

The  political  «\  mpathies 
with  the  Republican  party,  with  which  be  I. 
voted  since  ba>  iul'  the  right  so  t"  'I". 
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I    IMES  l  .   SEAi  II;       I    ■     •     Jecl    ol 
sketch    arrived    in    tlii-    county  from    ; 
port,    N  iagm  n    Co..    V    ^  .    in    I  >< 
neni ly  twcnl \  »,  and  has 

.  I  within  ii-  limits.     During  this  time  l 

i  in  local  niiirr 

of  the  \  ■        H'il.  and   is  at  pn  - 

the  !'■  ii  e.   lb  Y., 

mill  i>  the  -"ii  of  B.  E.  and  E\ 

:il-"   nal 
The   fatbi 

\    V..  but    Inter  turned   I 
I'm i  mil  (    land   in  i ' 

(  "iml  \ ,    N.    Y.,    »  aii< I 

died  in  February, 
William  v 

M  i     S 
tendi 
at  Buffnlo.  N    '^ 

ing,      Later,  foi  pei n"l    «>f 

f,.r 

an  ini|i"i ting  lion* 
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I    to    Miss  i  ia  A.  I  linm  i 
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English  descent.  The  first  representative  of  his 
family  in  this  country  crossed  the  ocean  in  the 
"Mayflower"  in  1620.  Cornelia  A.  completed  her 
education  in  the  city  schools  of  Lockport,  N.  Y. 
She  employed  herself  as  a  teacher  before  her  mar- 
riage,  which  took  place  in  her  native  county.  After 
1865  Mr.  Seaver  followed  farming  until  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  western  portion  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Burr  Oak,  where  he  now  lives. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seaver  consists  of 
five  children,  namely:  Julia,  Beverly  E.,  Nelson  H., 
Edgar  and  Herbert.  Mr.  Seaver,  politically,  affil- 
iates with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  an  active 
supporter  of  its  principles.  He  identified  himself 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  336,  at  Medina.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  the  matters  of  importance  to  the  com- 
munity in  general,  and  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  offices  of   trust  and  responsibility. 
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If  OSEPH  C.  STOWELL.  Among  the  pioneers 
of  St.  Joseph  County  none  are  held  in  higher 
regard    than    the    subject    of  this  biography. 

I(®y  Thrifty,  well-to-do,  honorable  and  upright 
in  bis  transactions,  Mr.  Stowell  presents  the  picture 
of  the  typical  pioneer  and  one  of  the  most  valued 
members  of  his  community.  He  settled  in  Burr 
Oak  Township  in  1S35,  and  has  since  been  closely 
identified  with  the  interests  of  its  people. 

The  town  of  Winchester.  Cheshire  Co.,  N.  H., 
cradled  our  subject  .seventy-eight  years  ago.  be 
having  been  born  Oct.  27,  1810.  His  parents,  Eli- 
jah and  Deborah  (Lincoln)  Stowell,  were  natives  of 

the   same    town    as   their  s the   father  born  May 

-is,  17711,  and  the  mother  July  29,  1774.  Their 
family  included  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  who 
presented  the  remarkable  circumstance  of  all  living 
to  mature  years,  marrying  and  being  settled  in 
comfortable  homes  of  their  own.  The  record  of 
their  births  is  as  follows:  Lovisa,  March  29,  1804; 
Alvah,  Oct.  8,  1805;  Paul,  Feb.  2:;.  1807;  Deborah, 
Nov.  18,  1808;  Joseph  C,  Oct.  27.1810;  Israel, 
Sept.  10,  1812;  Elijah,  Nov.  27.  I, si  1;  Abigail.  Oct. 
9,  1816;  Samuel  L.,  Nov.  1,  ISIS;  Rhoda,  April  9, 


1821  ;  Hannah,  Aug.  26,  1823,  and  Elijah  C,  March 

16,  1S27.  The  family  left  the  Old  Granite  State  in 
1819,  locating  in  Madison  Count}',  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  continued  a  resident  of  New  York 
Slate  with  his  parents  until  March,  1835,  when  he 
started  out  on  a  prospecting  tour,  visiting  this 
county.  The  following  spring  he  repeated  his  jour- 
ney, and  selected  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  11, 
in  Burr  Oak  Township,  and  which  is  now  included 
in  li is  present  homestead.  He  was  prospered  in  his 
labors  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  in  due  time  added 
eighty  acres.  He  has  100  of  this  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  has  erected  the  buildings  neces- 
sary for  his  convenience  and  comfort. 

Our  subject  was  first  married,  in  1837,  to  Miss 
Alvira  M.  Niles,  who  lived  only  one  year  after  her 
wedding.  In  March,  1840,  he  was  married  to  his 
present  wife,  then  Miss  Claravina,  daughter  of 
Mishael  and  Ruth  (Bidwell)  Beadle,  who  were  orig- 
inally from  the  town  of  Marengo,  Wayne  Co.,  N. 
Y.  In  1818  they  left  the  Empire  State,  and  settled 
near  the  town  of  Bucyrus,  Crawford  Co.,  Ohio. 
Thence  they  came  to  Michigan,  lived  for  a  time  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mottville,  and  later  removed  to 
Young's  Prairie.  In  June,  1828,  they  changed  their 
residence  to  Flowerlield,  and  in  the  summer  of  1829 
Mr.  Beadle  erected  a  small  gristmill,  which  was 
known  as  the  "corn-cracker."  It  was  of  the  primi- 
tive style  of  architecture,  and  the  flour  was  bolted 
through  book  muslin.  Mrs.  Stowell  when  a  girl 
spent  many  an  hour  shaking  this  bolt  by  hand  dur- 
ing her  father's  absence  from  the  mill.  The  ma- 
chinery of  this  mill  was  finally  modernized  by 
putting  in  buhr  grinding  stones. 

The  Black  Hawk  War  breaking  out  in  the  spring 
of  1832,  .Mishael  Beadle  joined  the  army,  but  was 
not  permitted  to  engage  in  any  active  fighting,  as 
tin'  famous  chief  was  soon  afterward  captured  and 
the  conflict  closed.  Mr.  Beadle  then  returned  home 
and  continued  his  milling  until  1832.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Fabius  Township,  but  lived  only  a 
short  time  afterward,  passing  away  in  April.  1839. 
The  widowed  mother  survived  a  period  of  eleven 
years,  lived  t<,  see  her  children  grown,  and  then 
departed  hence,  with  the  consciousness  of  having 
done  well  her  part  in  life. 

Of  the   marriage   of  our  subject  there  have  been 
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born    foui    childn  I).,  April  12,  1841 ; 

Ruth   .V.  Jan.  28,  1843:  Joseph    MM.,    i.  I  - 15, 
and  Benjamin  l   ,  March  ''■.  I>I7.     Joseph,  du 
the   late  <  i\  il   w  ar,  enlist*  d  in  I  .  i  -•'■  I.  in 

iany  K,  7th  Ml  I  

transferred  to  Company   I.     He  participated  in  the 
battle  of  the   W  ildcrness,  and  mure  bed  I     I 
burg,  where  he   niel  a  soldier's  death  June  22  of 
thai  ar.     I  lis  remains  i  ntly 

brought  home  and  laid  to  resl  in  thecemi 
by,     He   was  :i  fine  specimen  of  manhood,  n  h 
soldier,  and  was  cul  down  in  tho  flower  of  his  y< 

only  nineteen  j  eai  sof  agi     Miss  Mel iss    Stow- 
ell,  the  eldest  daughter  of  our  subject,  and  now  the 

of  the  household,  i-  :i  ladj  >•!  more  than  ordi- 
nary abilities,  and  th nfort  and  protect  i f  her 

parents  as  they  are  \  mscl 

bill  of  life.      Benjamin,  the  youngest  <>f  the  family, 
eg  with  ln>  family  on  :i  portion  of  the  In 

where  be  m  agricull 
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l    1  I  III;  GRAVES,  n   repi  mcr 

5   ,.i   St.  Joseph  County,  i*  the  son  of  Joseph 
A    Graves,  thai    well-known   pioneer,  win 
tahlished  himself  in  the  embryo  eommunil 
0        I   iwnsbip  :i-  earlj    as   February,   1833,  while 

S 
of  the  Iattei  was  Vermont,  and  he  was  born  in  the 
ti.u  n  of  Barton,  i  Irleans  <  ounl       '         10,  1 7:M . 

left  the  <  Ireen   Mount- 
ain State  in  I82G,  and   making   his 
(  •  > u  1 1 1  \ .    \     i".,  soji  lurned    there  a   period   i 
I  carried  on  farmin  .    Hi   starti  I  foi 
igan  in  the  winter  of  1832       v  that   lime  the  <  hi- 

•  l"u rn pike  had  been  sui 
strueted,  although  no  I 
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V  1  . 
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'    that  tun'  ildren,  t« 
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motlu  i .  M  ii  in 

June,    1 7'.i7.   in   Barton,  < »i 

the  d  of  Elijah  Sanborn,  :i  miller.    - 

Jul}  G,  I  - 

ful  Mini   kind,  and 
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Mary,  Maude  and  Mabel,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
twelve  years  of  age  Oct.  11.  1888.  The  Graves 
property  consists  of  160  acres  of  land  in  a  highly 
fertile  condition,  with  good  improvements.  The 
proprietor  is  industrious,  frugal,  and  in  good  cir- 
cumstances. 

It  is  with  pleasure  thai  we  present  the  portrait  of 
this  estimable  gentleman  in  this  volume. 


HINEAS  FARRAND.     This  gentleman  oc- 
));   cupies  a  prominent  place   among  the  citi- 
zens of  his  neighbor! d,  and  i>  among  the 

old  residents  of  Colon  Township,  one  who 
has  played  no  mean  part  in  the  development  and 
growth  of  the  county,  and  who  bore  to  the  full  the 
peculiar  difficulties  and  trials  connected  with  pio- 
neer life.  His  father,  Joseph  Farrand,  was  born  in 
Morris  County.  N.  J.  His  mother,  before  her  mar- 
riage, bore  the  name  of  Jolia  Compson,  and  was  a 
native  of  the  same  State  They  were  married  in 
Morris  County,  N.  J.,  Dec.  1,  1799,  and  first  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Mentz,  in  Cayuga  County.  X.  Y. 
There  they  made  their  home,  ami  the  husband  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1837,  then  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  in  Colon  Township,  which  was 
their  home  as  long  as  they  needed  one.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom 
came  to  mature  years,  viz:  Charles  C,  Ebenezer, 
James  II.,  Electa  M.,  Henry  K.,  Catharine  C.  Abi- 
gail E.  and  Phineas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  and  is  now  the  only  surviving  member 
thereof.  He  was  born  in  Mentz,  Cayuga  Co.,N.  V., 
on  the  22d  of  December,  1820.  There  his  early 
years  were  spent,  ami  his  school  days    were    passed. 

These  he  filled  as  was  usual   with  his  companions, 

for  the  most  part  dividing  his  time  between  his 
lessons  ami  "home  chores,"  with  some  little  time, 
perhaps,  for  the  play   that  every    schoolboy    finds   a 

vital  necessitj . 

When  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  Mr.  Far- 
rand came    with    his    father    to    Michigan,    and    has 

been  a  resident  of  section  3.  Colon  Township,  since 
ls:j7.  or  fifty-one  years,  and  has  given  his  attention 
continuously  to  agriculture.      He  put  up  one  of  the 


finest  residences  in  the  county,  that  which  he  now 
occupies,  which  was  erected  in  1883,  and  is  an 
elegant  brick  structure,  arranged  and  subdivided 
with  the  view  to  comfort  and  convenience.  All 
his  farm  buildings  are  well  built,  and  designed  es- 
pecially to  meet  the  various  requirements  and  uses 
to  which  they  may  be  put.  His  whole  farm,  which 
contains  about  700  acres,  is  managed  with  the  same 
thoroughness  and  practical  utility. 

October  23,  1845,  in  Leonidas  Township,  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mr.  Farrand  and  Miss  Betsey  M. 
Kinne  were  united  in  marriage.  His  wife  was  born 
at  Naples.  Ontario  Co..  N.  Y..  on  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber. 1826,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Maj.  Elias  B.  and 
Martha  (Clark)  Kinne.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  respectively. 
Their  family  circle  included  twelve  children,  and 
their  daughter  Betsey  was  the  sixth  child  born.  She 
is  the  mother  of  four  children,  viz:  Joseph  K.,  a 
farmer  in  Colon  Township;  Theron  G.,  who  died 
March  8,  1875;  Ella  M.  and  Grant  E.,  both  of 
whom  are  at  home 

Mr.  Farrand  has  been  for  several  years  County 
Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  and  also  Highway  Com- 
missioner. He  is  a  firm  friend  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  always  votes  its  ticket.  He  is  every- 
where held  in  high  regard,  as  are  also  his  wife  and 
the  members  of  his  family. 


rf  nllX   E.  ADAMS.     There   is  probably    not    a 

pioneer  of  St.  Joseph  County  who  has  seen 
more  of  life  in  a  new  country  and  endured 
more  patiently  its  varied  hardships  than  the 
venerable  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  biog- 
raphy, and  who  is  now.  and  has  been  for  a  period 
of  twenty-one  years,  a  resident  of  Burr  Oak  Town- 
ship, and  of  the  county  fifty-three  years,  lie  was 
born  in  Cairo.  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y..  Sept.  2d.  1817, 
his  childhood  home  being  situated  about  two  and 
one-half  miles  east  of  the  village.  His  father.  Ed- 
ward Adams,  w as  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a  con- 
scientious Christian  gentleman,  and  spent  much  of 
his  spare  time  traveling  over  the  Catskill  Mountain 
regions,  laboring  as  an  exhorter  or  local  preacher 
in  the  Master's  vineyard.     He  was   called  from  his 
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tion  of  our  subject  from  his  wife  in  the  winter  of 
1875,  and  in  the  winter  of  1886  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Rebecca  J.  (Morns)  Webster.  The  first  husband 
of  Mrs.  Bates  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Daniel 
Webster.  Our  subject  left  home  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  going  to  Lena,  III.,  was  there 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  a.  dry-goods  store  seven 
months.  Thence  he  migrated  across  the  Mississippi 
to  Osage.  Iowa,  and  had  charge  of  a  store  there  for 
the  same  length  of  time.  From  the  Hawkeye  State 
he  went  into  Kansas,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Manhat- 
tan carried  on  farming  a  period  of  four  years.  We 
next  find  him  at  Pike's  Peak,  prospecting  for  gold, 
but  an  experience  of  sis  week-  satisfied  him  as  to 
this  errand,  and  he  returned  to  Kansas  in  the  com- 
pany of  another  young  man.  crossing  the  plains  on 
horseback.  The  journey  consumed  eighteen  days, 
one  of  which  was  the  4th  of  .Inly,  and  which  the 
two  travelers  celebrated  in  a  highly  independent 
manner.  They  fired  thirteen  salutes  with  their  re- 
volvers, and  otherwise  made  the  day  one  of  enjoy- 
ment, as  far  as  possible,  on  the  desert  plains. 

Mr.  Bates  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  scene  of 
John  Brown's  operations,  ami  sheltered  the  old  hero 
after  lie  had  driven  the  soldiers  into  Ft.  Scott,  Mr. 
Brown  sleeping  iii  the  bunk  occupied  by  our  sub- 
ject.  Fn>m  Kansas  Mr.  Bates  returned  to  the  home 
of  hi.-  parents  in  Indiana,  whence  he  repaired  later 
to  Canada,  and  resumed  merchandising,  having 
charge  of  a  store  in  the  Dominion  a  period  of  six 
months.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm  of  his  father,  while  Ins  two 
younger  brothers  went  into  the  army.  The  younger, 
Gordon,  lost  both  eyes  in  the  service,  but  turned 
his  musical  talents  to  good  account,  and  became 
celebrated  as  a  singer  and  performer  on  musical 
instruments.  He  died  at  Pent  water  in  1 JS 7 ."J .  The 
other  brother.  Charles,  was  injured  by  being  thrown 
from  a  load  of  wood  at  Murfreesboro,  and  is  now 
living  in  Iowa,  independent  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  Hates  on  account  ol  failing  health  proceeded 
to  New  Mexico,  where  he  staid  nine  months  at 
Socorro,  but  returned  no  better  in  health.  In  1885 
he  took  a  trip  through  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 

Mr.  Pates  in  his  jounger  years  identified  himself 
with  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  affiliated 
until  about  four   years  ago,  when  hi?  warm  interest 


in  the  temperance  cause  led  him  to  rally  to  the 
support  of  the  Prohibitionists.  He  was  at  one  pe- 
riod of  his  life  an  active  politician,  but  has  deemed 
it  the  wisest  course  of  late  years  to  remain  neutral, 
and  in  this  spirit  conducts  the  Acorn.  He  also  has 
considerable  music  talent,  anil  taught  singing  when 
a  youth  of  sixteen  years.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has 
served,  more  or  less,  as  Sunday-school  Superin- 
tendent, teacher  and  chorister. 


^^^^<^- 


^ps=ft  ILAS  W.  BENNETT.  The  subject  of  this 
^^tf  sketch  is  a  man  prominent  and  popular  in 
\jil/\J)  his  community,  and  for  the  last  fifty  years 
has  been  farming  in  an  intelligent  manner 
on  -eet  ion  33,  Xottawa  Township.  A  native  of 
Brunswick,  N.  .1.,  he  was  born  Feb.  15,  1*22.  the 
eldest  son  ina  family  of  nine  children,  the  offspring 
of  Rev.  Asa  and  Sallie  (Goram)  Bennett,  who  were 
horn  in  Connecticut.  The  father  was  of  French 
descent,  while  the  mother  traces  her  ancestry  to 
England.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
Brunswick,  where  the  father  prepared  himself  for 
the  ministry,  hut  later  they  removed  to  the  Empire 
state,  locating  about  twelve  miles  north  of  the  city 
of  Albany. 

From  Albany  the  parents  of  our  subject  changed 
their  residence,  first  to  Lodi,  and  thence,  in  the 
spring  of  1838,  to  this  county,  settling  on  a  farm 
in  Xottawa  Township.  The  father  here  founded 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Centreville,  being 
it>  fust  pastor,  and  remained  in  charge  of  it  for 
several  years.  lie  -pent  most  of  his  life  there- 
after in  Xottawa  Township,  although  lie  resided  in 
the  village  one  or  two  years.  The  parents  both 
died  on  a  farm  in  the  township. 

(tin-  subject,  when  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  pre- 
ceded his  pan  nt-  to  Michigan,  coming  to  Monroe 
in  the  fall  of  1836.  I  pon  his  parents  joining  him 
some  time  later,  he  made  his  home  with  them,  and 
occupied  himself  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store. 
His  education  was  acquired  mostly  in  the  common 

Sfl Is.  and  his  occupation,  with  the  exception   of 

his  two-years  clerkship,  has  been  farming  con- 
tinuously. His  homestead  embraces  150  acres  of 
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is  recognizer!  ns  an  able  citizen  for  such  work.  Ho 
is  highly  esteemed  as  a  friend  and  neighbor,  and  is 
now  happily  comparatively  well  off  and  thoroughly 
successful  in  his  business  affairs,  owning  1  20  acres  of 
splendid  farming  land  on  section  2  of  Burr  Oak 
'J  ownship. 

BNER  DAVIS,  deceased.  No  man  stood 
higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of 
Burr  Oak  Township  than  he  of  whom  we 
submit  the  following  comparatively  brief 
record.  A  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,l>orn 
in  the  town  of  that  name,  he  began  life  on  the  26th 
of  June.  1815,  and  was  the  son  of  David  S.  and 
Charlotte  (Abbey)  Davis,  the  father  a  native  of 
Washington  County.  N.  Y.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, William  Abbey,  was  a  farmer  hy  occupation, 
and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  house  Grandfather  Dr.  John  Davis 
was  also  a  native  of  Washington  County.  N.  Y.,and 
married  a  lady  of  Greenwich,  Conn. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  lie  migrated  with  his  parents  to 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  when  a  lad  of  fourteen 
years.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  became  the  par- 
ents of  eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  spent  their 
last  years  in  Onondaga  County.  Their  children  were 
named  respectively:  Abner  (our  subject),  Susan, 
William  T.,  George  W.,  Ordelia,  Jonathan,  John, 
Edson  and  Edwin  (twins),  and  Frank  M.  Of  these 
live  arc  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  at  an  early  age  was 
taught  those  habits  of  industry  and  principles  of 
honor  which  have  been  the  secret  of  his  success  in 
life.  lie  became  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits 
at,  an  early  age,  ami  received  a  common-school 
education.  He  made  his  lirst  trip  to  Michigan  in 
is:)'.),  at.  that  time  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Ingham  County,  then  returned  to  Milford.  lie 
settled  in  Burr  Oak  Township  in  October,  1868. 
He  was  married  over  fifty  years  ago.  on  the  2d  of 
January,  1838,  to  Miss  Esther  Ann  Ray,  the  wed- 
ding taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Am- 
ber, Onondaga  Co.,  N.  V..  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children.  The  eldest,  David  S., 
-*• 


lives  upon  and  manages  the  homestead;  J.  M.  is  a 
salesman  in  the  feed  store  at  Grand  Rapids;  Alice 
is  the  wife  of  Fred  Worden.  a  resident  of  Burr  Oak. 
The  Davis  homestead  includes  eighty  acres  of  good 
land  with  comfortable  buildings,  where  the  proprie- 
tor passed  his  declining  years  in  peace  and  quiet, 
surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  life,  and  his  days 
made  pleasant  by  the  solicitous  attention  of  his 
children  and  hosts  of  friends.  He  was  a  man  ob- 
servant of  what  was  going  on  around  him  in  the 
world,  and  one  who  was  fearless  it)  fighting  for  the 
tight.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican.  Mr.  Davis' 
death  took  place  on  the  loth  of  November,  1888. 
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<||  AMES  F\'<  i  I.E.  ( )ne  of  the  best  conducted 
1  farms  in  Burr  Oak  Township  belongs  to  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  It  comprises  169 
acres  of  land  lying  on  section  4,  and  is  pro- 
vided with  good  buildings  and  fences,  live  stock 
and  machinery.  .Mi'.  Fugle  came  to  Michigan  in 
tin'  spring  of  1830,  during  its  Territorial  days, 
making  the  entire  journey  overland  on  the  back  of 
a  three-year-old  colt,  and  consuming  one  month's 
time.  Genesee  County.  X.  Y.,  was  his  starting 
place,  and  he  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  at  the  time, 
lie  was  accompanied  by  Benjamin  Sherman,  an  old 
settler  of  Nottawa  Prairie,  who  is  now  deceased. 
He  has  thus  mainly  grown  up  with  the  country, 
watching  its  progress  and  development  with  that 
interest  which  is  felt  by  every  intelligent  citizen 
concerning  the  section  of  country  where  lie  his 
closest  relations  in  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Genesee  County.  X.  Y., 
May  15,  1815,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Brunge)  Engle,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  the  parental  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Rachel,  William.  Joseph, 
Margaret,  Jonathan,  George,  Thomas,  James  and 
Betsey  A.  Our  subject,  next  to  the  youngest  one 
of  the  family,  is  the  only  one  living.  The  parents 
spent  their  last  years  in  this  county,  and  passed 
away,  the  father  in  1840,  and  the  mother  in  1842. 
Young  Engle  after  setting  foot  upon  the  soil  of 
Michigan  employed  himself  at  work  by  the  month 
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engaged  in  farming;  Zeaboth,  William,  George  and 
Susanna  are  al  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Van 
Vorst  operates  his  Land  on  the  line  of  general  farm- 
ing, and  is  doing  well. 

* ^t&^g^gie-. * 


iF.-^  ON.  NELSON  FERRIS,  one  of  the  most 
If  ill  public-spirited  men  of  this  county,  has  built 
\#y  up  one  of  its  finest  homesteads,  which  is  lo- 
cated on  section  15,  Mendon  Township,  and 
invariably  attracts  the  attention  of  the  traveler 
through  this  portion  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Mr. 
Ferris  came  to  this  county  in  April,  L878,  and  has 
since  been  closely  identified  with  its  growth  and 
progress.  His  property  embraces360  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  which,  with  its  buildings,  live  stock  and 
farm  machinery,  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive 
spots  in  the  landscape  of  this  region.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
hosts  of  friends. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  offspring  of  an 
excellent  family,  being  the  son  of  Leonard  and 
Elizabeth  (Ryan)  Ferris,  the  former  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County.  N.  1 .,  and  the  latter  of  Ireland. 
The  mother  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  her  youth,  and 
after  marriage  the  parents  settled  in  Wayne  Count}', 
N.  Y.,  where  there  were  born  to  them  nine  chil- 
dren, and  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  about  1.S77,  and  the  mother 
about  1872.  Five  of  their  children  are  living,  and 
located  mostly  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mentz,  Cay- 
uga Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  8,  1817,  at  the  modest 
homestead  of  his  parents,  removing  with  them  to 
Wayne  County  when  about  two  years  old.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  repaired  to  Seneca  Falls, 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  miller's  Lrade, 
which  he  followed  thereafter  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years.  Upon  leaving  Seneca  Falls  about  1842,  he 
made  his  way  to  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  where  he  so- 
journed until  April,  l!S78.  The  most  of  the  time 
at  this  place  he  was  engaged  in  milling,  but  also 
had  other  business  interests.  In  the  meantime  he 
became  quite  prominent  in  politics,  and  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  holding  the  office 
four  years,  dining  which  time  he  acquitted  hira- 
««  


self  in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people. 
In  the  fall  of  1866  he  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  to  represent  St.  Joseph  County  in  the 
Indiana  Legislature,  and  during  his  term  of  two 
years  had  the  honor  of  voting  for  the  Fourteenth 
Amendment,  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  During  his  term  of  office  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  also  the  Committee  on 
Prisons  and  on  Appropriations.  In  1850  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Deputy  Marshals  to  take  the 
United  States  Census  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  married  in  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  22,  1841,  to  Miss  Sallie  Wicks,  who  was  born 
in  Pamelia,  Jefferson  County,  that  State,  in  1814. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferris  commenced  their  wedded  life 
in  Alloway.  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y..  and  of  their  union 
there  were  born  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
a  son,  Morton  E.,  died  in  Mishawaka  when  a 
promising  lad  of  thirteen  years;  Elizabeth  J.  is  the 
wife  of  James  K.  Gore,  a  resident  of  Elkhart,  Ind.; 
William  \V.  is  at  Mendon,  Mich.;  Rowena  A.  is 
the  wife  of  A.  L.  Osborne.  Jr..  ami  lives  in  the  city 
of  LaPorte,  Ind.  These  children  have  been  eaie- 
fully  educated,  and  occupy  a  position  in  society  in 
keeping  with  their  station  and  acquirements. 

Our  subject  voted  for  "old  Tippecanoe"  in  1840, 
:md  for  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison,  at  the 
late  election  (1888).  In  view  of  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  he  is  a 
Republican  "dyed  in  the  wool."  He  has  always 
signalized  himself  as  a  man  warmly  interested  in 
the  building  up  of  his  community,  and  gives  both 
his  moral  and  substantial  support  to  those  enter- 
prises best  calculated  to  this  end. 

-..   : ^g^^Ujr        ;     , 

yf/  ( )SEP1 1  A.  BRO(  )KS.  This  gentleman  is  one 
Of  the  leading  farmers  of  this  county,  ami  is 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  Allen 
J  Brooks.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Van 
Buren,  in  Onondaga  County.  X.  Y..  on  the  25th  of 
December,  1839.  lie  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  when  they  migrated  hither  in  1844,  he  be- 
ing but  a  small  lad  at  the  time.  His  parents.  Joseph 
and  Sarah  E.  (Allen)  Brooks,  were  of  English  birth, 
ami  came  to  this  country  in  the  year    1829.     They 
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the  first  to  volunteer,  and  entered  the  1st  Michi- 
gan. Battery  A,  which  was  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Loom  is.  He  fought  under  the  old  flag  for 
three  years  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
saw  much  service.  Among  the  engagements  in 
which  he  was  an  active  participant  miulit  lie  men- 
tioned those  of  Chiekamauga,  Stone  River  and  Per- 
rvville.  He  went  through  the  entire  Cumberland 
campaign.  At  the  battle  of  Chiekamauga  he  re- 
ceived a  sabre  wound  upon  the  right  thumb,  that 
for  the  time  gave  him  considerable  trouble.  He  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  in  June,  1864. 

Leaving  the  military  service,  Mr.  Bolzner  re- 
turned to  his  adopted  State,  and  at  Sturgis  during 
the  next  five  years  built  up  an  extensive  butcher 
business,  from  which  he  removed  to  his  present  farm 
in  the  year  1872,  and  has  here  resided  about  fifteen 
years.  In  1*66  Mr.  Botzner  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Schmidt,  a  native  of  Sturgis.  and  a 
daughter  of  Conrad  and  Christend  Schmidt.  She 
lias  presented  her  husband  with  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  and  who  bear  the  following  names: 
Edward,  Phillipp,  Conrad,  Addie,  John  and  Frank. 
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—^HARLES  J.   CLOWES.      This  pleasant  and 
I        _  genial  gentleman  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
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comfortably  together  on  a  well-regu- 
lated homestead  on  section  6  in  Mendon  Town- 
ship, where,  during  the  years  of  an  extended  resi- 
dence, they  have  gathered  around  them  hosts  of 
friends.  They  have  been  among  the  people  of  a 
community  who  were  liberal  and  progressive  in 
their  ideas,  and,  as  they  have  passed  along  the  way- 
side of  life,  have  done  good  as  they  havefound  op- 
portunity. In  noting  the  changes  occurring  during 
their  long  residence  in  Southern  Michigan,  they 
have  been  vitally  interested  in  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment. As  peaceful  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zens, laboring  to  build  up  one  of  the  most  desira- 
ble homesteads,  they  have  thus  contributed  to  the 
prosperity  of  their  township,  and  are  numbered 
among  those  to  whom  it  is  indebted  for  its  im- 
portance among  the  intelligent  communities  of  this 
region. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  Joseph  H.  Clowes,  wa- 


born  in  Loudoun  County.  Va.,  and  married  Miss 
Ann  E.  Dunkin.  a  native  of  the  same  place.  In 
1832,  leaving  the  Old  Dominion,  they  made  their 
way  to  Southern  Michigan,  during  the  Territorial 
days,  and  for  a  short  time  sojourned  in  N Ottawa 
Township.  Later  they  moved  to  what  is  now  Co- 
lon Township,  where  the  father  operated  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil,  and  where  his  death  took  place  Sept.  17, 
I860.  The  mother  is  still  living,  having  survived 
her  husband  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years,  and  re- 
maining a  widow.  She  is  now  quite  aged,  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  son  Charles  J. 

The  parental  family  included  two  children  only,our 
subject  and  his  sister  Ruth.  The  latter,  the  elder  of 
the  two,  married  Samuel  Fisk,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  Vicksburg,  in  January,  1882,  aged  about  fifty- 
three  years;  she  was  born  in  Virginia.  The  native 
place  of  Charles  J.  was  in  the  then  unimportant 
town  of  Schoolcraft,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Oct.  28,  1834. 
His  father  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  trade,  and  Charles  J.  assisted  him  in  the  store 
until  his  death.  After  that  he  turned  his  attention 
t"  agricultural  pursuits.  After  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  this  county  he  lived  in  Colon  Township 
until  purchasing  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
which  he  has  since  occupied. 

The  Clowes  homestead  embraces  eighty  acres  of 
good  hind,  wilh  an  excellent  set  of  farm  buildings, 
a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock,  the  improved  ma- 
chinery necessary  for  carrying  on  agriculture  suc- 
cessfully, and  all  the  other  appliances  of  the 
progressive  farmer.  One  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  life  of  our  subject  was  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Demetra  Potter,  which  took  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
March  0.  1862.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Nancy  (Johnson)  Potter,  who  were 
both  natives  of  New  York  State.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  1844,  settling  in  Brady  Township, 
Kalamazoo  Count}',  where  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing, and  where  his  death  took  place  July  7,  1870. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  having  arrived  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter. 

Fo  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Clowes  there  were  born 
eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  she 
was  the  third  child.   Her  native  place  was  in  Herkimer     1  ' 
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N.  Y. ;  she   was   born    Dec.  15.  1832.     She  died  on 
the  loth  of  March,  1878.  leaving  no  children. 

The  sn liject  of  our  sketch  retired  from  active 
business  in  1876,  and  now  lives  at  the  Park  Hotel, 
which  he  owns.  Until  the  establishment  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  was  a  stanch  friend  of  the. Whig 
element  in  politic?,  but  joined  the  former  party, 
and  has  since  continued  to  act  with  it.  although 
never  taking  a  leading  part  in  political  movements. 
He  is  everywhere  held  in  high  regard,  and  has 
always  been  a  true  friend  to  the  community,  more 
especially  in  the  days  of  its  early  history. 
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^=^IDEON  SANBORN,  late  a  prominent  and 
III  ,— -,  highly  respected  resident  of  Burr  Oak  Town- 
x\^!i  ship,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1808,  and  de- 
parted this  life  on  the  4th  of  April,  1871.  He  was 
recognized  throughout  this  county  as  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen,  and  during  the  earlier  days  of 
its  growth  and  development  was  prominently  iden- 
tified with  its  agricultural  and    business  interests. 

Mr.  Sanborn  came  to  this  county  in  1833,  and 
took  up  200  acres  of  land  in  Burr  Oak  Township, 
where  he  built  up  one  of  its  finest  homesteads,  and 
became  known  as  one  of  the  most  useful  members 
of  the  community.  Standing  by  his  side  for  a 
period  of  nearly  forty  years  was  one  of  the  most 
estimable  of  women,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss 
.lane  Upham,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  January, 
1833.  Mrs.  Sanborn  was  born  May  17,  1815,  in 
this  county,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Chester  Upham, 
who  for  some  years  lived  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity 
of  Tyringham.  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.  Thence  the 
family,  about  1830,  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Elba, 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  died  not  long 
afterward.  The  mother  was  subsequently  married 
to  Ira  Howe,  of  that  locality,  and  the}'  came  to 
Michigan,  where  Mr.  II.  engaged  in  farming.  She 
died  in  1878,  at  Charlotte,  and  her  remains  were 
taken  to  Eaton  Rapids  for  interment. 

Gideon  Sanborn  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  this  county,  and  possessed  all  the  elements  of 
mind  and  character  required  by  the  men  of  those 
times  in  the  development  of  the  soil  and  the  build- 
ing up  of  a  homestead,     lie  identified  himself  thor- 


oughly with  the  business  and  agricultural  interests 
of  this  section,  and  signalized  himself  as  one  of  its 
most  public-spirited,  men,  making  for  himself  a 
record  which  his  posterity  ma}'  look  upon  with 
pride.  He  was  very  successful  as  an  agriculturist, 
and  acquired  a  tine  property,  leaving  to  his  widow 
a  valuable  estate,  which  she  has  managed  with  rare 
good  judgment,  and  in  a  manner  by  which  its  value 
has  been  steadily  augmented.  To  Mr.  ami  Mrs. 
Sanborn  there  were  born  ten  children,  the  record  of 
whom  is  as  follows:  Their  eldest  (laughter,  Augusta, 
is  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Graham,  and  Adeline  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  Newhall;  both  are  residents  of 
Burr  Oak,  and  the  latter  engaged  in  the  millinery 
business.  Frank  married  Miss  Abbie  Leply,  and 
manages  the  farm;  Henry  is  engaged  in  farming, 
and  lives  in  this  county;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward KiMiy,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Burr 
Oak. 

Mrs.  Sanborn  is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence  and 
culture,  and  has  watched  the  growth  anil  develop- 
ment of  Southern  Michigan  with  that  interest  which 
i?  ever  maintained  by  those  who  have  been  most 
instrumental  in  bringing  this  great  commonwealth 
to  its  present  condition.  She.  witli  her  husband,  re- 
joiced at  every  ev  idence  of  prosperity,  and  in  the 
building  up  of  one  of  its  most  desirable  estates  thus 
contributed  their  quota  to  the  grand  result. 


kEONARI)  BUTZ.     The  fine   est 
subject   of    this   biography    con 
_    acres  of   highly  cultivated   land 


The  fine   estate    of    the 

comprises    300 

on  section 

15,  in  Fawn  River  Township,  with  first-class  mod- 
ern buildings  and  all  appurtenances  of  the  well- 
regulated  rural  homestead.  It  lias  been  built  up 
by  the  hand  of  industry,  and  its  proprietor  is  well 
known  throughout  this  section  of  country  as  a  man 
of  liberal  education,  public-spirited  and  enterpris- 
ing, and  one  of  the  most  useful  members  of  his 
community.  He  came  to  this  county  in  18IJ4,  and 
while  watching  its  growth  and  development  has 
been  no  unimportant  factor  in  bringing  it  to  its 
present  condition. 

Our  subject  was  horn  and  reared  in   Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  and  first  opened  his  eves  to  the  light 
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l:nl\    was  born  in   Indiana  in   1843,  aud 
h-*<* — 


dities    »lii"  li 
tbful  and 

i  neighbor,  well  »| 
:       i . 

n   this  pai <  "f  the  count) .  snd  I 
i-  «  Idel)    and  I 

•      - 

1 1 1  IN  hi  SLAP,   l 
M  ichig 

\-^J  St.  Joscpl    I 

man  i  w< 

.  'I  »  iili  ii-  agi  ieull 
and  busim  now  in  the  i  - 

snug  prorx  i  inn    I  I .         i 

I  ownship,  and  in  his  declining 
i  he) ond    tin 
by  thi  '  comfort    which   are  justlj 

His  life  has  liccn  thai  "f  an  1 1 « > r 
■  mm.  and  while  lab 
dealing  socially  and  tin  ■ 
him.  he  has  fully  established   himself  in 
Min  I  con  Aden 
Butler    (  ount) .    r 
ground  «•!"  oui 

April  •  thcr,  Jni 

i-Irish  ai 

land,  in  earl)    mn 

;  nt  i  I 
hi-  death.     The  mi 

-  Kilbrith,  was  hoi  n  in 

She  n 

s 

s 

nboul 

umbull- 1 

ed  in    Missoui  i, 
i  in 
»» 


* 


JL 


<* 


t 


330 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


▼     Sn 


which  occurred  the  previous  year,  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources.  He  managed  to  attend  the 
district  school  for  a  time,  and  about  1832  emigrated 
to  the  then  little  town  of  Warren.  Trumbull  Co., 
( tliio.  where  lie  learned  the  tradeof  carpenter,  which 
he  followed  thereafter  at  intervals  for  a  period  of 
thirty  years.  After  coming  to  this  State  he  located 
first  in  Bronson,  Branch  County,  and  subsequently 
erected  what  was  known  as  Rose  Tavern.  That 
same  season  he  put  up  a  sawmill,  which  long  ago 
gave  place  to  the  presenl  old  Greeley  mill. 

Mr.  Dunlap  was  uniformly  successful  in  his 
labors,  and  in  his  vocation  as  carpenter  handled 
large  contracts.  From  1844  to  1850  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Com- 
pany, building  and  sub-contracting  for  the  erection 
of  station-houses  all  alongthe  line.  These  contracts 
he  executed  with  dispatch  and  profit.  About  1838 
he  located  on  a  piece  of  heavily  timbered  land  in 
Bethel,  now  Branch  County,  securing  150  acres. 
By  the  exercise  of  untiring  industry  and  the  per- 
severance that  would  admit  no  such  word  as  fail, 
he  cleared  ninety  acres  of  this,  felling  the  trees,  re- 
moving every  stump,  and  transforming  the  land 
into  a    tine  prairie  farm. 

In  the  -priii":  of  1863  Mr.  Dunlap  changed  his 
residence  to  Burr  Oak  Township,  locating  ,,n  the 
presenl  Fogleman  farm  of  100  acre-,  to  which  he 
added  the  Lancaster  place  of  forty  acre.-.  This  he 
also  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  residing 
thereuntil  1K(>(>.  Then  selling  out  once  more,  he 
purchased  the  old  Arnold  place  in  the  village,  and 
invested  his  surplus  capital  in  a  stock  of  groceries, 
becoming  successful  in  trade.  His  early  habits. 
however  would  not  allow  him  to  be  contented  in 
town,  so  after  two  years  he  purchased  270  acre-  ol 
choice  land  from  Joseph  Annis,  of  Fawn  River 
Township,  where  he  erected  a  tine  brick  residence, 
made  other  improvements,  and  deveh  iped  i  me  i  if  the 
most  valuable  homesteads  in  st.  Joseph  (  ounty. 
Here  we  have  the  picture  of  the  model  country 
estate,  supplied  with  everything  suggested  to  the 
gentleman  of  taste  and  means,  and  one  who  en- 
deavors  to  surround  his  family  with,  all  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

.Mr.  Dunlap.  in  1837,  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Smith,  of    Bronson  Township,  the  ceremony   being 


performed  by  Esquire  Tisdell.  Mrs.  Dunlap  i-  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Elsie  ("Williams)  Smith, 
who  were  natives  of  New  York,  the  father  a  school 
teacher  by  profession,  a  thoroughly  educated  man 
and  astronomical  lecturer.  He  was  of  New  En- 
gland stock,  and  during  his  early  life  resided  for  a 
time  in  Syracuse,  X.  Y.  Upon  coming  to  Michi- 
gan the  parent.-  settled  in  Branch  County.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Dunlap,  Maj.  Will- 
iams, was  Captain  of  a  company  of  troops  during 
the  Revolutionary  War.  a  brave  and  efficient  officer. 
To  David  Smith  and  his  estimable  wife  there  were 
born  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
who  were  quite  young  when  the  parents  came  to 
Michigan,  but  are  now  all  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  are  both  deceased.  The  record  of  the  chil- 
dren boin  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  is  as  follows: 
John,  the  eldest,  died  when  an  interesting  little  lad 
six  years  of  age;  Elsie  married  Mr.  Frank  Abbott, 
a  liveryman  of  Lagrange  County.  Ind.;  Mary  is 
tin-  wife  of  ]>.  F.  Bordner,  of  Fawn  River  Town- 
ship, this  county;  Delia  died  at  the  age  ofsixyears. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  away  on  the 
24th   of  January.  1888. 

Mr.  Dunlap  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket 
but  ha-  steadily  declined  1  .c< ■<  .in in t_r  an  office-holder, 
although  often  solicited  to  do  -o.  with  the  exception 
of  serving  a-  Township  Supervisor  some  years  ago. 
John  F.  Abbott,  the  son  of  his  daughter  Elsie,  and 
a  very  promising  young  man.  has  been  educated  by 
his  grandfather,  and  now  holds  the  post  of  Assistant 
Professor  of  surgery  for  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad,  lie  was  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  Michigan  State  University  in  the 
class  of  '87.  and   is   now    twenty-six  years   of  age. 

'f  AY  .1.  STAN'l'uN.  :i  prominent  attorney  in 
the  village  of  Burr  <  >ak.  established  himself 
in  business  here  in  December,  1880.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  a  few  months  pre- 
\  ion-  to  this  time,  and  two  years  later  to  practice 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state.  In  1884  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  United  State-  Court  at 
Grand  Rapid.-.  Mich.  lie  was  graduated  from  the 
Burr  Oak  Hitch  School  in  1874.  and  from  theStur- 
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lives  in  a  pleasant  home  at  Churchville,  N.  Y.,  sur- 
rounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  began  the 
journey  of  life  together  in  1851.  They  have  six 
children  living:  The  eldest  daughter,  Electa  M.. 
is  the  wife  of  Elmore  Coles,  who  is  engaged  in 
fanning  in  Burr  Oak;  Rosaline,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Bastian,  is  a  resident  of  Duffield,  Genesee  County. 
this  stale;  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years,  in  June.  lsss:  I  lettie.  Myrtle.  Lee  and  Otis 
are  at  home  with  their  parents,  although  Myrtle  is 
usually  engaged  in  teaching.  Mr.  Hincher,  politi- 
cally, is  a  sound  Democrat,  and  has  been  the  can- 
didate of  his  party  for  various  offices,  but  the 
Democracy  being  in  the  minority,  he  suffered  the 
fate  of  the  balance  of  his  ticket.  He  is  a  man  of 
ripe  judgment,  excellent  principles,  and  more  than 
ordinary  capabilities,  and  a  citizen  in  whom  is 
placed  the  utmost  confidence. 


<SI  ji; ILLIAM  II.  WELLS  owns  and  occupies  a 
\/~\lfl  snuS  homestead  on  section  2  in  Burr  Oak 
Ww  Township,  where  to  a  great  extent  he  has 
carried  out  the  theory  of  Horace  Greeley,  ■■that  a 
small  acreage  well  tilled  is  more  desirable  than  a 
large  area  of  land  partially  neglected."  His  13- 
acre  farm  is  consequently  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  he  has  good  improvements,  in- 
cluding tin'  necessary  buildings  and  a  cider  mill, 
which  he  operates  profitably  both  for  himself  and 
his  neighbors. 

Our  subject,  essentially  an  Ohio  man,  was  born 
in  Seneca  County,  that  State,  Jan.  3.  1840,  at  the 
modest  homestead  of  his  parents  in  Thompson 
Township.  His  father.  William  Wells,  was  a  far- 
mer by  occupation,  ami  a  native  of  Bellefontaine, 
Pa.,  and  married  in  early  manhood  MissSusan  Lar- 
ger. The  parent-  settled  among  the  pioneers  of 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  1860, 
and  then  came  to  this  county.  The  father  died  at 
the  home  of  his  son  W.  1L.  in  Burr  Oak.  Sept.  24, 
1888,  when  over  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  May.  1811.  The  mother  is  still 
living. 

Four  suns  of  the   parental   family  served   as  sol- 


diers in  the  late  Civil  War.  The  eldest,  Benjamin 
F.,  is  now  a  brick  manufacturer  of  Scott  City,  Kan. 
One  daughter  died  when  twenty  3-ears  of  age. 
Benjamin  F.,  in  1861,  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier 
at  Three  Rivers,  in  the  11th  Michigan  Infantry, 
which  was  under  command  of  Col.  Stoughton,  but 
organized  under  Col.  May,  of  White  Pigeon.  Their 
duties  lav  mostly  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Benjamin  F.  was  in  active  service,  escaped  wounds 
and  capture,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  received  his  honorable  discharge.  He 
was  all  through  the  Georgia  campaign,  his  regi- 
ment being  most  of  the  time  with  the  23d  Army 
Corps. 

Our  subject,  following  the  example  of  his  broth- 
ers, also  entered  the  ranks,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  F,  1st  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  in  which 
he  rendered  a  faithful  service  of  three  years.  He 
also  went  with  his  regiment  through  the  Georgia 
campaign,  and  participated  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  war.  including  the  siege  of  Atlanta 
and  the  battle  of  Nashville.  He  also  was  fortunate, 
receiving  only  a  wound  by  the  accidental  discharge 
of  a  pistol,  on  account  of  which  he  draws  a  pension. 
After  a  faithful  service  of  three  years  he  was  given 
his  honorable  discharge  near  the  close  of  the  war, 
On  the  14th  of  January,  1865,  at  Nashville,  Tcnn. 
His  brother  George  belonged  to  the  103d  Ohio 
Infantry,  and.  less  fortunate  than  tile  others,  fell  a 
victim  to  the  rebel  atrocities  of  Libhy  Prison,  be- 
ing captured  and  confined  in  that  terrible  stockade, 
where  he  was  deprived  of  his  shoes,  and  where  his 
feet  were  frozen,  rendering  him  a  cripple  for  life. 
He  also  is  a  pensioner,  and  is  now  living  on  his 
farm  near  Pulaski,  Williams  Co.,  Ohio.  Jacob 
Wells,  tin1  other  brother,  also  enlisted  In  the  ln.'id 
Ohio  Infantry,  and,  at  the  battle  of  Beverly,  W. 
Ya..  was  wounded  in  the  small  of  the  back,  ami  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  after  a  service  of 
three  years.  He  also  draws  a  pension,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Illinois. 

Our  subject,  after  returning  from  the  army,  took 
up  his  residence  in  this  county,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1867  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Esther  E. 
Ware,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
bom  April  22.  1840.  Mrs.  Wells  is  the  daughter 
of  Phillip  and  Esther  A.  (Graeely)  Ware,  who  were 
•». 
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especially  enjoyed  Ihe  hour  spent  with  him.  His  por- 
trait graces  an  accompanying  page,  and  will  lie 
welcomed  by  his  many  friends  throughout  the 
county. 


~v^-*/^<®ij@~^g^,~3^J<nnr«- 


OWARD  HOPKINS,  a  veteran  of  over 
eighty  years  of  age.  and  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  the   summer  of  1845,  was  one 

))  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Michigan  Terri- 
tory, to  which  he  came  in  1836.  He  was  a  resident 
of  Washington  County  for  the  first  ten  years  after 
his  arrival  lure,  and  has  made  of  agriculture  a  life- 
long pursuit.  He  is  now  located  on  section  3  in 
Mention  Township. 

Aimer  Hopkins,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  married  Miss  Caroline 
Ames,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  After  mar- 
riage the  parents  settled  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
and  from  there  moved  to  Seneca  County,  where  the 
mother  died.  Abner  Hopkins  after  the  death  of 
his  wife  came  to  Washtenaw  County.  Mich.,  where 
his  death  took  place  about  1844.  The  parental 
household  consisted  of  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  of  his  parents. 
and  was  born  in  Burlington.  Otsego  (  <>.,  X.  Y., 
May  26,  1808.  lie  came  to  Southern  Michigan, 
and  in  December,  1845,  purchased  101  acres  of 
land  in  Mendon  Township.  Of  this  he  has  now 
seventy-two  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected  good 
buildings,  planted  fruit  trees,  and  gathered  about 
him.  as  years  passed  by.  the  comforts  and  conveni- 
ences of  rural  life. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  first  married  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Damaris  Tripp,  who  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  and  died  at  the  homestead 
in  Mendon  Township,  March  11,  1854.  Their 
eldest  daughter.  Martha,  is  now  the  wile  of  .).  W. 
Brown,  of  Wichita,  Kan. ;  Clarissa  married  George 
W.  Wing,  and  lives  in  Mendon;  Sarah.  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Wolcott,  makes  her  home  in  Vicksburg. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  April  8,  1857,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Martha 
Tryon,  widow  of  Henry  Tryon,  anil  daughter  of 
Alson  and  Almira  Wing.   Mr.  and  Mis.  Wing  came 


to  Mention  Township  from  Sturgis  about  1848,  and 
here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  father 
departing  hence  in  1873,  and  the  mother  in  the 
year  18S0.  Mrs.  Martha  Hopkins  was  born  in 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  April  8,  1838.  Of 
her  first  marriage  there  was  born  one  child,  a  daugh- 
ter. Henrietta,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Hop- 
kins, of  Owosso.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  have  been  born  seven  children,  namely:  Eli- 
nor, the  wife  of  Franklin  Clark,  of  Vernon;  Caro- 
line. Belle.  Berenice,  Howard  A.,  Harry  A.  and 
Lillias.  The  latter  tlied  Aug.  6.  1877,  when  ten 
years  old. 

Mr.  Hopkins  attended  the  first  Republican  mass 
meeting  held  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  from 
this  is  indicated  his  political  principles,  he  having 
been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
the  party.  As  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  he  is  accorded  that  tacit  reverence 
and  respect  involuntarily  given  to  those  whose  ex- 
perience  has  been  so  long  and  varied,  anil  whose 
career  has  been  one  uniformly  useful  and  honor- 
able. Mrs.  Hopkins  is  a  very  estimable  lady,  look- 
ing well  to  the  ways  of. her  household,  ami  making 
her  home  one  of  the  pleasantest  to  be  found  within 
the  precincts  of  St.  Joseph  County. 


•'i-t'i't-y 


|  ANSOM  CRAW,  of  Florence  Township,  was 
born  on  the  homestead  which   he  now  owns 


and  occupies.  Jan.  30,  1843.  This  property 
<£)  lu's  lather  secured  at  an  early  day,  when  the 
country  around  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  anil 
the  settlers  few  and  far  between.  It  is  pleasantly 
located  on  section  G,  and  by  the  exercise  of  years 
of  industry  and  a  wise  investment  of  funds  has  been 
brought  to  a  valuable  and  productive   condition. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Marshall  Craw,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  State,  who  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan when  a  young  man,  while  it  was  a  Territory, 
settling  in  St.  Joseph  County  as  early  as  1833.  At 
that  date  he  secured  the  tract  of  land  which  has 
since  been  in  the  family,  and  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Here  he  labored  for  a  period 
of  twenty-two  years,  passing  away  on  the  loth  of 
April,    1853,    at    the    age    of    fifty-five.       He    was 
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worthy  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Disciples. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  this  church,  having  held 
the  office  of  Elder  and  other  important  positions  in 
the  society.  The  first  wife  was  also  a  member  of 
this  church. 

The  farm  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  finest  located  and  highest  improved  in 
the  county.  His  residence  is  large  and  roomy,  of  a 
modern  design,  is  handsomely  furnished  through- 
out, and  many  of  the  latest  improved  conveniences 
intended  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  and  comfort 
of  its  inmates  are  found  within  its  walls.  The 
buildingis  located  in  the  midst  of  a  beautiful  lawn. 
and  is  surrounded  by  trees  and  flowers,  and  the 
barns  and  other  outhouses  are  of  the  most  substan- 
tial character,  erected  with  a  view  to  care  for  the 
stock  and  handle  tin-  crops  raised  on  the  farm  eco- 
nomically, and  to  the  best  advantage.  The  success 
that  has  accompanied  his  efforts  has  been  but  little 
short  of  phenomenal,  and  his  life  may  lie  taken  as  a 
copy  by  the  youth  of  the  present  day,  which,  if 
adopted  and  zealously  followed  in  all  its  details, 
cannot  fail  in  crowning  their  efforts  with  unbounded 
success.  This  gentleman  lias  served  as  Jusl 
the  Peace  for  many  years,  but  is  not  in  that  office 
now.  having  declined  a  re-election.  Helms  served 
as  Chairman  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
county  for  several  terms.  lie  is.a  man  having 
great  force-  of  character  and  personal  influence  over 
all  with  whom  he  becomes  associated. 


ARVEY  K.  FIELD.     In  the   incidents  due 

to  the  labor  of  compiling  a.  biographical 
work  such  as  this,  there  are  none  which  af- 
ford to  the  writer  any  greater  pleasure  than 
to  meet  and  converse  with  the  large  number  of 
old  settlers  of  the  country,  and  among  the  greater 
number  of  such,  residing  in  St.  Joseph  County,  we 
have  found  none  that  were  better  informed  on  all 
matters  of  history  pertaining  to  the  early  days  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  now  living  in  the 
village  of  Mottville,  having  retired  from  the  active 
life  of  a  farmer,  which  he  followed  for  many  years. 
This  gentleman  was  horn  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y..  in  1826.      His  boyhood  days  were  passed  on 


the  farm,  as  was  also  the  major  portion  of  his  life, 
up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement.  He  received  but 
a  limited  education  in  the  district  schools.  He 
never  attended  any  college,  but  he  possessed  a 
natural  studious  habit,  and  he  was  a  close  observer 
of  men  and  events,  and  by  the  constant  exercise  of 
these  two  traits  he  has  attained  a  practical  knowl- 
edge that  has  served  him  to  a  good  purpose.  In 
1845  he  first  came  to  Mottville,  where  he  lived 
until  1849,  when  he,  with  many  others,  was  at- 
tacked with  the  gold  fever,  and  went  to  California 
in  that  year.  There  he  remained  for  nearly  two 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Michigan  in  1851,  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  203  acres  of  land  located  in 
( !ass  County.  It  was  partially  improved  at  the 
time  of  purchase,  and  i^  now  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved farms  in  the  county.  It  was  his  home  until 
he  retired  and  removed  to    Mottville  Village. 

Mr.  Field  is  the  son  of  Darius  Field.  The  father 
was  born  Aug  12.  1792,  in  Vermont.  'The  mother 
was  S.iloma  (Clark)  Field.  She  was  born  Jan.  ,">. 
IT'.tT.  in  Vermont.  The  parents  were  married  in 
Vermont,  Nov.  22,  1815.  About  a  year  after  their 
marriage  they  moved  to  New  York,  settling  in 
Prattsburg,  Steuben  County,  where  they  lived  until 
1845,  when  they  moved  to  St.  Joseph  County. 
.Mich.,  and  settled  in  Constantine  Township.  The 
father  purchased  a  farm  in  Cass  County,  which  he 
held  for  a  number  of  years,  lie  sold  this  farm,  and 
moved  into  Mottville  Village,  where  lie  resided 
until  Feb.  1G.  1874,  on  which  'lay  he  died.  The 
mother  died  July  -1.  1864,  in  the  village  of  Mott- 
ville. Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church ;  the  father  held  many  different 
offices  in  the  church,  and  his  entire  life  was  exem- 
plary in  all  respects. 

A  large  family  of  children  were  born  to  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  and  were  named  as  follows: 
Rhoda  A..  Diana.  Lavinia,  Desdeinona,  Hermione, 
Darius.  Saloma,  Adeline,  Caroline,  Chester  A..  Mar- 
tin D.  and  Emory  G.  Rhoda  A.  was  born  in  Pratts- 
burg, X.  Y..Feb.  II.  1817, and  was  the  wife  of  Orris 
Bl'iggs;  both  husband  and  wife  are  dead.  She  was 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  live  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, four  in  Michigan  and  one  in  Iowa.  Diana 
was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  June  ti.  1819, 
and    died    when    quite   young:     Lavinia   was    born 
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\l  in  ii   20    i  ---'i.    mi  Steuben   <  uuntj .  and   li 
lh  ing  In    Motl  villi  the  widow  of    I  In 

Bui  ii-  ;    I  lesde n  unci  I  lermioi 

born   I  >'■>'.  81,  1828      llermionc   is  Hie  « lf<  ol   Jo 
-.■  |  ill   !  V. 

and   la  the  mother  of   Ave  children,  two  girls 
threo  boys    Desdemona  is  the  wifi  ol  N   than  Hess, 

to   »li she  was  married  Jan,    l.  1 845 ;  tbej 

side  ion,  M  ich.     I  ler  sister  I  lei  mi 

her  husband  were   married  on  the   same  day.     Da 

rius  W  .  was  horn  in  Steuben  C ty,  V  "i  ■.  April 

in   the  town  of  <  ohocton :  he   was   mni . 

ricd  in  December,  1 852.  to  -  Ray.     He  is  now 

mor,  living  near  Kalamazoo,  the  father  of  t»" 

i.,.\  -  and  ■  me  girl.  is  the  « ife  of  I  lollis  1 1 

Tyler,  to  whom  she  was  united   in  marriage    April 

in  (  .ill. .1-1.. n.  \    ',      Bhe  now  residi 

Naples.  Onti Co.,  N.    ■>  .and   is  the  mother  of 

three  children.     Her    two   daughters  are  man 
an. I  reside  in  Montana ;  her  son  is  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Adeline  and  <  aroline  were  also  twins;    ' 
line  ili.'.l  I  >•■'■.  25,  1841,  iged  ten  j  i  lives 

braska  with  her  husband,  Christopher  VVoolga- 
iiiii.nl.  where  he  is  i  prosperous  farmer.  She  is  the 
mother  .•!  foui  children,  one  of  whom  is  dead, 
Chester  A.  is  married  t.>  Rosa  Braginton;  they 
were  married  Oct  27,  1 858,  and  have  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  He  is  a  farmer  and  merchant,  re- 
Biding  m  Russell  (.unity.  Kan.  Martin  l>. 
April  l.  1889,  in  New  1'ork  Si  ■■■  l  mory  G.  mar- 
ried Elisabeth  Braginton,  Sept.  7.  1861,  in  Stn 
Mich.;  the}  lived  in  Mottville  until  1883,  when 
moved  to  Fairmont,  Neb.,  where  he  died 
on  Thank;  vin  Daj  i  B85.  I  le  was  the  father  "f 
four  children,  one  -'»<  and  three  daughters,  all  liv- 
iuu  In  thi    w 

The  subject  "t  iln>  sketch  and  bis  good  wifi 
the  parents  of  four  childn  of  whon 

dead.     Their  daughter,  Ella   I...  is  the  wife  ol  I.' 
dolpb  Klett,  and  resides  on  the  home  farm  with  her 
husband,  near  the  village  .>f    Mottville.     She  is  the 
mother  of  "u<'  child,  a  son.     Mi    Field 
Prohibitionist,  and  has  elief  that 

the  time  is  nol  ul  when   tin"  saloon  "ill  be 

dispensed  with,  and  the  liquor  element,  which  f 
such  an   important  factor  in  the  polil 
of  the  day,  will  bei  liing  ..f  i1 
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Thence  be  removed  to  Elkhart  <  ounly,  [nd.,  "here 
he  remained  for  about  I 

dingers  Lake.      \  fj  erman  in 
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more  important  engagements,  besides  other  service. 
Among  the  battles  in  which  lie  fought  may  be 
named  those  of  Peachtree  Creek,  Resaea,  Atlanta 
and  others.  lie  came  out  of  the  military  service 
unscathed,  excepting  ns  his  constitution  had  been 
strained  by  exposure  and  camp  life.  He  received 
an  honorable  discharge  in  1865  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1870,  Mr.  Gilkison  and 
Priscilla  Freed  were  united  in  marriage  at  Burr 
Oak.  The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Priscilla  Freed.  It  was  her  misfortune  to 
lose  her  father  by  death  when  she  was  about  three 
years  of  age.  Her  mother  subsequently  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  later  married  Mr.  .lames  C.  Blauchard,of 
Burr  Oak,  one  of  the  venerable  and  much  respected 
pioneers  of  this  county.  Our  subject's  marriage 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children, 
who.se  names  are  as  follows:  Salathiel  S..  Zavala  \  .. 
George  P.,  Leston  T.,  Clarion  M.,  Amey.  Nina  L., 
Joy  L.,  Sherman  Blaine  and  Mary  Gertrude. 

Our  subject,  although  not  a  leader  in  political 
affairs,  is  always  glad  to  bear  his  full  part  and  re- 
sponsibility as  a  citizen  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  he  lias  worked  and 
voted  for  many  year.-. 


^jl  OHN  R.  GENTZLER  occupies  a  prominent 
place  among  the  young  farmers  of  Florence 
Township,  and  his  farm  on  section  .'51  is 
classed  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this 
locality,  lie  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Lydia  A.  (Leh- 
mer)  Gentzler,  natives  of  Pennsylvania;  his  father 
was  born  in  1827  and  his  mother  in  1828.  In  1854 
Mr.  Gentzler  settled  up  his  affairs  in  Pennsylvania, 
having  resolved  to  make  his  residence  for  the  future 
in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  i\\w  time  he  located 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  soon  became  identi- 
fied with  its  growing  agricultural  interests,  purchas- 
ing land  in  Park  Township,  which  lie  improved 
into  a  good  farm.  Although  he  was  not  among  the 
first  settlers  of  the  township,  he  found  that  it  had 
not  advanced  very  far  from  the  primitive  con- 
dition of  its  early  days,  and  well  did  he  perform 
his  part  in  the  pioneer  labors  of  clearing  the  land 
and  developing  its  rich  agricultural  resources,      lie 


is,  politically,  a  Democrat,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  now  resides  in 
St.  Joseph  County.  The  good  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject died  Aug.  18,  1885,  having  rounded  out  a 
useful  and  busy  life  of  fifty-seven  years.  She  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
To  her  and  her  husband  were  born  five  children! 
I  wo  sons  and  three  daughters. 

John  R.  Gentzler,  of  this  biographical  sketch,  was 
the  third  child  of  these  worthy  people,  and  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  April  lit,  1853.  Consequently 
he  was  scarcely  a  year  old  when  his  parents  came 
to  St.  Joseph  County  to  live,  and  his  boyhood  days 
wire  passed  at  his  father's  homestead  in  Park  Town- 
ship. His  education  was  conducted  in  the  schools 
of  Constantine,  where  he  stood  well  in  scholarship. 
After  leaving  school  he  entered  upon  his  life  work 
as  a  farmer,  and  for  seven  years  managed  his 
father's  farm  with  gratifying  success.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  Florence  Township,  and  has  since  labored  assidu- 
ous! v  to  bring  about  its  present  high  state  of  im- 
provement.  It  comprises  160  acres  of  as  fine  farming 
laud  as  is  to  he  found  in  St.  Joseph  County,  is 
supplied  with  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  denotes  thrift  and  careful 
management  on  the  part  of  the  owner.  He  is  a 
skillful  and  practical  farmer,  employing  the  best  and 
most  approved  methods  both  in  cultivating  his 
land  and  in  raising  stock,  to  which  he  also  pays 
much  attention. 

Mr.  Gentzler  has  the  hearty  co-operation  of  a 
good  wife  in  his  work,  and  to  her  encouragement 
and  assistance  he  gratefully  acknowledges  that  he 
is  much  indebted  for  his  success  in  life.  They  were 
married  at  Constantine,  Dec.  I  1.  1876,  Mrs.  Gentz- 
ler was  formerly  Miss  Catherine  .Miller,  daughter 
of  George  and  Susanna  (Walters)  Miller,  natives 
respectively  of  Virginia  and  Ohio.  She  was  herself 
born  in  Ohio,  Nov.  24,  1859,  and  of  her  union  with 
oui'  subject  three  sons  have  been  born,  namely: 
Fred  W,.  born  Sept.  13,  1881;  Charles  R.,  Nov.  17. 
1883;  Clare  A..  Sept.   19,  1«S7. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gentzler  have  a  pleasant  home,  and 
they  often  extend  its  charming  hospitalities  to  their 
numerous  friends.  They  are  active  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church   at    Constantine.   and   their  daily 
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influence  in   the    connnunity,   ns   In  find 

public  spirited,  ivnd  cheerfully  doea  :ill  thai  i ■• 
to  advance  the  various  schemes  t'"i  the  imp 
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Y « >  \     WILLIAM     MORRIS,   of    Bnrr   Oak 

)    L'ownship,   i-  ibe  a f    William    P.   and 

Mi  .1  ris,  and   was  horn  in  the  county 
ol  Surrey,  England,  on  the  ■-'  Itli  "i  Sep  tern  - 
I  ..■  i  ,1804.     He  w  ns  brought  up  on  n  farm,    1 1 

educated  in  the  High  Schools,  has  a  i: I   English 

education,  ami  is  n  clear,  inti  lligenl  Btudenl  of  the 
ius  questions  thai  are  before  the  people  from 
i  mi.'  to  time. 

In  I  s^:i  tiir  parents  of  our  subject,  with  thei 
children,  came  to  America  and  located  in  New  tfork 
in    these  six  children  only  two  are  now  li\- 
ing,  subjecl  and   his  sister  Elizabeth,  who 

i-  i  maiden  lady  and  resides  .-it  Oakland,  M  I,     B) 
occupal Mr.  Morris,  Jr.,  is  a  farmer.  This  he  fol- 
lowed upon  coming  to  the  K  I.    They  lived 
nrgis    Prairie  until  the  spring  and 

fr there  they  removed  i"  Bun  Oak  and  -■ 

upon  the  present  farm,     Vnrious  positions  of  |nil>- 
lic  trust  and   honor   hove   been  flllcd  by    Mr.  Mo 

SI    ■' pli  <  '  mnty.     He   was 

elected  JusUi f  the  Peace  in  1842  and  continued 

in  the  "ili  :e  se*  eral  yeai*s.     II  I 

jis  f  rom  1845  to  1857,  and  in  1M7  was  chosen 
by  the  Democratic  party  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  v  \  ter  coming  t"  Burr  t  ink 

In-  sen  rd   for  foui  isl  ice,  and  for  two 

torms,  viz.,  1853  and    1854,  he   was  Sup 
Burr  i  iik  Township. 

The  maiden   name  of  the  mother  of  out 
was    Nellie  Chappell,  who  was  born    in    England. 
There  wen-  given  i"  her  six  children,  whose  names 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Elizabeth;  William,  the  sub- 
ject "I  our  sketch;   Mary,  Vnne,  Ernncesand  Emily. 

Our  subjecl  and  Mi"  Marcia  St.  John,  i      < 
raugus  County,  N    ^   .were  married  on  the  30 

mber,  1840       I  here  'hern 
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if  any,  in  the  large  circle  of  lii- 
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he  not  being  able  to  write  Ins  name  until  after 
reaching  his  majority.  Subsequently  lie  attended 
school, studying  arithmetic  and  geography  and  tak- 
ing lessons  in  writing  until  he  obtained  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  He  had  been 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  and 
there  had  been  implanted  within  him  those  elements 
of  character  which  enabled  him  to  enter  upon  the 
struggle  of  life  with  manly  courage  and  resolution. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  considered  himself 
justified  in  the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own, 
and  was  married,  in  1850,  to  Miss  Cordelia  Barnes, 
of  Girard  Township,  Branch  County,  this  State. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Michigan,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Chancy  and  Eliza  Barnes,  natives  of  Vermont, 
the  father  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  also  a  farmer. 
Of  this  union  there  were  born  three  children,  all 
living.  Alfred  B.  married  Miss  Mary  Rooney,  who 
was  born  .Inly  4,  18G1  ;  they  have  one  child,  Paul  D.. 
born  Oct.  22,  1882.  This  son  is  proprietor  of  the  liv- 
ery, sale  and  feed  stable  in  Burr  Oak.  Za  was  born 
in  California,  married  Mr.  C.  I.  Miles,  of  Coldwater, 
who  is  now  a  merchant  of  McAllister,  End.  'Jer. ; 
Frederick  W.  is  a  traveling  musician,  at  present  in 
Illinois.  Mrs.  Cordelia  Cornell,  the  mother  of  these 
children,  departed  this  life  at  her  home,  April  25, 
1872. 

On  the  26th  of  March,  1873,  our  subject  was 
married  the  second  time,  to  Mrs.  Kate  P.  (Parker) 
Sutton,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Sallie  (Crockey) 
Parker,  who  were  natives  of  Canada  and  New  York. 
The  former  is  still  living,  but  the  latter  died  Aug. 
11.  1854.  Mrs.  Cornell  is  a  well-educated  lady,  and 
taught  for  a  period  of  ten  years  in  the  High  School 
at  Burr  Oak,  and  other  schools  in  this  vicinity.  Her 
culture  and  refinement  are  fully  recognized  in  the 
social  circles  of  her  community,  where  she  is  a  gen- 
eral favorite. 

Mr.  Cornell  for  a  period  of  thirteen  years  was 
connected  with  the  music  store  of  C.  J.  Whitney, 
of  Detroit,  commanding  a  salary  of  $110  per  month. 
During  his  residence  in  Branch  County  he  officiated 
as  Constable,  and  is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  member  of  the  Town  Board.  He  takes  an  act- 
ive part  in  political  affairs,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  Democratic  principles.  A  man  of  good  judg- 
ment and  sound  sense,  he  commands  respect  in  the 


social  ai  d  business  circles  of  his  town,  numbering 
among  his  acquaintances  hosts  of  friends.  He  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  about 
1872,  and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
lodge  at  Burr  Oak.  As  one  of  the  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  he  has  been  permitted  to  note  the 
wonderful  transformation  of  the  wilderness  to  a 
civilized  community,  and  during  the  early  days  en- 
dured in  common  with  the  people  about  him  the 
toils  and  sacrifices  incident  te>  life  in  a  new  settle- 
ment. He  has  chopped  wood  for  thirty-one  and 
one-fourth  cents  a  cord,  at  a  time  when  money  was 
scarce  and  people  were  glad  to  obtain  sufficient 
to  keep  them  in  food  and  clothing.  Many  times 
for  days  together  he  lived  entirely  on  "Johnny 
cake."  and  was  thankful  to  get  that.  Now.  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  home  and  competence, 
he  is  receiving  but  that  which  is  due  him  as  one 
who  has  labored  faithfully  and  conscientiously,  and 
built  up  for  himself  the  record  of  an  honest  man 
and  good   citizen. 


KA  ABY   (GOODGER)   BRAGINTON.      The 

///  "  \\\    roll  which  carries  the  namesof  the  many  de- 
I        Is   voted  wives,  fond  mothers,  and  true  Chris- 
™  tian  women,  so  widely  scattered  throughout 

this  broad  domain,  holds  none  that  casts  a  brighter 
light  or  awakens  deeper  feelings  of  respect  than 
that  of  the  lady  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  She 
is  the  widow  of  William  Braginton,  who  was  born 
in  England.  She  is  also  a  native  of  England,  where 
in  1828  she  and  her  husband  were  married.  After 
this  event  they  remained  in  England  for  several 
years,  where  the  husband  worked  at  his  trade,  which 
was  that  of  a  carpenter.  They  had  heard  so  much 
regarding  the  possibilities  of  the  New  World,  and 
the  opportunities  which  it  presented,  and  which 
could  not  be  realized  in  their  home  country,  that 
they  determined  to  try  the  truth  of  the  reports  for 
themselves. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  our  subject  with 
her  husband  crossed  the  ocean,  and  settled  first  in 
\\  esti  hester  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  moved  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  they  resided  several  years. 
They  then  moved  to  Ohio,  making  their  home  near 
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\     i>n,  where  w  l"'" 

il„\  I      mty,  M  ieh.,   un.  I 

,i.  mi,. I  there  lived  until  thej  n 
mi..  H..'  village  ■  ■(  M-  ii  vill.- :  they  livcil  here  until 
tin-  husband's ileath,  which  occurred  Feb.  12, 
mi.l  here  our  subject  -~'  1 1 1  ret 

Mi      i  ton  is  the  mothci  •  ■!  twelve  children, 

eight  "t  wl are  h\  ing,  narai  >l  \ 

ward,  William  D  Rosalie,  Martha.  Elizabeth,  John 
and  Stephen.  Marj  Is  the  wife  ..f  Albert  Conway, 
a  prosperous  machinist;  she  Is  tl»-  mother  of  Bve 
children,  four  sous  aud  one  daughter.  Edwin  is 
married  and  lives  near  Crown  Point,  In. I.,  where 
l„-  i-  i  iii  farming;   he  is  the  Father  ..f  three 

children,  two  sons  and  laughter.      W  illiam    13 

lives  in    Dunklin  County.  Mo.,  I,  :<>"l  the 

father  of  three -  and  three  daughters;  Rosalie  is 

the  wife  of  Cli  Field,  n  prosperous  farmt  i 

inu  in  B  I      mty,  K  in.,  and  Is  the  mothi 

two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Martha  is  the  wi 
George  Brown,  and  resides  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  and 
is  the  mother  of    two  children;  Elizabeth  was    the 
wife  ol  Eraorj   Field;  her  husband  died  on  Thanks- 
ng  Day,  1884,     tie  was  pal  ion  a  com- 

mercial traveler.     John  married  Frances  Knos 
ili.  \  live  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  where   he   is   in 
busii  he  is  the  f:»t h- 

one  daughter.  Stephen  married  Sarah  Leland,  and 
lived  in  <  Jrand  Rapids,  where  he  was  >  in  a 

now  dead,  and  lefl  -i  familj  ■■!  four 
children,  George  was  a  soldier  in  the  (i\il  War, 
and  was  killed  in  1864,  during  the  -  Naah- 

villr.  I  inn. ;  he  was  a  valinni  soldier,  and  ai 
the  il sands  of  brave  men  none  were  more  coura- 
geous than  lit-. 

Mrs.   Braginton  is  n   member  of  the  Methi 
opal  Church,  and  endeavors  by  her  daily  »:ilk 
and  conversation  to  bear  witness  to  the  mercy  and 

Iness  of  the  Lord.     She  is  in  deed  and  ii 
one  of    '  i  old  mothers  in  Israel,  who  have 

done  so  much,  and   have  suffered   so  .  that 

the  i  lourish.     She  det  ot 

her  time  and    labor  to  the  extent  of  her  somewhat 
limited  strength  to  furthering  the  cause  of  i> 
and  there  are  none   more  happy  than  *li>'  when    the 
heart    •<(  ony  erring  one  finds   rest  aud 
Jesus,     v  ire,  and  i 


ili.'  i 

whom  shi 

.,ui  with  the  • 

low  crcalun  -.  and  now,  in 

the  has  the  bli 

fully  performed  hei  dutj  h 

and  i-  pal  lent  that    «  ill 

.■:ill  her  hi  better  and  e\ 
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V  OIIN  J.   S'l  I    VR.H  i-  n  fint 
tin-  agricultural   communil 

(  ...mi  \  :.  illtflli- 

t,   well-1  i.iin.<l   mill. I.  BJ 

spec)  n  thorough,  busint — |i : 
farmer,  :.-  i-  clearly  shown  b>  theapi 
farm  on  section  29,  Florenct     L'ownship,    «ii 
broad,  carefully  till.-. I  acres,  its  m 
buildings,  and  Hie  Bne  stock 

\|  i    -  .  -..n  ..f  the   honored   pioi 

Mr.  Thon        :        j,  and  In-  i-  :i  nath  e  ..f  1 1  * i — 
tow  nship,  M;>\   9.  I  852,  beii  lirth. 

He  spent  hi-  boyhood  days  ..n   lii-  fathei 
.-in. I  doubtless  assisted  in  it-  cultivation   ■■• 

attending  the  public  scl I.  where  1..  :  the 

preliminaries  of  his  education.     II.-  was  :.   bi 
apt  scholar,  and  being  ambitious 
education,  became  a  student  ai  Hill-  I 

spending n year  very  profitably  intht 
department  of  thai  excellent  institute 
In  the  winter  of  i  -  • 

that  college,  ilii-  time  in    the  c mi 

imni.       After    leaving    collegt     Mi 

f.'iiin  ition,  and  by  tin-  ., 

of  persistent  efforts,  directed   by    sound 

and  constant  devotion   to   duty,  he  with 

iui|.ii>\  ed       II. 
farming,  and  ' 
raising  "f   which 

undant    h 
1 ..    ili.-   lady    who  i 

I 
their  many  frit  n  Is.  M  in  mar- 
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riage  Feb.  16,  1882.  A  son  and  a  daughter  have 
blessed  their  union:  Bessie,  born  Oct.  28.  1883, 
and  Harry,  born  Aug.  6,  1885.  Mr*.  Stears  was 
born  in  Washington  County.  Pa.,  Dec  18.  1859. 
and  came  to  Florence  Township  in  1881.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Emma  A.  Greenlee.  Mr.  Stears 
had  been  previously  married.  MissMattieE.  Glaze, 
of  Northumberland  County.  Pa.,  becoming  his  wife 
Oct.  21.  1878.  After  a  brief  and  happy  wedded 
life  she  passed  away  at  Florence,  Feb.  7.  1880. 

Mr.  Stears  is  a  man  of  clear,  vigorous  intellect 
and  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  his  fine  busi- 
ness education  well  fits  him  for  the  civic  offices 
that  have  been  entrusted  to  him.  lie  has  long  been 
connected  with  the  management  of  the  schools  of  his 
township,  and  has  been  School  Inspector  for  seven 
years.  lie  is  now  Township  Clerk,  which  office  he 
has  tilled  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-citizens 
for  five  years,  lie  and  his  wife  are  greatly  re- 
spected by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
them,  and  they  are  valued  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church  at  Constantine. 

<*  WILLIAM  II.  ROYS.  The  agricultural  inter- 
na aW  ests  of  Constantine  and  vicinity  have  5een 
V»y\$  admirably  represented  by  the  subject  of 
tliis  sketch,  who  is  a  scion  of  stanch  New  England 
stock,  ami  came  to  the  West  during  the  early  years 
of  his  life.  The  offspring  of  a  good  family,  he  is 
the  son  of  Lent  Roys,  a  native  of  Sheffield,  Berk- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  and  born  in  1775.  lie  was  reared 
to  farming  pursuits,  but  upon  approaching  man- 
hood repaired  to  the  town  and  learned  the  trade  of 
a  tanner,  which  he  followed  in  Sheffield  a  number 
of  years,  carrying  on  the  business  for  himself.  In 
1830,  however,  he  resumed  farming  in  Sheffield 
Township.  He  was  married  there  in  1800  to  Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  Lewis  Holmes,  a  native  of  Ply- 
mouth, Mass..  and  her  parents  were  of  old  Puritan 
stock.  She  removed  with  her  father  to  Sheffield 
in  her  girlhood,  and  there  spent  her  last  3'ears.  dy- 
ing at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Lent  Roy.s  survived 
his  wife  a  number  of  years,  and  passed  away  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Eliza  Angevine,  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  V..  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  vears. 


•►^t^?: 


The  parental  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of 
twelve  children,  seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  all 
of  whom  lived  until  upward  of  thirty-six  years — 
a  remarkable  circumstance.  Of  this  large  family 
only  three  are  now  living:  Norman,  of  "Florence, 
this  county;  William  H.,  our  subject,  and  Eliza 
Angevine.  William  H.  was  born  in  Sheffield, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  July  12,  1823,  and  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  at  the  old  homestead,  becom- 
ing familiar  with  the  various  employments  of  farm 
life.  In  1  844.  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he 
started  out  for  himself,  and  was  employed  as  a 
farm  laborer  by  the  month  for  six  years  following. 
In  18  10  he  crossed  the  plains  to  California  and  en- 
gaged in  mining  in  Tuolumne  County  until  1853. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  returned  eastward  as  far 
as  this  county  on  a  visit  to  his  brother  Norman, 
with  whom  lie  remained  until  the  spring  following. 

Mr.  Roys  being  pleased  with  the  outlook  in  this 
section  of  country,  concluded  to  make  it  his  future 
abiding-place,  and  accordingly  purchased  of  his 
brother  Norman  175  acres  of  land  on  section  18,  in 
Florence  Township.  He  gave  his  entire  attention 
to  this  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter,  bringing 
the  soil  to  a  good  slate  of  cultivation,  and  erecting 
modern  and  substantial  buildings.  Later  he  added 
to  his  landed  estate  until  he  was  the  owner  of  262 
acres.  He  has  now  one  of  the.  best  regulated  farms 
in  this  region,  and  is  considered  a  man  well-to-do, 
capable  and  efficient  in  the  transaction  of  business, 
and  a  skillful  agriculturist. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1854,  Mr.  Roys  was  mar- 
ried, at  Lyons,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Harvey  and  Angeline  (Roys)  Geer. 
Mr.  Geer  was  born  in  Connecticut,  March  16,  1802, 
and  is  still  living,  making  his  home  with  his  son-in- 
law,  our  subject.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Shef- 
field, Mass.;  she  was  born  in  1806,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  Eliza,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  eight 
of  whom  arc  living:  Levi  R.  is  at  Grand  Island, 
Cal. ;  Henry  resides  at  Upper  Lake,  Cal. ;  Everard 
resides  in  Grundy  Centre,  Iowa;  Albert,  at  Union 
City;  Harvey  resides  in  Berry  County.  Mich.; 
Selesta  Follett  resides  in  this  State,  and  Ella  J. 
Dimick  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Roys  shortly  after  his  marriage   brought    his 
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brirle  to  in-  ncn  li -  in  the  West,  nnd  tin  \    have 

since  resided   in   Florence    rownship      The   Ixi 
hold  olrcle    was  completed   by   the   birth  of    three 

children,  nil  of  «  U ni  e  I i  v  ing.     (  I 

was  1 1 85ft.  nnd  is  the  wife  of  Henry  (    D 

who  is  carrying  on  farming   nnd   gardening  in   the 

v i < ■  1 1 1 1 1 \  "i  <  onsUintine;  Mnhel  wns  I i  March    I. 

1861,   and    continues  -it    home   «iili    ber   parents; 
i    was    born    A prll   1 6,   1871,  and   is  also   »f 

home,     Mrs.  Drake  took  kindly  toherl ks  in  her 

girlhood  daj  s,  and  luated  from  i  bo  p  i 

school  at  Constantine.     The   paternal  rand- 

father  of  Mrs  Roys  was  :i  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  s|)enl  lii-  las)  years  near  Lyons, 
N    ~i 


nii\   (  .   kiwi        i  he  form  of  this  highly 

esteemed    resident    "i    Leonidns   Township 

has  been  A  familiar  figure  among  the  people 

St.  Joseph  <  ounty    for  a  period  i if  ■ 

lift y  years,     II  od  the  soil  "t  M ichigan  n 

wsformed   fr a  Territory    int 

State,  and  i-  thus  entitled  to   be  ranked  amon 
earl)  pioneers,     lie   has   lieen  stead  fasti)  loyal  t  •  • 
the  section  of  country    adopted  al  that   time  as  bis 
borne,  having  here  spent  thi  >f  his  life, 

ining  lii-  labors  upon  the  -< »i I  of  ti 
when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years.  Since  thai  time 
ho  has  remained  continuously  identified  «itli  the 
r  St.  Ji iseph  <  ou 
began  «itli  John  •'.  Kinue  -it  the  modest 
homestead  of  his  parents  near  the  little  town  of 
Naples,  in  •  intario  «  ountj  ,  N.  Y.,  Jan  26,  i  820. 
He  is  the  offspring  "i  an  excellent  family,  being 
the  third  child  of  Capt.  Elios  B.  and  Martha 
K  lark)  Kinne,  the  former  born  in  Patridgeflcld, 
Mass.,  Dec.         1788  <  >n- 

tario  Co.,  ti    V.,  A  pril  14,  1  796.      Die  pai 
marriage  ! i \  •■> i   for  a  time  in  tin-  latter  place,  but 
in  l*:i7  left  tin  Empin   §  their 

lot    among    the    p  Southern    Michigan. 

<  oming  tn  ilii-  count)  .  the  fnthi 
of  land  in  Lconidas  rownship,  where  be  I i > « •* I  and 
labored  the   remainder  of  his  life      Hi    closed  his 

l|ll>l)      III!  '.  Ill     III, 

hi    1 8 1 2  he  sen  ed  ident 


i- pan)  .  « itli  "  hich   i 

and  retained  the  title  until  his  death,      \ 
unobl  i  M-i  i  ■   in 

and  shed  a  good  influence  upon  mil  him. 

1 1,  in 

iiiL'  b)   hi-   \  ote  Hi. 

part)  . 

I'o  Capt.  E         II  ' 

twelve  eh i kin 
All  i>l  tin 

and  made  homes  fot  thei 
.liilm  <  .  was  .-I  \ out  •!  « hen  i 

pnnicd  lii-  parents  to  this  county,  and  still  < 
lii—  residence  on  the  old   homestead,  whii 
nugurnted  b)    his  honored   father  and   which, 
hard  I)    necessar)    to    say.  p<  for  him  a  far 

mi, n-  than  moi  uc.      I  hi 

i  (tended,  and  the  farm  now  embi 
with  the  buildings  and  machim 
for  i 

first  humble  dwelling  was  abandoned  in  IK73.  and 
replaced  b)  our  subject  with  m  modern 
substantially  buill  and 

bout    the   premises   ind 
mill  prosperity  .  and  i !  •  i  litful 

picture  of   countiy   life  p 
Mi    Kinne  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
of  lii-  community,  holding  the  i  nship 

surer  and  llighwo)    ' m  Ming 

other  positions  of  trust  am 
.■in  adherent  of  tin 

■  <  I  «  1 1 1 1  i 
men  I   <  olon   '  wd  a 

prominent  light  among  the  brethren.     11 

i"  of  II. 
Miss  £ 

wee  <  ounty,  this  v 
subject  April  10, 1870.    Mrs    - 
of  Peter  nnd 

■' 
Mich.,  iliu 
in    it 

follov  culture  until  his  death.  «  urred 

:it    lii-   home  m    Adams     rownship 
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subsequently  took  up  her  abode  in  Litchfield  Town- 
ship, where  she  passed  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
Mrs.  Kinne  was  born  April  12,  1840,  and  her  ear- 
liest recollections  are  of  the  pioneer  home  in  Lena- 
wee County,  where  her  parents  battled  with  the 
difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  settlement,  and  reared 
their  children  amid  the  disadvantages  incident  to 
that  time  and  place.  Mrs.  K.  acquired  a  common- 
school  education,  and  remained  under  the  home  root' 
until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  were  born  three  children,  of  whom  only  one 
is  living,  Edith  May,  who  is  now  at  home.  The 
deceased  daughter,  Martha  A.,  died  when  an  inter' 
esting  child  twelve  years  of  aye.  and  an  infant. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinne  number  their  friends  by  the 
score  among  the  people  of  this  part  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  where  they  have  erected  one  of  its  most 
desirable  homesteads,  and  fill  tilled  their  obligations 
to  the  community  as  worthy  and  conscientious 
citizens. 

p-'fc'-rf- — ■;  ; — <*■ 

*fp*T10MAS  STEAKS,  a  pioneer  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  is  one  of  the  influential  and  leading 
v  citizens  of  Florence  Township,  with  whose 
agricultural  interests  he  has  been  identified  for 
many  years.  Although  he  is  of  foreign  birth,  he 
has  been  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States  for 
fifty-three  years,  coming  here  before  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  anil  he  was  a  resident  of  this 
State  when  it  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  1837, 
when,  under  its  constitution,  all  foreigners  became 
citizens  without  naturalization;  and  it  has  been  his 
privilege  to  watch  the  development  and  growth  of 
Michigan  from  an  insignificant  Territory  in  the 
wilderness  to  one  of  the  grandest  and  most  power- 
ful commonwealths  in  the  Union.  And  not  only 
that,  but  he  has  contributed  to  its  material  pros- 
perity. 

Our  subject  i^  the  son  of  Thomas  Steals,  whose 
name  is  held  in  honor  as  that  of  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlersof  St.  Joseph  County.  The  father  was  born  in 
Yorkshire.  England,  in  1775,  and  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Harrison,  a  native  of  Waxholme, 
that  shirt',  and  there  reared  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren. In  1835,  with  this  large  family,  Mr.  Stears 
emigrated    to    the   United    States,    and    located     in 

■+• 


White  Pigeon,  this  county.  In  England  he  had 
served  at  the  grocer's  trade,  lint  after  coming  to 
Michigan  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and 
took  up  120  acres  of  land  in  Florence  Township, 
thus  becoming  one  of  its  pioneers.  He  was  a  very 
industrious,  hard-working  man,  and  accumulated 
considerable  property  during  his  life.  He  improved 
a  tine  farm,  and  added  twenty  acres  to  its  original 
dimensions.  He  died  May  25,  18(12.  at  Centreville, 
in  this  county,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  He  was  deservedly  respected  and  esteemed, 
as  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life  he  had  shown  himself 
to  be  upright  and  honorable.  His  estimable  wife, 
who  was  likewise  greatly  respected,  died  at  White 
Pigeon,  Sept.  o,  1871.  Of  their  large  family  of 
children  six  are  still  living,  as  follows:  Thomas,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  John  resides  in  Waterloo, 
Iowa;  Betsy  married  William  Hull, of  Three  Rivers; 
Isabel  married  Richard  Holcom,  of  Three  Rivers; 
Ann  married  Mr.  Burchell.  who  is  now  dead,  and 
she  lives  in  Cass  County,  Mo.;  Charles  lives  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 

Thomas  Stears,  of  our  sketch,  was  born  Jan.  (3, 
1816,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  there  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  In  18.">.">  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  America,  and  in  the  following  year  com- 
menced life  for  himself  by  working  a  farm  on  shares 
with  an  uncle,  continuing  thus  for  a  year,  and  mak- 
ing his  home  with  that  relative.  March  26,  1839, 
he  was  married,  in  Constantine,  Mich.,  to  Ann 
Waltham.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  England, 
and,  emigrating  to  this  country  in  1830,  became 
early  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Mrs.  Stears 
was  born  at  New  bold,  Yorkshire,  England,  Aug.  9, 
1818.  After  marriage  Mr.  Stears  made  his  home 
in  Mottville,  St.  Joseph  County,  and  was  living 
there  when  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred,  Aug.  13, 
1842.  Their  pleasant  wedded  life  had  been  blessed 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  two  sons,  one  of  whom  died 
at  the  same  time  as  his  mother.  Edmund  H.,  the 
other  son.  was  born  March  14,  1840,  and  now  lives 
in  Constantine,  where  he  is  prosperously  engaged 
in  farming.  After  his  wife's  death  Mr.  Stears 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  until  1851.  In 
that  year,  on  the  5th  of  July,  he  married  again, 
Ann  Jackson  becoming  his  wife,  and  to  her  devotion 
and    ability  he   owes  much   of   his  prosperity.     She 
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was   I Oct,    11.   1818,   and  is  the  (taught* 

■John  am  i    Mill  he  Jackson  ;  iln  \  w<  i 
of    Kngland,   i  oming   la    \ 
:ci e  now  deceased,  eel  In  thi 

\\  hite  Pigeon. 

<  if  ■                              .    of  "in  subject   foui  chil- 
dren  were  born,    namely:  John   J.,   I i    M 

ii  i  hi.  i  pi  isirifi  farmer  of  Florenci  town- 
ship (his  sketch  nppears  on  anolhet  this 
work);  William  H.,  born  Jurj  I.  I854,fsasui 
ful  fni  iitii  of  !•  Ii  Mary  A  In  •  n  Maj  I  B, 
i  mil  John  N  .  •  lentzler,  i  I  '  tntine 
rownship;  Libbie  I.,  born  Jan.  12,  1861,  Ii vi 
the  in  hi  thai  her  grand  fathi  r  I'm  si  owned,  and  then 
her  mother,  the  land  having  been  taken  n|>  in  1880. 
I    mai  i  iagi    Mr,   S tears   has  de- 

i    liimsell   i  iitii.  l\    to    fi ing,  and  has  evci 

situ '  upie<l  \\\>  present  farn section  29,     At 

the  age  ol  se\ entj  -two  be  , 

:i  life  fulrj  led  by  its  various  experiences  into 

a  serene  and  active  old  age.  lie  is  still  capal 
attending  to  his  business,  nnd  has  the  care  of  a 
garden.  1 1  •  -  i*  well  gifted  with  mental  and 
physical  vigor,  and  i-  open-hearted  and  genial. 
He  has  always  exerted  :i  strong  influence  in  the 
.•uliiiiiii-ti  public   affairs,   and    some  < ■  f  1 1  n- 

most    1 1 1 1 1 » <  > 1 1 .- 1 1 1 1   and   res] sible  offices  havi 

entrusted  to  him.     Hewas  President  I  ounty 

Mi;  unl    Fire    I  I    nupnnj  .   i"i    v'.  J< 

County,   for   thn  i  lie  lias   '  nship 

visor  for  three  years,  was    rownship  <  lerk  for 
a  number  of  years.  Justice  of  1 1  ■ » -  Pi  >  also 

waj  t  miss  n  let  m  ol  Hi    - 

; rder  .•!    Knighls    I 

belongs  to  what  «:i-  the  Reformed  (  hun  l>  ol  I 

Itanline,  but   now    lias  Lhe    nn f    I 

itional,   hnving  united  « ith  the  Pres 
lb'    has   \  oted    for   i  \  ery  U 
carol  Jai  !>-■  i  I 

Icy,   for   whom    he  did  nol  vote  m*  he  did  not 
sider  him  a  in      D 

I    .  in  bis  .,»  n  expet  ife  in  St 

Ji is<  |'li   (  on nt j  .   and  from    « hat  oui  - 
-.   much  \ 
iilnii  .1    for  a  history   "f    the  i  'I   it* 

• 
whom  he  knew  wa*  one   John  Coates,  wbi 


I 

had  in.  flu 

mill.     Mi    v'.  -i  -  I :."»  n  llu 

;  .'in  | ••■    hundred   |iounds,  and  i  i 

per  hundred    pounds.      In 
worth   about  82.60  per  bushel,  and  Mr.  ii 
about  dels,  »  hicb  hi 

and  would  only  tal  I  fur  it  from  them. 
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for  111  i  bushel, 
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February,  1872.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living.   William,  the 

eldest  born,  died  in  California  at  the  age  of  thirtv- 
twi  i  years. 

Reuben  Stout,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  Dee.  21,  1832,  in  Northampton  County,  Pa, 
His  education  was  begun  and  completed  in  the 
vein. ..Is  of  Florence  Township,  this  county,  win-re. 
with  the  exception  of  six  years,  lie  has  spent  his 
entire  life.  In  March,  1856,  he  made  a  journey  to 
the  Pacific  Slope,  ami  remained  in  California  until 
the  fall  of  1802.  then  returned  to  Florence  Town- 
ship, and  purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies. This  lies  on  section  2,  and  is  120  acres  in 
extent.  In  California  Mr.  Stout  engaged  in  min- 
ing, meeting  with  fair  success. 

Up  to  this  time  our  subject  had  remained  un- 
married, but  in  1865  was  wedded  in  Florence 
Township  to  Miss  Malinda  Dufferd,  who  was  then  a 
young  lady  of  twenty-three  years.  She  was  born 
in  Wisconsin,  ami  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Duf- 
ferd. Of  this  union  there  were  born  three  children, 
and  the  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  at  the 
homestead  in  Florence  Township,  in  1872.  The 
eldest  son,  Frank,  died  when  an  interesting  youth 
of  fifteen  years;  Edward  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  George  remains  at  home  with  his  father. 

.Mi'.  Stout  in  1879  was  married  a  second  time,  in 
Constan tine  Township,  to  Mis>  Jennie  Jones,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children — Nellie 
and  Callie.  Mrs.  Jennie  Stout  is  the  daughter  of 
Jerry  Jones.  Our  subject,  politically,  is  an  earnest 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
A  man  of  decided  views,  and  one  who  maintains  his 
principles  with  all  the  strength  of  his  character, 
he  has  acquitted  himself  as  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen,  ami  is  held  in  high  respect  by  the 
people  of  his  community. 
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the  little  village  of  Atw.ater,  Portage  Co., 

Ohio,  Sept.  27,  1824.  His  parents,  Austin 
and  Elizabeth  (Hough)  Loomis,  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Connecticut  and    Massachusetts,    the 


R.  HARVEY  LOOMIS,  the  oldest  practic- 
ing physician  of  Burr   Oak,   was   born    in 


father  born  at  Torrington,  Conn.,  Sept.  14,  1794, 
and  the  mother  in  Massachusetts,  April  30,  1802. 
Both  families  were  af  English  origin.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  to  which  he  emi- 
grated from  Connecticut  when  the  country  was  wild 
and  new. 

The  family  of  the  parents  of  oursubject  included 
six  children,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
the  eldest,  grew  to  mature  years.  This  child  died 
when  about  two  years  of  age.  Harvey  upon  emerg- 
ing from  the  district  school  was  a  student  in  the 
schools  of  Twinsburg  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  sub- 
sequently took  out  a  license  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Western  Reserve  College  in  1847, 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  afterward  taught  in 
the  preparatory  department  of  the  Kenyon  College 
at  Gam  bier,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Loomis,  in  September,  1849,  came  to  this 
county  and  established  himself  as  a  practicing  phy- 
sician at  Burr  Oak,  where  he  has  followed  his  pro- 
fession faithfully  for  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years. 
During  this  time  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  business,  and  has  accumulated  a  fine 
property.  As  a  physician  he  stands  second  to  none 
in  Southern  Michigan.  In  1861  he  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  woods,  just  outside  the 
village  limits,  from  which  he  has  cleared  the  tim- 
ber, brought  the  soil  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  erected  a  fine  brick  residence,  which  he  now 
occupies.  A  large  barn,  an  orchard  of  choice  ap- 
ple trees,  and  an  abundance  of  the  smaller  fruits, 
together  with  the  various  other  appliances  of  mod- 
em life,  conduce  to'the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of 
the  family.  lb'  has  a  model  home,  and  enjoys  the 
society  of  hosts  of  friends. 

Dr.  Loomis  has  been  three  times  married;  first, 
Aug.  28,  1849,  to  Miss  Mary  D.  Mansfield,  of  At- 
water,  Ohio.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  three 
children:  Emma  died  at  the  age  of  one  and  one- 
half  years;  Minnie  C.  still  lives  at  home,  and  has 
for  ten  consecutive  years  been  a  teacher  in  the  Bun- 
Oak  High  School ;  she  is  a  lady  of  great  culture 
and  refinement.  Edgar  A.  is  at  present  clerk  in  a 
dry-goods  store  at  Grand  Rapids.  Mrs.  Mary  I). 
Loomis  departed  this  life  at  her  home  at  Burr  Oak, 
June  30,  1867.     The  Doctor,  on  the  24th  of  May, 


2. 


JL. 


,K  iv|  I'll   C'OI   N'H 


►-■-4«- 


; 


ml  mntrininninl  alliance,  »  ith 
M  M  .!  -.    I  i  iliin,  » In.  died    in 

I  le  was  tln'ii  in.'ii  i  ied,  April  6, 1871    to  Mn 
\i  \     \  hi    Pelt,  of  Coldwater,   Mich.,    whose 

husband  was  killed  al    the   battle  of  s' R 

while  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  I  nion  Army. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs  I. is  are  members  in  x I 

standing  of    the    Baptist    <  I th,  nnd    Dr,   I.,   i"'- 

!■  uil;-  i"  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  the  Home 
s.li'.  I'liitii  ti\  .•  Association.  Politically,  he  is  an 
uncompromising    Republican,   and    an  active   and 

ienlious  worket  for  the  part)  t>>  which  hi 
long*.     I  If  has  taken  special  inti 
matters,  and  been  an  honored  member  ol  I 

i  in  Bui  r  « Ink  Township  sii 
in  i  88  I      I  le  » as   foi    a   number  ol    years    l"«  n- 

-l 1 1 1 >  Scl I  Inspector.     Il>  zed  as  oi f 

tlir  mosl  useful  citizens  in  I  unity.  Mill  fol- 

lows his  practice,  and  lives  comfortably  in  one  "f 
the  mosl  attractive  residences  of  the  township.  He 
is  a  pioneer  «li"  has  built   up  for  bimseli   a 

I.   and   is   in  :ill   rcs|  i  of  w  bom    the 

a  Hi-ll  be  proud. 


— !  hu  \i;n  GRA1  The  history  of  St  Jo- 
-«  seph  County  would  nol  be  complete  if  :i 
_— •   sketch    "i    this  gentleman,    whose    nan 

i,  should   l rnitted.     <  Minim:  as  be  <  1  i >  1 

to   Michigan,  and  n   Mottville  Township 

when   it   was  comparative!)  new,  he  bas  t - > k , - m  an 
important  part    in  bringing  about  the  pres 

now  living  on  the 
farm  he  originally    purchased    in    1850,  located  on 

i,  MottA         l  ••« nship,  and  i tnining  150 

;ricultural    land,   well    impro  •  •! 
jitnl  very  productive 

The    fat  ibject,  Kdws 

«:i>  born  in  In  iboul  the 

1780,  :inil  settled   in  Northumberland  County, 
Pa,     His  wife,   I 

a  nati  land,  and   accompanied  her  husband 

w Inn  In'  came   to  the  N 

parents  of   .-i  large   family   of   children,   who 
named    John,    Mary,   I  lizabelh,    I 
ji'i't  i.  Andre*  and   Nancy.     John  was  born  ii 


until    lii 
M  I   ■  ilao    III  r 

I       ibeth,  «  h 
int- ;  Andrew     Edward     •  .ruin 

■ 
ful  daughter,  nnd   resided    «itli    lici 
she  died,  in  I  -  '•  I 

\\  In  ibject  let 

tlj    ••  ■  Mottville  Tow  nship,  in   I  850,  » In 
purchased  the  fai  m  on  « bich  In 
While  in  Pennsj  i\  ania  I 
it    builder,  ond    for  i  ■•■ 
I  in  that  branch   of    I 

for  us the  Pennsylvania  (  anal. 

subject  "(  tin-  "ketch  and 
the  i  it  childn 

in^:  Andrew  was  born  Ma)  ii.  i 
and  resides   in  '  l-osben,   [ml, ;  ■  born 

on  the  i.tli  of  April  the  old 

I,  nnd  is  uumnrried ;  John  died  when  an  ii 
John    Edmund    was  born   Jan, 
ried,   and    lives  n  short   d  -  home 

farm;  Elizabeth   Ellen   was  I".  .1.   i» 

unmarried  ond  living  with  hei  fnlhei 
lii-  home;  William   was   born  July  - 
unmarried  and  lives  :it  Ii- •m«-  with  bis  fathi  r. 

is  hot  ii  M  she   i-  n  John 

Mi  I  iffer,  and    is   the  mother  "f   two  childn 
nnd  ;i   littlr   (1 
-  old  :  tin  v  live  in  the  » 
i  our  -ul. i 

Church. 
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were  but  few  of  his  neighbors,  if  any,  who  could 
excel  him  in  energy  and  ambition.  He  has  always 
lived  a  frugal,  sober  life,  and  by  his  persistent  ef- 
forts has  accumulated  a  snug  competence,  and  is 
fully  able  to  enjoy  the  years  that  are  yet  left  to 
him  in  quiet  and  rest. 
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<^p*HOMAS  REDFEARN.  This  gentleman,  al- 
(({(!§&  though  born  across  the  ocean,  is  one  of  the 
%£sgy  early  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  has 
given  the  best  efforts  of  his  life  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  as  a  reward  for  Ins  industry  and  applica- 
tion he  has  a  splendid  farm  located  on  sections  2  and 
11  in  Mottville  Township,  where  he  conducts  a 
business  of  general  farming  and  dairying. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
July  2,  1825.  His  father,  John  Redfearn,  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  America  in  1830.  and  set- 
tled in  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  where  the  mother  died  soon 
after  their  arrival.  After  her  death  the  father  left 
our  subject  with  his  uncle,  Thomas  (.ray,  and  went 
by  way  of  the  ocean  around  to  the  delta  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  thence  up  that  stream  to  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  where  he  was  among  the  first  miners 
in  that  region,  but  was  driven  from  the  mines  by 
the  Indians,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  which  lasted  but  a  short  time.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  came  with  his  uncle  Thomas  to  St. 
Joseph  County.  Mich.,  in  1834,  where  the  father 
had  come  a  short  time  before  their  arrival.  They 
settled  on  section  2,  Mottville  Township,  near  where 
the  noted  Indian  chief  White  Pigeon  was  buried. 
Our  subject  planted  a  cottonwood  tree  to  mark 
the  spot  of  the  last  resting-place  of  the  bones  of  a 
noble  red  man.  This  tree  died  of  old  age,  and  he 
planted  a  black  walnut  tree  in  18ti6;it  also  died, 
when  he  planted  the  noble  elm  which  now  marks 
the  Indian's  lonely  grave.  The  grave  and  the  tree 
marking  it  have  been  a  landmark  for  many  years. 
The  chief  whose  remains  rest  beneath  this  tree,  to 
whose  memory  it  is  a  fitting  monument,  was  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  Indians  of  his  time;  lie  proved 
li is  friendship  to  the  wdiite  settlers  in  many  ways. 
The  history  of  his  actions  toward  them  forms  one  of 

«*• 


the  most  interesting  legends  connected  with  the  early 
settlement  of  our  country.  The  town  and  surround- 
ing prairie  are  named  in  memory  of  this  man  and 
his  many  good  deeds  and  tried  friendship. 

When  the  gold  fever  became  epidemic  in  1849 
our  subject,  with  thousands  of  others,  was  attacked, 
and  he  went  overland  with  an  ox- team  to  California 
in  that  year;  the  train  with  which  he  was  connected 
was  composed  of  about  100  persons.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  go  in  large  numbers  like  this,  as  a  matter  of 
safety  against  the  depredations  of  the  various  hos- 
tile tribes  of  Indians,  which  at  that  time  infested 
the  plains  which  our  travelers  were  obliged  to  cross. 
He  remained  in  the  gold  mines  for  two  years,  when 
he  returned  to  the  States  in  1851,  via  the  "Central 
American"  route.  Although  they  experienced  many 
hardships  on  their  way  westward  overland,  those 
experienced  on  shipboard  on  their  return  were  far 
more  desperate  and  intense.  The  journey  eastward 
was  made  in  a  sailing-brig;  they  were  becalmed  so 
long  that  their  stock  of  provisions  became  nearly 
exhausted,  and  they  were  put  on  short  allowance. 
The  water  provided  was  black  and  dirty,  and  of 
that,  such  as  it  was,  they  could  not  get  enough.  At 
the  end  of  the  voyage  he  found  himself  very  weak 
and  emaciated,  lie  quickly  recovered  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Michigan,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852 
he  bought  his  present  farm  of  17.">  acres,  where  he 
has  since  resided. 

Mr.  Redfearn  was  married,  on  the  28th  of  March, 
1854,  to  Amelia  llachenburg.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Arthur.  Mary  A.  and  Sarah.  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Potts,  and  resides  in  Constantine 
Township.  Mrs.  Redfearn  has  proved  herself  an  able 
counselor  and  adviser,  and  she  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  which  they  have  realized; 
she  has  taken  special  pains  with  the  education  and 
training  of  her  children,  and  it  is  through  her  in- 
fluence and  example  that  they  are  so  well  adapted  to 
hold  the  honorable  positions  in  society  which  they 
do.  This  is  another  and  apt  illustration  of  the  old 
precept.  "The  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  is  the  hand 
that  moves  the  world,"  for  as  parents  educate  and 
train  their  children,  so  will  be  the  future  people  of 
the  world,  and  so  the  laws  of  society  be  made,  and 
as  the  children  of  to-day  will  become  the  rulers  of 
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married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Lydin 
Carr,  in  Porter  Township,  Cass  County,  Nov.  15, 
1857,  and  she  has  been  to  him  a  true  helpmate,  ami 
a  most  excellent  wife  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
She  was  born  in  Porter  Township,  Cass  County, 
Oct.  2,  1838,  a  daughter  of  George  E.  and  Polly 
(Fuller)  Carr.  Her  parents  moved  from  their  na- 
tive State,  New  York,  to  Cass  County  in  1H3G,  and 
thus  became  early  settlers  of  the  county,  where  they 
passed  their  remaining  days.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Rifenbergh  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth.  To  her  and  her  husband 
have  been  born  nine  children,  namely:  flattie,  the 
wife  of  A.  B.  Hoffman,  of  Reece,  Greenwood  Co., 
Kan.:  Henry  F.,  Pbylena,  Jennie.  Jesse  and  Alnora 
are  all  yet  under  the  parental  roof.  Viola,  Loren 
and  Olen  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Rifenbergh  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
for  his  many  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  His 
reputation  is  of  the  best,  and  both  in  public  and  in 
private  life  he  has  ever  been  found  to  be  a  man  of 
principle  anil  honor.  He  has  interested  himself 
greatly  in  township  affairs, and  has  taken  part  in  their 
management,  having  served  with  credit  and  fidelity 
in  numerous  minor  olliees.  In  politics  he  sides  with 
the  Democratic  party  and  uses  his  influence  in  its 
behalf. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  present  on  an  adjoining 
page  the  portrait  of  this  worthy  representative  far- 
mer of  St.  Joseph  County.  A  man  of  unblemished 
integrity  he  is  eminently  worthy  of  this  honor.  As 
a  most  fitting  companion  picture  is  given  that  of 
his  estimable  wife. 


<S  WILLIAM  II.  CASTLE.  The  subject  of 
\jzj/i  this  sketch,  who  at  the  close  of  a  well- 
Ww  spent  life  departed  hence,  in  1887,  was 
born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  April  12,  1811.  He  was 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Phebe  (  Beech)  Castle,  who  were 
natives  of  the  same  State.  Upon  leaving  New  En- 
gland they  made  their  way  to  the  vicinity  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y..  and  thence  came  to  this  county  during 
its  pioneer  days.  The  father  here  had  in  view  the 
building  up  of  a  homestead,  but  his  plans  were  cut 
short  by   his  death,  which  took   place   six  weeks  af- 


ter his  arrival.  The  mother  then  returned  to  Buf- 
falo and  made  her  home  there,  where  her  death 
took  place  about  1841. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Castle  were  spent  in  Sul- 
livan County,  N.  Y.,  and  he  came  to  Michigan 
during  its  Territorial  days,  while  a  single  man,  in 
1835.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  on  sec- 
tion 13  in  Colon  Township,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  his  labors  being  attended  with 
prosperity.  He  wisely  invested  his  accumulating 
capital  in  additional  land,  and  left  an  estate  includ- 
ing 210  acres,  with  ample  farm  buildings,  rnachineiy 
and  live  stock,  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  the 
modern  country  home.  A  glance  at  his  property 
conveys  the  idea  of  plenty  and  comfort,  with  ample 
means  and  all  the  good  and  desirable  things  of  life. 

The  lady  who  for  nearly  fifty  years  was  the  com- 
panion and  helpmate  of  our  subject.  Miss  Mary  T. 
Webster  in  her  girlhood,  became  his  wife  April  6, 
1837,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  her 
parents  in  Colon.  The  latter  were  Jesse  and  Cyn- 
thia (Webster)  Webster,  both  natives  of  Delaware 
County.  N.  Y.  From  the  Empire  State  they  re- 
moved to  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  when  Mrs.  Castle 
was  a  little  child  five  years  of  age.  There  the  father 
carried  on  fanning,  and  died  about  1824.  Mrs. 
Webster  was  subsequently  married  to  Lorenzo  Schel- 
house.  and  with  her  little  family  accompanied  him 
to  this  county  as  early  as  1831.  It  is  hardly  nec- 
essary  to  state  that  they  were  among  the  earliest 
pioneers  who  first  ventured  into  the  wilderness  and 
eliminated  a  homestead  from  a  wild  and  unculti- 
vated tract  of  land.  Here  they  spent  their  last 
days.  The  mother  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  and  passed  away  at  her  own  home 
in  1875. 

To  Jesse  and  Mary  T.  Webster  there  were  born 
two  children  only,  both  daughters — Mary  T.  and 
Sarah  M.  The  latter  is  the  widow  of  Orrin  W. 
Legg,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Colon  Township. 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Castle  was  born  in  Amherst.  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  April  24,1819.  She  was  twelve  years 
old  when  her  parents  came  to  this  county.  Her 
education  was  acquired  in  the  district  school,  and 
she  remained  with  her  mother  until  her  marriage. 
(If  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
five  children  :    Amelia  A.  is    the  widow   of   Edward 
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in  Florence,  St.  Joseph  County.  Jan.  22,  1839.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  old  homestead 
where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  conducted  in  the  schools  of  White  Pigeon, 
a  part  of  the  time  in  a  select  school.  After  his  father's 
death  our  .subject  assisted  in  settling  up  the  estate 
and  dividing  the  property,  in  which  he  had  an  in- 
terest. He  entered  into  possession  of  his  present 
farm  April  1,  1880,  and  has  ever  since  managed  it 
with  good  financial  results.  It  comprises  196  acres 
of  highly  tilled  and  very  productive  land,  admira- 
bly adapted  to  mixed  fanning,  to  which  Mr.  Dick- 
inson devotes  himself,  with  what,  success  mavT  be 
noted  in  the  rich  grain  fields,  yielding  abundant 
harvests,  and  in  the  sleek  and  well-kept  cattle  and 
line-bred  horses  roaming  in  his  pastures.  The  farm 
is  well  supplied  with  neat  and  tasty  buildings  for 
all  purposes,  and  everything  about  the  place  wears 
an  air  of  thrift  and  plenty.  Aside  from  the  man- 
agement of  his  farming  interests  Mr.  Dickinson 
does  business  as  an  agent  for  agricultural  imple- 
ments for  Mr.  Deere,  of  Moline,  III.,  and  has  been 
very  active  in  introducing  these  implements  into 
the  county. 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  married,  March  10,  1864,  to 
Lydia.  daughter  of  George  and  Frances  (Arney) 
Hardy.  Her  father  was  born  in  England  and  her 
mother  in  Vermont,  and  they  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  coining  here  in  1833. 
Mrs.  Dickinson  was  born  in  Lockport  Township, 
this  county,  May  1  2,  1  839,  and  lived  with  her  parents 
until  she  married  and  gained  a  home  of  her  own. 
Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  to  our  subject  and 
his  excellent  wife  by  the  birth  of  live  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living:  Carrie  E.,  born  Jan.  13,  1865, 
married  Edward  Hotcliin,  of  Florence;  George  11., 
born  July  26,  1868,  lives  ;it  home;  Sarah  K.,  born 
Feb.  9,  1870;  May,  July  16,  1872;  Ernest  L.,born 
Sept.  1*,  1875,  died  Sept.  22,  is,s7.  Mr.  Dickin- 
son and  family  occupy  a  high  standing  in  tbiscom- 
munity,  and    they    are   all    valued    members   of    the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  White  Pigeon.  The 

pleasant  abode  of  our  subject  and  wife  is  (lie  scene 
of  a  generous  hospitality,  and  its  inmates  are  often 
called  upon  to  welcome  the  coming  and  speed  the 
parting  guest,  a*  they  number  many  friends  among 
their   acquaintances.      Mr.    Dickinson    is   a   man   of 


much  shrewd  foresight  and  keen  enterprise,  possess- 
ing a  resolute  will  and  a  sound  understanding.  His 
geniality,  tact,  and  obliging  manners,  have  won  him 
a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  neighbors.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  his  party. 


^p^\  AMUEL  EARLY.  Occupying  a  proud  place 
^^g?  among  the  names  of  those  who  have  eon- 
\\Ll_-*/)  tributed  so  much  toward  making  the  State 
of  Michigan  such  a  proud  member  of  the 
great  family  of  States  of  the  American  nation, 
there  are  none  more  conspicuous  than  that  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  now 
resides  in  Mottville  Village,  where  he  transacts 
business  as  a  merchant,  carrying  a  stock  of  goods 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  country. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Northum- 
berland County,  Pa.,  Sept.  24,  1*24.  The  father, 
David  Early,  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  born  in  1768,  and  followed  farm- 
ing for  many  years.  He  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  at  the 
resilience  of  his  .son.  our  subject,  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  Mich.  The  mother's  name  was  Elizabeth 
(frees)  Early.  She  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
17»i'J.  She  died  at  a  ripe  old  age.  John,  brother 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Northumberland  County. 
Fa.,  in  1822;  he  is  a  fanner,  now  residing  in  Cass 
County,  Mich.  His  brother  William  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1826,  and  died  in  the  county  of 
his  birth.  Rebecca  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1817,  ami  died  at  the  age  ol'  fifty-three  years.  The 
wife  of  Richard  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania,  she  was  the 
mother  of  four  children,  one  only  surviving.  Ada- 
line  was  born  in  Northumberland  County.  Pa.,  in 
1831,  and  was  married  to  Jerry  Dyer,  who  is  a  far- 
mer in  that   State. 

Mr.  Early  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Gray, 
Sept.  -27.  1844.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Northum- 
berland County.  Pa.,  where  she  was  born  in  1827. 
The  early  days  of  our  subject  were  not  passed  in 
paths  of  ease  and  pleasure,  but.  on  the  contrary, 
weri1  filled  willi  many  troubles  and  much  hard 
labor.      When  old  enough  to  handle  a  team    he  was 
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o  "towboy"  on   the    Pennsylvania  <   tnal,  and 
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<ni  the  ».i\   westward   to  lii»  llnal    resting 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio  River,     He  re  -ill-  distinctly 
the  in  in\  expressions  ol  iw  show  n 

l,\  the   people  along  the   route.     Public  buildings 
and  private  reside  draped  «itli  all  the  Bad 

paraphei  i  mourning',  and    when    the 

passed  people  would  stand  «iili  b  twed  and  un 

heads  unl il   il    had  pass  ••!   from  sight, 
boat  thai  carried  the  rem  tins  was  nun  id  "( rcneral 
.Jackson." 
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tending to  come  to  the  pr<  it    Northwest,  which  re- 
was  granted.   I  le  w  rote  his  employers  thai  if  he 
did  not  come  back  in  three  weeks  1 1  ><■>  might  think 
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Joseph  <  ounty,  and  then  went    to   Bi  stol   and  en- 
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for  twelve  years.     In  this  he  was   prosperous 
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Leaving   lii-  farm,  be  m> > \ < ■■  I   into  M •  »•  t \  i  1 1 « •  Vil- 
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huh  in    idleness,  so  he  purchns 
dry-g I-.   I n.    shoes  and   groceries,  and    com- 
menced busii as  n  merchant. 

This  venture  proving  vcrj  successful,  Mr.  Earl^ 
found  :i  g I  opportunity  of  disposing  "t  it  i"  an  ac- 
quaintance from  California,  after  which  he  returned 
ic  Bristol  and  purchased  the  Western  Hotel, 

liis   hotel  :i«  hile  he  sold  ii    '"  •'■ 
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and  the  t 

I 

wharf    nearly  '■ 

I 
■ 

and  w  »uld  find    t..  do.      He  Dually  mi- 

lk! 
then  pnr- 

I 
which  he 
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of  cultivation,  and  added  forty  acres  to  li is  first 
purchase.  In  due  time  he  was  the  owner  of  1  •_'(') 
acres,  and  continued  there  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years,  then  came  to  this  county. 

Mr.  Teal  has  been  twice  married  first,  in  '837, 
to  Miss  Ruth  PilLieam.a  native  of  England,  and  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Pilbeam,  who 
spent  their  entire  lives  there.  This  lady  died  at 
her  home,  in  1NG7,  after  having  been  Ids  faithful 
wife  and  helpmate  for  a  period  of  thirty  years. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1870,  was  formerly  Miss  Caroline  M. 
Mellon,  at  that  time  of  Lagrange  County,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Caroline  Teal  is  the  daughter  of  Arthur  and 
Rachel  Mellon.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  seven  children — Olive,  Mary  .lane,  John 
William,  Arthur,  Ilattie,  Caroline  and  George. 

Mr.  Teal,  politically,  was  in  earlier  years  an  active 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  Of 
late,  however,  he  has  taken  but  little  interest  in 
politics,  lie  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  La- 
grange County,  Ind.,  a  number  of  terms,  and  in 
Burr  Oak  has  been  Street  Commissioner  and  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council.  lie  is  a  reliable 
and  substantial  citizen,  a  man  of  strict  integrity, 
and  one  generally  respected  among  his  neighbors. 

';UI)GE  WILLIAM  CONNOR.  Upon  the 
11th  day  of  July,  1803,  (here  was  born  in 
one  of  the  prettiest  farmhouses  in  Hillsboro 
(  oiinty.  N.  II.,  a  child  who  shortly  afterward 
received  the  name  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  who.  in  the  years  which  have  succeeded, 
has  abundantly  justified  the  rejoicings  of  which  he 
was  the  occasion  at  that  time.  In  the  above  county 
our  subject  spent  hi?  early  days,  occupied  with  the 
sports  and  pastimes  incident  to  childhood,  and 
gradually  taking  his  place  amidst  the  sterner  duties 
of  youth  and  manhood. 

Young  Connor  remained  in  his  native  county 
until  1828,  when,  starting  out  for  himself,  he  came 
West  as  far  as  Detroit,  remaining  there  a  short 
time,  as  he  did  also  in  the  cities  of  Ypsilanti  ami 
Ann  Arbor.  He  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  peda- 
gogue   during  the   winter   of    1826-29,  and    in  the 


spring  came  to  what  is  now  St.  Joseph  County  to 
look  at  the  lay  of  the  land.  The  surroundings 
meeting,  if  not  indeed  surpassing,  his  highest  ex- 
pectations, he  purchased  eight}'  acres  in  Nottawa 
Township.  He  then  returnee]  to  Ypsilanti.  and 
commenced  teaching  school,  but  Sept.  1,  1829,  lo- 
cated permanently  upon  his  land  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, where  he  is  one  of  the  old  time  residents.  It  is 
through  the  energy  and  self-sacrifice  of  such  men 
as  Mr.  Connor  that  St.  Joseph  County  is  indebted 
for  her  present  prosperous  condition. 

In  the  election  of  183G  Mr.  Connor  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  but  resigned  in  1837. 
He  has  also  been  County  Commissioner,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  Beyond  the  good  which  he  might 
accomplish  in  his  own  community,  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  an  unsalaried  office,  he  has  no  aspira- 
tions for  political  preferment.  Judge  Connor  mani- 
fested his  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  county 
by  superintending  the  erection  of  its  present  court 
house,  and  also  that  of  the  county  jail,  which  shows 
him  to  be  able  to  take  his  place  as  an  able  worker 
in  any  department. 

. Indue  Connor  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1835, 
with  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  (Rapalje)  Wicks,  who  only 
survived  her  wedding  seven  months.  In  due  time 
our  subject  was  the  second  time  married,  to  Miss 
A.  Powers,  who  bore  him  four  children,  namely: 
Mark  W. ;  Clara  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  R.  C.  Bar- 
nard; Helen  J.,  now  Mrs.  C.  A.  Ensign  ;  and  Clin- 
ton M.,  now  deceased.  Mrs.  A.  Connor  departed 
this  life  in  1869. 

Politically,  our  subject  does  not  meddle  in  poli- 
ties, otherwise  than  to  cast  his  vole  at  the  National 

elections. 

-    oro    . 
•    ocio   ' 

<il  MLLIAM  M.WATKINS.  Among  themany 
\tfjfl  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
WW  Leonidas Township  is  the  gentleman  whose 
biography  is  here  presented  in  outline.  His  resi- 
dence is  upon  section  21,  where  he  owns  190  acres. 
His  father.  Levi  Watkins,  came  from  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y..  to  this  county,  in  the  fall  of  1832, 
and  built  his  house  on  the  Nottawa  Creek,  in  this 
township,  in  November  of  thai  \  ear.  anil  there  made 
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In-  home  nut  ii  In-  dual  Ii  in  I 85  I.     II  ■■•  i • 

in  iidi  11  nami  I  -  ibl>cc,  died  on  the   19th 

ul  I ary,  1862.      Iln\  wen  the  parents  of  four 

sons  and  two  dau  w  hom  oui   - 

the  \  oun 

Levi  Watkins  was  one  ol  the  leading  citizens  in 
in-  disti  hi  II'  buill  <  In  in  -'  h 
Joseph  River,  between  Mottville,  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  County,  He  woe  a  man 
win*  took  the  deepest  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
community  of  which  he  was  m  resident,  was  intelli- 
ii'l  reliable.  It  was  lii-  endeavor  in 
lii-  family  i"  bo  train  and  develop  the  various  pow- 
ers "i  in-  children  as  t"  make  the f  n.-c.  in    the 

world,  and  capable  of  taking  their  places,  so 
lea\ e  ii  better  than  thej  found  it. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Naples, 
Ontai  o  Co  V  V.  on  the  17th  of  August,  1816, 
and  was  there  until  he  was  about   sixteen 

ll.  then  oi  corapanied  his  parents  to  this  H 
li.  attended  the  Naples  schools,  and  returned  from 
m        'in  to  Naples  to  attend  school  in  the  fall  of 

remaining  until  the  following  June.    In 
he   also   attended    a    branch  of  the  stair  Univer- 
sity, located    at    White    Pigeon,    from    December, 
1838,  until    March    I.  1840.     I ..  hool,  our 

subject  went  i"  li\:>-.  where  he  engaged  in  clerk- 
ing until   the   spring  of   18-11,  when   he  returned 
home,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since  with   tin 
ception  of  the  four  years  that  he  was  Sheriff  of  the 
county.     Then  he  lived  at  Centreville. 

Mr.  Watkins  is  tl wner  of  190  acres  ••<  c 

land,  and  erected  a  verj  fine  dwelling.     In 

November,  1866,  he  was  re-elected  Sheriff  ol 
county.     Il«'  has  also  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Clerk,  Supervisor,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  »liirl> 
latter  he  has  held  almost  continuously    9ince 
II.   «:i-  elected  Township  Clerk   in    1848,  and    in 
July,    1892,  l*i—   present  term   of  office  as  Ju 
<>f  the  Peace  « ill  ••  of   the 

Dg  members  of  tl"   ~-:   '•    Agricultural  Societj 
and  a  member  i>t"  the  St,  Joseph's  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance  Company,  from  which  it  »ill  be  seen  tli.it 
1 1 1 1  \   verj  actively  engaged  in   the  inter- 
ests of  the  community. 

Furthermore,  in  the  n 
kins  has  been  in>  less  interested,     lie  aided  lai 


in  put 

He    now    I 

and  i-  i-n  ji.\  n 

and  the  well-nigh  perfect  hi 

hnpplncss  to  be  bli 

l.\    the    result   ..i   an  n 

l.< Idas,  in  the  \<-.ir  1888,  bj  which  his 

the  26th  r,  1841, 

sketch  and    M       I  Hill 

This  lad 
S    IT.,  where  sin    was   I  in 
1821,     There  have  been  born  t.  chil- 

dren, Bve  of  whom  are  li\in:_'.  \\  . 

-  I  . .  I  .  .  i  1 1     Emei      0 
the  wife  of  Fred  B.  I 

Ida  M..  Sarah  and  \       Ida  and  Sarah 

when  young;  Marcia  was  born  in  1844,  and  dii 
i  a  liapp^    married   li'> 

Her  husband  was  PhincasJ.Sin -. 

Mi.  Watkins  i-  identified  »itli  I   •    M  is< 
trinity,  and   i>  h   member  "f   tl 

'ri'\  illc  ( 'liapter,  and    I      ■      I; 
Commnndery.     He  has  been    n   member 
standing  of  thi   Mi  ojml  Chui 

esl   possible  interest   in                -  and    edu    . 

institutions,  and  not  infrequently  have  they  filled 

in  connection  therewith.  Politically,  "iir 
Bubji                 inch  Republican, 


^^  |ii\    OLXEY, 

|— ■         «  IS  nf  the  worthy  an 

1  ■  nship.     1 1.-  v 

the  I  born    in    Mendon 

Tow  nship,  tlii-  county 

upon  the  farm,  and    I  1  in 

mum  In-  life.     He  was  s  n 
■  .1  intelligence,  with  a 

..f   many    social     virtu. 

D,  lie 
mail  of  high    moral   character,  and   din 
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state  of  cultivation^  to  have  it  fully  supplied  with 
substantial  buildings,  and  also  provided  for  his 
family  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home,  lie  was 
in  the  full  prime  of  manhood  when  he  was  stricken 
by  death,  which  was  caused  by  measles.  This  sad- 
dening event  came  to  his  family  on  the  15th  of 
March.  1887. 

Mr.  .Olney  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Nottawa 
Township,  to  Man  Post,  on  the  10th  of  Janu- 
ary. 1871.  This  excellent  lady  was  the  daughter 
and  fourth  child  of  Russell  and  Ruth  (Trusdale) 
Post.  who.  after  their  marriage,  settled  in  Nottawa 
Township,  Mr.  Post  having  come  to  this  county 
and  made  it  his  Ik. me  at  a  very  early  date.  There 
he  died  in  1*7:!.  Their  family  included  nine  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  were  sons. 

Mrs.  Olney  was  horn  in  Nottawa  Township. 
March  17,  1844.  She  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  the  district,  and  there  made  her  home  until  her 
marriage.  There  have  been  given  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife  Ave  children,  whose  names  are  recorded 
as  follows:  Sarah.  Georgiana,  Leroy,  Clarence  and 
<  '•  lenn. 

When  the  dark  cloud  of  bereavemenl  overshad- 
owed the  home,  it  was  a  somher  background  that 
only  threw  into  more  striking  relief  the  character 
and  many  womanly  virtues  of  Mrs.  Olney,  who. 
.  throughout  all  her  trials,  exhibited  a  most  beauti- 
ful spirit  of  Christian  patience  anil  affectionate 
trust. 


^^EOKOE  M.  SIDES  is  identified  with  the  in- 
dustrial interests  of  St.  Joseph  County  as  a 
carriage  painter,  decorator  and  paper  hanger, 
and  is  actively  engaged  at  his  trade  in  Colon,  w  heir 
he  is  prospering,  and  has  a  pleasant,  attractive 
home.  He  is  the  s..n  of  Dr.  Sides,  whose biograplry 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He  was  horn 
inLewistown,  Pa.,  in  1850,  and  was  but  a  hoy  of  six 
years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
to  settle  in  their  new  home  in  Colon.  He  was 
reared  here  and  had  the  benefit  of  an   education   in 

the  excellent  sel Is  Of  this   town.      He   was   of  an 

independent,  energetic  turn  of  mind,  and  being 
anxious  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  when 
but  fifteen  years  old  commenced  to  learn  the  trade 


at  which  he  is  now  engaged,  and  in  1868  went  to 
Three  Rivers  in  pursuance  of  his  calling.  In  1869 
he  went  to  work  for  .Mr.  Shepard,  of  Battle  Creek, 
and  remained  m  his  employ  for  four  years.  He  also 
worked  for  Upson  &  Brown,  of  the  same  place,  for 
two  years.  He  then  found  employment  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  E.  Clapp.  carriage-maker,  of  Battle 
Creek,  with  whom  he  staid  for  two  and  one-half 
years.  With  all  this  experience  he  became  a  su- 
perior workman,  and  was  highly  prized  by  his 
employers  for  his  intelligence,  efficiency  and  trust- 
worthiness. Mr.  Sides  returned  to  Colon  in  1882, 
and  established  himself  at  his  trade,  and  has  been 
working  at  it  ever  since.  By  his  steady  devotion 
to  his  business  he  has  made  money,  for  as  an  expert 
in  his  line  his  services  are  in  constant  demand,  and 
he  never  fails  to  find  work  when  others  are  forced 
to  be  idle. 

Mr.  Sides  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  united  in  1872.  in  Battle  Creek, 
was  Miss  Cora  Lobdell,  a  native  of  Battle  Creek. 
She  was  horn  in  1850,  the  third  in  a  family  of  four 
daughters  of  Jacob  B.  and  Maria  (Knapp)  Lobdell. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Battle  Creek,  where  her 
father,  who  was  known  as  a  patent-right  man.  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  carpenter.  The  pleasant  wedded 
life  of  our  subject  with  his  tirst  wife  was  of  brief 
duration,  as  she  died  Jan.  7.  1879,  after  lingering 
some  fifteen  months  in  consumption.  She  was  a 
lady  of  superior  culture,  a  graduate  of  the  Battle 
Creek  High  School,  and  was  conversant  with  the 
French  and  German  languages.  She  had  a  frank, 
generous  disposition,  and  was  well  beloved   by  all 

who  knew  her.      Mr.  Sides'  second  marriage,  which 

occurred  April  1  1.  1886,  was  to  Miss  Rebecca  Lid- 
die,  a  native  of  Colon  Township.  Mrs.  Sides  was 
horn  in  September.  I860,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  six  children  horn  to  Gilbertand  Rebecca 
(Weston)  Liddle,  natives  of  Meadville,  Pa.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  very  early  days  of  its  set- 
tlement li\  the  while  man.  Indians  still  lingering  in 
tin'  country  when  they  came.  Detroit,  then  a  small 
place,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  were  the  nearest  towns. 
Mr.  Liddle  settled  on  land  which  he  procured  from 
the  Government,  and  from  the  primeval  forest  that 

then  prevailed  in  this  part   of  the  State  he   built  up 
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:i  homo.     I  Ic  died  in  Julj 

thus  i •  > 1 1 1 1 •  I i 1 1 '_•  out  :i  useful  nn (I  l'u-\   life.    (lis 

i.  -  ii  ii  I  In-  i. |i|  lii.iin-li  "hI  in    i  olol).      M  i  • 

Sides  liml  two  half-brothers  who  ii«'k   pari  in  the 

u  iii .  i  in   l  [em  )    M     I . i ■  I ■  i I •  ■   i  l        ii.   being 

ed  in  In  .in  .t  i.i  •■! f  them,     \l  i  -    Sidi  - 

« nn  of  line  character,  of  pleasing  manners,  and 

makes  their  I >  comfortable  and  •  In  >i  -.    for   her 

lid,    ind    for    their    numerous    friends,  with 
» In. in  tin  )  often  share  its  hospitalities. 

Mi.  Sides  stands  high   in   the  estii  his 

fellow-citizens,  as  he  is  .•>  man   of  unexceptionable 
habits  rdj  nnd  indcpendenl  character,  and 

In  nil  the  relations  of  life,  as  son,  brother,  husband, 
ill  thai  can  he  desired,     lie  takes  nn  iutelli- 
iii    polil  ics,  and   affiliates   w ith    the 
Republican  pai  t\ . 


w 
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» II. 1. 1  VM    HINKL1  .    who    was   n 

resident  of  Men  don  rownship  since  April. 
5  j  I860,  bj  Iii-  life  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy accumulated  a  comfortable  property,  and  dur- 
ing iii-  last  years  lived  retired  from  active  lal  • 
his  pleasant  homestead  on  section  16.  lie  owned 
nboul    ninety-five  acn  od  land,    where  he 

ed  n   substantial    set   of   frame   buildings,  and 
gathered  about  himself  and  his  family  the  thousand 

little  comforts  and  convenience ssential  to  their 

in'  and  happini  ss.      I  lie  household   inchu 
highly  intelligent   wife  and    three  children,  all   m 

I ■.  formings  I'm  mil  \  group  amply  wortlvj  ol 

tation  in  m  work  which  "ill  claim  the  attention 
-i  citizens  of  1 1 ■  i  —  countj  .  «  hose 
histoi*}   it  is  di  o  perpetuate.     In  the 

to  come  a  future  generation  will  turn   tin 
with   more   than   a  interest,  and    note  the 

names  of  those  who  have   been   prominent   in  the 
iml   development   "i   St.  Joseph  County. 

Among  them  the  Ilinkle  family  "ill   upj    their 

rightful  position, 

Our  subject  was  the  scion  <  client  family, 

ii  native  of  ^  ork  <  ounty,  I'a.,  and  in  which  county, 
« hen    reaching    man's    estate, 
i|u:iin  stimable  lad  r.  Miss    Matilda 

Hites,  « iili  whom  he  was  united  in  m 


24,  1844.     Mrs.  Ilii 

(  muni  \ .  mid  was   I March 

maim  I    fheir   n 

making  tin  m  in  II 

ship,    '  i    i  ounl 

I  i.-u       I  i,u  ii-Iii  ■  ■  ■  ■  t  ■  I  s  .   « 

—  f 1 1 1 1 v  iii  the  pui  - 
iii«-.     In   i he  spring  of   tin 

to  tr\    tin 

iln-\  sojourned  m  |  i 

nii'l  i hen  ship, 

this  iniiiiiv .  where  thej  \\n\  ■ 

subjecl    and    hit 
with   deep  interest    the  growth   and 

southern    Michigan,   and    bore    no   unimport- 
ant   part    in    bringing    Mention     !  • . v>  ■  i ~ 1 1 i | >   U 

ii   status,   li:i\  ing    built   u| 
farms  within  ii-  limits,  fulfilling  the  idi 

•  liappaqua,  that  a  n  it  of  land 

well  cultivated  is  n  nble   than  :i 

I 
\  aluable  than  rnanj  en 

Mr.  II inkle,  the  ■  line  children,  was  born 

iii  "S  ork  <  ounty,  Pa.,  Maj   12,  1820,  and  « 

Inn  and  <  atherii       -  I [inkle.  •■• 

also  n 

liurn  in   tl  part.       \ 

ents  settled  in  ^  oi k   '  ounty,  but  lat< 
1  ountj .  and   after   ha> 

-  in  Pennsylvania,  removed  fron  mty 

to   I. '  I  ounty,   Ind., 

about     -  I  he   father  lat 

uf  Iii-  son  W illi.nn  in  Mendi 
spent  lii- 

are  li\  ing  family, 

if  them  n 
M   s.  Ilinklc  is  tin  ' ! 

in  •" 

their  lives   in  ' 

included  eight   ehildn 

nd    Mrs.  Ilii 
children  in  lVnn-\ 
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W.,  .Man-  C,  Martha  P.,  Jacob  W.,  Amos  S.,  .Ma- 
tilda A..  Melinda  E.  and  Winfield  S.  The  eldest  is 
forty-three  years  of  age,  and  the  youngest  twenty- 
five.  All  are  residents  of  Mendon  but  three  daugh- 
ter-, who  are  married,  and  living  in  Indiana.  Ohio 
and  California  respectively. 

•  After  his  marriage,  and  while  a  resident  of  Erie 
County.  Pa.,  Mr.  Ilinkle  suffered  quite  a  loss  in  the 
destruction  of  his  dwelling  and  household  goods 
by  tire.  During  his  early  manhood  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  a  number  of 
years,  lint  later  preferred  to  give  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  lie  cast  his  first  Presidential 
\  ote  for  Henry  Clay,  being  a  member  of  the  Whig 
party  until  identifying  himself  with  the  Repub- 
licans, to  whose  principles  he  gave  his  unqualified 
support.  He  held  the  minor  offices  of  his  town- 
ship, and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  for  many  years.  A  man  prompt  to 
meet  his  obligations,  and  one  whose  opinions  arc 
generally  respected,  he  formed  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant factors  of  a  community  more  than  ordina- 
rily intelligent  and  progressive.  Dec.  !•">.  1888, 
lie  was  stricken  with  paralysis  from  which  he  never 
rallied,  and  peacefully  passed  away  December  22, 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  seven  months  and  ten  day-. 


<*  OHN  W.  HARRISON,  a  prominent  and  well- 
I  to-do  citizen  of  Florence  Township,  was  for 
I  :  many  years  actively  identified  with  its  lead- 
i'(^J/'  ing  interest,  that  of  agriculture.  He  still 
retains  a  general  supervision  of  his  farm,  on  section 
29.  which  is  justly  considered  one  of  the  most 
valuable  in  the  township,  but  he  has  retired  from 
the  more  severe  labors  connected  with  its  manage- 
ment, and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  enjoying 
the  handsome  competence  that  they  have  accu- 
mulated by  their  united  labors. 

Mr.  Harrison's  father.  John  Harrison,  was  early 
identified  with  the  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  leading  citizen  of  Con- 
Stantine,  where  he  had  a  large  farm,  taking  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  public  affairs,  and  doing  a  great 
deal  toward  its  development.  Our  subject  being 
reared  amid   the    primitive   scenes   of   pioneer   life. 


has  many  interesting  incidents  to  relate  of  the 
brave,  sturdy,  generous,  self-sacrificing  people  who 
first  came  here  to  subdue  the  primeval  forests  of 
Southern  Michigan,  and  on  this  rich  soil  build  up 
homes  for  themselves,  their  children,  and  their 
children's  children.  Many  of  them  were  poor,  and 
had  a  hard  struggle  for  existence.  Owing  to  the  break- 
ing up  of  so  much  new  land,  the  country  was  very 
unhealthful.  which  caused  much  sickness,  and  these 
people  were  very  dependent  on  each  other.  Not- 
withstanding the  privations  and  hardships  they  had 
to  undergo,  they  were  uniformly  cheerful,  friendly 
and  social,  and  many  were  the  good  times  that 
they  contrived  to  have  to  lighten  the  tedium  of 
life.  They  were  contented,  and  made  the  best  of 
their  circumstances,  and  so  it  happened  that  many 
of  the  leading  people,  even,  went  to  church  bare- 
footed, and  the  sensible  women  did  not  trouble 
themselves  about  the  prevailing  styles  of  bonnets, 
but  wore  handkerchiefs  on  their  heads  when  they 
attended  divine  service. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  in  England, 
the  former  in  the  town  of  Waxholme,  Nov.  6,  171)6, 
and  the  latter  in  Hull,  in  1702.  They  were  mar- 
ried Sept.  23,  1819,  in  their  native  country,  and 
continued  to  reside  there  for  several  years.  In 
1835  they  concluded  to  emigrate  with  their  family 
to  America,  and  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks 
landed  in  New  York,  and  were  soon  after  on  a 
boat  in  the  Erie  Canal,  that  great  highway  of  the 
Western  pioneers,  bound  for  Michigan,  coming  by 
nay  of  the  lakes  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit.  Mr. 
Harrison  left  his  family  in  that  city,  and  taking  a 
stage,  crossed  the  intervening  wild  country  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm  in  Con- 
Stantine  Township,  and  then  returned  for  his  wife 
and  children.  After  settling  on  his  land,  a  part  of 
which  was  improved,  he  rented  it  until  his  sons 
were  old  enough  to  carry  it  on.  In  1868  he  sold 
his  extensive  and  valuable  farm  and  moved  into 
the  village  of  Constantine.  About  two  years  be- 
fore his  death,  which  was  Dec.  2,  1868,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years  and  twenty-five  days,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  property,  and  spent  his  last  days  with 
his  son,  our  subject.  Mr.  Harrison  was  a  man 
whose  high  character,  strong  common  sense  and 
shrewdness  made  his  presence  in  the  councils  of  his 
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fellow  low  iismcn  almosl  indispt  i 

Supci  visor  of  <  .    I  • .» n 

ship,  still  thai  posh  on  »fl<  i    lie  i"  i  a 

resideul  of  iIn'  village,  anil,  indeed,  until  iiboul 
two  \  i  ui  a  before  It ia  death,  when  lie  came  i"  Flor- 
ence i"  make  his  in.nn'  »itli  oui  subject.  Hi-  wife 
:i  (  onstantine,  Mich.,  I  I 
had  five  children,  four  ol  whom  were  living 
n  I    ii  the}  cam  i  to  Ami  -   follow  -     I 

born  Jul}  5,  1825,  died  in  Florence,  Jan 

John  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  I i 

25,  1828;  II ias,  born  Sept.  1 2  resin  Con- 
stat!)  i  Mansfield,  born  Jan.  ■  I  i.-«  1  Feb. 

John  W.  Harrison,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared   in 

i  i tit i in the  old  homestead,  and  the  pii 

influences  thai  he  obtained  in  the  earl}  days  of   bis 

i  molded  his  character  into  boldness,  strength 
and  self-reliance,  whereby  he  Iim-   been  enabli 
make  iii~  ,.nn  way  in  the  world,  and  attain  to  :i  po- 
sii inn  of  prominence  in  ii-  social  am i 

.-  n  presi  ntcd  in  Southern  Michigan.  He-  re- 
mained  in  lii>  father's  home  in  Constantine  l"«n- 
j,lii|i  until  he  «:i~  marrii  ■      \  1854, 

date  of  thai  important  Btep  in  bis  life  He  was 
then  united  t"  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  "f  John  nml 
Mar}  I'.m  iiliain.  natives  of  England.  The  father 
u:is  I mii  ii  in  Yorkshire,  in  1800,  and  t ho  mothi 
England,  in  1803.  They  migrated  to  Ibis  country 
and  settled  in  st.  Joseph  County,  in  1831, and  here 
the  father  died  Am:.    28,  I  -  -   after 

rrival  in  tln>  i try.     Hi-  wife  died  Jai 

They  had    two  children,   the   wife  "f  our 
subject,  and  Anna,  who  was   born  June 

in'  tin'  wife  "i    Henry  Sevison,  and  died 
7.  1857.     Mrs.  Harrison  was  born  in  England,  April 
28,  1829       I  rele  of  herself  and 

her  husband  is  completed    by   the  presence  "f  the 
three  sons  and   three  daughters   «li"  have   bl 
their  uniou,  of  whom    the   following  led: 

John    1'...    bora  April    I.   1858;  Edward, 

William,    March    27, 
April  -  \  !  Feb.   14,   1 

Minnie,  Oct  28,  1871. 

\  I  n  commenced  farn 

on  tin'  farm  he  Mill  "» r 

of  as  fertile  and  highly  producth 


f nl  in  the  ' ■• 

ial  buildings  and  I 
-t..i  ki  t'i  that  h 

i  iculture,  although  nol   i"  the 
grain  fields,  «  here  he  'Inni 

■  l  fr..in   the 

•  .f  farm  life,  n 

the  work  to  be  ■! ■.     1 1 1- 

\ en  inni 

mil  he  ha  I  many  i 

in    the  wondei  ful    improi  en 
which  so  lightens  tin-  labors  "f  the  fanners,     1 1 <- 

mbers  when   wheal    in   the 
manded  13  ■<■   bushel,    mil  the   holders  would    not 
■  lit  of  the   county,  but    kept    it    fur  their 

neighbors  who  had  n 

Mi.  1 1.. i  rison  and  lii-  fam 
Reformed    Cbupdi    of  ' 

foremost  in  .-ill  the  g I  and  charilal 

that  arc  carried  forward   ii.  Mr. 

- 

Jtworl 
called  upon  to  lill  some  of  . 

1 1 •■  i  \  ing  been   Supi 

mer.     He  i-  a  prominent  meml 

./.it ions  of  tin   l         A.  M.,  and 

II.       In  piil it  i'  i. 

s~+  I  I  IRGI     w     SPA!  SB1  in  .  M     I 
I       ,  >kill  in  In-    profession    •• 
V_>l  ii  in 

■  •ii  the    1 1  Hi 
Wlnl'                        i  infant 
S 
tildh I.  youth  and  early  i 

: ii  in <  >i)     - 

•    ■      II 

him  until 
eight* 

and  - 

I  1 1 1  v 

"f  m< 

N-      1         i  with 
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time,  however,  lie  attended  lectures  at  Willoughby, 
Ohio,  and  a  second  course  at  Berkshire  Medical 
College,  at  Pittsfield,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  the  fall  of  1847. 

The  Doctor  first  opened  an  office  in  Lodns,  Wayne 
Co..  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until  the  year 
1856,  and' then  removed  to  Three  Rivers,  in  this 
Stale,  entering  into  partnership  with  Dr.  S.  L.  Her- 
rick,  and  continued  in  that  relation  for  about  a 
year  and  a  half.  In  the  spring  of  1859  he  came  to 
Leonidas  Township,  where  he  lias  been  ever  since, 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  is  everywhere  highly  esteemed  as  a  physician, 
and  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  the  people. 

In  September,  1851,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  married,  in  Lodns,  X.  Y.,  the  lady  who  gave 
him  her  hand  upon  that  occasion  being  Miss  Silby 
Ann  White,  who  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N. 
Y.  She  has  become  the  mother  of  three  children, 
whose  names  are:  Ella,  now  Mrs.  Eugene  D.  Barron, 
of  Three  Rivers,  and  D.eWitt  and  Duane.  who  are 
twins.  Duane  is  at  Kalamazoo,  where  he  is  engager] 
in  learning  the  drug  business,  His  brother  is  a 
student  in  tiie  dental  department  in  the  University 
of  Ann  Arbor. 

Dr.  Spalsbury  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  were  sons,  and  all  of  whom 
are  living.  Although  he  has  made  his  way  thus  far 
in  his  profession,  enjoying  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  and  is  honored  in  the  community,  he  is 
not  idle,  but  gives  good  attention  to  the  keeping 
up  of  his  medical  studies,  so  that  he  may  be  abreast 
of  the  times  in  the  treatment  of  his  patients. 


'TpN  (i|;K1;T  S.  GRIFFITH  is  an  honored  citizen 
It^f  of  Fabius  Township,  with  whose  agricult- 
Qh\  ural  interests  he  is  prominently  identified, 
\j(8] both  as  a  farmer  and  a  stock-raiser,  lie 
is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  valuable  farms  for  which 
this  section  is  somewhat  noted.     If  is  finely  located 

on  section  18,  and  its  well-tilled,  productive  acres 
have  amply  repaid  the  care  and  monej  thai  he  lias 
bestowed  upon  them. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  born  in  Buckingham  Township. 
Bucks    Co.,    Pa.,   Jan.    11.    1824,   and    is   a   son    of 


Joseph  and  Mary  (Scarborough)  ( Jrittith,  the  father 
a  native  of  Wales,  and  the  mother  of  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  included  in  William  Penn's  grant. 
The  mother  was  of  Quaker  antecedents,  her  people 
belonging  to  that  denomination,  and  her  ancestry 
coming  from  England  to  settle  in  Pennsylvania  at 
an  early  day  in  its  colonial  history.  They  had  a 
family  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  eldest.  1  le  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received 
the  benefit  of  a  fair  education,  such  as  his  father 
could  afford  to  give  him  in  those  days,  before  free 
schools  were  known,  lie  worked  by  the  month  some 
lie  fore,  he  was  allowed  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself. 
Being  an  active,  enterprising  youth,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  bought  his  time  of  his  fat  her.  paving  him 
the  sum  of  $125.  lie  was  married.  March  20, 
1851,  to  Miss  Susan  Cox.  daughter  of  Jonas  and 
Elizabeth  (Larue)  Cox.  Following  is  a  short 
chronological  record  of  her  parents  and  their  chil- 
dren: Jonas  Cox  was  born  on  the  15th  day  of 
October,  1797.  Elizabeth  Larue  was  born  on  the 
20th  day  of  August,  1797.  They  were  united  in 
marriage  at  Fallsington,  Lucks  Co..  Pa.,  on  the  15th 
of  April.  1819.  Jonas  Cox  died!  on  the  19th  of 
December.  1834.  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  survived 
him  many  years,  dying  on  the  I  1th  of  May.  1869. 
Their  union  was  productive  of  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Sarah  was  born  on  the  7th  of  February, 
1820,  and  died  on  the  Huh  of  March.  1845;    John 

L.  was  bor i  the  17th  of  July.  1821;  Hannah,  on 

the  1st  of  September,  1823;  Ellwood,  on  the  29th 
of  May.  1825;  Mary  Ann  L..  on  the  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 1827;  Susanna,  wife  of  our  subject,  on  the 
30th  of  March,  l><29;  Samuel  L.  was  born  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1831,  and  died  on  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1833;  Elizabeth  was  bom  on  the  30th  of 
March.  1834.  John  L.  Cox  married  Catherine 
Ililes.  who  was  born  on  the  27th  of  April.  1838. 
Two  children  have  been  born  of  that  marriage: 
Joseph,  on  the  6th  of  May.  1858,  and  Charles  W., 
on  the  28th  of  September.   1863. 

For  two  veins  after  his  marriage  our  subject 
was  employed  as  a  day  laborer.  He  was  economical 
and  thrifty,  and  carefully  saving  his  earnings 
bought  a  horse,  and  went  into  debt  for  another, 
and  thus  equipped  rented  some  land  and  was  in- 
dustriously engaged  in    farming  it  for    four  years. 
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\i    the   expirnl t    thai    time    lie    ' 

II.      l.,'-|.|r-      i.U 'J      -"III.       |.|   I  -iiIimI       i  •  ■•  •  1   - 

such  as  household   ■-■ Is.     In    1851    lie  concluded 

i  Icultural   pursuits  on  the  unsui 
.  -..ii   ..r  St.  Joseph  i  < > 1 1 1 1 1 \ .  in   tin    - 
which  he  lind  heard  manj  plowing  nccoun 

I  herewith    his  tmnih   he   purchnscd  111 

.11. 1.  ..in'  .iii.l  one-half  mil. 
Rivers,  and  there  ho  lived  until  1878,     Eoi  n  time 
In-    was    \.r\     pros|>erou8    and    made  mi 
During  tli.H.n  he  built  a   handsome  and  commo- 
dious house  ward 
came  the  financial   panic,  times  were  hard,  and  the 

i'\|..' thai  li«'  had  been  al  in  improving  his  place 

proved  t.».  heavj  n  burden,  and  he  was  obliged  to 

.li-|... i    In-    property    to    paj   lii-   debts. 

ng  honorably   discharged  everj    dollar  of  his 
indebtedness,  he   found   thai  he   had  abou 
Irti  with  which  tostnrl  life  anew.    lie  then  bough! 
his  present  farm,  which,  « iili  the  -mum-  indefatigable 
Industry   thai  lias  always  characterized  him,  Ik 
improved  into  one  •  .)'  the  besl    places  in  the  neigh- 

borl I.     It  comprises    I 00   oi  rtile   soil, 

well  adapted  t..  both  the  raising  of  grain  and  cattle 
Over  the  pleasanl    household  "t   our  suhject  the 
low    .•!   death    i.ll    \..\ .   24,  1887,  and   thi 
voted  wife  and   tender  mother  was    removed   from 
the  -  ilness      She    was    :i   woman 

whose  sincerity,  tact,  and   ■_  har- 

le  her  beloved  bj  :ill  who  knew  her,  and 
in  her  death  the  community  lost  one1  whose  place 
will  be  hard  t"  All.  Although  she  dedicated  her 
life  ti>  her  duties  as  n  wife  and   m  mother,  sin 

rendj   to  respond  to  the  n<  ■  ■  >n t - 

side   ..t'  the  I le  circle,  and  her   memorj    »ill  be 

fondl}    cherished  03    relatives,  friends   and  neigh- 
bors.    The  Methodist  Episcopal   Church,  of  which 
she  was  a  member  from  1 1 ■  •  -  time  she  was  thit 
years  losl    in    her  a   bright    and    shining 

light.     Eighl   children   were  born  of  her  mart 
w  it  h  .>nr  Subject,  of  whom  seven  are  living,  namely  : 
M:u\    Anna,  born    March  is  the  w 

Joseph    Fisher,  .•!    Park    I'ownship,  and    has    four 
children  living;  Sarah  I...  born  Dec.  12,  i- 

1871;   Eliza  (  ..  born    March    I  I      - 
tlic  w  fherty.  lives  with  her  father, 

and  has  one  child;  John  t  ..\.  born  M 


mi  the  ho 

the  »  if.  •■!    Mills  Howard,  i 

and    has  one   child;    William     \        orn    Jit 

-.ni  «...  i . 

i i   .in. 

\l      i..i  ii  Jan.  Ii.  1 868,  i-  hi 

Ml        I    .   r    ill:' 

ti..n-  man,  one   in    whom  his   neigh Ix  the 

highest  contldence.     I  Ii 
(  hristinn,  and 

i>f  the   Methodisl    Episcopal  <  hurch.     Hi 
deep  interesl  in   Improving  the  agricultural   meth- 
ods   ■ 

Politically,  he  -\  mpal 
|iulili.:ui  party,  and   has  alw  i  tin     Itopub- 

Vpropos    to   the    |  and 

lii-  pnrtj    candidate.  Mr.  Gi  iffll  1  re- 

members  taking   pari  in   the  "loj  md    hard 

cider"  campaign  of  18-10,  although  hi 
enough   to   \..t<-.     He 
though    he    has    sen  ed    vi  on    the 

i|  Board.     Mi    Bi  HI 
I'nion  Aiin\   in  186  I.  the  1 

toward  pro\  i.lin_ 
tow  n  '_ri\  ing  the  balam  i 

.  —  *£*<  -  -  • 

i  »S1  ^S  SIMPS"  IN  is 
farmers  of  Leonidas  rownship,  and  o| 

•  •!  .  II- 

fathcr,  "  bos  with  that 

..f  our  -"  -  boi  n  ni  i 

is  ni-.  In-   mother,   wl 

1  in  tin-   . 
in  their  nal 
in  I  85  I.  com 

I ■  ■  nship.     l  i  home 

fur  tli  I  he   nnitli. 

■  >m  - 

and  the  f:itlirr  on  t!  ■  1 

ne  childn 

- 
the  fainih 
born  "ti  the  .".:!i  o( 
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Since  coming  to  this  country  lie  has  lived  in 
the  above  township.  From  his  youth  he  has  been 
connected  with  fanning  and  farm  life,  and  his 
property  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  district,  his 
buildings,  fields  and  pastures  all  revealing  the  fact 
that  a  master  hand  has  been  at  work. 

The  township  offices  have  been  held  by  our  sub- 
ject, that  of  Supervisor  for  three  years.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  did  not  qualify. 
Mr.  Simpson  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs,  and  has  held  several  offices  in  con- 
nection therewith.  He  is  one  who  enjoys  the  entire 
confidence  of  his  fellows,  and  as  a  result  has  been 
asked  to  serve  in  the  offices  held  by  him. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  married  in  Centreville.  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1857,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Jane  Gibson,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Moore)  Gibson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
County  Tyrone,  and  representatives  of  good  old 
Irish  families.  They  emigrated  to  America  in 
June,  1850,  and  settled  in  New  York  State,  com- 
ing to  this  county  in  April  of  the  3-ear  18.53. 
They  located  in  Nottawa  Township,  and  there 
made  their  home. 

The  birth  of  the  wife  of  our  subject  occurred  on 
the  28th  of  September.  1827,  in  County  Tyrone. 
Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has  been  very  happy, 
which  happiness  has  been  in  nowise  diminished  by 
the  birth  of  five  children,  whose  names  are:  Ellen 
M.,  Mary  I.;  Sarah  J.,  now  the  wife  of  James  Eth- 
vine,  of  Nottawa  Township;  William  and  James  A., 
both  of  whom  reside  at  home.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Simp- 
son are  in  accord  with  the  religious  views  embodied 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  are  members  of 
that  communion.  Their  children  have  been  brought 
up  according  to  the  same  teaching,  and  are  some- 
what attached  to  the  church. 


»  ATTHIAS      BECKER    PUTNAM     stands 
i\    among  the  foremost  of  the  agriculturists  of 


St.  Joseph  County  who  have  been  instru- 
mental in  building  up  its  great  farming  in- 
terests.  tie  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Constantine 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  large  farm  on  section 
36,  and  is  extensively   engaged  in  agriculture.     He 


has  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  township, 
and  his  home  is  very  attractive.  Mr.  Putnam  is 
the  son  of  a  pioneer  family  well  known  here  in 
early  times,  and  our  subject,  though  but  nine 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
their  new  home  in  the  forest  depths  of  Southern 
Michigan,  may  well  be  denominated  a  pioneer  him- 
self. He  has  been  a  dweller  in  St.  Joseph  County 
and  Constantine  Township,  boy  and  man.  for  over 
fifty  years,  and  in  that  time  has  witnessed  the  won- 
derful change  that  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
energy  and  indomitable  perseverance  of  the  early 
pioneers  and  their  successors,  rendering  this  one  of 
the  richest  and  most  prosperous  farming  regions  in 
the  country,  with  extensive  commercial  interests 
and  flourishing  towns  and  cities.  It  must  be  a 
pleasant  thought  to  him  that  he  has  materially  con- 
tributed to  this  prosperity. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Johnstown,  Montgomery 
Co.,  X.  Y..  March  17.  1*27.  and  was  the  seventh  of 
the  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
born  to  Peter  F.  and  Maria  (Becker)  Putnam.  His 
parents  were  also  natives  of  Montgomery  County, 
and  were  born  respectively  in  Johnstown  and 
Florida  Township.  They  married  anil  settled  down 
in  their  native  county,  and  there  all  of  their  chil- 
dren were  born.  In  August.  1836,  they  broke  up 
their  old  home,  and  with  their  family  came  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mr.  Putnam  having  the  April  pre- 
vious visited  this  part  of  Michigan,  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  laud  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Constan- 
tine. paying  therefor  $12.50  an  acre.  He  and  his 
wife  made  their  home  here  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  he  dying  in  November.  1858,  and  she  several 
years  prior  to  that  date. 

Matthias  Putnam  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  State, consequently 
most  of  his  lib'  has  been  passed  here,  and  he  has 
been  as  much  interested  in  the  progressand  growth 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan  as  if  he  were 
native  ami  to  the  manor  born.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  in  the  pioneer  influences  that  obtained  in 
his  early  home  here  grew  to  be  a  vigorous,  self- 
helpful  and  capable  young  man.  lie  adopted  the 
calling  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  in  following  ag- 
riculture has  accumulated  considerable  wealth.  He 
owns  300  acres  of  valuable  land  all  in  one  body  in 
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1         ■  inline  rownship,  nnH  has  it   under  fine  i 
vation,  supplied  with   substantial   and   commcxl 

buildi  n'l   the   i i    appi 

fai  mi  i  ibor. 

M  1 1 1 1 1  in  -   Pntnnm  and   Miss  Sarnh    \     Dick 

united    in  mnri I    12      -  ■  ■ 

being  performed  in  Florence  rownship.   Mrs 

Putni -  in  man]  respects  a  superior  woman,  and 

she  presides  » itli  charactei  if  o\  er 

mhI  her    husband's  comi lions  and    well-ap- 
pointed home,  dispensing   its   hospitalities    with  a 

and   and  a  Imp  pi    heart,  and    she    is    warmly 

sei led    in    !  mi    friends   or 

strangers  wh aj  come  t<.  them    bj    her  husband 

and  family       Mrs    Putnam,  who  was  born  in  I 
cure  Township,  this  county,  March  II.    If 
the  eldest  of  the  Ave  children,  three  sons  and  two 
born   '•  i  and   Sarah    I  Johnson  i 

Dickinson,    natives  of    Vorkshire,    England.     Her 
father  came  t"  Vmerica  when  hi 
i>ld.  and  in  1882  cm to  Michigan,  and  «a~  n  pi<>- 

of    W  hiti     Pigeon.     His    « ife   came    t(  i  tlii> 
country  in  1833,  and  thej  were  married  in  the  town 
■     I .i  uich    '  ounty,  near  the    resideni 

Luce,  in  1836.      I'hej  began  their  married  life 

in   Florence    rownship,  and,  ind I.   continued    it 

thereuntil  death  did   pari  them,  he  dyin 

Jan.  12,  im;t.     Mrs.   Dickinson   had 

twice  married,  and  :ii  the  Hi f  her  man 

to  Geo i  •••  Dickinson  was  the  widow  of  John    Bow- 
man, who  died  in  England.     I'>\    thai  marriagi 
had  one  child,  Mary,  who  died   in    1868  al    White 

>n;  she  was  the  wife  of  John  J.    Davis.     By 
her  marriage  «itli  Mr.  Dickinson  -\\>-  had  five  chil- 
drcn,  \i/:  George,  a  farmer  in  Florence  Township; 
I  harles  Kellogg,  of  the  same  township; 
Richard,  in  N  bite  I  !  •  >»  nship;  <  l 

in  Florence,  and  Mrs.  Putnam.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Put- 
nam are  the   parents  of    sis    children:   Anna,  who 

lives  iii   home;   Maria,  who  died  when    al I 

v      -    and  a   half  old;   Marj .    x  and 

John,      rheir  daughter  Man   was  married   al    1 1  i«-i  r 
residence,   Di  ak   P    llotchin,  ->f 

Florence    I'ownship,  and  there  w  ither- 

ing  of  friends  to  witness  the  im|  tony. 

M  i .  Putnam  i-  :i  man  of  clear 
judgment,  and  possesses   weigh!   and    influem 
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the  thin  commui 

in<l   up  so   I" 
in.. i.  .nd  pnlih  i  than  he 

i  the 
township   and   counl  \ .    and    hi 

ted  for  tin 
man  and  honi  ■  i   I  »i- 

oi  for  man}    years,  and  has  held   some  of  the 
minor  offices.     In  polil  'li  the 

'  1  ; 

member  of  tl  1   <  hun  I  i 

hai  I n   f..r  upwind  of  lliii  ' 


,     Wll  I.I.    KLADY.       I  :    ihw 

sketel 

the  u..:il  after  \  i  :u>  of  toil,  labor  and 
iety,  mid  all  the   attendant   in 
life,  and  i  d  from 

ng  in  the  villi 

_.d  in  tbe  peaceful  pursuits  of  an  agricull 
since  his  advent  here,  in  1837,  while  Micl 

still  a  Territory.     Alii gh  now  the 

j  upon  a  :  ne  ..f 

tl ■  ii  whose   intimate  knowledge  >.f  his  .ailing 

and  -  tby  <>f  mention  Id 

connection  with  any  volnmi 

Bhip. 

..f    an  individual  I  iiii|xir- 

dity.  and  can  nei  >  r  be  : 
erly    omitted    from    thi 
subject's  father.  Isaac  Klad  j 
Quaki     H  mother, 

.  named  > 
of  lier  nativity        I 

-  ..f  earth  in   I  Y., 

whence  he  had  removed    with  l 

molhi  ii  of   hrr 

md  to  tlii*  county,  and  made  hor   borne   with 
n  until  hi 
I'll.  •  ibject    nmiii 

the  death  "(  the  father 
sibilil 
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oldest  son.     He  was  born  May  15,  1806,  in  Cayuga 

County,  N.  Y.,  in  which  place  he  lived  until  attain- 
ing the  age  of  twenty  years.  Livingston  County, 
however,  held  out  greater)  inducements  than  he 
could  hope  for  in  his  native  county,  whence  we  find 
him  migrating.  So  correct  did  his  foresight  in 
regard  to  bettering  his  condition  prove,  that  he  re- 
mained in  Livingston  County  until  1837,  being  en- 
gaged in  the  meanwhile  upon  a  farm.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  however,  feeling  that  the 
largely  undeveloped  State  of  Michigan  would  prove 
an  excellent  field  to  carve  out  for  himself  a  financial 
prosperity,  he  migrated  hither,  locating  in  Nottawa 
Township.  Nor  was  Mr.  Klady  in  the  least  mis- 
taken in  selecting  Michigan  as  his  future  home,  as 
the  reader  will  see  that  he  began  with  practically 
nothing,  and  whatever  has  been  attained  is  the  re- 
sult of  his  earnest,  manly  efforts,  which  have,  how- 
ever, been  supplemented  by  the  faithful  affection 
and  counsel  of  his  devoted  wife. 

In  1852,  Mr.  Klady  desiring  to  see  something  of 
the  farther  West,  crossed  the  plains  to  the  Pacific 
Slope,  remaining  there  five  years,  when  he  retraced 
his  >teps  to  this  county,  and  with  that  one  excep- 
tion has  been  a  resident  here  since  his  first  advent 
into  the  county  in  1837.  As  before  stated,  our 
subject  has  always  been  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  and  is  the  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  1711 
acres,  which,  although  not  very  extensive,  it  is  to 
be  doubted  if  any  in  the  count}'  is  more  perfect  in 
its  operations  and  workings. 

Mr.  Klady,  in  August,  1888,  had  the  dire  mis- 
fortune to  lose  his  house  by  fire.  In  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  however,  he  erected  a  beautiful  dwelling 
on  the  old  site,  complete  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments and  conveniences,  and  which  is  not  only  a 
credit  to  its  proprietor,  but  something  to  be  ad- 
mired by  the  entire  county,  lie  was  married  in 
>"ew  York  City,  to  Miss  Mary  Sisco.  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children,  William  K.  and  Charles  .1., 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  Washington  Territory, 
when  twenty-four  years  old,  and  the  latter  died  in 
infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  her 
home  in    Nottawa    Township,    Aug.     1,    1847.      .Mr. 

Klady  was  a  second   lime   married,   at   Centreville, 

this  State,  to  Mrs.  Jane  Peed,  the  wedding  being 
celebrated  Nov.     13,    1860.      Mrs.    Klady    was    the 


widow  of  William  A.  Reed,  by  whom  she  had  four 
children,  three  dying  in  infancy.  The  remaining 
child,  a  son,  William  M.,  died  in  Centreville  when 
a  young  man. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Klady  were  Richard  and  Han- 
nah Keelcr.  The  father  departed  this  life  in  Erie 
County,  Ohio.  The  mother  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  and  passed  from  this  life  in  Nottawa 
Township,  in  the  fall  of  1885,  The  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Hopewell,  N.  J.,  June  30,  1812.  Mr. 
Klady  has  served  his  township  in  the  capacity  of 
Constable  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  on  all  mat- 
ters of  political  interest  takes  his  stand  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  never  at  the  expense  of  prin- 
ciple. He  is  a  friend  to  good  morals,  ami  anxious 
to  do  all  in  his  power  as  a  citizen  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  his  community. 
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I  I.I.I  AM  II.  STEAKS.  Prominent  among 
the  native-born  citizens  of  Michigan  who 
ty^S  :ll'c  now  some  of  the  most  active  members 
of  its  agricultural  community,  is  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  record.  He  was  born  in  Florence 
Township.  July  1.  1854,  and  is  now  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  his  birthplace,  own- 
ing and  occupying  as  fine  a  farm  as  can  be  found 
in  this  locality,  lie  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Stears,  a 
prominent  pioneer  of  SI.  Joseph,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Our  sub- 
ject  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in  this    town. 

and  was  carefully  instructed  by  his  .father  in  all  the 
details  of  farming,  SO  that  when  he  hail  to  choose 
his  life  work  he  naturally  preferred  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture.  He  received  a  substantial  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Florence,  and  lived  under 
the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
Iletheu.  in  1876,  came  to  take  possession  of  his 
present  farm  on  sections  32  and  33,  one  of  the 
pleasantest  and  most  valuable  sites  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  immediately  entered  upon  its  improve- 
ment, and  with  persistent  energy  and  skill  has 
brought  his  land  under  high  cultivation.  He  has 
his  farm  well  stocked  with  stock  of  good  grades, 
as  lie  pays  much  attention  to   that   branch    of  agri- 
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culture,  as  « '-II  as  nd  otliei 

products,     III-  buildings  are  nil  in  •_■ I  ordi  i 

adapted  t"  their    \  ■> -   usi  -.  :m<l  lie  h 

Bupply  "i  machinery  t"i  carrying  on  Ids  running 
operations. 

Mr.  S tears  v  ed   in   1  lorenci     I '■>«  nsliip, 

Di  to   Miss    Mar]  ,  el  of  1  lenrj 

on,  "i  I  1 ncc  1  ow  nsliip,  » ho  « ill 

mnd  notlicr  i  his    work.     M  i  - 

rs  is  likewise  a  native  ol    Floret Township, 

her   bii il urring  hi  ■    was 

educated  in  the  public  schools  here,  and  is  an  Intel- 

nl  Mini  well-bred  lady,  whose  kind    hospitality, 

•  her  « itli  her  husband's  genial  i  • 
their  homi f  the  b(   attractive  in  the  com- 
munity.    One  child.  Thomas  II..  was  born  to  them 

M i     -  show  n   himself  t"  be  n 

much  decisi i  character,  prompt  and  capable  in 

the  management  of  his  business  affairs,  and  a  thor- 
oughly   practical   and    systematic  farmer,    who   is 
meeting   with   deserved   success  in  his  calling 
«ill  undoubtedly  be  counted  among  the  mon 
men  of  the  count]  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  it' 

he  continues  t"  prosper,  and  he  has  the  g I  « 

of  many  friends  thai  he  may  do  so.  Vs  nn  intelli- 
gent citizen  should  he  lakes  much  interesl  in  |»'li- 
ind  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  identified  with  theF.of  II.  Mr. and 
Mrs.  Sti  ei    rnest  Christians,  who  strive  to  do 

their  duty  in  their  home  and  toward  their  neigh- 
bors, and  thej  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church 
a)  i  onstantine. 


\  Ml  ■>  .ii  iHNSt  IN    i-   one  of  the   repn 

cit  izens   in   this  county .  ond   held   in 
high  regard  by   all  who  know  him.     II<    is 
one  of  that   most  appreciabli 
«  ho  hail  from   the    Bi 
born  in  Somerset.  Fairfield  (  <>..  Ohio,  on   tin 
of  February  ,1814.     He  is  the   • 
Sarah  (Schaefer)   Johnson,  nati  y  of 

Mary  land  and  Pennsy  1\  ania. 

( inr  sul  up  "ii  n  fai  in.  and  amid 

surroundi  iculturnl   nature.     He 

to  Michigan,  and  in  A  pril. 


( 


taking  the  land  i  Ii 
Imi  whii 

i '  products  e  farms  in  t 

i 

■  lit  farm,  part  of  w  hich  i tin 

ind    1 10 

- 
1 1 

•nl.     I le  made  his 
the  <  hicago Turnpike,  with  which  cnterpi 

connected  fr 1 832  until  1831 

he  h  ■  mtinuously  ond  <• . 

in  ilic  lumber  business  and  agricultural   pur- 

The  i  185 1  were  Bpent        I 

n  here  hi  in  mining 

:i  lumberman  have  been  chiefly  in  K< 

ilii-^1   ••        riicre,  in  1885,  he  sustained 

fire  "t  150, Hi    stil 

Ion,  in  tlii-  count  \       1 1 
being  one  of  the  pioneers,  and 
prominent   of  pioneers,  in   that  industn    in  M 
gan. 

the  19th  of  February,  1839,  the  lad] 

Miss   Jane    Moe,   the    da 
and  Mnranda  Moe,  the  forn 
pioni  3  rhis  lady  was  born  in   \ 

bula  <  'ounty,  <  >lii>>.  on  the  5th  o    S 

Mt    and  Mrs.  Johnson   have  i Ii  their 

own,    but    have   furnished   homi 
opportun  I  them  t<i  -turt  in 

Their  homi  n  the 

Chicago  Turnpike,  about  four  n 

high  Jnnit  lb. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  man  well  informed  mi  nil   _ 

eral  subjects,  and  br I  and  liberal  in  his 

\  iews,  believing  t 

ha  vi  ilarly 

Mrs 
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happiness  and  comfort  of  the  other.  They  appear 
more  like  a  newly  wedded  couple  than  people  who 
have  spent  so  many  years  together,  a]  parently  as 
careful  and  considerate  toward  each  other  as  in 
the  days  of  their  early  wedded  life.  Few  homes 
are  more  pleasant  to  look  upon,  both  within  and 
without,  and  the  sunset  hill  of  life  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnson  seems  to  be  a  very  pleasant  and  easy 
path.  They  are  surrounded  by  hosts  of  friends, 
whom  they  have  made  by  their  uniform  hospitality 
and  kindness,  and  who  will  recall  their  names  with 
affection  long  after  they  have  departed  hence. 

It  is  eminently  fitting  that  the  portraits  of  Mr. 
Johnson  and  his  estimable  wife  should  be  presented 
in  this  volume  as  the  representatives  of  all  that  is 
reliable,  worthy  and  good,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
be  able  to  perpetuate  their  features  in  this  manner. 


^.RSAMUSC.M.  BATHS.  Amongthe  promi- 
nent and  successful  farmers  residing   within 
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the  limits  of  this  county,  the  name  of  our 
subject  holds  a  proud  place.  His  handsome  and 
highly  improved  farm  is  located  on  section  12. 
Constantine  Township.  He  is  a  husbandman  of 
much  ability,  and  keeps  his  home  in  the  best  condi- 
tion, and  has  from  the  beginning  of  his  agricultural 
life  made  the  business  a  study,  and  reduced  it  to  a 
science,  lie  was  horn  in  Bennington  County.  Yt.. 
Feb.  21,  1806.  lie  lived  in  hi-  native  Slate  until 
In  was  nine  years  old.  when  his  parents  with  their 
family  moved  to  Middlesex,  Yates  Co.,  X.  Y..  where 
he  lived  until,  in  September,  1833,  he  came  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  settled  in  this  township,  first 
on  a  farm  on  section  1.  which  he  yet  owns.  Nine 
years  later  he  bought  his  present  homestead  of  1IISI 
acres,  on  sections  12  and  13,  on  which  he  has  ever 
since  lived. 

Mr.  Hates  was  married  to  Sarah  M.  Harwood,  in 
September,  1831,  just  prior  to  his  leaving  for  the 
V.  est.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  They 
were  married  in  Gorham,  Ontario  Co..  X.  Y.  She 
was  a  refined  and  highlj  educated  lady,  and  in  all 
things  proved  to  l,e  a  helpmate  t o  her  husband,  and 
a  prudent  and  careful  adviser.  She  had  a  great 
pride  in    her  familj   of  children,  and    carefully    in- 


structed  them  in  their  early  childhood  in  the  ways 
of  uprightness,  honor  and  virtue.  She  was  attacked 
with  that  dread  disease,  consumption,  and  departed 
this  life  Jan.  5.  1  ST.").  leaving  her  husband  and  a 
family  of  five  children  behind  her.  Each  and  all 
revere  the  memory  of  the  wife  and  mother.  The 
children  were  named:  l'hilorman  1!.,  Esther  M., 
Rachel  M..  Bradford  L.,  Avis  R.  and OrsamusM.  C. 
Philorman  11.  is  a  farmer  residing  on  the  home 
farm  in  Constantine;  Esther  is  the  widow  of  A.  Sel- 
leck;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  George  Kinney,  and 
resides  in  Sumner  County.  Kan.;  Bradford  died 
before  his  mother,  when  he  was  six  months  old; 
Avis  is  a  farmer  in  Sumner  County.  Kan. ;  Orsamus 
M.  C.  Jr..  resides  with  his  father  in  Constantine 
Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  Caleb  Hates,  was  born 
in  Bennington  County.  Yt.;  his  mother  was  Rachel 
(Millington)  Hates,  and  was  a  native  of  Vermont. 
Both  parents  were  earnest,  thorough-going,  pros- 
perous people,  looking  well  to  all  the  details  of 
life,  which  quality  they  transmitted  to  our  subject. 
His  grandparents,  Joshua  and  Avis  (Sherman) 
Hales,  were  natives  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, and  before  the  War  of  the  Revolution  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  in  Bennington  County,  where 
both  died.  The  night  before  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  Joshua  Hates  was  employed  in  running  bullets, 
expecting  to  take  part  in  the  fight,  but  got  to  the 
Held  as  the  battle   el'  ised. 

Since  his  settlement  in  .Michigan,  which  was  at  a 
very  early  day  in  the  history  of  the  State.  .Mr. 
Bates  has  brought  into  play  the  many  sterling  quali- 
ties inherited  fr< mi  his  New  England  parents,  and  by 
close  application  and  the  exercise  of  an  indomitable 
will  and  perseverance,  he  has  gathered  about  him  a 
snug  competence  and  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
now.  when  he  has  reached  the  evening  of  life,  he 
can  look  about  him  and  feel  that  the  world  is  better 
for  his  having  lived  in  it.  Always  generous  and 
public-spirited,  the  various  interests  that  have  ad- 
vanced the  State  to  its  present  proud  position  have 
found  in  him  an  earnest  and    hearty  supporter. 

In  political  matters  our  subject  has  always* acted 
with  the  Republican   parly,  feeling  thai  it  has    for 

its  object   the   advancement    and    enlightenment    of 

the  masses.       He  has  taken  a  prominent    and    active 
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purl  in  ' !                onal    inti  I  he  ton  nship, 
and  Ii                              i    the   ii  iii-   indi- 
um! i Durin 

in  \l  i 

man)  successes  and  man)  failures,  man] 
Joys  and  man}  pleasures.  In  the  earliesl  days  ho 
giiffi  and    povi 

Hut  the  trials  incident  i"  the  life  in  a  new   country 
were  borne  •  ■  \  himself  and  wife   with   fortitu 

i  in  In-  on  n  mind  i  lial  the  time  would 
come  when  he  would  he  relieved  of  the  burdens 
then  imposed,  Hqn  well  his  feeling  was  justified, 
n  needs  but  iboul  him  to  n  itm 

The  reside t  our  subject   is  finely  situated, 

and  in  it-  "Hi  ward  appearai  most 

>ut  in  the  township.  The  interior  is  handsomely 

furnished,  is  large  and   r< y,  the  ideal   Ami 

country  home,     The  grounds  surrounding  thel se 

ore  large,  and  are   ornamented    »iiii   a    number  >>f 
trees,  shrubbery,  flowers  anil  beautiful  walks, 
other  farm  buildings,  barns,  grannrii  •  e  ex- 

\  e,  well  d  ind  constructed  in  the  most 

substantial  manner.     II 
known  as  Bi  i  «d  si 
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»ll  I.IAM  BELL  MRS  i  tbrougb- 

i      /        ii  White  Pigeon  Township  as  a  fine  sp 
YY      ""'ii   nf    tlie   typical    Knglish  farmer,   who 
came   to  il"1   Wesl   in  his  }*ounger  years,  equipped 
with  :i  good  supplj  of  muscle,  and  the  sturdy  per- 
severance which  seldom  fails  to  succeed.   He  is  non 

the   owner  of  n   good  far n  section  7.  whii 

has  buill  up  from   ■  uncultivated  soil,  . 

ing  thereon  good  buildings,  making  fences  and 
ting  fruit   trees,  laboring  earl}  and  late,  and  lai 

the   found  I   pn  ipei  ty,     II 

cally  independent,  and  sitting  under  the 
ami  ii  his  on  n  plant  look 

upon  the  result  <<(  his  labors  with  "ii. 

A  native  of   Lincolnshire.  England,  oui 
was  born  Jul)  31,  1 8*20,  and  is  the  son  of  Vii 
and  Ann  (Jillii  i  s,  n  ho  ** 

same  count)  son.     They  were  i  i 

lit  children,  and  spent  their  entire  lives  upon 

their  native  soil.      I  survivors  of  their  fam- 
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Township;  George  married  Mis.*  Fanny  Belote,  lives 
in  Lagrange  County,  and  has  three  children — Ethel, 
Inez  and  Hugh;  Henry  married  Miss  Minerva  Wal- 
ter, and  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Lagrange 
County,  Ind. 

Mr.  Bellairs,  politically,  is  a  warm  supporter  of 
Republican  principles,  and  in  religious  matters  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
bas  never  had  any  weakness  for  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  attention  to  his  farming  affairs.  He  is  re- 
garded by  his  neighbors  as  a  law-abiding  and  relia- 
ble citizen,  who  in  the  building  up  of  one  of  the 
best  homesteads  of  White  Pigeon  Township  lias 
thus  contributed  much  toward  the  development  of 
its  most  available  resources. 

'jl  OSEPH  BROWN.  It,  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  Michigan  i>  one  of  the  greatest  sheep- 
raising  States  in  the  Union,  only  Ohio.  Cali- 
fornia and  Texas  outranking  her  in  this 
respect.  Tin-  gentleman  whose  name  >tainls  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  leading  represent- 
atives of  this  great  industry,  as  carried  on  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  He  is  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-grower  of  Florence  Township,  where  he  owns 
a  valuable  farm  on  section  31. 

Mr.  Brown  is  of  English  birth  and  ancestry,  as 
weir  likewise  his  parents,  lb-  was  born  in  Not- 
tinghamshire, May  'J.  1834.  His  father,  Charles 
Brown,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  England,  born 
in  1807,  and  dying  in  1S35,  while  yet  a  young  man. 
The  worthy  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  (Kempshell)  Brown,  was  born 
in  1807.  In  184.">  she  left  her  native  England,  tak- 
ing with  her  her  little  boy.  our  subject,  and  made 
her  way  to  this  country  and  to  Michigan,  where  she 
had  determined  to  make  her  home  for  the  future; 
she  now  has  a  home  on  her  son's  farm,  where 
she  is  spending  her  declining  years,  surrounded  by 
every  comfort    that  filial    love  can  provide  for  her. 

The  little  English  lad  who  was  thus  brought  to 
this  country  when  he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age, 
grew  up  under  Republican  institutions,  and  is 
to-day  one  of  the  foremost  sheep-growers  of  this 
great   and    powerful    commonwealth    of    Michigan. 


He  spent  the  first  few   years  after  coming  to  this 
State  in    his  mother's   home  at  White  Pigeon.     At 
the    age    of    sixteen  years    he  commenced  to  earn 
his  own   living  by  working  on  a  farm   for  the   sum 
of  $8  a  month,  and  was  thus  employed  for  about 
fouryears,  receiving  nearly  $100  a  year  for  a  full 
year's  work.     At  the  age  of  iwenty  he  had  saved 
money  enough    to   carry  out  his  ambitious    project 
of  seeking  a  fortune  in  California,  and  in    1850  he 
started  for  the  land  of  gold,  going    by  boat   from 
New   York   to  the   Isthmus  of    Panama,  and    then 
walking  across  the  isthmus  to  take  passage  in  a  ves- 
sel  for  San   Francisco,  arriving  there  in    January, 
1851,  having  been   fifty-eight  days    en  route.     He 
remained    in  California  three  years,  working  dili- 
gently  in  the   mines  all  of  the  time,  and    managed 
i"    accumulate   sonic    money.      Tiring  of  the    hard 
life  of  a  miner,  his   thoughts  turned  once   more   to 
home  and  friends  in  Michigan,  and  he  soon  retraced 
his  steps  and  once    more  settled    in   this  State.      He 
purchased  a  threshing-machine,  and  during  the  har- 
vesting season  for  twenty-two  years  was  employed 
in  running  it  at  a  great    profit,  and    worked  a   farm 
on   shares   (he   rest  of  the   year,  having  purchased 
his  present  farm    after  his   return  from    California. 
It  comprises  198  acres  in  an    excellent  state  of   ti  11— 
age,   and    amply    provided    with    all    the   necessary 
farm  buildings.     Mr.  Brown  carries  on  mixed  hus- 
bandry, his  land  being   admirably  adapted   both  to 
raising   grain  and  stock,  and  be   makes  sheep  feed- 
inn  a  specialty,  feeding   from  1,500   to  1,800  annu- 
ally, and  shipping   them  to   Buffalo.     He  has  made 
this    branch  of  industry  a  great  success,  ami  is  now 
numbered   among   the   solid,   moneyed    men   of    St. 
Joseph  County. 

Iii  1858  our  subject  was  married  to  Catherine 
Dale,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Mary  (Shineberger)  Dale.  Her  father 
was  born  .lime  13,  1813,  came  to  Florence  Town- 
ship in  18-I.n,  and  died  June  1  8,  1853.  Her  mother 
was  born  in  1811,  and  died  Sept.  24,  1860.  She 
and  her  husband  wire  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  Brown  was  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  spent  their 
entire  married  life  at  their  present  place  of  resi- 
dence, and  in  their  pleasant  home  five  daughters 
have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  born 
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June  i".  I8CI     \   nna, July   i  Helen  1 

] .  1872,      I  In-  I'iiii  members  of  the  I 
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;,  Democrat,  nnd  uses  hie  influence  to  promote 

party    measures,    ilil gb    lie  nevei    seeks  public 

honors,  as  he  prefers  to  devote  b  >  the  man- 

■  hi  of  In-  extensive  interests,  He  is  a  man  of 
wiile  experience,  systematic  in  bis  methods,  of 
pi pi  business  habits, and  onewl an  thoroughly 

lied  u| to  act  in  the  most  honorable  man- 
ner in  any  transaction  « itli  otbi 
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ONATHAN      \     II  \l:  FZLER.      Prominenl 
among  the  iinn\  substantial  and  prosperous 

far rs  who  are  resident  within  the  limits  of 

Mottville    Township,    the    subject    of   this 
sketch  holds  no  secondary  position.     He  resides  on 
in  1 3,  w  liere  he  ow  ns  an  -  a  splendidly 

culti  i  ng   110  acres.     1 1 

thai  sturdy   ra f  people  that  originally 

tied  in  Pennsylvania,  from  the  German    count 
of  Europe.      Hie  various  peculiarities  characteristic 

of  those  | pie  are  full}    exemplified   by    the    life 

and  conduct  of  our  subject,     t^uiel   nnd    | 

lng,   In-   Its  in    wbnt    the    word    failure 

means,     He  is  very    conservative   in    his    life,  and 

•     I ngoges   in    any   enterprise  Imly 

weighs  the  matter,  and  when  he  decides  to  net.  the 
in\ ariablc  result  is  suci  ■ 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Mifflin  County,  i 
Jan.  25,  1888      He  is  the  son  of   Vbraham  Hartzlcr. 
who  is  now  living  unty.Mo.     The  father 

was  born  Nov.  26,  1807,  in   Mifflin  County,  where 
he  was  married  t"  Magdelenn  Zook,  in    the 
1832,     She  is  a   daughter  of    Abraham   Zook, 
born  \ug  i    i,  and   is  also  a  nal     •  ol   Mifflin 

County,  Pa.  They  lived  in  Pennsylvania  until 
Mai  185  when  they  moved  to  Klkhart  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  purchased  .-i  sawmill  and  n  farm. 
They  lived    in   thai  until    1 8i  I  hey 

moved  to  H  ih  County,  Mich.,  where  he  pur- 

chased a  small  farm,  and  lived  there  until  1881,  in 
n  Inch  \  ear  he  i  rn>  pled 
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He  died  <  let.  21,  i  B55      II 
-   •■!.  16,  I .  • 
25,  IS 

land,  and  » as  born  in  - 

:i  I  *  i .  •  \  ini  ■  ■  here  he  was  man  ie  I.     1  le 

came  to  Vmerica,  and  retui  i 
ntry        I  here  he  « 

nnd  lii-  ' 
\  mericn  are  lost.      1'he  fathei  of  1) 
was  John,  the  son  of  Jacob  Hartzlcr.     Hi 
ried  t.i  Veronica  Reichcnbach.    She  is  now 
Johndicd   Vpril  I,  1801,  in  I 

i  mm  subject  is  on 
are  named  as  follov  m    I)..    D 

1       ■  >lin  J.,  Jonnt h  ind  Kamu 

i  I     in -n  i      ;   \|         i'o  ler.  and    lives   in   I 
(  ,  >i  1 1 1  *      Mo.,  where  he 

nab   Blough,  and   resides  in    Elk  I      inty, 

Ind.,    where    li«-    is    :i    farmer;    he 
and    two  daughtei  lam    I ».   mai  - 

Si  hrock,  and  t"  i hem  were  born  I 
mother  died  in  Elkhart  County.  Ind.     Hi 
man  icd  Miss  I      I  •    Lilough,  nud  to  them  I 
born  two  daughters,  and  they  nowresideii 
Ind..  where  he  '!"■  •  imily 

uf    Ave  children,  two    - 

John  J.  is  the  husband  ind   they 

live  Hint  y.  Mi ...  ■• 

n  minister  in  the  Mennonite  l  liurch;  he  I 
family  .     Samuel  '/.  in.  :m<l  li 

en,  when 
in  railroading;  Jonathan    \.  Hartzlcr 

- 

children,    who 
bcth.  Katie.  > 
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of  Elias  R.  Miller,  a  farmer  in  Cass  County.  Mo., 
and  she  is  the  mother  of  one  son;  Katie  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  in  Cass  County.  Mo.;  Nancy  is  un- 
married and  lives  with  her  father;  Abraham  is 
single,  and  is  employed  as  a  carpenter;  Matilda  un- 
married, and  Lydia,  the  youngest, are  both  at  heme 
with  their  father. 

Mr.  Hartzler  lias  been  a  farmer  all  his  life,  in 
which  he  has  proved  fairly  successful.  He  has  held 
various  offices  in  the  town  in  which  he  resides,  and 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  years.  The  whole  farm  is  under  a  very  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  buildings,  although  no1 
elaborate,  are  of  a  very  substantial  and  permanent 
character.  The  house  is  roomy  and  very  comfort- 
ably furnished;  nicely  located,  the  barns  and  other 
necessary  out-buildings  are  very  capacious  and  well 
adapted  for  their  intended  use.  lie  has  always 
lived  a  very  frugal  and  contented  life,  and  he  has 
gathered  about  him  a  handsome  property,  and  one 
which  speaks  very  highly  for  hi-  industrious  habits. 
He  is  Signal  Service  Reporter  for  his  locality,  lie 
is  a  member  of  the  Mennonite  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  was  also  a  member,  and  they  were  very  earn- 
est and  devout  in  their  religious  duties,  lie  is  a 
man  of  considerable  note  in  his  neighborhood,  and 
he  prides  himself  on  the  fact  that  all  his  undertak- 
ings are  almost  always  crowned  with  prosperity.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


*^S^  ^>««5^*#^''*£5« 


THAN  B.  ITER.  Some  things  must  be  seen 
^)      to    lie    appreciated.       Wordy    descriptions, 

1 — --?  whether  abbreviated  or  more  lengthy,  fail 
to  do  justice  even  when  used  by  a  master  in  rhet- 
oric. Thi'  property  of  Mr.  Pier  is  a  case  in  point. 
and  one  glance  at  Ins  excellent  farm,  which  stretches 
away  acre  after  acre  until  260  have  lieen  told,  his 
farm  buildings,  excellent  in  construction  ami  adapt- 
ability, his  commodious,  well-furnished  and  admir- 
ably situated  home,  would  be  better  than  all  the 
merely  verbal  descriptions  that  could  be  given  in 
this  A  LBOM. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Solomon  Pier,  who  was 
born  in  Steuben  County.  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1814. 
lie  grew  to  manhood  in   that  and  Genesee  County, 


where  he  lived  until  he  was  about  twenty  years  old, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  for  the  next  few 
years  lived  here  and  at  other  different  points  in  the 
State.  During  the  first  few  jears  he  devoted  him- 
self to  farming,  afterward  following  the  carpentry 
trade  for  about  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he 
constructed  quite  a  number  of.  bridges  for  different 
railroads.  Subsequently  he  returned  once  more  to 
fanning,  and  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1869  he  came  from  Texas.  Kalamazoo  County,  witli 
Ins  family,  and  settled  in  Leonidas Township,  where 
he  died  on  the  20th  of  February,  1880. 

December  :3,  1855,  Mr.  Pier,  Sr..  was  married  to 
Mi"  Frances  Bird,  at  Saginaw  City,  this  State. 
This  lady  was  born  at  Mansfield,  Warren  Co..  N. 
.1.,  Sept.  17,  IMS.  to  John  and  Frances  Bird.  Two 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  viz:  Hiram  J.  and 
Ethan  B.  Hiram  died  atGirard,  Branch  Co.,  Mich., 
in  1879,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  the 
second  child  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Pier  was  born  in  Mat ta wan.  Van  Buren 
Co..  Mich.,  on  the  1st  of  April.  1859.  He  received 
a  good,  practical,  English  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  has  been  engaged  chiefly  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Since  the  death  of  his  father  he  has 
operated  the  farm,  which  lie  owns,  and  which,  as 
before  stated,  contain-  260  acres.  The  chief  build- 
in;:-  thereon  were  put  up  by  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, but  numerous  improvements  have  been  made 
since  that  time,  and  additions  as  required. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1881,  the  nuptials  of 
our  subject  and  Julia  A.  Crafts  were  celebrated  at 
Fulton,  Kalamazoo  County.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Sherwood,  Branch  County,  on  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary, 18."i7.  Of  this  union  one  daughter  has  been 
born,  whose  name  is  Fannie  M.  Mrs.  Pier  is  the 
daughter  of  Myron  and  Mary  Crafts,  who  were  na- 
tive- of  New  York.  The  family  circle  included 
four  children,  and  of  these  their  daughter  Julia  was 
the  eldest  born. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pier  are  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  are  very  active  in  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  the  cause  as  opportunity 
presents.  They  are  held  in  high  regard,  both  there 
and  in  society  at  large,  where  they  move  in  the  best 
circles.  Mr.  Pier  has  been  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  but  is  not  given  to  ollice-seeking,  neither   is 
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J  i  HI  \    I  R<  is  r.      I  hero  are  few  more  worth} 
|    representatives  ol    the  German  Empiro  than 
the  subject   of    this  sketch,  who  is  now  an 
Nun in  citizen  and  enterprising  farmer  in 

Colon  Township,  this  county.   He  was  born  at  Meck- 
lenburg, Germany,  on  the  2 1st   hi    August,    I 
and  was  educated  in  the  scl Is    it    Mecklenburg, 

ig  them  when  about  t  went}  -foui 

lb-  remained  at  lit »itli  In-  parents  until  about 

i  85  I.  :i i ••  1  lliei  In  life  for  himself.     Hi 

l  upon  the  farm,  and  the  greater   pari    of  hi- 
li(V  has  been  given  t"  agricultural  pursuit 
In  the  Bpring  of  1854  Mr.  L'rost  came  n>  Ami 

and  landed  al  N  •■»  York  City.   He  cam i  from  that 

•  this  count} .  and  detcrmim 
tie  in  Colon  rownship.     On  landing  in   New  York 

schequer  was  reduced  to  $4.40,   and  upon  ar- 
rival  in  St,  Joseph  County  he  had  but  three  shillings. 

This idition  "f  affairs  was  -| lily  remedied,  for 

In-  :>t  once  found  work  as  :i  farm  hand,  and  con- 
tinued thus  employed  for  about  eight  yean  \- 
soon  as  he  fell  himself  able  lie  rented  a  farm  until 
be  could  purchase  eighl .  if  land.      I 

.,1  lii   section  16,  Colon  Township,  and  here 
In-  began  to  work  in  i  nd    made   headway 

from  a  financial  standpoint. 

The  eight}  acres  which  were  first  purchased    by 
M      rrosl  have  been  added  to  by  other  pur. 
and  the  present  farm  is  120  acres  in  •  nd  all 

has  been  brought   t"  a   lii_'li  bI  iltivatiou. 

l'|Min  the  farm  li>'  had  erected  a  very  pic 
commodious  farm  dwelling,  which  is  t"  him  all  that 
home  could  possibly  be  to  any  man.  lli>  farm 
buildings  are  built  upon  sanitary  principles,  and  are 
calculated  to  meet  his  requirements  fully.  He  has 
two  large  barns  and  all  ne  her  out-build- 
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M    —   II 
County,     11 

■  June,  : 
i-.  ill,-  daughter  of  <  In  i-  and    l 
ilii-  union  thei i  on  boi n  ■ 

I  '  III.;  Hi 

died  in  Septembci .  1880,  * 

\ 

■IK-I     "f      I 

1 1    |  •         \  I    .  :  i  I 

mi  the  29th  of  0  when   (I I 

• 
M  1 

held  in  in 
German  Lutheran  Church,  with  which 
united  while  in  thi    i  I 

of  tl hurch,  and  are  amonj  oem- 

.  although  di 

all  till  I  :i|i- 

thera  to  the  ntmosl   i 
nei i  i  promini 

however,  a  membi 
usually  \ 

so  intelligently,  and  with  a  • 
nf  tl  ■  pro- 

- 


f\  M  I  S  W,  WOOD 
I  farm  "ii  section    I.   I 

dili  i  ....  M ich  '  thr  fan 

, 

ti  instrumi 
u  I  tu  nil    i 
repi  •  11 

born    in  S.  Y..  A 

:w\i\  i-  a  son  of  William  and  llul 
nath  es  ol  N    '    ''  ork,  and  i 
- 

brought  him  to  -  ile  it 

■ 


>►■» 


* 


*-i-^- 


i*^H* 


378 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


Michigan  was  then  in  a  wild,  unsettled  condition, 
settlements  were  few  and  far  between,  the  greater 
pari  of  the  primeval  forests  was  still  standing. 
Indians  still  made  their  home  in  their  depths,  and 
savage  animals  prowled  amid  the  trees  and  swamps. 
Educational  advantages  were  then  very  limited,  and 
our  subject  lived  here  aboul  two  years  without 
evenseeinga  school-house.  At  length  he  attended  a 
school  that  was  established  in  Goldwater.  His 
rough  experience  in  the  pioneer  life  of  his  first 
years  in  this  State  early  developed  in  him  sagacity, 
strength  of  character,  and  a  reliance  on  his  own 
faculties  and  resources,  that  made  a  man  of  him  long 
ere  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  commenced 
to  work  for  himself  when  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  old,  being  employed  by  the  month,  and  as 
the  result  of  his  hard  labors  and  frugal  economy 
in  the  few  years  that  followed  he  had  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  had  it  all  paid  for  by  the  time  he 
was  twenty-i.me  years  old.  He  immediately  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  his  place  to  prepare  it 
for  a  home,  and  on  the  22d  day  of  October.  IMS. 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Roxanna  Puffer, 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Charity  (Pangborn)  Puffer. 
Mrs.  Wood  was  horn  Sept.   li;.  1821. 

Mr.  Wood  disposed  of  his  first  farm  after  living 
on  it  a  few  years,  and  bought  another  in  Florence 
Township,  St.  Joseph  County.  He  managed  that 
farm  with  good  financial  success  for  eighteen  years, 
when  he  sold  that,  too,  and  bought  one  in  Flower- 
field  Township,  which  he  afterward  traded  for  a. 
large  farm  in  Tuscola  County,  Mich.  Subsequently 
he  sold  all  of  his  property  in  that  county,  and  re- 
turned to  St.  Joseph  County  in  1860.  At  that 
time  he  bought  his  present  place,  which  was  then  a 
tract  of  wild  land.  By  unremitting  and  skillful 
toil  he  has  wrested  a  farm  from  a  state  of  nature 
which  in  cultivation  and  all  of  its  appointments  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  other  in  this  part  of 
Michigan,  lie  has  erected  a  substantia]  house,  barn 
and  other  necessar}  buildings.  He  owns  stock  of 
gOOd  grades,  and  finds  a  ready  sale  for  all  that  he 
raises. 

The  married  life  of  our  subjed  and  his  worthy 
wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children : 
Arvilla.  Ellen  M.  and  Ira  I.eroy.  Their  son  died 
at  the  aye  of  five  years.      Arvilla  married  William 

«»  


II.  Wetherbee,  who  lives  on  section  6.  Fabius 
Township,  and  they  have  three  children;  Ellen 
married  Frederic  M.  Bent,  of  Cass  County.  Mich., 
and  they  have  five  children. 

Mr.  Wood  is  a  man  of  good  business  qualifica- 
tions, of  keen,  resolute  nature,  one  who  does  his 
own  thinking,  and  in  general  stands  well  with  his 
fellowmen.  He  is  a  hearty  supporter  of  the  doc- 
trines promulgated  by  the  Republican  party,  hut  is 
independent  ill  local  affairs. 


JOSEPH  RUSSELL.  One  of  the  mightiest 
factors  in  bringing  about  the  present  high 
civilization  is  the  religious  influence  of  Chris- 
tianity. Our  land  lias  everywhere  its  repre- 
sentatives of  this  power.  Among  those  identified 
with  the  religious  interests  of  this  county  is  the 
gentleman  whose  biography  is  here  briefly  pre- 
sented, who  for  many  years  has  been  upon  the 
roster  of  religious  officials  and  churchmen. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew  Russell,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  English  descent. 
His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Isahell  Sunder-  . 
land,  also  of  English  ancestry,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jci>ey.  They  were  married  and  first  settled  in  the 
Keystone  State,  hut  removed  to  Ohio,  and  located 
in  Montgomery  County  at  an  early  day  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  settlement.  From  there  they  removed 
to  Allen  County,  where  they  were  the  first  white 
settlers.  Mr.  Russell  died  in  that  place  in  the  year 
1824.  His  widow  subsequently  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, but  returned  later  to  Allen  Count}',  where  she 
died  June  (1.  1  859. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
included  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years.  Joseph  being  the  fifth  child  of  the 
family.  He  was  born  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the 
24th  of  June,  1816.  When  he  was  about  three 
years  of  age  the  removal  to  Allen  County  was  made, 
and  when  his  father  died  he  was  seven  years  of  aye. 
After  that  trouble  had  come  to  the  family  he  lived 
part  of  the  time  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  Mr. 
Sunderland,  in  Montgomery  County.  Subsequently 
he  made  his  home  in  Allen   and  Williams  Counties. 
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i-.il  farmer.     In  the  fall  of  1883  be  removed  to  his 

ni  home  "ii  section  33  in   Leonidas  Township, 
where  lie  owns  100  acres  >•(  splendid  tillable  land, 
admirably    adapted   in  lii>   purpose.     Here,  I < \    the 
aid  ni   bis  mnchinerj .  he  is  enabled   to  gatlu 
abundant     harvests,   excepl    upon    rare    occasions, 

when,  owing  I  absolutely  bej I    human 

conti "I.  ii  was  impossible. 

Mr.  Russell  has  been  twice  married;  lir-i  on  the 
15th  ol  November,  1837,  al  Ottawa,  in  Ibis  State, 
when  he  became  the  husband  of  Lucinda  K 
who  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  on  the  20th  of 
1819  Bj  this  marriage  there  were  born 
three  children,  *  iz  i  Andrew  <  .  -i  prospi 
iinr    m    Nottawa    Township;  Orlando  l>..   w! 

:.'i|  m  business  as  an  agricultural  implement 
denier  at  Sturgis,  and  David  I...  who  died  when 
:il">ut  nine  months  old.  Mrs.  Russell  died  after 
seven  years  of  happy  married  life,  <>n  the  l  lilt  <>f 
M      h,  184  l. 

The  present   wife  of   our  sub]  red    that 

relation  on  the  -'"I  "f  June,  1845,  at  ^iin^i-.  Hei 
name  prior  to  that  date  was  Lucindn  A.  Lyman. 
She  ».-i-  born  al    l  M adisi m  Co.,  N    ¥".,  on 

the  26th  of  April  in. vi. 
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August,  L859.  Hereceiveda  common-school  educa- 
tion and  started  in  life  for  himself  when  seventeen 
years  of  age,  giving  bis  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Colon,  on  the  30th 
of  November,  1882.  His  wife,  who  is  a  native 
<if  that  place,  was  Adell,  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Matilda  (Shipman)  Hafer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hafer 
were  married  in  Buffalo  Township.  Union  Co., 
I'a..  and  afterward  settled  there  upon  a  farm,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  ten  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  period  they  removed  to  Colon,  and  settled 
on  section  8,  in  the  township  of  that  name. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  settled  on  section  12,  in 
Colon  Town-hip.  in  the  fall  of  1883.  Their  family 
includes  two  children,  who  hear  the  names  of 
Mamie  E.  and  Amy  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  are 
not  members  of  any  religious  denomination,  I  nit  are 
friendly  to  all  orthodox  organizations  and  systems, 
and  firm  friends  of  whatever  will  sustain  and  ad- 
vance the  higher  types  of  morality  and  assist  in 
the  preservation  and  upbuilding  of  society. 

The  political  aspirations  of  our  subject  are  in 
accord  with  those  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
usually  votes  that  ticket,  lie  takes  the  greatest 
possible  interest  in  his  farm  and  devotes  himself 
chiefly  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  His 
farm  buildings  are  substantially  built  and  well  ar- 
ranged. They  arc  supplied  with  a  multitude  of 
appliances,  conveniences  and  implements  familiar 
only  to  the  modern  and  progressive  farmer. 
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Eh.  GODFRFY,  M.  I).,  a  practicing  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Colon,  is  one  of  the 
"  leading  members  of  the  homeopathic  school 
of  medicine  in  St.  Joseph  County.  lie  is  very 
popular  here,  and  has  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
practice.  He  succeeded  his  father,  the  widely 
known  physician.  Dr.  L.  M.  Godfrey,  a  representa- 
tive of  the  same  school,  who  has  given  up  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lydia  Warren,  is  also  living,  beloved 
and  respected  by  a  large  circle  of  friend-.  They 
are   native-  of     Wyoming  County.    X.    Y..    but    in 


July.  1855,  they  left  their  old  home  in  that  State 
and  came  West, locating  first  in  Wisconsin, remain- 
ing there  two  years  and  then  coming  to  Michigan. 
Dr.  Godfrey  first  established  himself  in  Bronson., 
Branch  County,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
until  1861.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Colon  and 
opened  an  office,  and  for  several  years  was  one  of 
the  leading   physicians  in   this  part  of  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Attica.  X.  Y..  in  1N.~>2. 
the  eldest  of  the  three  children  of  his  parents. 
lie  comes  of  sterling  stock,  his  forefathers  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  being  representatives  of  families 

of  g 1  standing  in  the  Fast.     He  was  amere  child 

when  his  parents  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  was 
reared  in  this  State.  He  received  the  preliminaries 
of  his  education  in  Colon,  and  was  then  sent  to  the 
Jackson  Business  College,  whence  he  was  graduated 
after  pursuing  a  thorough  business  course,  but 
when  it  came  to  choosing  a  career  in  life,  he  deter- 
mined to  adopt  the  medical  profession,  having  a 
decided  taste  for  it.  perhaps  both  acquired  and  in- 
herited. 'I'd  tit  himself  for  his  work  he  entered 
the  I  la  lineman  u  Medical  College,  of  Chicago,  where 
he  was  a  careful  and  hard  student  until  he  was 
graduated  with  honors  won  for  ripe  scholarship  in 
February,  1876.  He  immediately  settled  in  Colon, 
where  he  would  not  only  have  the  prestige  of  his 
father's  name  and  the  advantage  of  his  wider  ex- 
perience anil  wise  counsels,  but  would  step  into  a 
good  practice  among  people  with  whom  he  was 
reared,  who  welcomed  him  again  to  their  midst  as 
an  old  friend,  and  regarded  him  with  trust  and  con- 
fidence. The  Doctor  is  the  only  representative  of 
the  homeopathic  school  of  medicine  in  Colon. 
During  his  twelve  year-'  practice,  by  constant  at- 
tention to  his  duties,  he  has  accumulated  a  tine 
property,  his  superior  business  talents  and  training 
enabling  him  to  invest  his  money  in  a  judicious 
manner.  In  1885  he  built  a  handsome  brick  resi- 
dence, in  which  he  and  his  pleasant  family  dispense 
a  generous  hospitality  to  their  many  friends. 

The  Doctor  was  married,  in  September,  1873,  to 
Miss  Belle  M.  Grover,  a  native  of  Branch  County. 
.Mich.,  where  she  was  horn  in  1852.  She  was  the 
sec, ud  child  of  the  five  horn  to  Joseph  and  Harriet 
(Benedict)  Grover,  natives  respectively  of  Penn- 
sylvania and    New  York.     They  came  to  Michigan 
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Ii  II  VRD  M.  DM  KINS!  >\      The  hisb 
\\  hiir  Pigeon  Township  would  not  be  com- 
plete should  tin  by  of  the  gentleman 
^y whose  name  heads  this  sketch   !><•  omitted. 
He  resides  on  section    6,  White    Pigeon   Township, 
and  is  one  of  the   representative  agriculturists  of 
the  county,  and   a   gentleman    well   and   favorably 
know  ii  .'ii  account  >  that    he   taki 
nil  matters  pertaining  to  the  substantial  ad^ 
and  i 1 1 1 1 > i  o>  ement   of  the  conntr}  .     I  li 
born  in  I                 1'ownship,  St.  Josepl    <  o      Mich., 
Feb.  24,  i  - 
The  sub 
and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Dickinson.      Hie   fnthei 
born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  can 
in  1838,  settling  in  this  county.     For   many 
he   drove   the  ad    White 
r    •  on.     He  died  M 

a  native  of  Liver] I.  England,  and  came  t"  Amer- 
ica, where  she  met  and  married oursul  ither. 
The  children  wen  Richard,  our  su  Sarah, 
M  i  -  Putnam  ;  (  I  Mrs.  Kelli  igg,  and 
Charles  K.  The  mothi  widow  before  her 
marriage  «itli  our  subject's  father;  -it   the  tin 
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[town  : 

the  v  i  I 

now  di 

lift}  -tin.  ■ 

I  Ik 

icd  in  1 1n 
ed  liiin^ 
the  i ime  spent  in  school  in- 

■  lur- 
inL'  w Inch  lime  he  opei 

n.     He  in   this  Imi 

fell  thai  In uld  speni 

and  more  profit  on   the  farm;    in   consequenci 
i  the  business  in  tow  n  and  went 

farm,  «  here  he  has  -i ■  h 

Mr.  1  lickinson   married    Miss   Ellen 
Jan.  7.  1869.     She  is  a  daughter  of  W  ill. 

i  .  who  w  n  .   the 

count}  .  and  i w 

of  oi Iiilil.  Jennie  E.,  «li"  was  born    Aug.    21, 

i  bis  famil}  reside   in   :i  comfoi  I 

frame  house,  hand I\    furnished,  and 

iiilt  all  of  the  latest  imp  -  tolighU 

keeping,  and  add  (■•  tin 
■  i  the  inmates.     The  grounds  surroui 
lii-  n  ■  nil i lii1' I  with  a  large  uu ml 

ornamental    trees,    shrubber}    and 
-  and  other   i  out-build 

|mr- 
v\  hich  tin 
substantially  and  solidly  built.     He  farm 

■■  hich  In'  de>  •■' 
.■Uld    - 

feeding  si p,  of   which    he   has   :i   large    nun 

and  their  ap|M 

amount  ol  I  upon  tin  i  ner. 

" I ' 1 1 i  —  gentlemnn,  ;m<l 
scendants  from   the  mos 
settlers  ii 

tn  them  tn  refer  back  )••  tin 
tied  ii    M  hi  :it  an  • 

triblltcd  SO  l:u 

111   lii-  'I"! 

her 
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husband.  Both  parents  art'  devoted  to  their  little 
daughter  Jennie,  who  is  an   unusually    bright  ami 

precocious  child.  She  has  the  sweetness  of  temper 
and  disposition  which  is  one  of  the  characteristics 
of  her  mother,  and  the  child  in  return  for  the  love 
lavished  on  her  fairly  worships  her  parents.  She 
has  evinced  a  great  aptitude  for  music,  and  although 
SO  young  in  years  she  is  a  splendid  performer  on 
the  piano. 

Mr.  Dickinson  has  steadily  refused  toaccept  any 
position  of  trust  from  his  fellow-men.  although  be- 
ing repeatedly  requested  to  do  so,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  time  entirely  to  the  development  and 
successful  prosecuti if  hi*  various  business  in- 
terests. Himself  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  always 
acts  with  the  Republican   party  . 


SlAY  BABCOCK.  The  farming  community 
of  Nottawa  Township  has  among  its  mem- 
bers no  more  solid  and  reliable  man  than 
!©/'  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  owns  a  good 
property  on  section  21.  where  he  ha*  effected  sub- 
stantial improvements,  and  where  he  has  applied 
himself  for  the  last  thirty-live  years  industriously 
to  general  farming,  and  met  with  the  reasonable 
reward  of  his  labors. 

The  main  point*  in  the  history  of  our  subject  are 
substantially  as  follows:  He  is  the  only  child  of 
Samuel  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Groves)  Babcock,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Xew  York  State.  Aug. 
29.  1787.  The  mother,  wdio  was  of  Holland-Dutch 
ancestry,  was  born  on  the  banks  of  Buffalo  Creek, 
in  Union  County.  Pa.,  Dee.  15,  1  71*7.  and  is  still 
living,  making  her  home  in  Nottawa.  The  par- 
ents, after  their  marriage,  removed,  in  1836.  from 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y..  to  Jackson  County,  Mich., 
during  its  Territorial  day*,  where  they  resided  until 
1*.~>4.  They  then  took  up  their  abode  among  the 
pioneers  of  this  county,  settling  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, where  the  father  lived  and  labored  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  ami  then  closed  Id*  eyes 
upon  earthly  scenes,  about  1871. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Clarkson, 
Monroe  Co..  V  Y..  Dec.   15,   1835,  ami  was  one  and 


one-half  years  old  when  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan,  lie  accompanied  his  parents  in 
their  removal  to  this  county,  and  lived  upon  the 
old  farm  until  1854.  This  property  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Babcock.  Mr.  B.  purchased  the 
land  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies  in  1854.  It 
embraces  120  acres  of  land,  and  he  has  himself 
effected  the  improvements  which  we  see  around 
him  to-day.  He  was  married,  in  Sturgis,  Nov.  8, 
1862,  to  Mis*  Henrietta  Hayfer.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Colon  Township,  this  county.  Pel).  7.  1846, 
and  wa*  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Matilda  (Ship- 
man )  Hayfer.  She  died  very  suddenly  of  pneu- 
monia, on  the  3d  of  March.  18S.X. 

To  Mr.  and  Mr*.  Babcock  there  were  born  four- 
teen children,  ten  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Henry  C,  William  N..  Caroline  T..  Clara  A..  Laura 
L.,  John  J..  Chris  K..  Homer  J..  Marion  A.  and 
]>e**ie  A.  Those  deceased  are  Mary  F.  and  Frank- 
lin, who  died  early  in  life,  and  two  who  died  un- 
named in  infancy.  Mr.  Babcock,  politically,  advo- 
cates the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

The  father  of  our  subject  carried  a  musket  in  the 
War  of  1812.  and  on  account  of  his  services  at  that 
time  his  widow  receives  a  pension  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Groves)  Babcock  is  a 
very  bright  and  intelligent  old  lady,  with  quite  a 
remarkable  memory,  being  able  to  recall  past  events 
with  much  clearness,  and  a  person  with  whom  it  is 
both  pleasant  and  profitable  to  converse.  She  has 
witnessed  many  changes  during  a  long  and  worthy 
life,  and  can  relate  many  interesting  incidents  of 
the  pioneer  days  of  Michigan. 


^>^^y^f^ 


\  ELSON  MATHEWSON.  The  biography  of 
this  honored  pioneer  of  Mendon  Township 
is  not  widely  different  from  that  of  many 
who  came  early  in  life  to  Michigan  Territory,  and 
to  whom  she  is  indebted  for  the  development  of 
her  rich  resources.  Mr.  Mathewson  first  set  fojt 
upon  the  soil  of  Michigan  when  a  young  man  twen- 
ty-five year*  of  aire,  settling  in  this  county  in  Octo- 
ber, 1842,  with  his  wife,  taking  up  land  first  in 
Colon  Township,  where  he  lived  some  six  or  seven 
years.      Thence  he  came  to  Mendon  Township,  and 
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■  I  ..ii  tin-  land   which   he  haa    -  |>i<  d, 

His  farin  is  now  175  acres  in  extent.    I  pon  it  have 
been  erected  three  good  and  comfortable  I 
iuhI  the  stt  nol urea  t"i  the  sti  i  the 

shelter  of  stock,  which,  togelhei  with  their  surround- 
ings, the  apple  orchard  and  the  abundance  ol  smaller 

fruit,  c pi  Ise  n  I lestead  com  I 

an  I    in    ili.-  extreme      Mi      Malbcwson    knows  all 
■  the  toils  and  hardships  of  life  In  .■.  new  coun- 
try, bul  bis  labors  ba> e  met    » ii!>  their  li 
reward, 

\  i!  iin  e  of  i  Inondagn  Count}    \     "i  .  our  sub- 
vas  born  Jul}  25,  1817,  and  was  the  «- 1 ■  I .  - ■ 

Inn.  lli.  John   .'in. I 

i  Mathewson,  who  were  also  i 

the  Empi  1  'in-  falbei  died  when  a  j 

Mini  in  in-  native  county  of   Onondaga,  when   his 

-.in  Nel was  n  lad  of  twelve  yi  ars.      I  lie  mother 

was  subsequent)}  married  :i  second  lime,  and  later 
coming  to  Michigan,  died  in  Mendon  Township, 
this  count} .  in  the  monl h  of  July,  aboul  I 

Mi      Matbewson    was    reared    to    farm   pursuits, 
which  In-  carried  on  in  his  i 
ing  to  Michigan.     He  was  Rrsl  married   in   '  >- 

County,  N.  'i  ..  to  Miss  Polly  Works,  b}    wl he 

became  the  father  ol  three  children     John  II..  Wil- 
ber  and  Hel<  n  I.'      Wilber  was  killed  in  the  pin 
..f  Kent    County,   Mich.,   b}    :i  falling  tree;  Helen 
died  in  infant-}  :  John  II.  is  married,  and  opera 
a  farm  in  Mendon  Township.     The  mother  ol 
children  died  at  the  I lestead,  Sept   I.    i 

( lur   subject trai  ond    mm 

Three  Kivii-.tln-Mai.-.  Aug.  25,  1851,  with  Miss 
Luc}  S    Ball.  iu,  who  was  bom  in  l  I    muty, 

Ohio,  Jan  thi  r,  D  nfoi  I  G 

l..ii,  ».-i-  :i  native  of  Herkimer  Count} .  \     "i 

the  mother,  «  ho   in  her  girll I   v..        M 

tlii.-i  Worrallo   was  born  in  (  N.  1 

They  came  t..  Southei  n  M  I tling 

in  Park   rownship,  ilii-  county,   where   tl 
tin-  remainder  of  tl  the  fatbci  dying  aboul 

I   the  mother 
passing  away   al  ili<-  home  of  I  Mrs 

Matbewson,  in  the  spring  <■(  I  --  - 

( M"   thi-  marriage  of  oui  subject  there  have  been 
I... in  three  children,     The  eldest  daughti 
R      -  iln    nrife  ol   J.   J.   Hanshue,  "f    K 
+. 


James  u    i-  in  id.-  furniture  and  n 

Ii.'"   in    Anil  iln   (   OUIll  ' 
lit   tli> 

Matbewson  Is  n  mem  dor   in 
Methodisl   I  ■  .1  (  hurcb.      M 

lent  ial   vote  i..i  I  lent  •-  I  ober 

•  •t  tin-  \\  lug  part}       Sinci 
the  Republii  an  pat  1}  h  ■  I  his  unit 

poi  I. 


-  M  \  \  I  l  I     WAGNER 
J— ■ 

I •    well-ordered    ho 

without,  there  i-  probably  no  belt 
the  home  .■('   the  subject  ..f  this  sketch,  wbi 
lin.-lv  located  on  set  tion    27,  in   '  I 

Mr.  Wagner,  rather  than  turning  lii-   whole  atten- 
tion ;  making,  -  bnve  in  \ 

things  which  shall iduce  in  the  best    manni 

the  pleasure- and  happiness  of  his  family,      \ 

..f   I ■  and  closely   bound  by  don 

thus  |  in  a  marked    ■ 

qualil  ship.     In 

tlni-  enjo}  -  thecoufidi  i 
faithfully  performed  thi 

he  father  ..f  • 
\  oung  i i i  i i i  was  :.  and  he  and 

nol   far  from  the  |  th.-ir  birth,  in    M 

Pa       I        -    -  ■    ver,    the  yi 

_-:in  had    I. .'.  I 

mi..  :i  Stale,  I  t..  tin-  c ty    »itli 

little  family.     The  father  ptir.-ii 
..f  land  in  <  'olon  Tow  nship, 
building  up  :i  homestead,  win 

remainder  "f  thei 
took  liv- 

ing, ill  of 

whom 

« >ur  sul  born   April   I  8,    I 

I  with  I  until  attainii 

I  Ii   had  in  tbi 
c. .inn  nd  bad  I ■• 

familiar  w ilh  I 
I  |...i 

lishment  >>f  a  home  >.f  his  own,  by  bismai 
Miss  Mar}  Hafer,  which  t....k  pli 
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1850.  The  young  people  began  the  journey  of  life 
together,  but  Mrs.  Wagner  survived  her  marriage 
only  a  few  months,  her  death  taking  place   in   May. 

1851.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Cath- 
erine (Hinkle)  Hafer,  who  were  natives  of  Union 
County,  Pa. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Wagner  was  with 
Miss  Louisa,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Marks,  who 
with  his  wife,  Tina  (Packard)  Marks,  was  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  and  is  deceased.  Of  this  union 
there  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  Alston,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years.  The  third  marriage  of  Mr. 
Wagner,  which  took  place  Aug.  28,  1858,  at  Colon, 
in  this  county,  was  with  Miss  Caroline  Frye.  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Bothman)  Frye.  na- 
tives of  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.  Mrs.  Caroline  Wag- 
ner was  the   seventh  of  a  family  of  eight  chiidr.  n. 

To  Emanuel  and  Caroline  Wagner  there  were 
born  two  children — Elmer  E.  and  Tillie  E.  The 
former  assists  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm; 
he  married  Miss  Sophia  L.  Teller,  and  they  have 
one  child,  George  C.  Tillie  E.  is  the  wife  of  I.  W. 
Teller,  who  lives  in  Colon  Township;  they  have 
one  child,  John  E.  Mr.  Wagner  is  an  uncompro- 
mising Democrat,  politically,  and  has  held  the  vari- 
ous school  offices  of  his  township,  lie  identified 
himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  con- 
nected at  present  with  Blue  Lodge  No.  73,  at  Colon. 
The  homestead  includes  ninety  acres  of  well-culti- 
vated land,  upon  which  Mr.  Wagner  has  made  all 
the  improvements,  which  are  viewed  with  interest 
by  the  passing  traveler. 
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OIIN  M.  WELLS,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
St.  Joseph  County,  with  whose  best  interests 
he  has  been  identified  for  many  years,  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  business  and 
social  circles,  and  he  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  extending  and  sustaining  the  large  commercial 
interests  of  Southern  Michigan.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Wells  &  Calam.  Constantine  Village. 
They  have  a  fine,  well-appointed,  double  store,  and 
cany  a  full  stock  of  well-assorted  goods,  of  many 
classes,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  meet  in  every  re- 

«•         . — :: 


sped  the  demands  of  a  large  custom,  which  they 
have  drawn  to  themselves  by  inspiring  confidence 
in  their  patrons  by  their  strict,  honorable  and  up- 
right methods  in  their  dealings. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  4,  1818,  at  WThite 
Creek,  Washington  Co..  N.  Y..  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Lucy  (Ilollister)  Wells,  for  whose  his- 
tory see  sketch  of  F\  Wells.  When  their  son.  of 
whom  we  write,  was  four  years  old  they  moved  to 
Granville,  and  a  year  later  to  Salem.  Washington 
County,  and  there  the  father  was  engaged  in  keep- 
ing hotel.  In  that  town  most  of  the  boyhood  days 
of  our  subject  were  passed.  In  1837  he  came  with 
his  father's  family  through  by  teams  to  St.  Joseph 
Count}*,  and  lived  in  their  pioneer  home  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Mottville  until  about  1840,  when  he 
went  to  Constantine,  and  established  himself  in  the 
hotel  business  on  the  coiner  known  as  "Langley  Cor- 
nel." He  remained  there  about  seven  years,  when 
he  built  the  hotel  known  as  the  Roinaine  House,  which 
he  managed  successfully  until  1850.  In  that  year 
he  leased  the  hotel,  and  went  overland  to  Califor- 
nia for  the  purpose  of  mining.  He  remained  in 
the  Golden  State  only  a  short  time,  however,  re- 
turning in  the  same  fall  to  Michigan.  He  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  which  occupation  he  con- 
ducted profitably  until  1853,  when  he  again  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business.  Two  years  later,  in 
1855,  he  and  his  brother  Franklin  embarked  to- 
gether in  the  mercantile  business,  continuing  for 
about  six  years,  when  they  dissolved  partnership, 
and  our  subject,  in  the  winter  of  that  year  (1861) 
formed  a  partnership  with  T.  11.  Calam,  under  the 
linn  name  of  Wells  A-  Calam.  and  they  have  ever 
since  carried  on  the  business  with  gratifying  success, 
as  we  have  seen.  Their  house,  which  has  been  in 
existence  for  nearly  thirty  years,  must  be  one  of 
th<>  oldest  established  in  the  vicinity.  Our  subject 
was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Constantine  in  LSG2, 
and  held  that  office  with  much  satisfaction  to  the 
people  until  his  resignation  three  years  later.  In 
politics  he  is  a  strong  Republican,  and  voted  in 
1840  lor  William  II.  Harrison,  as  he  did  in  1888 
for  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison. 

Mr.  Wells  and  Lydia  Arnold  were  united  in  the 
bonds  of  matrimony  in  Constantine,  in  1843.  Mrs. 
Wells   is   the   daughter   of  the  late  luman  Arnold, 
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who  cami  Jfork  in 

Mini   she  was   I in  I  'nnililln  n    "i 

\I  i     mid    \|  i  -    VVclla  ha>  e  lliree  children  livii 
follows:  John  II  .  who    married    M       ll  ittio  Lyke, 
and  lives  with  his  purei  y,  the  wif<  of  J   1 1 

Hahn,  ..i    Di        :     I  .<■<  I:i.  the  "if'-  "i    in    Purple, 
I  ll. 
Mr.  Wells'  II  I  is  thai  of  :i  mnu  « ho  i 

bonoi  Rnd  honest)  above  'ill  things,  and  bis  char- 
ni  iii  i>  n ii  hunt  stain.     I  le  caul  Ions  and 

enterpi  ising   in   his   busii  i  these  1 1 

brought    liim  success,     lie  owns  :i  handsome  and 

■ mod  ions  residence,  and  lives  surrounded  by  all 

the  comforts  of  life.  Both  he  and  l>i~  wife,  who  is 
n  pleasant,  prepossessing  lady,  are  exceedingly  bos- 
pitable  and  entertaining  to  the  si  ranger  within  tluir 
gates. 

— *—  <->  -^~ 

1 1. 1 1  >.\      M.  I  n  !  i  ISH.       Sell  ition 

may    be  the  Hrsl    law    of  nature;  self-de- 
pendence  i-  one  of  the  vital  factors  of  na- 
ture of  human  nature.     Die  pres- 
enl  sketch  designs  ti>  present  the  salienl  features  in 
the  life  of  one  whose  self-reliance  has  enabled  him 
in  succeed  where  a  less  determined  man  would  have 
I.     A    manly    independence  of   thought    and 

action  has  been,  and  i~. >.  of  the  traits  of  his  char- 

and  notable  features  of   his   history  .     I 
to-day  in.  nterprising  and  pi 

mers  and  stock-raisers  of  St.  •' ph  County,  and 

operates  II  of  land  on  section  14  of  Xottnwa 

In"  nship, 

The  father  of  our  subject,  I'etei  Mcintosh 
born  at  Navarre,  Ohio,  and  the  mother,  ■•• 
maiden  name  n as  Sarah  Mi 

Ohio,  They  were  residents  of  DcKalb  County, 
linl..  for  aboul  family   <  i r>  ■ 

eluded  sis  children,  of  whom  our  >u  the 

second,     lie  flrel  saw  the  liu'li'  in  Smithfield, in 
above  county,   on   the    19th  of   Apri  lli^ 

cMiU  day  s  were  spent  on  the  farm,  and  he  has  I 

from  liis  youth  brought  in  i tact  « iili  agricultural 

labor  in  .-ill  it-  depart mei 

The  education  of  our  subji  the 

common  schools  of  DeKalb  '  and  upon 

completion  he  remained  with  lii>  parents  until 


and  began  lifi 

In-  worked  out  as  a  I 

I 
which  he  began  -ii  • 
n  much  mori 

possible.     Although   he   Ii 
lentiou  to 
■  -  mainl  ■■ 
illy  «if   I"  ind-<  liiim 

which  1 1 « -  does  in  large  numbers,  and  is  abund- 
antly rewarded  fot  ■  •  -i  t  » liicli  lii- 1 
nil  i<,  undertake. 

Tin  i.   ill 

I  iiu  nship,  in  Mary  Olm 
the  late  Joseph  Olney.     This   lady  him 

u  itli  i» ii  children,  but  ■  of  them  d 

The  nnme  of  the  lii  ing  child  is  Neva  M.     II  - 

departcd  this  lit" i  tin 

which   he  cont  ond    alliance,   and 

united  with  Lena  Spike,  of  Kalamazoo.      I 
took  place  in  I 

M  r.  Mcintosh  «  f  the  l'i 

but  felt   ipelled 

member  of  the   Dei -ratic   party,  and 

little  interest  in  public 
welfare  or  honor  of  the  people  is  m 
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died.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Vermont.  She  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  viz:  Louisa, 
now  Mrs.  William  Stacey,  of  Brecksville,  Ohio; 
her  husband  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  lost 
his  life  at  Chantilla.  Our  subject;  Harriet,  the 
wife  of  Julius  White,  of  Brecksville,  Ohio;  and 
Stanley  G..  of  the  same  place.  The  four  deceased 
were:  Lucinda,  who  was  the  wife  of  Guy  Carpen- 
ter, of  Blissfield,  died  at  Blissfield,  Mich.,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-eight  years:  Celestia  was  married  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Carpenter,  of  the  same  place,  and  died  leav- 
ing one  child.  Hattie;  Marvin,  of  the  same  place, 
died  at  Blissfield,  and  Lorenzo,  who  was  a  mer- 
chant. 

Mr.  stone  came  to  Michigan  in  May,  1*47,  and 
lived  in  Branch  County  for  about  three  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  Burr  Oak,  where  he  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business,  and  not  without  seeing  a 
large  measure  of  prosperity.  He  first  came  to 
Michigan  in  1847.  Before  he  settled  he  saw  con- 
siderable of  (he  country,  and  made  himself  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  condition  of  the  soil.  etc..  as  to 
its  being  favorable  or  otherwise  for  hi-  purpose,  and 
finally  located  in  Burr  Oak. 

In  1850  Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lucy  C.  Webb,  the  excellent  daughter  of  H.  B. 
Webb,  F.sq..  of  Blissfield.  There  was  born  to  them  a 
daughter,  Bell,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  B.  D.  Misner, 
also  of  Bun'  Oak.  For  nine  years  Mr.  stone  held 
the  position  of  Postmaster  at  Burr  Oak,  and  later 
became  a  Justice  of  tin  Peace.  He  has  seen  much 
of  the  checkered  experience  of  life,  and  has  de- 
veloped a  fine  character,  that  wins  for  him  from  all 
who  know  him  the  most  cordial  admiration  and 
regard. 

••- — :       ;■ — ¥-^,  <     <i       :  •<** 

j\y\  ORGAN  PLANT.  Among  the  leading  far- 
mers of  Burr  Oak  Township  the  subject  of 
tin-  sketch  holds  a  prominent  position,  he 
having  aided  largely  in  the  development  of 
its  agricultural  interests.  Whatever  he  has  under- 
taken lias  been  done  thoroughly  and  well,  his  pres- 
ent possessions  not  being  extensive,  but  nevertheless 
valuable.  His  farm  comprises  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  34,  and  of    which  he  took  possession   in 

«•  


L869.  He  has  a  little  more  than  rounded  up  his 
threescore  years,  and  such  has  been  his  course  in 
life  that  he  is  enjoying  a  happy  and  green  old  age, 
with  his  children  comfortably  settled  around  him, 
useful  and  intelligent  citizens,  and  in  addition  to 
them,  scores  of  friends  whom  he  has  made  during 
the  years  of  a  well-spent  life. 

The  town  of  Stafford,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  con- 
tained the  early  home  of  our  subject,  and  where  he 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  April  30.  1825. 
His  father.  Stephen  Plant,  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  June  24,  1782.  and  married  Miss  Melinda 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  New  Marlboro.  Mass.,  Sept. 
6,  17*2.  the  same  year  as  her  husband,  being  his 
junior  by  only  a  few  months.  They  took  up  their 
residence  in  Stafford,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
father  carried  on  farming,  and  built  up  a  good 
homestead  which  sheltered  him  until  his  death,  on 
the  1  4th  of  February,  1853.  The  mother  survived 
her  husband  thirteen  years,  her  death  taking  place 
at  Pike.  Wyoming  Co..  N.  Y.,  March  30.  1866. 

The  parental  household  included  three  sous  and 
four  daughters,  and  our  subject  is  the  only  surviv- 
ing member  of  his  family.  He  spent  his  early  life 
on  the  farm  in  his  native  township,  and  a  few 
months  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  came,  in  June, 
1  866,  to  .Michigan,  locating  first  on  a  tract  of  land 
three  miles  north  of  the  village,  and  which  embraced 
the  farm  afterward  occupied  by  Abuer  Davis.  This 
remained  his  home  until  1868. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  his  native  county, 
Dec.  28.  1848,  to  Miss  Alice  C.  Emerson,  who  was 
born  at  Brownsville.  N.  Y.,  Nov.  25,  1823.  Her 
parents  were  Ira  and  Dianna  Emerson,  natives  of 
New  York,  and  the  father  a  cooper  by  trade.  He 
carried  on  business  a  number  of  years  in  Stafford, 
N.  Y..  and  with  his  excellent  wife  spent  his  last  days 
in  New  York  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plant  com- 
menced the  journey  of  life  together  in  the  year 
181*.  and  came  together  to  their  pioneer  home  in 
the  West. accompanied  by  their  children,  who  were 
all  natives  of  Stafford,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.  Their 
eldest,  Frances  A.,  was  born  March  21,  1850.  and 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  C.  Needham.  of  Burr 
Oak,  Mich.,  Nov.  28,  1867,  and  died  at  her  home 
there  Sept.  13,  1*87;  Alice  K.  was  born  March  5, 
1*53,   and   died    March    8,   1851;    Caroline  A.   was 
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the  widow  of  S.  Cade;  William  and  Amos.  John 
died  in  1875,  and  Jabez  in  L885. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allman  there  were  born  three 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Harriet  L.,  died  in 
infanev.  Lucretia  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  T.  F.  Thorn- 
ton, a  practicing  physician  of  Sturgis;  W  illiam  M. 
married  Miss  Annie,  daughter  of  Thomas  S.  Beals, 
of  Detroit,  and  is  cashier  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Sturgis. 

Mr.  Allman,  in  1865,  helped  to  establish  the 
First  National  Hank  of  Sturgis,  and  twenty  years 
later,  in  1885,  renewed  the  charter  and  has  since 
been  Vice  President.  He  has  been  a  Director  of 
Schools  many  years,  and  been  active  in  the  erection 
of  school  buildings,  believing  soundly  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  young.  He  has  contributed  more  to 
the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
than  any  other  member  of  its  congregation,  giving 
liberally  and  cheerfully  as  his  means  justified,  and 
has  held  the  most  important  offices  therein  for 
forty-five  years,  and  was  Superintendent  of  its  .Sun- 
day-school for  over  thirty  years.  In  the  public 
meetings  called  for  the  discussion  of  the  enterprises 
calculated  for  the  general  good  of  the  community, 
he  has  taken  a  prominent  part,  possessing  as  a 
speaker  rare  talents,  being  forcible  and  convincing 
in  argument.     With  the  exception  of  Constable. he 

has  held  nearly  all  tl ffices  of  the  township.     He 

still  retains  possession  of  the  spot   of  ground  upon 

which  he  first  settled,    and    where    he    has    built    up 

one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  attractive  homes 
in  the  city. 

•>■♦-:• — ■ 

\f|ACOB  BURGER.  There  were  few  among 
the  early  settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County  who 
took  a  more  thorough  hold  upon  the  esteem 
and  affections  of  the  people  than  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
came  to  Southern  Michigan  with  his  parents  in 
is  17.  He  was  born  in  York  County,  in  the  Km- 
stone  State,  March  15,  1830,  and  departed  this  life 
at  his  home  in  Constantine  Township,  Feb.  8,  1882. 
The  beautiful  and  well-appointed  homestead  which 
he  built  up  from  a  tract  of  uncultivated  land, 
left  as  a  rich  heritage  to  his  children,  is  not  as  dear 
to  them  as  the  record  of  his  life,  which  was  that  of 


an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  The  Burger  fam- 
ily it  is  supposed  is  of  German  descent,  the  fore- 
fathers of  our  subject  crossing  the  Atlantic  at  an 
early  period  in  the  history  of  America.  Henry 
Burger,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Benage,  a  native  of  the  same 
stale.  Soon  after  uniting  their  lives  and  fortunes 
they  decided  to  seek  a  home  in  the  West,  and  after 
coming  to  this  county  lived  about  one  year  in 
Mottville  Township.  Thence  they  removed  to 
Constantine  Township,  where  the  father  died  in  the 
spring  of  L866.  Mrs.  Sarah  Burger  survived  her 
husband  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  remaining 
a  widow,  and  passing  away  at  the  home  of  her  son 
Jacob,  March  20,  1884,  aged  eighty  years  and  two 
months. 

To  Henry  and  Sarah  Burger  there  were  born 
seven  children.  Jacob  was  one  of  the  elder  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  and  grew  up  a  genuine  farmer's 
boy.  strong  of  muscle  and  healthy  of  mind,  and 
when  reaching  manhood  was  fully  competent  to 
enter  upon  his  chosen  calling — that  of  a  fanner. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  he  was  married, 
Nov.  8,  1854,  to  Miss  Lavina,  daughter  of  William 
and  Catherine  (Brower)  George,  who,  like  the  Bur- 
gers, were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  emigrated  to 
this  county  during  its  early  settlement.  They  lo- 
cated in  (otistantine  Township,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days,  dying  at  an  advanced 
age,  the  father  when  ninety  years  old  and  the  mother 
when  ninety-one.  They  were  the  parents  of  live 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Burger  was  the  third.  She 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  2,  1830;  and  was  a 
small  child  when  her  parents  came  to  Michigan. 
She  with  her  husband  watched  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  this  now  prosperous  commonwealth 
with  that,  warm  interest  only  felt  by  those  liberal 
and  public-spirited  citizens  who,  while  having  much 
to  absorb  their  minds  in  their  own  concerns,  were 
nevertheless  not  too  .selfish  to  interest  themselves  in 
the  welfare  of   the  people  around  them. 

Five  children  came  in  due  time  to  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burger,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daugh- 
ter, Sarah  ('.,  is  the  wife  of  William  B.  Allerton,  of 
Constantine  Township;  of  William  II.,  the  second 
child    and  eldest    son.    mention    is    made    hereafter: 
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Teesdale,  a  woman  of  excellent   character,  who  was 
highly  respected  1  > \   all  who  knew  her,  departed  this 
life   in   Constantine,    in    1849.     Mr.   Teesdale  was 
married  t<>  his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Frances 
E.Bryan,  in  1850.     she  was  the   fourth  child   of  a 
family  of  twelve,  born   to  the  late  John  and   Sarah 
(Babcock)  Bryan,  and   her  birth  occurred  in  Mo-, 
cow,    Livingston  Co.,  X.   V..   Feb.   16,  1820.     Her 
parents  were  anions'  the  earliest   settlers  of    Michi- 
gan, removing  from  their  native  State  to  Ypsilanti 
in  182:'..     The  team  that  carried    their   goods  from 
Detroit  \>>  thai    place   was  the   first   that   made   its 
way  through  the  woods,  cutting  a  road  and  blazing 
the    way.  and    occupi'ing    live   days   in  going   less 
than  thirty  miles.      Before    that    goods    had    been 
shipped  down  the  river,  a  roundabout  and    expen- 
sive  route.      When    the   emigrants    arrived  at  their 
destination  they   found    but    live    families  who  had 
preceded  them,  and  they  were  settled  on  an  eligible 
place  about    a    mile    outside   the    present    limits    of 
the  flourishing  city   of   Ypsilanti.     They   remained 
thereuntil  1834,  and  came   to   si.    Joseph  County 
in  December    of  that  year,  casting  in  their  lot.  with 
the  very  few   pioneers   who  had    preceded  them    in 
Constantine.     They  afterward    removed   to  a  farm 
in  Constantine  Town-hip,  and  subsequently  took  up 
their   home  in   Constantine,  where  they    -pent   the 
remainder  of  their  lives.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teesdale  are 
the  parents  of     five  children   by  this  marriage,  two 
of  whom  are  living.  Lois  and  John  P>.     The  latter  is 
in    business  with    his  father,  anil  Lois  is  the  wife  of 
H.J.    Felker.   of    Grand    Rapids.     The  other  chil- 
dren died  in  infancy. 

It  has  been  Mr.  Teesdale's  fortune  to  witness  the 
greater  part  of  the  development  of  St.  Joseph 
County  from   the   wilderness,  and,  coming  here    in 

the  strength  and  vigor  of  early  manh 1.  and  with 

great  enterprise  establishing  a  business  which  in 
time  became  one  of  the  important  industries  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  he  has  In. en  no  mean  factor  in  pro- 
moting the  material advancment  of  the  county,  and 
in  him  Constantine  ha-  found  a  useful,  exemplary 
citizen.  A  man  of  line  character,  well  dowered 
with  firmness,  activity  and  enterprise,  together  with 
sound  principles  and  lofty  religious  convictions, 
his  life  has  been  a  success,  both  from  a  financial  and 
moral    standpoint.      lie    is    blessed    with   a  wife    of 


more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  capability,  who 
can  sympathize  with  and  share  his  beliefs,  and 
who  at  the  same  time  knows  well  how  to  manage 
her  household  affairs,  and  to  make  home  pleasant 
and  attractive  to  its  inmates.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tees- 
dale are,  and  have  been  for  "many  years,  among  the 
leading  inembersof  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  has  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs,  holding  church  office  continuously 
for  forty  years,  having  served  as  Trustee,  Steward, 
Class-Leader  and  Chorister,  having  led  the  choir 
for  about  forty  years.  In  ante  bellum  days  Mr. 
Teesdale  was  a  strong  Abolitionist,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  five  in  Constantine  who  voted  the  Aboli- 
tion ticket.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the 
Republican  party,  and  through  the  war  and  after- 
ward was  a  strong  supporter  of  its  policy.  The 
prohibition  movement  appealed  to  his  sympathy  as 
a  strong  temperance  man,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
fust  to  join  the  party  after  its  organization,  ami 
still  continues  to  act  with  it.  A  thoroughly  good 
man  and  citizen,  he  deserves  this  place  among  the 
honored  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
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RANCIS  G.  IIEALD.  D.  I).  S.     Prominent 

among    the   rising  members   of   the  dental 
jib  profession  in  Southern  Michigan  is  the  gen- 

tleman whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  brief 
biographical  notice.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  in  Kingston,  Ulster  County,   Nov.    12,    1862. 

His  parents.  Abel  and  Celestia  (Granger)  Ileald, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  re- 
mained there  ninny  years  after  their  marriage.  In 
1867  they  removed  with  their  family  to  Indiana, 
and  settled  in  Elkhart,  where  Mr.  Ileald  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business.  He  established  a  flourishing 
trade,  and  continued  thus  engaged  until  his  death, 
in  September,  1879.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  namely  : 
Francis  <;.:  Cora,  who  resides  with  her  mother  in 
Elkhart,  and  Sheldon,  a  student,  in  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  in  Chicago. 

Our  subject  was  but,  four  years  of  age  when  his 
parent-  removed  to  Elkhart,  and  he  there  received 
the   preliminaries    of    his    education    in    its    public 
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regard  to  educational  matters,  in  which  he  is  deeply 
interested,  as  he  believes  that  education  is  the  surest 
foundation  for  a  successful  and  useful  life.  He  is 
a  sincerely  religious  man,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  hav- 
ing done  much  toward  building  it  up  and  sustain- 
ing it  financially.  He  has  been  Trustee  of  the 
church,  and  as  a  member  of  the  building  committee, 
was  active  in  securing  the  erection  of  the  present 
house  of  worship  in  Constantine  Village. 

ON.  THOMAS  MITCHELL.  The  wealth 
|  and  prosperity  of  Constantine  are  wholly 
due  to  the  men  whose  judgment  singled  it 
out  as  an  eligible  point  for  business  in  the 
midst  of  a  country  possessing  rich  resources  ready 
for  development  by  master  hands  and  minds. 
Prominent  among  these  is  the  subjectof  this  sketch, 
who  was  for  many  years  influential  in  building  up 
its  business  interests,  and  thus  while  contributing  to 
the  advancement  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
st.  Joseph  County,  materially  added  to  his  own  fort- 
une, and  was  enabled  to  retire  on  a  handsome  com- 
petence in  1867,  while  scarcely  past  the  meridian 
of  life.  Though  not  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  county  he  may  well  be  considered  one  of  its 
pioneers,  a?  it  can  scarcely  have  emerged  in  any 
great  degree  from  it.- original  wildness  when  hefiisl 
came  here,  and  lie  has  witnessed  and  aided  its 
present  advanced  state  of  civilization. 

Our  subject  i-  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  father, 
John  Mitchell,  having  been  born  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  where  his  ancestors  had  settled,  coming 
originally  from  Scotland.  Mr.  Mitchell's  grand- 
mother was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Lois  Hall,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  N.  V..  and  she  there  spent  the 
earlier  part  of  her  life.  The  grandparents  of  our 
subject  emigrated  to  America  in  1798,  bringing 
their  infant  son  John  with  them.  The  latter  was 
born  in  1  7 '. * 7 .  ami  on  arriving  at  a  proper  age  \\:i- 
apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
which  he  followed  for  many  years.  He  was  a  ecu- 
tractor  and  builder  at  Oswego,  N.  Y..  subsequently 
oming  a  farmer,  which  latter  occupation  he  eii- 
«■  


gaged  in  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Fulton. 
N.  Y..  in  1858.  His  wife  died  in  1831.  Loth  were 
justly  held  in  high  consideration,  as  they  were 
people  of  prudent,  thrifty  habits,  and  were  kind, 
careful  and  thoughtful  in  their  relations  with  their 
neighbors  and  friends. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  of  the  five  children 
horn  to  those  worthy  people,  and  Greenwich,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  X.  V..  was  his  place  of  birth,  and  June 
25,  1  S;  1 : ) ,  the  date  of  that  important  event  in  his 
life.  His  early  years  were  spent  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  attained  his  majority.  At  about  that 
time  he  engaged  in  the  foundry  business  in  Oswego 
County.  N.  V..  following  it  there  for  two  years. 
Hi-  next  move  was  to  Syracuse,  in  his  native  state. 
where  he  pursued  the  same  businessfor  three  years. 
In  October.  1843,  Mr.  Mitchell,  seeing  in  the  then 
young  state  of  Michigan  a  tine  opening  for  his 
business,  came  to  st.  Joseph  County,  and  estab- 
lished a  foundry  in  Constantine,  which  lie  managed 
with  marked  financial  success  until  1860.  He  then 
abandoned  that  business,  and  subsequently  turned 
his  attention  to  the  hardware  trade,  which  he  car- 
ried on  very  profitably  from  18C5  until  1867,  when 
he  -old  out  and  retired  to  private  life,  at  leasl  as 
far  as  actively  engaging  in  any  extensive  business 
transactions  was  concerned,  devoting  his  leisure  to 
looking  after  his  property,  or  emerging  from  the 
quietude  of  his  home  to  take  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  First  National  Lank  of 
Constantine,  ami  has  been  continuously  a  Directoi 
it-  organization  in  1866,  and  has  been  for  a 
long  time  and  i-  now  one  of  the  Bank  Examining 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Mitchell  ami  Miss  Melinda  1';. 
Stafford, a  native  of  Madison  County.  N.  Y..  were 
muled  in  marriage  in  Constantine  Village  in  June, 
ls47.  she  I-  the  daughter  of  the  late  David  and 
Kate  (Gates)  Stafford,  who  came  to  Michigan  in 
1843  ami  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  si. 
Joseph  County,  and  our  subject  was  in  the  foundry 
business. with  the  father  for  a  short  time.  Mrs. 
Stafford  died  in  Constantine,  and  Mr.  Stafford  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  in  New  York,  where  he 
died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  have  a  pleasant  home 
in  a  substantial,  well-appointed  residence,  and  thei 
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cessfully  withheld  until  the  Statute   of  Limitations 
intervened,  and  he  is  now  Left  without  recourse. 

Our  subject  attends  strictly  to  his  business,  and 
has  steadily  refused  political  preferments  that  have 
been  tendered  him  by  his  friends.  He  does  not 
boast  of  the  flourishing  condition  of  his  business, 
luit  wisely  holds  his  own  council  as  to  his  plans  and 
future  prospects.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  he  is 
very  prosperous.  He  is  an  esteemed  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  Mrs.  Rank  is  an  earnest 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

1/  AMES  KENNEDY,  of  Sturgis,  agent  for  the 
Phillips  Fanning  Mill,  is  a  solicitor  of  many 
years' experience,  and  has  been  very  success- 
Wsgll  ful  in  introducing  the  said  mill  into  general 
use  throughout  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri.  He 
came  to  Sturgis  in  1851,  and  for  several  years  was 
identified  with  its  industries,  both  as  a  manufacturer 
and  agriculturist,  before  entering  upon  his  present 
business. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.. 
near  the  city  of  Rochester,  Dec.  11,  1830.  His 
father,  John  Kennedy,  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  emi- 
grated from  his  native  heaths  in  old  Scotland  in  the 
early  days  of  the  settlement  of  Monroe  County, and 
became  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  present 
site  of  Rochester.  There  was  then  but  one  house, 
a  rude  log  cabin,  covered  with  shakes,  on  the  spot 
where  a  great  city  now  stands,  and  there  were  no 
streets,  the  highways  consisting  of  Indian  trails. 
John  Kennedy  married  Cynthia  Ball,  and  to  them 
came  five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  one. 
Mr.  Kennedy  had  three  children  by  a  previous 
marriage. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  but  a  limited 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  as  he 
had  to  work  hard  and  could  attend  school  but  little. 
This  defective  education  of  his  earlier  years  he  has 
greatly  improved  by  observation  and  intelligent 
reading,  lie  came  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1850, 
a  little  ahead  of  the  railways.  In  1854  he  came  to 
this  township  from  his  home  in  Branch  County,  and 
has  since  lived  here.  lie  was  actively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1864,  when  he  came  into 
4* 


the  village  of  Sturgis,  and  the  following  fifteen 
years  was  engaged  in  selling  pumps,  and  a  part  of 
the  time  in  their  manufacture,  although  he  was  on 
tin1  load  mostly.  Since  1877  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  fanning-mill  business,  and  travels  by  team 
over  Indiana,  Illinois  anil  Missouri,  doing  a  fine 
business,  as  his  pleasant,  frank  manners  and  his 
undoubted  honesty  quickly  gain  him  popularity 
with  the  people  among  whom  he  travels,  and  he 
easily  makes  sales. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  .Mart ha 
C.  Morse  took  place  April  20,  1854.  Mrs.  Kennedy 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  Aug.  10,  1831.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  E.  Z.  Morse,  of  Cass  County,  and 
Permelia  (Tyler)  Morse,  the  hist  still  living  and  the 
latter  deceased.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy,  three  of  whom  live,  namely  : 
Ella,  Frank  and  Edward.  The  name  of  the  deceased 
child  was  Myrtie.  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 
Ella  married  Edwin  G-.  Thompson,  editor  of  the 
Ligonier  Leader,  and  they  have  three  children — 
Martha,  Grace  and  Jamie.  Frank  married  Lizzie 
Nolton,  and  they  live  at  Adrian,  Mich.,  and  have 
one  child.  Bessie.  Mis.  Kennedy  is  a  woman  of 
superior  character,  and  an  active  winker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  is  an  es- 
teemed member. 

The  employers  of  our  subject  place  the  utmost 
confidence  in  his  worth  and  ability,  and  he  has  never 
betrayed  their  trust.  He  has  always  winked  for 
their  best  interest,  and  is  regarded  by  them  as  one  of 
their  best  salesmen.  He  is  well  esteemed  by  his  fel- 
low-citizen^ and  he  and  his  wife  are  pleasantly  situ- 
ated in  a  cozy  home. 

()X.  JoIIN  HAMILTON,  ex-member  of  the 
.Michigan  Legislature,  did  good  service  in 
— W^'  'hat  liod\  during  the  session  of  1879,  Offi- 
ciating as  a  member  of  some  of  it>  most  im- 
portant committees,  namely,  supplies  and  expendi- 
tures, and  agriculture,  and  was  interested  in  various 
other  measures  under  discussion  at  that  time,  lb 
ha-  long  I  Kin  recognized  as  one  of  the  nio-t  enter- 
prising  fanners  of   Constantino  Township.   1  hi t    in 
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■— — ■► 


h 


-» 


s  i    .K  iNi.ni  <iii  m  v 


coi u-'l  Iherew  nli.  and  i-  non 

i    pleasant    I i-  llol    t :  1 1    frtilll  the  Ipiwii  limil-.       Mr 

1-   III.-  •  •»  in  r  •  ■!    I  21  I.  »  liii'li  I- 

|>|'|>\  I  ■  I .  •  I     Hill  mill     H  llllll      I- 

n'-w  i ipci  atcd  li\   hi \\  il linn). 

i  iin  subject  was   liorn   in    \\ ... .-i.  i     w  n\  in 

t  Hue  Sppl  ,1,1812  in.  .<  It- 1     Ik  •  ■  i  i  •  -~  t  •  -:  i*  I    ..I 

his    parents,  Willinm  and    Nunc)   (Ingmypr)    Ham- 
llton.    who   wi  .  .  ii\ « - 1  \    ol    r. 

(  ..nut \ .    I'.i..  mid   ol     Mar)  land.     'I'hoj    came  to 
Mil  IVi  riton    in  the  spi  inj  ol  rriv- 

\[  nil  — •  -it  |pd  in  •  onstanl  ine  I  ow  n- 

ship,  whprc  tliu  Father  hat  tied  with  the  piemen 
:i  new  soil  and  succeeded  in  building  up 
nhle  homestead.     Here  both  parents  g|ieiil    tin 
mnindcr  ■•(    theii    days.    William    Hamilton   pass- 
ing nwm     Dee.    i  ind    his    excellent    wife 

■  Hid  n    line  fami 
eight  ehildren.  four  sons  nnd   roiir  daughters,   two 
..i  whom  .iir  living',  our  sulijeel  nnd  William, 
n I.  ni  of  I  hiudas,  Minn. 

John  Hamilton  was  a) g   man    twenty 

p  when    he   neeoin|Minied    his    parents   to  thi- 
count)  .and  I  lint  time  has  '>  ddent    "t 

I  ou  nshlp.     The  people  of  this  n 
have  thus  had  ahundanl  op]>ortunit)    U>  mnki 

i ud  the  fael  that  lhe\  Inn  e  pntriisted 
linn  ai  \  nrious  times  « ith  n  it  ini|>or- 

mil   eonfidenee  in  which 
lie    i-  held.     I'olilically,    In  •   the 

1 1\ .  nnd  w  as  eleeted   to  i  he  Legisla- 
ture in  ii  liepuhlieaii  count) .  running  on  :i  Nntionnl 
and   liberal-minded    iii     his 
views,  a  man  well  informed  and   nol   easily    turned 
from  his  purpose.     Kew    men  an  widel)    or 

iM\   knowu  throughout  this  region.      II. 
luiill  up  for  himsell  >rd   as  :i    man   and 

■  if   h  hich   hi-    posterity    « ill  hn\ 
diamed. 
Miss  ^  I  ownship 

-     ;        \|  i  - 
I lamillon  was  limn   in    ^ 

I :!.  I  -  few  nt  I  litis- 

liand.     Their   union   w  liirth  "I 

t«  el\  i'  ehildren.  of  »  horn  t ! 
Klizaheth    lieenme   the   ■■ 
i .  -hi. 'nt 


i-  the  « id 

W  1 1 1  i.-i(ii  l  • 

Mini  1 1 1 1 - \    .in-  .  ..int.. i  labl)    Ii 

i  In-  I  Inmilton  lion 
n  dnughti 

I'.i.i  n.  :i   Well-to-do 
.lohit 

ised  :  hi-  -i-i  i. in I    h  il.-    .-  I 

mid  the)    live  in    I'nrk    Township.     N- 
(  niii-   I 'o well 
- 

■  ii  -I  i.-n  in  in   (  onstant  i 

M  i  -    Kranklin  I  lentlei . 

I    i-  in  business  in    t 

'       '  h-  h  Inn  nine  mont  lis 
when  lit'' 

Mrs    Sam       (Pop)    Hamilton   ■ 
:it   tin-   fnmil)    residence  ii    I  |o. 

She  was  n   nati  i  -     :  U   <  ounl 

Mini  .-i  lad  I  by  the  i 

count)  .  who  knew  her  so  long  and  we! 

her  hn-li.-iinl  in  hi-  worth)    ambition.- 
hi-  true  and  faithful  helpmati 
of  their  wedded  lif<-.     I  lei   i 
1'cnnsylvniiin,  and    the   mother  died   in   <dii.. 
father    ii  I  ount) .    ^1  ■  •        I 

fnmil  in.  and 

America  :it  ii  \  en    earl)     |>eriod   in  its 
fore  the  openii  oliitionai      w 

subject  of  t Iii-  sketch   i-  om  rthv 

man  w  ho  has  left  I 
earl) 

I  In   Imt! 

•art    in  the  si  ||j« 

I  liomas  I  lamilU 
ami)  as  n  private,  Imt  for  irnllanl   and    m< 
condt 

pendi  William, 

dren    what  hail  l><-.n  told  him  b)   his 
from    the  tinii  \    mont i  - 
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settled  down  on  a  farm  in  AVayne  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  the  old  soldier  lived  many  years  toenjoy 
the  blessings  of  peace  which  his  sword  had  helped 
to  win.  During  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain 
lie  again  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and 
was  one  of  the  gallant  band  who  defended  the  fron- 
tier againsl  the  incursions  of  the  savage  allies  of 
the  British.  Pull  of  years  and  honors,  the  brave 
patriot  passed  away  about  the  year  1826,  leaving 
to  his  descendants  a  name  of  which  they  may  well 
be  proud. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  maternal  grandfather,  [ngmyer, 
was  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  gave  his  life 
to  his  country,  being  killed  in  Wattle.  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  his  descendants  thus  inherit  on  both  sides  a 
love  of  liberty,  one  of  the  best  bulwarks  of  a  tree 
country. 


sHOMAS  CATTON  is  numbered  among  the 
substantial  fanners  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  is  successfully  carrying  on  agriculture 
on  section  35,  Constantino  Township.  His  farm  is 
well  tilled  and  improved,  yielding  abundant  har- 
vests in  repayment  of  his  care  and  toil,  and,  aided 
by  his  good  wife,  he  has  built-  up  as  neat  and  com- 
fortable a  home  as  one  could  desire. 

( )ur subject  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  Constantine 
Township,  his  birth  having  occurred  here  April  28, 
1  84  1 .  within  a  distance  of  fifty  roils  of  where  he  now 
lives,  and  lie  may  be  said  to  have  grown  up  with 
the  township,  as  in  his  early  days  it.  can  hardly  have 
been  of  any  size  or  importance  as  regards  popula- 
tion and  business.  The  parents  of  our  subject.  John 
and  Fanny  (Steals)  Cation,  were  both  natives  of 
England,  having  been  born  in  Yorkshire.     It  is  not 

stated    when   they   ci ■  to  this  country,  but  after 

marriage  they  settled  in  Florence  Township,  this 
county.  They  lived  on  different  places  in  Pigeon 
Prairie  until  their  death,  the  mother  dying  in  1877, 
and  the  father  in  1887.  They  had  four  children,  of 
whom  utir  subject  was  the  eldest.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  received  the  benefit  of  a  common- 
school  education.  Since  attaining  man's  estate  he 
has  been  engaged  chiefly  in  farming,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  six  years'  experience  in  business  as  a 
dealer  in  agricultural  implements.   He  did  very  well 


at  that,  but  he  preferred  the  freer  and  more  health- 
ful employment  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  to  the 
close  confinement  necessitated  by  his  business,  and 
he  again  resumed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  giving 
up  his  place  in  town,  but  still  dealing  to  some  extent 
in  implements.  He  has  met  with  the  success  that 
his  labor  and  strict  attention  to  work  merit,  ami  is 
now  the  possessor  of  120  acres  of  well-tilled  land  on 
.section  .'15,  provided  with  comfortable  buildings, 
and  the  necessary  appliances  for  farming. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Lottie 
O'Harra  was  solemnized  in  Constantine  Village, 
July  17,  18G5,  and  their  happy  union  has  been 
blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  two  children.  Fan- 
nie (i.  and  Hattie  B.  Mrs.  Catton  is  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Hugh  O'Harra,  of  Allen  County,  Ind., 
where  she  was  born  Dec.  '28,  1840. 

Mr.  Catton  is  a  practical  man  of  shrewd  common 
sense,  who  deals  justly  and  fairly  with  his  neigh- 
bors, who  recognize  him  as  eminently  trustworthy 
and  entitled  to  their  full  respect.  He  and  his  wife, 
who  is  likewise  held  in  high  estimation,  are  sincere 
Christians,  and  conduct  themselves  in  accordance 
with  high  principles.  They  are  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  Steward  and  Trustee.  He  is  influential  as  a 
citizen,  and  while  a  resident  of  Constantine  Village 
was  a  member  of  the  Arillage  Board,  and  held  the 
responsible  office  of  Treasurer  of  that  board  for  one 
vear. 


FLA    1'.  SCOVILLE,  M.   D.,  is 


.1'  ih 


jli>\,  leading  physicians  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
l'(ffi>)))|j  and  he  is  also  prominent  in  social  and  po- 
^§5^?  litical  circles.  1  Ie  is  pleasantly  situated  in 
Constantine.  where  he  and  his  wife  have  one  of  the 
most  attractive  hollies  to  In'  found  within  ils  limits. 
lie  was  an  officer  in  the  late  ('ivil  War.  and  won  a 
distinguished  reputation  for  bravery  and  fortitude 
in  the  time  that   tried  men's   soul>. 

Our  subject  i >  .- >  sou  of  Theodore  M.  Scoville,  of 

whom  see  sketch  on  a  not  her  page  of  this  work.      He 

was  horn  in  Collins ville,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y ..  Aug.  I  1 . 
1H43.     The  first  five  years  of  his  life  were  passed 

there    on    his    father's    homestead,    and    his    parents 
then  removed  to  Conneautville.  Crawford  Co..  l'a. 
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\\  lion  In-  «  i-  i \m-I  \  i-  \  •  '-.I ik 

up  i  hoii  i  •  -mIi  in -i  in  Dm  kc,  I  tone  Co.,  M 

III'     faillil)     -ill  li-il    III     \\  III  nil.    I  lllio. 

.ill  i  n 

i  --Hi  in  the  "hi M  for  liim-.   •     I'riM  urn- 
in  i linl  i inn-  I  -nil  i In-  prelim  >l    lii- 

education  in  tin-  I'oini -iln  •••!-.  uiul  hn<l 

i In-  Norm  it  M  idison,  w  i-..  nitci  nl 

W     II  I  .   II.     till!"  Ill        I  lull       Willi       In      I     lll'.ll       Mill-. 

I    r  i,      I    ■  I  lei     I  III-    {'III  |ii.-i-   of    Slllll)  illg   MM  'I 

with  Hi.-  In).-  Hi.  II.  I..   I'hclps,  and  was  with  him 

■  year.     Mi1    was    making    rapid    pri  u   his 

studies   when    llio  great    Rebellion    broke  out,  and 
though  In   was  ambitious  i"  lit  himself  for  hi-  pro- 

•  ii  and   in  enter   ii|iihi   hi-  duties,  lii-    intense 

-.ii-iii    and    love    of    country     bore    down    all 

things  else,  and  :ii    the  first   signal  of  distress   lie 

aside  all  youthful  hopes  and  aims  aud  sprang 

in  H  ii-  and  stripes,  enlisting  in 

i  In-  spi  in  I  for   a  term    of  i  liree    months. 

the  young    hero  again   enlisted,  and 

in-,  mini-  ii  member  of  the  12th    Pennsylvania   I 

with   the  rank    ol    S  it.     lie  «:i-   suhse- 

qucntl)   promoted    to  he  See I  Lieutenant  of  his 

nent.     His  sec I  te f  service  ex  tended  to 

. 1 1»  when  In-  was  I 'ablj  discharged, 

lli-  regiment  was  an  independent  organization 

of  the  time  acted  as  scouts,  and   in   \\-j_* 

Mi  -       imaml  and  "t  Iter  gueri  illn  Shen- 

andoidi    Valley.     Our    suhjcel   i< « >k   part    in    man) 
impoi  iiicl  was  never  found  «:iniiiiur   in 

hravi  iiiinn   to  the  cause,  ami    «:>-  .'il«.-i\- 

in  hi-  place  in  the  heat  of  liattle.     W  hile  scouting, 
just  previous  lo  the  battle  of  (iettysburg.  having 
twent)  -live  men  under  his  charge,  he  was  quil 
\ «  i  ■  ■  I  \   wounded,  but    he  did  not  Hindi   and    would 

ilnu  hi-  wound  to  prevent    his  taking  |>arl   in 
ih.-  battle.      Vt  Winchestei    \"a..  he  also  i  ■ 
■  ■  mini  In  the  should. 

ireinenl    from   mi                           \l 
Scoville  returned  lo  (  rawford  (  mint 
sinned   his  medical  studies  under   Hie  diri>ction  of 
I ' i    Whitley,  of  Conneautville.     lie  remained 
him  ■                 and  then  entered  the  medii 
menl  of  the   I  niversit)    .-it    Aim     Vi    oi       lie   was 
graduated   from   that   institution   in   the  sprin 
1868,  and    thus   well  equipi                 ■  ■•!    upon    tin- 
-+. 


COUIlt)         II.  II. 

then  establish. 

milt   up  :.n   .-\ii  in  II 

|.i.|.iil.-ii .  and  is  the   beloved    physician    in 
-  hold.  »  here  his  pi 

ami  -i.-i\  i-.l  Hi. 

I  >l  .      Si  ..\   ill.-       Mll.l        \|  I--     .1.   Illll.        I  I 

united    in   mai  i  iagc  in   •  onslanl  in.    in    i  -  - 

I  liilihi-i.i, 

Ihihi    iii    Mottville    I'ownship,   this  count 

llll    hi-    u  ih-    h.-i\  .-    ,-i     Ii 

i  Si  ih  I  circle   i-  .1  unpli  u 
their  lin  le  son,  Cli  S 

The  I  ii  M-ini  has  :ii  lained  his  pri  - 
as  n  in. -lulu  r  ..I'  the  medical  profi 

(  Oil  lit)    -iilil\    l.\    • 

order,  seconded   b)  worth)    ami  n  in- 

domitablc  « ill.    At 

qtlisll  :l  pari   of  .'III  ■ 

IhreaU  nod  U>| 

hi-  lieloved  calling,  but  his  health   has   i  in  pro 

Mini    he    i-    on.  in  activi 

pi inentl)  identified  with  nil)  . 

being  :>  mem  I  •  onstanlim 

I;     \      ol    1  '■ . i  ■  -    Divers    landi  i       s- 

Siloam    I  - 
\    \| .     I  le  has  t.-iU.-ii  .|iiit. 
Iiii.-:.l  matters,  and    is    in    full   sympnth) 
I  lemocratic  |«rt) . 
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euunlv.  His  widow  survived  him  but  two  years, 
dying  in  Saline  Township,  in  the  same  county,  in 
June.  1841. 

Our  subject  was  thus  at  an  early  age  thrown  on 
hi>  own  resources,  and  had  to  make  his  own  way  in 
ili,  world.  How  well  lie  profited  by  the  lessons  of 
adversity  is  shown  by  his  subsequent  career.  Soon 
alter  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  taken  into  the 
family  of  Austin  Converse,  in  Bridgewater  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  Count}'.  Here  he  lived  and  worked 
until  1848,  helping  to  clear  and  develop  a  farm  in 
the  heavy  timber  which  then  covered  that  county. 
In  the  year  named,  being  eighteen  years  of  age,  he 
determined  to  learn  a  trade,  and  entered  the  office 
of  the  Ann  Arbor  Art/US  to  acquire  the  trade  of  a 
printer.  In  that  establishment  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1850,  when  he  came  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  leased  the  office  ami  business  of  the  St. 
Joseph  County  Advertiser,  which  was  then  published 
at  Centreville.  In  June.  1851,  he  removed  the  paper 
to  Constantino,  where  he  has  ever  since  published 
it,  having  subsequently  purchased  it. 

June  16,  1853,  Mr.  Hull  was  married  to  Helen 
<  .ray,  daughter  of  Burr  1).  and  Amy  (.ray.  The 
former  died  in  Constantine,  in  1871,  and  the  latter 
in  C'oldwater,  Mich.,  in  1870, she  being  at  that  time 
stayii  g  there  temporarily.  Mrs.  Hull  wa>  born  at 
Charlotte,  Chittenden  Co.,  Yt..  July  7.  1831.  This 
marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  died.au  unnamed  infant.  The 
survivor-  are:  Lee  <L.  who  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps,  and  is  now  foreman  in  the  office  of  the 
Hera  Id  at  Morris,  111.;  Fred  A.  is  employed  in  the 
oil  ire  of  the  Newspaper  I  'nion  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. ; 
Warren  C.  is  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Albion, 
Mich.;  Helen  I.,  is  tin  wile  of  Kev.  Bastiau  Smits, 
pastor  of  the  (  ongregational  Church  in  Constan- 
tine; and  Henry  I!..  also  a  printer,  assists  his  father 
in  the  newspaper  office. 

The  ent  ire  adult  life  of  Mr.  Hull  has  been  passi  >  I 
in  Constantine,  where  he  is  as  well  and  favorably 
known  as  any  citizen  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
Hi-  journal,  which  he  conducts  in  a  clean  ami 
wholesome  manner,  circulate-  largely  in  the  village 
and  county,  and  exercises  a  wide  influence  for  good. 
While  Mr.  Hull  i-  personally  a  stanch  Republican. 
In-  aim  is  to  make  a  local  newspaper  which  will  be  a 


welcome  visitor  in  every  family  in  the  county,  and 
in  that  desire  he  is  meeting  with  gratifying  success. 
Mr.  Hull  has  been  called  by  his  fellow-citizens  to 
fill  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  lie  has 
been  Township  Clerk,  for  about  twenty  years  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  a  member  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1867.  Assistant  Assessor  of 
Internal  Revenue  for  years,  and  until  the  office  was 
abolished;  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the 
Second  District  of  Michigan  from  1873  until  the 
district  was  discontinued  in  1876,  and  was  Deputy 
Collector  from  1876  to  1881.  In  all  the  positions 
he  discharged  their  duties  in  a  manner  highly  cred- 
itable to  himself  and  satisfactory  both  to  his  con- 
stituents and  his  superior  officers.  As  a  man  he  is 
respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and  as  an  editor  his 
opinions  have  much  weight  in  the  community  of 
which  for  nearly  fort}'  years  he  has  been  an  hon- 
ored member. 
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KA  RS.  MARY  A.  COOK.  Too  much  credit 
///  ll  (':m""1  '"'  given  to  the  noble  men  ami  wo- 
ij  Hi  men.  who.  during  the  early  settlement  of 
St.  Joseph  County, streughtened  the  hand-, 
of  their  husbands  in  battling  with  the  difficulties 
of  pioneer  life,  and  bravely  encouraged  them  in 
their  worth}- ambitions  of  subduing  a  portion  of 
the  <;rcai  West  and  providing  the  way  for  the  ad- 
vance of  a  later  civilization.  As  a  type  of  one  of 
these,  the  lady   whose  life   history   we   briefly  note 

deserves  re  than  a  passing  mention,    she  i-  now 

approaching  her  threescore  years  and  ten,  and  after 
a  well-spenl  life  is  quietl}  passing  her  dec-lining 
years  a1  a  pleasanl  home  in  Mottville,  surrounded 
by  hosts  of  friend-,  who  onl}'  name  her  but  to 
praise. 

Mrs.  Cook  was  born  in  Northumberland  County, 
l'a..  Aug.  19.  1820.  and  is  n  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Mover)  Ilass.  John  [lass.alson  native 
of  the  Keystone  State,  was  born  in  the  year  1777. 
and  pursued  the  peaceful  occupation  of  farming, 
lie  was  a  good  man  in  all  that  the  term  implies. 
:i  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  after  the 
organization  of  the   Republican  part}'   became 
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hi    its   stanches!    :niii.  i  eiii        1 1  -  ■        ■  I  inc. 

u.i-  bom  i in-  same  "I  i"iiii  |i 

■  I 
\|  i n < I  i lull  mi   i hi-  iiiiitln-i   Man 
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Shirts,  l>\  «  In  mi  -In  ■  in-i  mi  i  !■■  i  In-  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, »l>-  i   residents  ol    Muntniin:    Vmclin 

married  John  (  urr,  Mini  i-  the  iln-i  m|   two  i'liil- 

iln-ii;  Tobias  married  Miss  Susan    Lulu  -ink.  Mini  In- 

i-    Mil-    father   lit'     eight    '   llll'l  '  ■ 

Our  subject   after  having   lived  h   widow    some 

I  inn-    u.i-   MiMI'i  ii-il     In    \\  1 1 1 1 : 1 1 1 1    Cook,  1) 

\l  i    i  mil,  «  m-    i  m  on  111   i  mi  inty.  X.  Y.,  in 

IHO-t,  and  died  Sept,  7.  1881.     II.-  ci •  to    M 

ii  u  m-  1888,  Mini  for  Imi  i\  -eight 
thereafter  lived  the  life  of  an  upright  and 
praiseworthy  citizen.  Politically  .  he  altlliated  with 
the  I  •iiniiri  Miir  party,  and  socially,  was  a  memher 
..I  the  I  _  * »  ii  I.  In  religious  matters  he  was 
a  consistent    member  of    the    Methodist    Kpiscopal 

(  hurch,  in  wh  k  also  beli  m 

'I'm  Mr.  and  Mrs   i  mi, i,  there  were  horn  Ave  chil- 
dren, one  of  «  Ii W  illai  tl  South 

kfort,  this  State;  his  twin  brother,  W  illiain,  is 
i-r'l.     Km  mil  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Karly,and 
iln-\   reside  with    \l  i  -   Coo        \  lice   is   the  «  i  I 
John  Marker,  and  lives  at  Kdwardsburg,  this  State; 

lli-iiii tarried    William   Frost,  anil  they   live   in 

^Miiih  K  rank  fort. 


•  »« > 
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i  ISKPH  VV.   i:i  1 1  I    is  a  native-born  cit 
St.  Joseph  (  i Mini  \ .  I  l  ownship, 

where   he  has  passed   the   most  of  1 1 i-  life, 
having  been  the  place  of  hi~  birth,  and  Jan, 
G,  1838,  the  date  thereof,  and  since  early  manhood 
he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  developing 
sustaii  agricultural  interests  as  oi 

the  most  intelligent  and  skillful  farmers  of  this 
rannity.     Ili~  farm  on  section  15.  in  point  of  culti- 
n,  \  aluable  impro\ 

ranks  with  the  best  in  his  neighborh I. 

i  »tir  sub  A    ram  and  <  'atherii  i 

.  were  pii  St  Jos<  ph  <  ounty, 

coming  here  in  1836,  when  thecountry  round 


-■-*•■ 


-till    in    il 

i         ihip  n Iim  Imd  i 

they  rcti 'I 

■nil I.  thl 

departed  this  life.      I  ■•  bim  and 

born  four  sons     Isaac  R 

till*-   Villa  .tin   II..   who  died   in    I 

1         i  ountj .  tlii-  v 

a  wife  and  three  children ;  Joseph  \V.;  and  II- 

who  died  when  ■  lad  of 

I     ■     iiimIIii-i   of  O 

n  the  sp 

She  and  her  husband  - 
county  near  th 
died.     Mi      - 
June  l .'.  1874,  while  tin 
Joseph  was  in  u 

ither  died,  anil  In-   was  Qnally  broug 

ii Pcnnsj  Ivania  to  h 

■    Rutter,  i 

continued  ■  i  n  t  i  1  her  second  •  He 

\     in  tin 
subsequently  bad  the  bi 

\  scl I  in  tin 

attaining   man's  estab    he 

ultural  pursuits  »itli    - 
now  owns  1  20  Hue  farm; 

lie  has  a  substantial  set  of  buildii 

tober  1 .  1 8C3.  our  snbji  an  mh|m .- 

■  I  the  upbuild 
man  iagi   toM 
Village.     She  i>.  like  her  bus 

ih  County,  ha> 
ship,  M 
and  Anna    M 

Vork. 

■ 

in. ni-  i-  still  ■< 
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two  children:  Henrietta,  who  died  when  Ave  years 
Old,  and  Elida,  Mrs.  Reiff. 

Mr.  Reiff  is  possessed  of  sagacity,  forethought 
and  energy,  so  combined  with  prudence,  thrift,  and 
steadiness  of  purpose,  that  li is  success  in  his  calling 
was  assured  from  the  start,  and  he  is  now  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  He  and  his  wife  are  people 
of  easy,  pleasant  manners,  and  their  home,  the  seat 
of  true  hospitality,  is  attractive  alike  to  friend  and 
stranger.  Mr.  Reiff  is  influential  in  public  affairs, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  one 
of  the  leading  Republicans  of  this  place.  He  has 
been  Commissioner  of  Highways  for  five  years,  and 
has  been  zealous  in  improving  the  traveling  facili- 
ties of  this  region.  He  has  also  held  various 
school  offices,  ami  lias  done  what  he  could  to  pro- 
mote the  educational  interests  of  the  township. 


►H*00«H 

ipvoHMAN  HARVEY,  deceased,  was  for  more 
jjj  than  three  decades  one  of  the  must  promi- 
\V\/IL]  neivt  and  enterprising  citizens  of  s>.  Joseph 
County,  and  as  one  of  its  pioneers  and  business  men 
bore  a  distinguished  pari  in  promoting  its  growth 
and  advancing  its  agricultural,  manufacturing, 
commercial  and  financial  interests.  Coming  here 
in  1833,  while  still  in  the  prime  of  early  manhood, 
heat  once  identified  himself  with  the  interests  of 
Constant! tie  Town-hip.  anil  made  them  his  own 
until  the  day    of    his    death.      Thus,    under  his  eyes 

and  with  his  energetic  assistance  the  present  site  of 

the  town-hip  that   he    found    in    the   depths    of   the 

forest  primeval  with  a  few  straggling  log  cabins  as 

the  only  evidence  of  the  white  man's  presence,  has 
gradually  changed  to  a  tine,  highly  productive 
farming  country,  with  many  pleasant  homes  and  a 
busy,  populous  village,  when n uierce  and  manu- 
factures flourish. 

Mr.  Harvej  was  a  fine  representative  of  an  hon- 
orable New  England  ancestry,  and  he  was  himself 
horn  in  thai  section  of  the  country.  June  23.  1807, 
the  pretty  town  of  Rupert,  Bennington  Co.,  \'t., 
being  his  birthplace.  His  father,  Ephraim  Harvey, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  his  mother. 
Pamelia  Harwood.  was  of  a  well-known  Vermont 
family.      llis  father  was  a  farmer,  and   our    subject 

-*• — 


was  reared  on  the  old  homestead.  His  opportuni- 
ties for  an  education  were  somewhat  better  than 
were  accorded  to  farmers'  lads  in  the  early  years  of 
this  century,  for  besides  the  common-school  privi- 
leges that  he  enjoyed  in  his  boyhood,  he  attended 
the  academy  at  Salem.  N.  Y..  and  diligently  pur- 
sued a  good  course  Of  instruction  there  which 
amply  qualified  him  for  the  profession  of  teacher, 
and  in  his  younger  days  he  taught  school  during 
the  winter  months  for  several  years.  In  l,x2.s  his 
marriage  with  Rhoda.  daughter  of  Seth  and  Rhoda 
.Moore,  of  Rupert,  was  consummated,  and  in  1833, 
with    his  wife   and   two   children,    our   subject    re- 

ved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  this  state,   where  he 

began  the  life  of  a  pioneer.  By  active  labor  he 
cleared  a  valuable  farm  of  400  acres,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  Constantino,  on  which  he  re- 
sided twenty-two  years.  In  1855  Mr.  Harvey 
removed  to  Constantine  Village,  and  became  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  various  kinds  of  business — 
farming,  milling,  manufacturing,  real-estate  and 
mercantile  operations,  one  and  all  engaged  bis 
attention.  lie  always  took  a  lively  interest  in  any 
scheme  looking  toward  the  advancement  of  the 
materia]  interests  of  the  county  and  township,  and 
as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Constantine  was  very  active  in  procuring  it- 
establishment  in  this  village,  and  he  was  one  of  its 
Directors  until  the  time  of  his  death.  Our  subject 
was  scarcely  past  middle  age,  in  the  period  of  his 
greatest  usefulness,  and  his  friends  might  reason- 
ably have  hoped  that  he  would  be  spared  to  them 
many  years  longer.  But  it  was  not  to  he.  and  April 
17.  1866.  he  passed  to  the  life  beyond.  This  sad 
event  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  business  interests  of 
Constantine,  and  in  his  death  manv  lost  a  valued 
friend. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  a  man  of  warm  heart  and  large 
brain,  uniting  firmness  and  dignity  of  character  w  it  h 
great  natural  sweetness  of  disposition  and  suavity 
of  manner,  and  as  he  was  always  genial  and  helpful 
to  those  about  him.  his  friendships  among  all  classes 
were  many  and  warm.  lie  was.  however,  seen  at 
the  besl  advantage  in  bis  home  amidst  his  loved 
ones:  as  a  husband,  he  was  thoughtful  and  tender: 
as  a  father,  he  was  affectionate  and  always  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  his  children.      In  his  business  re- 
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hih,  ,n-  \|i.    UnrviM   » :i-  faithful  Mini   trustworthy, 

-    -ii.Ii    :i    III  in    «  M-    lli-i-ili-il     III     till1     ■_■  1 1 1  ■  I :  ■  1 1 
|iiililii-  :  1 1 1 :  i  i  i  -.  In-  Was  nil,  ii    | .  i .  — .-r  I    \t\     In-    fellow- 

.  ii  i/in-  to  take  i-i\  ic  i »« ►  —  1 1  um-.  1 1 II 

mil  mil  the    iniiii    llu1  oil  i    for 

U'«l       HI     I  III'       N     

SlIJH'l  S  l-nl    ill    I  In-     low  HSllip,  -l*i- 

mill    WIIS    llll     inrllln  HlccS, 

I  \  ii'    1 :  1 1  ■  k  i  1 1  •_:    in    del  hi  mil    In    lii- 

own  religious  ri  hi  \  i,  in  hi-,  mill  also  nevei    1 1  n  in  i  hi  I - 

fnl  hi' Hi,  mil   sympathy  due   to  tl ■  who 

differed  i  widely  i him.     In  onrh  mnnl I 

he  united  »iili  iln-  '  ,'ir.n  jii  ii'ii.-il   i  liurch  nt    l.'u- 

juii.   \t..   hut   nfter  leaving   lii-  old  home   mm g 

llu-     New     I  .n-jlatnl  liill-  ami    i- injj    to   this  State, 

In-  liecmue    mi    nttenilmit   ill   iiml   supporter  o(   iln- 
Hi  in!  nii-il  (  liurch  ill   (  oustmitiiic. 

wife  "i  -  subject,  1,'ln.il-i  \l was  horn 

in  Rupert,  \  i..  in  I- 1 -in  1 1 a i  \ .  1808.  and  died  in  I 

stautine,  March   ."i.    1863.     She    ' mi  estimable 

eharaeter  anil  wasn  sincere  I  hristiau,  whose  - 
wan  widely   mourned.     She  was  the  mother  of  ten 
sons  and  two  daughters,  live  of  whom  how  survive, 
mihI  all  residents  "i  <  onstnntine,      \.  II.  mid  l»    M. 
lire  farmers;  .1.  M     ineeted    with  the  lloui 

mill  ami   the  1  x  -ual    Hank  :   U     \\  .    i-  ,  a-lina 

nt  ilia  I  hank,  and  also  connected  with  the  mill,  ami 
Vllnorvn    \     -  i  In-  wifi  ll,    of 

«  I see  sketch  on  another  page       i 

were  named:  Charles   M     Seth  M..  Lyman  R.,    w 
lam  S„Setli  M     Rhodn   I',  and  (  ephas. 


■-»  -  » 


I        ON.  I  HH  VR1)    \\      I'KNDI  I   l"\        riiis 

J        ni  It'iii.i n  retired  from  active  lmsine me 

time  >i nee.  and  is  now  living  nt  a  fine  home 
\Q      in   tlic  cih    of  Sturgis.      II--   is   familiarly 
know  n  to  on  of  tin 

ilii-  county.  Ii  i  his  lot  »iili  it-    |m-i.|iI.-   in 

of  n    mi 
home   in  S.  V..  when    his   hirth 

took  pint  el) 

I  Icnr)    and    I  lannnh      V\ 
parents  of  our  suh 
mi  ami    New   Vorl 
horn  in  i  letoliei .  I  800      1 1,    «  as 
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in- 1  in . 
in  i  - 

iship,  «  li< 

\  ■ 

l   o|     all     I, Ml    I    ! 
I  I \     U>  I 

I  '■  ndleton.      I  Ii   -|«  nt  hi* 
i  Ink.  tlii-   count) .     Tin 
independent  in  politics,  and   although  mil 

his  dull  toward  h 

low  men,  ami  -m-iallv  .  a    In,  II  t).  I 

Mi-.    I  Inn  nah    Pendleton,  oui 

in  1804,  and  •  I  i « -  *  1  »  lieu   compai 
\  oung  woman,  in    I  -s  19.   in  l  l  N.  Y, 

Nln-  ■  jli-h  ami  Scotch  di 

list  ii  '  If  her  nniiiii  w iili   I 

ton  there  «  ere  ' \v\  en  children,  iinmi 

I...    Ii\  in 

subject;   Klizn  (  ..  <  liarlcs   II..  .loiintlmn    M..  .1 

M     W  illiam  II..  Ii  .  \V,  and  Dalian  M 

infancy    unnamed,  hlren   I i  ^  - 

matin  •  mil  six  arc  now  lii 

The   -ii 

■  ni  iln-  farm,  and  pursi 
the  districl  school.    Later  hi 

inan    ■   term.      In    March. 

California,   1 13    waj    of    the    Isthmus 
Mini    throughout    the   « 
- 
time  -  ■  1 1  • —  iu  1  I 

similar  in, 

I  -'-nalinil 

some  mischief  to  the  <  'hiliai 

■ 
through   mistake,    killii 
men,  the  - 
time 
much  'it  in  thai 

Mi    I'i  in Hi-inn  ii 
to  the  mil 
which  he  had  taken  up.  anil 

«» 
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experiment  in  the  meantime. had  proved  quite  prof- 
itable. In  the  fall  of  1851  he  made  his  way  to  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  where  lie  purchased  horses,  which  lie 
shipped  to  Al banj' for  sale.  In  1852  he  came  to 
Michigan,  located  in  Sturgis,  and  established  him- 
self in  the  hotel  and  livery  business. 

<in  the  1st  of  October,  1855,  our  subject  having 
laid  the  basis  of  a  future  competence,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  .Mis.  Eveline  I..  (Beard)  Moore,  who 
was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  9, 
1831.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Persis  (Peten- 
gill)  Beard,  natives  of  Vermont.  The  father  was 
born  in  1795,  was  a  fanner  by  occupation,  and  died 
at  his  Inline  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  in  1872. 
The  mother,  who  was  born  in  1800,  survived  her 
husband  a  period  (if  eleven  years,  her  death  taking 
place  in  lss;1,.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  namely:  ('aniline.  Adaline.  George,  War- 
ren. Samuel  P.,  Eveline  I...  Louisa  E.,  Ilolden. 
Maria  A..  William  .1..  Dexter  .and  Leverette.  They 
all  lived  tn  mature  years.  Dexter  died  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  War  in  1862,  and  nine  are  now 
living. 

.Air.  and  Mrs.  Pendleton  after  their  marriage  set- 
tled in  Sturgis,  where  they  have  since  lived.  Of  this 
union  there  is  one  child  only,  a  son.  Edward  W.. 
dr..  who  was  born  March  (i.  1st!.'!.  He  is  now  a 
pharmacist  by  profession.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Militarj  Academy  at  Orchard  Lake  in  1883. 
Both  father  and  son  are  Knights  Templars  in  Ma- 
sonry, with  which  fraternity  Mr.  Pendleton  became 
identified  a-  early  a-  1854,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
active  workers  in  the  order.  His  estimable  wife  be- 
longs to  Eastern  star  Lodge,  and  has  officiated  as 
Grand    Matron  of  the  state  of    Michigan,   besides 

Occupying  all  of  the  other  Offices  of  the  order.     She 

has  also  been  state  Treasurer  for  the  last  six  years. 
and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  matters  pertaining 
thereto.  Mrs.  Pendleton  is  a  very  intelligent  and 
cultured  Christian  lady,  keeping  up  with  ber  hus- 
band upon  the  leading  questions  of  the  daw  and 
coinciding  with  him  in  politics,  they  being  both  in- 
dependent. 

M  i .  Pendleton  was  elected  to  the  Michigan  Legis- 
lature in  l.sTs.  and  during  hi-  term  of  service  was 
on    important  committees,      lie   held   the  office  of 

.lust  ice  of  the   Peace  for  a  period  of  eight   \  ear*,  and 


has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  School 
Board  for  a  long  season.  He  served  in  1885  as 
Deputy  Sheriff,  and  was  particularly  efficient  in 
ferreting  out  a  gang  of  counterfeiters  who  were 
operating  at  that  time  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  building  of  the 
public  lilirary  at  Sturgis,  which  was  established  in 
1884.  of  this  he  was  the  first  President,  and  was 
instrumental  in  securing  a  permanent  fund  so  that 
the  public  should  he  supplied  with  free  reading 
matter.  Mrs.  Pendleton  has  been  a  leading  spirit 
among  the  temperance  people  of  this  county,  doing 
efficient  service,  and  contributing  liberally  of  her 
time  to  this  most  important  work. 


^^t^r5<^^- 


ENRY  STTJLL,  a  representative  farmer  and 
pioneer  citizen  of  Burr  Oak  Township,  came 
to  this  section  of  country  when  the  cabins 
(|s^  of  the  settler  were  few  and  far  between. 
His  homestead  comprises  120  acresof  good  land  on 
section  17,  where  he  has  labored  to  excellent  ad- 
vantage, and  surrounded  himself  and  family  with 
all  the  comforts  of  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Mifflin  County,  l'a.. 
township  of  Keeler,  Jan.  29,  1820,  and  is  the -on 
of  Barnhardt  and  Elizabeth  (Goss)  Stull,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  iatter  of 
what  was  then  Union  County.  Pa.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  Barnhardt  Stull  and  his 
excellent  wife  were  people  highly  respected  in  their 
community,  and  after  well-spent  livespassed  away 
at  their  home  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  subject  of  this,  sketch  when  a  young  man 
twenty-four  years  of  age  left  his  native  State  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  lo- 
cating on  a  tract  of  land  in  Thompson  Township, 
wlnre  he  carried  on  farming  twelve  years.  He 
had.  prior  to  leaving  his  native  county.  Keen  mar- 
ried, in  1839,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Decker,  who  was 
born  in  Union  County.  I'a..  .Ian.  25,  1821,  and  who 
is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  A.  (Wagner) 
Decker,  who  were  native-  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
spent  their  last  years,  the  former  in  Ohio,  and  the 
latter  in  Michigan.  To  our  subject  and  his  es- 
timable wife  there  were  horn  four  children,  namely: 
•► 
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1 1  ii  \,\ .  Amanda,  Un  inn  nnd  <  harlea.    I  he  j  i 
on  is  the  only  cbild  living,  nnd  lie  n 

the  homcatcad  with  his  paronta.     lie  was  mn 

in  I  875,  i"  Miss  Eliza,  daughb  k    II. 

and  Clara   Baal   in,  >>t  Clingi 

three   children.     Charles    i-    the  owner  of   eighty 

irth  of  hia  fathcr'a  land,  nnd,  like  the 

.  is  lull  of  energy   and  >n'>  VI     Stull, 

cally,    votes    the   straight    Demo  eket, 

nnd  ia  n  member  in  _ I  standing  ol  the  Dut< 

formed  Church  nl  Colon. 


ON    JONATHAN    SV.    II    VNJ>I  Its 
j  law,    i-   n   worthy    represcntnti 

.  ,y    the  intelligent,  independent   nnd  enterpria- 
(C)  .    ~         i.s,  « here  lie  haa   I 

:i  respected  nnd  Ii red  mnn,  for  more  than  thirty 

u.  Iin\  ing 
been  horn   in   I  S'.    II.,    April    18, 

n  ere  nal  \\  es  of  <  lermany  .   w  ho  emi- 
i  ;. ■  u  ii   -    thence,  during  the  i ■ 
ML  came  to  the  1  nlted    -  i mce   took 

their  right  ful  poail  ion  union  lit, 'nl 

and  law-abiding  citizens  of  th ti  \ 

uncle  of  "in  subject  «  time  n  profe in 

Dartmouth  (  ollege,  and  other  members  of  the  family 

ipicd  worthy   |iositions,  hnving  been  edu- 

cnted  and  upright  men. 

kiel  I'landera,  tin 

enlisted  na  .-i  pi  the  (  oiitineiitnl  Army  when 

only  sixteen  j  lit    during  the 

entire  Ke\  olution.     I  her  "I  oui 

et,  .'i  unt  -  lier  in  the 

War  r  lii-  mm  i\  >■•!  for  some 

in  lit. in  -    moved  with  his  family    !••    New 

un.      1 1  • 
there  unt  il  1K4 1 ,  v  I  » itli  lii- 

fainily   still   fnrthei    \\ 

Tow  nship,  ilii-  county  ,  win  n   the 

u  ,., .1,11  I .t i-i 1 1.  -•       II.  i    |Militii's, 

and  held  the  office  of  Just 
the  last  (went  of   lii*   I ••■ 

for  se\  ei  nl  \  ears  ;  bol  it  ■  li<* 


lime  "f  In-  'l«:ii Ii.      I b 
i  IV  oi  -lii|iiul  \l 

»  hen  In-  left  the  hills  of  > » i  —  ii 

and  Ii 

\     "i 
removal    "I    hi* 

■  I  hia  fhthei    in   Ii 
returned   t"   <  minir 

idmittcd   to 
Vftci 

.i  -ni.i. 
I  lii^  father  to  build  :i  In 

■  I  in  the    management    "t    i he  mtil 

August   5    of  that    j 
-.   where   he 
employ  ed  in  lii-  profeasion.     He  ia  tin 
torney  of  tin-  place,  nnd,  with  tin 
iii  ii  nl  law  St .  Joseph  <  mini  \ .     lb 

I  nit<      si  '  .un  i  in  I  S66.     I  Ii 

cerning  inti  lie  -f  cl 

able  and  lluent  speaker,  and  handles  I  with 

m  liiiM  ■  if  judgment,  c\  hieing  in  tin 

manner   cli  i  eh  nnd  • 

preparation.    His  work  isnevei  faulty 

ibly   \\  ith  Hi. 
attorney  -   of   the   State.      Mi      Hand 
retained  in  many  important 

- 
lined  in  crim 
during  the  war,   «■■  >n  n~«-l    in    I  he  nun 
Vlleu,  nml   in 

tin   mm  J     W.   1 
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ter  of  William  Sturgis,  and  granddaughter  of  the 
late  Judge  John  Sturgis.  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
this  county.  They  have  one  child,  Henry  1.  In 
politics  he  is  a  progressive  and  aggressive  Demo- 
crat, and  has  aided  hi-  son  in  establishing  the  news- 
paper known  as  the  Michigan  Democrat,  published 
at  Sturgis. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Commandery,  a  Masonic  order,  of  Sturgis,  and  had 

the  order  of  knightl 1  conferred   Oil    him  in    the 

Coldwater  Commandery.  Although  he  has  several 
times  accepted  the  nomination  for  Prosecuting  At- 
torney and  for  Circuit  Judge,  at  one  time  running 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  he  cares  not  for  public 
office.  He  has  also  been  a  candidate  for  the  state 
Legislature,  and  in  1884    for  Presidential   Elector. 

lie   i-   a   thoroughly    I -t.    square-dealing    man. 

possessing  in  the  highest  degree  the  confidence  of 
his  clients,  who  frequently  entrust  with  him  large 
sums  of  money  to  invest  for  them. 

The  portrait  of  .Mr.  Flanders  is  presented  on  an 
adjoining  page. 

■•>♦*:• 


;ANK    B.   AHNTGER,  publisher,    proprietor 
ii  and    editor  of  the  Sturgis  Journal,  one  of 


•t 


_I\,  the    most     inlluential    and    ably    conducted 

country  papers  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  is  not 
only  conspicuous  a-  a  journalist,  hut  a-  a  leading 
and  public-spirited  citizen  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

i  iin  subject  was  born  in  Chagrin  Falls,  Cuyahoga 
(....Ohio.  Aug.  29,  1852.  His  father.  William 
\\  .  Ainger,  a  leading  lawyer,  well-known  and 
patriotic  citizen  of  that  State,  died  in  the  prime  of 
lit.-  in  1861.  while  recruiting  soldiers  for  the  late 
war.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Nancy  Brainard,  was  a  native. >f  Fremont, 
Ohio,  and  a  woman  of  wide  information  and  fertile 
intellect.  To  her  and  her  husband  were  born  live 
children,  of  whom  Frank  II.  was  the  youngest. 
The  others  are  Daniel  II..  Charles  !■'..  Marcia  A. 
(Mis.  Armour)  and  Clara  A.  (Mrs.  Wheeler). 
Daniel  1'..  i-  Adjutant  Genera]  of  Michigan.  He 
was  formerly  Postmaster  al  Washington,  !>.('.. and 
was  ..nee  also  a  superintendent  of  railway  mails. 

Mr.  Ainger.  of  whom  we  write,  \\eni  with  his 
parent-  to    Fremont.  Ohio,  in    1865.  and  thence  to 


Napoleon,  in  the  same  State,  in  1867.  In  the  latter 
town  he  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  the  Henri/ 
County  Signal  office,  that  paper  having  been 
established  by  his  brother  and  uncle.  Subsequently 
our  subject  went  to  Mauinee.  Ohio,  in  1873,  to 
accept  the  position  of  foreman  on  the  Maumee 
City  Advertiser.  In  the  same  fall  he  went  to 
Bryan,  Ohio,  as  foreman  and  city  editor  of  the 
Bryan  Press.  In  January.  1874,  he  bought  the 
Defiance  (Ohio)  Express,  and  conducted  it  until 
after  the  Hayes  and  Tilden  campaign  in  1876.  In 
the  spring  of  1*77  he  sold  that  paper,  and  returning 
to  Bryan,  resumed  his  former  position  on  the 
/'/•ess.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  established  the 
Middleville  Blade,  in  Barry  County.  Mich.,  and 
conducted  it  until  the  month  of  December,  when  he 
disposed  of  it  in  order  to  accept  the  editorial  and 
business  management  of  the  Charlotte  (.Mich.) 
Republican,  the  property  ..f  his  brother,  the 
General,  who  had  been  appointed  Superintendent 
of  Railway  Mails.  Our  subject  acted  in  his  com- 
bined capacity  of  editorial  manager  until  April. 
1883.  At  that  dale  he  came  to  Sturgis  and  leased 
the  Journal  for  one  year,  but  before  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  he  was  appointed  railway  mail 
clerk    on    the    Michigan    Central,  between  Grand 

Rapids  and  .lack-on.  After  a  few  months  he  re- 
signed    that     position     to     return     to    the     fields    of 

journalism,  buying  the  Journal,  which  he  has 
since  conducted  with  signal  success.  This  paper 
was  established  in  I860  by  Hon.  J.  G.  Wait,  of 
Sturgis.  .me  of  the  most  prominent  businessmen 
and  politicians  in  Southern  Michigan,  and  it  was 
under  his  management  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Ainger  was  married  in  Godfrey,  III..  May  25,  ls7('>. 
to  Miss  llattie  N.  Sims,  daughter  of  Robert 
Sims,  now  of  Alton.  111.  They  have  one  child. 
Frank  1!..  Jr..  born  May  25,  1*77. 

Air.  Ainger  possesses  great  executive  ability,  and 
a  varied  experience  in  journalism,  and  he  has  given 
his  paper  a  character  and    influence    thai    places    it 

among  the  best  journals  in  the  State,  and  its  edi- 
torials and  other  matter  are  often  quoted  in  the 
Detroit  dailies  and  State  paper-,  lie  is  Presidenl 
of  the  Sturgis  Improvement    Committee,  i posed 

of  fifty  of  the  nio-t  prominent  business,  professional 
and  moneyed  men  of  this  locality,  whose  object    i- 
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\\  liile  holding 
position     Mi .    \  i  n  ■_• «  i   has  been  \  i  n 

nd\  i •  e\  en    scheme  for  tli  ipnicnl    of 

the  town  mid  the  surrounding  country,  find,  with 

ted  in  securing  :ill  1 1 

veniences   mid    improvements    thnl    make    iiii-    :> 
model  town  mid  11  very  desirable   locality   in  which 

ike  one's  Ik besides  assisting  in  the  • 

lisl ni  of  severnl   manufacturing  industries  here, 

and  tlie  building  of    the    <  ,  A    St.    I.. 

I;    IV.,  thus  iimkin     S  -  the  inarkel    for   quite 

an    extensive    area    of    farming    country    ancl    the 

juneti »f  three  railways.      Our  subject    was  the 

nnl    proji  Still     •    I    ■  ■  '  ric   Lighl 

,  and   i-   :i   stockholder    and    'I  I    the 

company  .    He  lias  )us1  closed  lii-  fourth  consecutive 

yeai  as  Deputy    State  Oil  Ins| tor,  having  served 

\\\i>  years  under  (iov.   \lger  and  was  re-appointed 
\>\  i.ni     I 


v-    -■•> 


ARRISl  >\    II.    I   \w  Rl  NCE.n  son  of  

'I    of  the  earliest  pioneers  ol     Michigan    I'erri- 

,/    lory,  and  late  :i  well-to-do  resident  <<(  Flor- 

(£)     ence  I'ownship,  was  horn  in  Monroe  (  onnty, 

Sept,  I,  1825,  and  when  a  little  lad  three 

amc  with  his  parents  to  this  county, 

of    which  he    b  been    :i  resident     When   :i 

youth  of  flftei  the  father  >•(  the  family  was 

» -:i  1 1  «■«  1  hence,  and  Harrison  II.  naturnlrj  assumed  the 

management  of  the  homestead,  remaining  upon  it 

until  m  roan  of  twenty-seven  years,     In  the  f.-ill  of 

he   purchased   seventy-five  acres  of   land  on 

on    5  in    Florence  Township,    from  which    he 

Iniilt  up  m  good  homestead,  and  where  he  spent  the 

remainder  of  his  days,  passing  away  on  the   i 

April,  1888,  when  nearly  sixty-tl  old. 

The  subject    of  this   - 
in i:ili  Lnwrence,  who  was  born  ii   I  ut,  Sept. 

25,  1 798.     lb'  came  to  M  '  "       ..in 

and  moved  t"  W  hite    Pigeon  i 

In   early    manhood    he   m  i 
\|    -   Alpha  Calhoun.     He   and   his  excellent    wife 
spent  their  h~t  days  in  I                 township,  Grand- 
father Lawren                 Nov.  I,  1841.      rhcii    fam- 
ilv  consisted  of  nine  children,  tliri f  whom   are 
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\ M.-ii  and  i! 

isbip,  thli  S 

i 

!  :  M 

nnd    <  lara    i  Anthony  )    '  Ian  iaon.      I 
I... i  ii  in  Albany  .  V  V.,  Julj 
second    in    i  family  I 

in  this  county  about    I  :  ntlne 

I'ownship,  where  the  father  was  only 
sojourn  a  few  years,  his  death  tal  n  he 

parath  ely  :i  j  oung  n 

six  years        I  he  paternal  gi  andl  •  Ibis 

county,    and  spent    lii- 
I  n«  nsbip,  dy  ing  .'it  the   ad  \ 

-i\  \ in -.     M  i-till  liv- 
ing, making  her  I i- in  111  ■     I.      rs, and  has 

an i\ ed  at    the  advanced   :i_ 

After  the  death  of  berflrst  husband  shews 

■in. 
I  i.  \|i .  an  I  Mrs.  Hai  i  ison   Law  rencc  tl 

bom  three  children, sof  whom, a  d  I  ucy, 

died  at  111  fourteen  j  ears,  nil 

two  'I  ay  s.     Lorenzo  (  '..  the  eldest  In 

26,  I  Bo  i .  and  is  oci  u pied  at  1 
ing  andstock-raisiug;  Jennii    M  I 

\|       ■  .  « as  boru  I  with  her 

husband  at  the  old  f:irm.     They  are  the  i 
:i  bright  liiiN-  girl,  Hazel  Fern,  who  was  born    I 
l  l'.  1  B8C,   Lorenzo  Law  i  and 

:i  man  of  decided  views,   affiliates  »i'li  the    I' 
crntic  pai  ty.     Besides   1 1  H  ildren  of 

■  ence  wei  e    Lorenzo  W„  • 
VVolcott  II.  (th  liitc  child  born  in  Floi 

I',." nsbip),  Lucy  <    ,11 
minli  A.  and  Allhin  A.  (twin: 

VMES   PHIL]  IPS.     Amoi 

Si     Joseph   <  it y   who  in  y  • 

1im\  r  matei  ially 

ity,  the  g 
the    IicmiI   of   this 
ion,  and 
brief  i  ecord  of  In*  life  I 

nine.      He  is  now  li>  ing  in  nt  in 
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his  pleasant  home  in  Sturgis,  having  by  the  quiet 
force  <>f  persistent  effort,  directed  by  some  discre- 
tion and  a  conscientious  devotion  to  duty,  gained 
a  well-deserved  competency,  so  that  he  can  now 
pass  his  declining  years  free  from  the  cares  and 
toils  that  beset  his  early  manhood.  He  is  still  the 
possessor,  however,  of  a  farm,  which,  with  its  well- 
tilled  acres,  neat  buildings,  and  other  valuable 
improvements,  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  pieces 
of  property  within  a  radius  of  many  miles. 

Mr.  Phillips  has  been  .a  resident  of  St.  Joseph 
Count}'  for  over  fifty  years,  and  it  has  been  bis 
privilege  to  watch  the  great  change  that  lias  been 
been  brought  about  since,  when  a  lad  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years,  he  came  here  with  his  parents. 
Michigan  had  that  year  been  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  was  still  an 
unreclaimed  wilderness,  as  the  people  were  but  be- 
ginning to  dimly  comprehend  the  vastness  of  the 
many  and  varied  resources  of  the  State,  although 
there  had  been  settlements  made  on  her  borders 
more  than  a  century,  yea,  more  than  a  century  and 
a  half  before,  the  first  permanent  settlement  being 
made  at  Sault  St.  Marie  in  1688.  But  as  late 
as  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century  it  was  the 
confirmed  belief  that  the  interior  of  the  State  was 
a  vast  swamp,  this  belief  being  supported  by  the 
geographers  of  the  day  and  by  the  Government 
surveyors  who  had  penetrated  the  primeval  forest 
tci  survey  bounty  lauds  for  the  soldiers  of  the 
Union.  This  had  so  retarded  emigration  to 
this  fair  and  goodly  country  that  when  our  subject 
came  here  the  gigantic  task  of  clearing  away  the 
forests,  draining  the  swamps  and  cultivating  the 
wild  prairies,  found  here  and  there,  had  but  scarce 
begun.  It  required  the  herculean  labors  of  brawny, 
brave,  stout-hearted  pioneers  to  subdue  the  power- 
ful lone-  ot  Nature  in  the  wilderness.  As  a  result 
of  their  work  and  that  of  their  successors  Southern 
Michigan  can  now  boast  of  as  tine  and  productive 
farms  as  can  be  found  in  the  Union,  and  her  com- 
merce and  manufactures  in  her  thriving  towns  and 
prosperous    cities    are   as    nourishing    as    in    other 

States. 

Our  subject  may  well  be  proud  that  he  has  had  a, 
hand  in  developing  the  agricultural  resources  which 
form   so   important  a   source  of  the  wealth   of  the 


State  of  his  adoption.  He  has  also  been  conspicu- 
ously identified  with  the  civic  life  of  his  township, 
having  served  as  Township  Treasurer  for  two 
years,  as  School  Director  for  some  years,  and 
as  School  Assessor  for  nine  years.  'He  is  a  quiet, 
unassuming  man,  whose  downright  honesty  and 
simplicity  of  character,  combined  with  shrewd 
common  sense  and  good  business  qualifications, 
render  him  thoroughly  respected  by  all  with  whom 
he  conies  in  contact.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  taken  the  ninth 
degree,  that  of  Knight  Templar. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Ulster  County, 
X.  Y..  Jan  7.  1823.  His  father,  Elijah  Phillips, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  was  there  reared 
and  married,  Catharine  llogan,  a  native  of  New 
York,  becoming  his  wife.  To  them  were  born 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
James,  Hiram  and  Margaret.  In  1837  Mr.  Phil- 
lip- came  to  Michigan  with  his  family,  travel- 
ing on  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  whence  they 
embarked  on  a  lake  steamer  for  Toledo.  There 
the  father  bought  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  with  the 
household  goods  started  for  his  destination  in  this 
county,  passing  through  the  famous  Cottonwood 
Swamp.  That  was  before  the  days  of  macadam- 
ized roads,  and  the  poorly  constructed  highways 
were  almost  impassable,  it  requiring  three  clays  to 
get  through  the  swamp.  The  women  came  on  the 
primitive  railway  that  extended  between  Toledo 
and  Adrian,  the  cars  being  drawn  by  horses, 
and  from  the  latter  city  they  came  to  St.  Joseph 
County  by  stage.  Mr.  Phillips  purchased  wild 
land  in  this  township.  >ix  miles  west  of  Sturgis, 
and  in  the  pioneer  home  that  he  established  there 
our  subject  grew  to  stalwart  manhood.  He 
received  his  education  in  a  subscription  school  that 
was  taught  in  a  log  cabin,  with  slat'  seats,  and 
a  board  on  pins  against  the  wall  for  a  desk. 

January  1,  1851,  Mr.  Phillips  and  Mary  Brown 
united  their  lives  for  better  or  for  worse.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Archibald  Brown,  and  was  born  in 
New  York,  in  1826.  Her  parents  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1835,  and  were  earl}'  pioneers  of  this  county, 
settling  first  in  Burr  Oak  Township,  and  the  next 
year  coming  to  this  township.  The  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  proved  a  happy  one.  and 
l» 
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ii  has  been  Mi  the  birth 

two  of  whom  (ire  living,  Archibald   and    Ms 

Archibald  married  Adda  I  Inner,  n  'I  uighti  i  ol 

I  hi  hit.  of  White  Township,  nnd  to  them  three  chil- 

1 1 •  .in.! .   \  ii gil  and   l 
M:n  \  .1.  iiimii  nil  Herbci    B.  Hci       ol  this  tow  nship, 
and  the)    have  three  children     Jnmi        > 
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Michigan,  and  here,  amid  thi  esof  the  pio- 
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paid  subscription  list.  The  editorials  in  the  paper 
are  always  short  and  direct,  having  for  their  sub- 
ject the  current  events  of  the  day.  The  editor  is  a 
level-headed,  clear-thinking'  individual,  and  his 
paper  has  a  great  influence  on  all  questions  of  pub- 
lie  and  vital  interest. 

This  gentleman  was  married  to  Alice  A.  Smith. 
Feb.  22,  1871.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Elijah  Smith, 
who  is  now  deceased.  They  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  four  children — Fannie,  Ralph,  Maud  and 
Harold.  They  are  very  bright  and  intelligent  and 
are  a  source  of  much  comfort  to  their  parents. 
They  are  attending  the  schools  of  their  native  town, 
laying  a  foundation  for  acquiring  such  knowledge 
as  will  make  them  useful  members  of  society. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  never  sought  any 
public  office,  preferring  to  wield  any  political  in- 
fluence that  lie  might  possess  through  the  columns 
of  his  paper,  the  circulation  of  which  would  allow 
him  to  reach  every  week  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  his  many  intelligent  readers.  He  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Republican  State  Convention  which 
met  in  Lansing  in  1882.  He  is  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


-4*- 


i*p->INI>lL  II.  CALAM,  a  member  of  the  firm 
((nisjix  of  Wells  &  Calam,  dry-goods  merchants  of 
^fig*/  Constantine  Village,  is  a  man  whose  business 
ability  has  given  him  prominence  in  mercantile  and 
financial  circles  in  St.  Joseph  County, and  rendered 
him  no  unimportant  factor  in  its  material  pros- 
perity. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
July  20,  1826,  being  the  eldest  of  the  four  children 
of  John  and  Mary  (Harwood)  Calam.  They  were 
lifelong  residents  of  Yorkshire,  where  his  father 
carried  on  the  trade  of  butcher.  Much  of  the  ear- 
lier life  of  our  subject  was  spent  with  his  grand- 
parents on  a  farm  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old, 
when  he  was  apprenticed  for  six  years  to  a  shoe- 
maker to  learn  the  trade.  After  the  completion  of 
his  term  of  apprenticeship  he  followed  that  voca- 
tion for  a  year  and  a  half  in  his  native  land,  but  in 
the  early  part  of  1850  the  course  of  his  life  changed, 


he  having  determined  to  seek  a  new  home  in  the 
United  States,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  for  that 
purpose.  After  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  made 
his  way  to  Sturgis,  Mich.,  and  was  engaged  by  his 
uncle  to  work  on  a  farm.  Two  years  later  he 
abandoned  farm  work  to  resume  his  trade,  and 
building  a  small  shoe-shop  in  Sturgis,  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  making  shoes  there  for  about  two  3'ears. 
He  then  came  to  Constantine  and  established  himself 
here  as  a  manufacturer  of  boots  and  shoes,  and 
built  up  quite  an  extensive  trade,  sometimes  em- 
ploying as  many  as  ten  hands  to  (ill  Ids  orders.  He 
continued  in  that  line  of  business  until  the  winter 
of  1861,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  John 
M.  Wells,  and  they  have  since  continued  together 
in  the  mercantile  business.  They  have  a  commo- 
dious, neat  and  well-arranged  store,  do  a  large 
business,  and  are  prospering  financially.  Mr.  Calam 
was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Constantine  July 
21),  1867,  and  held  that  office  until  April,  1886, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  present  incumbent, 
E.  J.  Heimbach.  Prior  to  his  appointment  his 
partner  had  been  Postmaster  for  several  years,  but 
during  that  time  Mr.  Calam  discharged  the  duties 
as  deputy,  making  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
in  all  in  which  the  office  was  under  his  management. 
While  holding  that  office  our  subject  discharged  its 
duties  with  a  faithfulness  and  efficiency  that  made 
him  popular  with  the  people.  In  politics  he  is  a 
true  Republican,  anil  has  taken  quite  an  active  part 
in  party  affairs.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  ami  since  its  consolidation 
with  the  Presbyterian  and  the  change  of  name  to 
the  Congregational,  lie  has  been  identified  with 
that.  He  is  entitled  in  the  fullest  degree  to  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen,  as  his 
character  is  without  blemish,  and  his  life  is  guided 
by  upright  motives.  He  early  displayed  the  tact, 
keen  sagacity,  ami  prompt  business  habits  that 
have  made  him  so  successful  in  his  mercantile  ca- 
reer, and  has  placed  himself  among  the  most  pros- 
perous and  well-to-do  citizens  of  Constantine 
Village. 

Mr.  Calam  has  been  three  times  married.  He 
was  first  wedded  iu  Florence  Township,  St.  Joseph 
County,  to  Miss  Ann.  daughter  of  the  late  Robert 
Shellcock.     She  was  born  in   Constantine,  and  her 


V 


■^U 


t 


M      .li  ISKPil    COI    N  IV 


i  in  thai    v  illagc   Jan,  sln- 

bore  him    Ave  children,  of    whom   ttoberl    I.    and 

t  liai  l.  -    I     :u.-  ill ilv  ones   now    In  i 

I   .-in. I    \ urn.  ,  n ho  died   ) 
and  John  M..  w lio  died  al  i 

Mi     i  i\:i- 

Slartha  J    Motcnlf,  .h>-.l    in   <  onstaul  ine.     I U    was 
i    in  ihi-  .  I  izzie   w  .1.  h- 

tcnhausoi  I raing   liis  wife,  and  she  still  pr< 

ml  home,  m  iking  il  comfoi  table  and 

ni trai  ' 


-v     f# 


,  ^  I  '  IKI  .1    \V.  MOAK 
I  imoiig   i  In-  old- 


-time   settlers  of  (he 


V_><    i..i\  ii  ..t'  Whitr  I'igci  .ii.  i  In-  gentleman  takes 

..n  in  the  business  •  i roles  "i  t  lie 

town,  where  he  has  large  Im-im  -  II.   is 

one  of  the  promoters  nnd   netive   managers  ..i    the 

ng  Mill  (  | mum.  .  one  "i  the  llirii  - 

ing  mid  growing  business  enterprises  in  the  Bouth- 
ern  pari  "i  the  State,  lie  is  .-it  present  one  of  the 
I.. i omen  in  the  factory . 

Our  suhji  town   of  S 

\    V.,  when   he  « us  liorn  S 
1844.     Both  his  parents.  John  and    Nam         \ 
ness)  Monk,  were  nntives  ..I  the  same  county.     II. 

is  om  nil.)  of  seven  ohildren.  five  "t    wl i 

arc  living,  n : 1 1 1 1 1 •  I \     '  \\ ..  our  subji 

John,   Vhrnm  and    Nancy    M.     One Nicholas, 

died  in  the  arm\  during  the  Rebellion,  lie  was 
1 1 ■ : 1 1  ■  i •  -•  1  and  lefl  m  wife  and  live  ohildren.  The 
brother  David  was  killed  on  the  Albany  A  Suscpio- 
luinnii  linilroad,  lie  was  deaf,  having  lost  his  hear- 
ing while  in  tin-  I  uion  Arinv  during  the 

lie  lost  Ii  froi 

,.ul    of    the    w  hing 

directly   in  front  in  the 

oppo  lion.  :iimI  was  run  over  and   killed. 

Tin-  ml ucnl  ion   obtained    hi    tin  ilii- 

sketoh   «:i-   in    il"-  ei minion  ■    in   whioh   ho 

availed    Ii 

acquired  habits  of  stud.i  and  obsvrvatiou.  which  ho 

In     W  Ii  ill     in 

imtini si;  '    tho 

\  cars  bel  ■  and    Is.  it    in 


( 'on  n  1 1      \  I  II. 

•  I  in   In-    present    busii 

il        I 
i-i|in|.|.i-.l   with    the  latest    impro 
loluding   ■ 

i i 

« nli  ii   lull  oomplemenl    ■ 

The  i  ■ 

ciigim  mechanical  mill 

manufactured    i-    duo,   to    n    lai 

know  I   and   applied    bj 

losigned  in  be  simple,  and 
substantially    constructed,  thai    ii    n 
w  ii  hstniid  i  In-   rough   ut 
the  hands  of  the  fnrmi 

\|  i     Moak  was  mai  i  i<  •!  to  l*ou 

:i  dnughl  II. 

Iiildrcn.   four  of   « bom  ai  e  Hi 
Vina.  Mel  ink.      I  I  child  w 

son.  I'cnrl,  «  ho  dii 
domestic   life  of   il.i-    gentleinai 
happy,  and  with   their   four  ohildren   alxml    I 
the    parents    have  one   ••!    the 

-"I. 

The  subject  of  t lii-  sketoh 

ii  .        II..  llli-li-'l    ill     (   •  >l  II  |  >:i  II  \       I 

Vnrk  Infantry,  in  n  hioh  In  and 

•  .1  in  till 

1  [toil  Hi  dition.  and    in   tin    - 

ilonh  Vnlh 

skirmishes.     He  «.i-  not  wounded  in 
I. ni  was  sick  in  the  hospital  1 1, 

« :i-  honoraliU    .Ii-  mi. I   i-   i  . 

member  of  the  '  •     V.  H 

I  «  iili  i '  \    M 

l  tin  subjis  l  i-  in 

of  their  bauds.      In  this 
ily.     As 

ml  study  of  the  in:m\  in. 
■  I  «  iili  Ii  -  i  | lie 

in    .ill 
am  thing  worth  doing  at  all 
and  « In-!'  ii|mhi   :in\  work    In 


■*•■ 


-•*» 


414 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


tin ii.  ami  labored  both  mentally  and  physically  to 
attain  that  result.  As  a  consequence  there  is  no 
one  in  the  vicinity  who  lias  a  better  knowledge  or 
a  more  thorough  understanding  of  the  trade,  and 
lias  a  better  reputation  as  a  mechanic  than  our  sub- 
ject. The  business  in  which  he  is  now  interested 
is  destined  to  make  liini  one  of  the  wealthy  and 
financially  solid  men  of  the  county.  His  residence 
is  in  a  neat  and  tasty  building  located  on  East 
Chicago  street,  lie  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party. 


AVID  P.  HAMILTON.  While  traveling 
r  through  St.  Joseph  County  the  biograph- 
ical writers  of  this  Album  met  but  few 
active  business  men  who  were  horn  natives 
of  the  county.  A  large  majority  of  those  who  to- 
day are  tilling  the  soil  and  raising  stock  or  engaged 
in  business  or  commercial  enterprises,  or  members 
of  the  professions,  were  born  without  the  borders 
of  the  county.  Among  this  number  is  the  subject 
of  our  sketch,  who  is  now  one  of  the  leading  and 
enterprising  men  of  White  Pigeon,  where  he  owns 
and  operates  one  of  the  finest  flouring-mills  in  the 
State.  lie  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
Jan.  10,  1828.  His  parents  migrated  to  Ohio  in 
1835,  our  subject  accompanying  them.  They  set- 
tled in  Fairfield  County,  in  that  State,  where  David 
was  reared  and  received  his  education.  While  a 
resident  of  this  county  he  learned  the  carpenter  and 
joiner  trade,  which  he  followed  for  eleven  years. 
In  1S47  he  went  to  Yicksburg,  Miss.,  where  he 
worked  a  short  time.  He  also  visited  Louisiana, 
in  which  State  he  passed  one  year. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  time  our  subject  re- 
turned to  Fairfield  County  for  a  short  visit.  He 
then  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
six  months.  In  December,  1848,  he  went  to  St. 
Mary's.  Ohio,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until 
1855,  in  which  year  be  engaged  in  milling.  He 
pursued  this  business  until  1860,  when  he  moved  to 
South  Lend.  Ind.,  where  lie  bought  an  interest  in 
the  Harper  flouring-mill,  which  he  held  until  18G2, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  White  Pigeon.  Mich., 
and  in  company  with  John  II.  Keedy  he  built  the 
mill  he  now  owns.      lie  retained  his  interest   in   the 


South  Bend  Mill  until  18C5.  when  he  disposed  of  it 
and  concentrated  his  interests  in  their  present  shape. 
There  had  been  a  mill  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
hi-  property,  which  had  been  burned. 

Our  subject  purchased  his  partner  Keedy's  inter- 
est in  this  mill  in  1865,  which  he  still  owns  and 
operates.  The  system  employed  in  the  mill  is  the 
full  roller  process,  which  was  put  in  operation  in 
1883.  Water  supplies  the  motive  power,  which  is 
brought  to  the  mill  through  a  race  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  in  length.  At  all  seasons  of  the  year  he  has 
six  feet  head,  the  power  of  which  is  transmitted  to 
the  mill  by  means  of  a  modern  turbine  wheel. 
The  mill  is  capable  of  producing  150  barrels  of 
flour  every  twenty-four  hours.  The  product  of  the 
mill  is  of  the  very  best  quality,  and  commands  the 
highest  price  in  the  markets  where  it  is  sold. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  married,  May  Hi,  1853,  to 
Catherine  Bechdoldt.  She  was  bom  in  Auglaize 
County,  Ohio,  and  died  July  2,  I860.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children:  Robert  J.,  Mary  and 
Alice  arc  living;  and  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years.  Our  subject  married  Miss  Mary  F.  Salyer 
Oct.  20,  1870.  She  died  Dec.  24,  1884.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  George  Z.  Salyer.  who  is  now  de- 
cease! 1. 

In  the  spring  of  1857  our  subject  went  to  Law- 
rence, Kan.,  leaving  his  family  in  St.  Mary's, Ohio. 
He  remained  there  until  August  of  the  same  year, 
when  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1858  he  went,  back  to  Lawrence  and  from  there  to 
Denver,  Col.,  in  August  of  the  same  year  in  the 
winter  of  which  the  city  of  Denver  was  located. 
In  October  following  he  returned  to  St.  Mary's, 
where  lie  remained  until  he  secured  his  business  in- 
terests in  South  Bend,  Ind.  His  daughter  Mary  is 
married  to  Elliot  0.  Grosvenor,  and  now  resides  in 
Monroe,  Mich.,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child — Ira 
Rufus. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Hamilton, 
who  was  a  native  of  Cumberland  County,  Pa.;  he 
is  now  deceased.  His  paternal  grandfather, George, 
was  born  in  Scotland  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  Hamilton's  mother  was 
.Mary  (Weaver)  Hamilton.  She  was  also  a.  native 
of  Cumberland  County.  The  parents  reared  a 
family  of  (  ight  children,  six  of    whom   are    living. 
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him  into  his  new  business,  and  it  is  these  that  con- 
tribute so  largely  to  his  present  successful  career. 
The  part  that  his  good  wife  has  taken  in  the  past 
should  not  be  overlooked,  but  full  credit  be  given 
her  for  her  devotion  and  tact  shown  by  conducting 
the  first  business  started  in  the  able  manner  in  which 
she  did.  They  are  both  generous,  public  spirited, 
and  take  a  prominent  place  in  the  social  life  of 
White  Pigeon. 


s^OLOMON  D1LTZ  FLOWERS,  manufact- 
urer and  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  carries 
on  quite  an  extensive  business  in  that  line 
in  Ntiirgis,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
wide-awake  and  prosperous  citizens  of  this  town. 
His  wife  assists  him  in  the  business,  and  has  charge 
of  a  hair  department  in  connection  with  the  neatly 
arranged,  commodious  store. 

Mr.  Flowers  was  born  Oct.  12,  1847,  in  Cham- 
paign County,  Ohio,  his  birthplace  being  eleven 
miles  west  of  L'rbana,  the  county  seat.  His  par- 
ents, William  T.  and  Sarah  (Martindale)  Flowers, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Grecneastle. 
hid.,  his  father  having  been  born  near  the  city  of 
Dayton,  lie  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother  of 
our  subject  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  in 
this  town.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living:  George,  William  and  our 
subject,  and  all  reside  in  Sturgis. 

Solomon  Flowers  was  brought  up  and  educated 
in  his  native  county,  in  the  town  of  St.  Paris,  to 
which  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  a  small 
child.  His  father  w:is  a  shoemaker,  and  he  learned 
the  trade  of  him  when  a  boy,  and  has  always  fol- 
lowed it.  lie  came  to  Sturgis  in  1868,  and  has 
sine,  lived  here.  He  began  life  for  himself  in  1872, 
establishing  himself  in  his  present  business.  He 
canies  :i  full  line  of  boots,  shoes,  gaiters,  slippers, 
etc..  having  a  stock  Of  11,500,  and  an  annual  busi- 
ness of  $2,000  or  more.  Besides  making  shoes 
himself  he  keeps  three  hands  at  work,  as  he  has  a 
demand  for  all  that  he  can  manufacture,  lie  also 
makes  for  the  trade  all  kinds  of  hoot,  shoe  and 
gaiter  upper-. 

Mi.  Flower-   was   united  in  marriage  to  Man'  K. 


Wait,  May  31,  1874.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Hiram 
B.  Wait,  a  resident  of  Point  View,  Pawnee  Co., 
Kan.  She  was  bora  near  Saratoga,  in  Balston  Spa, 
N.  Y.  As  before  stated,  Mrs.  Flowers  assists  her 
husband  in  his  business:  she  is  a  woman  of  more 
than  average  capacity,  and  her  husband  is  much  in- 
debted to  her  for  her  valuable  aid  in  bringing 
about  his  prosperity.  They  are  esteemed  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  active 
workers  in  every  good  cause  that  interests  this  com- 
munity, among  which  is  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  which 
he  is  an  active  member. 

Mr.  Flowers  is  emphatically  a  self-made  man,  as 
he  began  life  with  no  other  capital  than  industrious 
habits,  good  business  principles,  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  his  trade,  and  a  steady  determination  to 
succeed.  It  is  therefore  more  to  his  credit  that, 
notwithstanding  the  reverses  he  has  met  he  is 
now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  although  he  has 
not  yet  reached  the  meridian  of  life.  He  has  a 
profitable  business,  and  his  credit  is  good  in  finan- 
cial circles. 


ERRITT  WEMPLE.  The  history  of  any 
locality  or  place  is  nothing  but  the  biog- 
raphies of  the  lives  of  the  people  making 
it  their  home.  The  history  of  White  Pig- 
eon would  not  be  complete  should  we  overlook  the 
life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
who  claims  the  town  as  his  home,  and  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business,  operating  a  general  provision 
and  meat  market.  This  he  conducts  in  a  very  quiet, 
unostentatious  manner,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  in- 
dividual. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Mendon,  Monroe 
Co.,  N.  V..  near  Rochester,  Feb.  28,  1  .S.io.  He 
lived  in  his  native  place,  attending  school  and 
working  at  various  avocations  until  1854,  in  which 
year  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Van  IJureii 
County,  on  a  farm  twelve  miles  west  of  Kalamazoo. 
lie  prospered  in  this  undertaking,  and  in  the  year 
1868  he  disposed  of  his  interests,  and  established  his 
present  business,  where  he  has  since  lived,  except- 
ing one  year  (  1*7.'!)  which  he  spent  in  Chicago. 

Mr.  Wemple  i-   the  -on  of  Garrett   15.  VVemple, 
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who  was  a  native  of  Dutchess   County,  N    Y.     Ho 

»  .-  i  mi  i  lor  Mini  mate  "nil i  .  and   the 

si.  i.-m i em  ■  ■  i.  i  lie  grand 

of  I  lolland,     Tlio  mol  In 

i  -  born  in  the  town  of  Mendon,  N    ^ 

■  .i  this  sketch  wh  mm  i  icd,   Vprll  29, 

,  to  Sarah  J.  Harrison.      L'his  iadj  was  I n 

H  N.  V. ;  she  was  the 

\  Harrisi  in,  who  is  not 

He  wasa  nativeof  Jeffcrsoi  I  N.  Y.,whercbe 

followed  the  trade  of  a  stone-outtci     i  ■  of  her 

girll I   were   spent  on  :i  farm.     Her  mother  was 

N      ■■  I. hum;  she  was  born  in  Jefferson  <  ounty,  n 
■i  German  ancestry.      1  In-  ladj    is  n   devoul 

member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  she  blends  her 
Christian  belief  intimately  with  her  overydaj 

and  is  n  i lei  woman  and  ■■■ 

I  in'  subjeel  of  this  sketch  is  o   verj   quii 
suming  man,  seeking  to  :i\  oid  nol 

tention.     He  is  singularly  i lesl  and  rctirii 

bis  disposition,  although  genial  in  address  and 
•  to  :i  fault,  and  his  friends  are  ds  numen 
his  acquaintances.     He   is   verj   enterprising,   and 
takes  :i  leading  pari  in  all  matters  calculated  to  ad- 
vance 'In    besl    interests   of    the   c m unity.     In 

poli tii  i  with  tlie  Republican  party. 
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KXK1   I      V.NTHONY,  the  popular  drug 
)  ^is,  is  one  of  its  lending  citizens,  and 

* ,/       is  identified  with  mnin  of  it-   varied   inter- 
(G)      ■-•-      Mi   has   i  line  military   record,  and  al- 
though   :i   youth  when  he   enlisl  ining    lii- 
■  iiv   alioul    the  close  of  the   war,    his   loyalty 
miiiI  devol ion  lo  i In                 I   -i ripes,  In- 
ncy,  mihI  other  soldierly  qualities  in  I 
danger  on  mnin  :i  hnrd-foughl  bnttle-fleld,  won  him 
the  commendntions  of  lii-  su|ieriors,  and  raised  him 
from  the  ranks  through  llu  non- 
commissioneil    "tli'  es    to   the    |iosil  i< 
Lieu  tenant. 
(  mii  suhji  ■  '  tlei  i%  es  lii-  di 
iikI  faniih  .  n  ho  wei  e  pioi  • 
and,     coming   to    that    S 
earl.i  in  (  olouinl  dai  -.      M  i 
n:iti\  e-bi  ii 
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ous    cavali 
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one  child,  Ethel,  born  Feb.  6,  1886.  Mrs.  Anthony 
was  bom  Feb.  1.  1852,  at  DeKalb,  St.  Lawrence  Co., 
X.  Y.  She  too  is  of  New  England  parentage,  her 
ancestors  being  of  Scotch  descent,  and  coming  to 
this  country  very  early  in  its  history.  Her  father, 
S.  R.  Piuney,  died  a1  Ames,  Kan..  Aug.  17,  1879, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 

Our  subjecl  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
administration  of  local  affairs,  his  cool  judgment, 
clear  intellect,  superior  education  and  practical 
sagacity,  eminently  fitting  him  for  civic  life,  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  for  four  years, 
and  Township  Clerk  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
holding  the  office  of  •■rand  Junior  Warden  of  the 
(.rand  Commander]  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and 
he  has  filled  all  the  chairs  of  the  subordinate  lodges 
except  thai  of  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Blue 
Lodge.  Mr.  Anthony  is  President  of  the  electric 
light  plant  of  Sturgis.  He  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  business  interests  of  his  adopted  town. 
being  a  recognized  leader  in  every  measure  looking 
to  its  material  growth  and  prosperity,  giving  gen- 
erously of  his  means  for  the  upbuilding  of  every 
enterprise  for  the  benefit  of  the  village, and  thereby 
adding  to  its  already  increasing  prosperity. 
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K  ANIEL  BERGER,  undertaker,  of  Sturgis, 
is  a  well-known  and  highly  honored  citi- 
zen of  St.  Joseph  County,  of  which  he  has 

been  a  residenl  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
He  comes  of  good  old  Pennsylvania  stock,  and  is 
himself  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  horn  in 
Luzerne  County.  Feb.  I.  1835.  His  father,  Charles 
Berger.  at  present  a  resident  of  Tama  County.  Iowa, 
was  likewise  a  native  of  that  county,  having  been 
horn  there  in  June.  1801.  He  married.  Catherine 
Ivester.  who  was  horn  in  Luzerne  County.  Pa.  In 
1838  lie  removed  "itli  hi-  family  to  Delaware 
County,  Ohio,  and  torn  lew  years  cast  in  his  lol 
with  the  early  pioneers  of  thai  pari  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  In  I  85  1  he  again  took  up  the  westward  march, 
and  crossing  the  border  into  Indiana,  settled  in 
Steuben  County  on  a   farm,  and    was  actively    and 
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prosperously  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  there. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  scarcely  three  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  moved  from  his  birthplace  to 
the  Wilds  of  Ohio,  and  eleven  years  had  passed 
over  his  head  when  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
Indiana.  He  there  grew  to  a  strong  and  vigorous 
manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  and  received  a  good 
practical  training  in  agricultural  labors  when  not 
attending  the  public  schools,  where  he  obtained  his 
education.  After  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war 
lie  joined  a  regiment.  Company  A.  29th  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  for  thirteen  months  was  patriotically 
engaged  in  Bghtinghis  country's  battles.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  had  acquired  the  carpenter's 
trade,  spending  a  year  in  Butler,  Ind.  In  the  fall 
of  1 86-4  lie  came  to  Sturgis,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  lie  established  himself  in  the 
undertaking  and  furniture  business  in  this  town 
Oct.  16,  1880.  and  in  the  latter  line  did  quite  an 
extensive  and  flourishing  business  until  he  sold 
that  branch  to  Frank  II.  Church,  in  September. 
1  888,  and  now  devotes  his  entire  attention  to  the  un- 
dertaking, he  doing  about  all  the  business  in  that  line 
in  Sturgis  and  vicinity.  He  owns  and  runs  a  fine 
hearse  in  connect  ion  with  his  establishment,  and  by 
the  exercise  ofenergj-,  ability  and  natural  shrewd- 
ness, he  has  placed  himself  among  tin'  substantial 
eil  izens  of  the  county. 

Our  subjecl  has  been  twice  married.  Dec.  2<s. 
1853.  be  was  united  to  Ann  Gunn,  daughter  of 
Morrison  Gunn,  of  Steuben  County,  Ind.  and  to 
them  two  children  were  born — Eva  E.  and  Bertha 
A.  Altera  brief  but  pleasant  married  life,  the 
amiable  wife  of  our  subject's  early  years  passed 
awaj  from  the  scenes  of  earth,  in  January.  1856. 
Mr.  Berger's  marriage  to  his  present  estimable  wife 
occurred  Feb.  1.  1864.  she  was  formerly  olive  C. 
Eldridge.  daughter  of  JohnG.  Eldridge,  of  Sturgis, 
and  she  was  born  in  1845  in  Cleveland.  Ohio.  Mr. 
Berger  nol  only  has  a  line  residence  but  an  attract- 
ive  and  cheerful  home,  rendered  so  by  the  pleasant 

Courtesy  of    tin-    host    and     ho>lc>s.    and     the    truly 

hospitable  welcome  extended  to  whomsoever  crosses 
i t >    threshold,    whether    they    be    of  hiffh    or    low 


degree. 

Mr.  Berger  i-  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrity, 
who  has  always  led  a  strictl)    upright    moral    life. 
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tin-  Methodist  Epi pal  <  hurch.     1 1  <  in  ><( 

linn  in  til  it)   riiiiiiimiiit  \ .   nml    i- 

of  the  i  •     \    i;    the  l.  » i.  1 1.  |\.  and 
..i  tin-  Masonic  Fraternity  .   In  |>olitics  lie  is  n  stanch 
Republican,  firmly  liclii  ii  the  policy  of  thai 

i-   i  he  lies)    for    i  he    guidam  • 

-.  :  ■-    ■    ^— ~ 

i;  S  wii  li    r.   I  >>i  i  i  ii.  who  i-  n  pi 
)    tii     i     ,■  i  in  ni    i he  i  Mil   School  and  n 

,/     graduate  of  Geneva  College,  N    Y„  has  foi 
in:in\   years  tailored   among    Hie  peo] 
Sturgis,  where  lie  has  built  nnd  lucrative 

I »ii— i ii* — .  nnd  is  held  in  warm  regard  bj   the  | pie 

of  lii-  coniinunil  \ .      \  nril  i\  v  ..i  the   Em| 
he  was  horn    in    Roxhury,    Delaware  County,  Nov. 
:nl  is  the  -"ii  of  N  illiam  ainl  Sj  bil  i  Black- 
man)  KoHctt.  who  were   natives  of  the   same   State 
ns  their  son.     The  family   is  o    I        ish  origin,  and 

.ii    subjei  r  hj    occupation. 

The    parents  spent    their   last    years    in  Sew    York 
• 

of  ilii-  sketch  was   reared  n  fai  n 
hoy.  and  pursued   lii-    first    studies   in    the  district 
school.     Later  he  attended  Bethany    Vcademy,    lie 
..I  upon  the  studi  of   medicine   under  the  in- 
struction  of  Dr.  s'  Roxhury,  « iili  whom  he 

remained  thn  i  er  1 1 ■  i  —  he  became  :>  stu- 

dent  Medical   College,  from    which   he 

graduated  »iili    first    I rs  about    I8.r>3.     lie 

entered    upon    the    prai  his    profession    :it 

Rloomvillc.    S.    ^   .when    he   laliored   successfully 
in. ut    tlui  then,   in    1856.  coming  to 

\|  ii,  located    in  tin- then   unpretentious   little 

village  of  Sturgis.     lie  had   been  married.  Oct 

to  Miss  Almcda  <  .  W  hitc.  This  ladj  »:.- 
born  in  IMoomville,  N.  Y..  March  2.  1835,  and  con- 
tinued  the  loving  Mini   affectionate  > |mnion  of 

our   subji  period  of   nearly    twenty-si 

years.     She   passed,  awaji    -'it    her   home  in   Stu 
Aug.  14,  188(1      v   •  l.i'lv  of  fine  intelli 

and  much  culture,  well  educated,  ha\  ing  comi 
her  studies  .'ii  the  n  it  Delhi.  N    Y.    Of  t li i- 

union    there  had  been  born    two  chi    ■  ' 

S„  March    I.  I  856.  and  «  ho  died  nt 


23,    1 80S,  » ho   i-  -till   livin 

i  now  in  '  ii,   hid. 

•  illett  had 
n.  ni  light  in  ' 
was  warmly  d< 
Her  parents  w< 
her    father,  Shadrach  \\  hit< 
prominent 

Mi    I  .. II. -ii. ..n  the  10th  ..i 
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this  time  also  he  superintended  the  laying  out  of 
the  new  cemetery-  which  is  now  one  of  tlip  most 
beautiful  burial  places  in  the  county.  For  two 
terms  he  has  been  President  of  the  Village  Board, 
and  lias  exerted  his  influence  in  the  establishment  of 
the  electric  lighl  and  other  improvements  connected 
with  his  village.  In  the  City  Council  he  has  been 
foremost  in  the  encouragement  of  the  establish- 
ment ami  maintenance  of  schools,  and  every  other 
enterprise  calculated  fur  the  advancement  of  the 
people,  morally  ami  socially.  Although  no  poli- 
tician, lie  take'-  a  genuine  interest  in  matters  con- 
nected with  National  and  State  Government,  and 
upholds  zealously  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party. 

In  1874  Dr.  Follett  was  appointed  Mail  Agentof 
the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad,  a  position 
which  he  lias  occupied  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years. 

and  in  which  lie   lias    made  a    line    record  for   g 1 

judgment,  skill  ami  ability.     Socially,  lie  belongs 

to  the  .Masonic  fraternity.  His  pleasant  and  com- 
fortable home  is  located  on  Maple  avenue,  and  is 
replete  with  all  that  makes  life  comfortable  and 
desirable. 


Constant  inc  Village,  was  one  of  St.  Joseph 
\^/!  Comity's  pioneers  in  the  early  days  of  its 
settlement,  coming  here  in  the  summer  of  1834,  and 
thus  for  fifty-live  years  it  has  been  his  privilege  to 
watch  and  aid  its  development  from  the  wilderness 
to  its  present  advanced  state  of  civilization  and 
material  prosperity.  He  was  at  first  identified  with 
its  industrial  interests  as  a  carpenter,  and  the  chair 
and  cabinet  shop  that  he  opened  later  must  have 
been  among  the  first  manufacturing  establishments 
in  the  county.  In  1841  or  1842  he  connected  him- 
self with  the  fanning  interests  of  the  county,  and 
for  ninny  years  took  an  active  part  in  theiradvanee- 
ment  and  sustenance,  lie  still  owns  a  large  and 
valuable  farm  of  380  acres  on  Pigeon  Prairie,  from 
the  rental  of  which  lie  derives  a  good  income. 

itiir  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cambria, 
Niagara  Co.,  N.  V..  Aug.  1.  1821,  being  the  third 
child    in   the  family   of  ten  children   belonging  to 


John  and  Betsey  (Strouse)  Holmes,  who  were  also 
natives  of  New  York,  and  his  father  was  born  in 
Niagara  Count}7.  After  marriage  they  first  settled 
in  Lockport,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Cambria. 
In  1824,  with  their  little  children,  they  left  their' 
native  State,  and  making  their  way  to  Ohio,  settled 
in  the  wilds  of  what  is  now  Lucas  Count}' to  found 
a  new  home,  and  there  those  worthy  people  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Charles  R.  Holmes  was  but  two  or  three  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  left  the  comforts  of  their  home 
in  New  York  to  battle  with  the  hardships  of  life  in 
a  new  and  sparsely  settled,  forest  covered  region, 
and  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  and  surroundings  of 
their  dwelling-place  in  the  years  that  followed  he 
grew  to  be  a  stalwart,  self-reliant,  courageous  youth, 
and  starting  out  early  in  life  to  make  his  own  way 
in]the  world,  the  summer  of  183C  found  him  across 
the  borders  in  this  State.  He  came  to  White  Pig- 
eon, and  at  first  wo.ked  at  carpentering,  as  before 
mentioned,  and  afterward  established  himself  in 
business  as  a  chair  and  cabinet  maker.  For  five  or 
six  years  he  was  very  profitably  engaged  at  that, 
and  then  became  a  farmer.  In  time  he,  by  assidu- 
ous and  well-directed  labor,  developed  a  fine  farm 
on  Pigeon  Prairie.  In  the  fall  of  1872,  though  not 
yet  past  middle  age,  he  had  accumulated  a  sufficient 
store  of  wealth  to  warrant  his  taking  life  easier,  and 
he  retired  to  the  pretty  village  of  Constantine,  of 
which  he  has  ever  since  been  a  valued  resident. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Mary  Coats 
took  place  on  Pigeon  Prairie,  Nov.  10.  1842.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Romans)  Coats, 
who  were  among  the  earliest,  pioneers  of  Pigeon 
Prairie,  entering  land  there  in  1829.  They  built 
up  a  comfortable  home  in  which  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  They  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Holmes  was  the  fourth,  her  birth  tak- 
ing place  in  Yorkshire.  England.  Sept.  17,  1816. 
She  was  an  earnest  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  life  that,  closed 
Dee.  17,  1880,  numbering  sixty-four  years  and  three 
months,  was  well  spent  and  full  of  all  things  that  go 
to  make  a  good  woman  in  the  fullest  .sense,  and  her 
memory  will  be  cherished  by  her  relatives,  friends 
and  neighbors.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  six 
children    were    born:     John  O,  who  died  July   30, 
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id,   the   wife  man, 

living  on  hei  father's  farm  In  Florence  Township; 
Juliii  I;..  »li"  died  when  n  yeai  and  h  half  old; 
ll,,i  lei   l...  who  died  in  Infanoj  ind  Adcl- 

l .lit .  who  died  young.     John  C.  bad  heen  mni 

Mi--  Julia   Latter  be< Ing  his  wife  May  27, 

and  "i  their  marriage  two  children  were  born,  Lillie 
I  .  and  »  linrlcs  \\  ,,  the  boj  dj  ing  when  nine 

His  widon  and  theii  child  make  their  home 
n itli  his  father. 

\|  i .  Holmes  is  an  unassuming,  pracl  ical  man,  who 

is   no   less  respected  as  n  cit  izen  thai  neer, 

mihI  he  has  always  displayed,  l>"tli  in  public  and  in 

prh  ate   life,  those  trail  r  i  hnl  mark  :i 

iml  honosl   gentleman,  and  bis  fellow-cil 

have  shown  their  ifldence  in   lii~  sterling   worth 

and  capacity  bj  electing  Iii  in  a1  different   timi 

i-  ci » Iflces.     I  n  him  the  I  >emoci  it  ic  pai  ty 

finds  one  "f  its  stanches!  suppoi  ti 

-  — 1 lE-*-«+ *~^~ 


BR  Ml  Wl  R  i.l  ORGE,     In  thesubji 

this  biography,  the  propriel r   an    ex- 

I  uindry,  large  machine-shops  and 

\y  manufactory   of   agricultural    implements, 

we  recognize  :i  benefactor  t"  ill immunity.     Mi 

( leorge    "ms    bom    :it   I  fnionville,   1 1  r 
July   29,    1825,    is   the  son  of    William   and  Cath- 
erine i  Browei    I            .  and   i-  tl Idesl 

children,     Hi*  brothers  and    sisters    were    named: 
M       .  John  1!. .  Lnvinin  and    Abirnm   l>.     Mai 

i  onstantine,  Mich.,  with  her  husband, 
I  In.-  i .urn  :  and  l.:i\  inia   is  m m  M i s,  J 

fer. 
I  In'  father  of   our   subject   was  born  at   Phila- 
delphia, Oct,  19,  1797,  and  was  the  second  child  in 
his  familj      Grandfathei   George  emigrated    from 
Scotland  in    early    manhood,  married,  and    settled 
near  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  amassed 
able  wealth,  and  enjoyed  a  high  position    socially. 
The  portion  of    Philadelphia   knowi 
Mill  is  in  the   vicinity  "f    b  nee,   and 

named  after  him.     Although  it  •■ 
rear  his  son   in  comparatively  easy  circui 
he  early  impressed  upon  him  the 

:ii-  early  years  at   I 


under  the  imu 

lie  tiiii'.- 

—iii ■  1 1 1 1.     lie  contli I  worl 

some  i in,- 

where  he  remained  unl 
after  ilii-  important  o\ ent  h 
for  himself  in 

i   when  be  removi 
(  , . 1 1 1 1 1 \ ,  .  .mi-    busii 

sa time  he  was  in  the  i  luyl- 

kill  Coal   Con 

office  he  rem  lined  about  ii\  i 

peri  i-i f  ■■•  men.     In   l  - 

u ith  his  f ; » 1 1 1 i ; --  the 

journey   being  performed    with 

Their  i •  mw-  lay    through   Pill 

Ohio,  and  across    the    Black  Swamp,  ond  oi 

•  land,  which  ;it  that  tin  small  ham- 

let.    The  J-  «ii i  in- \  oc<  upied  thirty  doj  -       I    ■ 
i  i\.',l  in  the   month   "f   June,  and  settled  on 

of  Government  land,  about  m  mile  and  ' 
qunrtei  9  west  of  the  vil  I  i  ntil 

Mr,  '•  'iil<l   prepnrc  n  home  lot    his  family 

they  took  up  tbeii  in  :i  small    in 

bad  been  built  by  :i  cousin,  A.  K  .  who  had 

.1.  isi  ill  i  hi- 

usual  promptly  began  to  im- 

pro\  e  Ins  land,  and  raised  the   fl 
crop  of  buckwheat,  upon  which  to  I i ■»  • 
following  winter.     II'  continued  upoi  >  fur 

a   he   | •  1 1 1    Iii-  :    in 

charge  of  it,  and  made  Ins  borne  ii 
The  farm  :it  ibis  time  was  in  ■!  \  ery  I 
cultivation,  and  was  i 

built  and  convenient  farm  buildings.     In  add 
in  the  farm  he  posa — I   fc  tiful 

timber  land,  ids  tin-  village,  when 

■  .I  until  tl 
when  he  remi 
Mi  s.  W  elbonrn,  which  he  has 
He  li 

I  '.villi 

the  I '  pub- 
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his  scrupulous  desires  for  that  condition  of  Gov- 
ernment and  those  measures  which  would  insure 
the  greatest  good  to  the  Republic.  By  no  means 
an  office-seeker,  he  has.  however,  been  called  at 
different  times  to  fill  divers  offices,  and  has  always 
done  so  in  a  careful  and  honorable  manner. 

Religiously,  both  Mr.  George  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  His  wife, 
who  for  so  many  years  with  nobly,  womanly  spirit 
stood  by  his  side,  cheering  and  helping  in  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  business  and  pioneer  life,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Anna  Brower.  She  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  her  early  womanhood 
at  home,  only  leaving  it  when  she  was  married,  to 
take  the  management  of  her  own  household.  She 
was  a  lady  whose  temperament  and  essentially  ma- 
ternal and  womanly  qualities  commended  themselves 
to  all  who  knew  her  in  family,  church  and  social  re- 
lations, either  as  mother,  wife  or  friend.  She  was 
respected,  admired  and  beloved,  and  has  left  upon 
many  hearts  and  lives  the  imprint  of  her  noble 
spirit. 

With  such  parental  influences,  we  should  be  dis- 
appointed if  no  fruit  were  shown  in  the  history  of 
our  subject.  Reared  under  these  happy  influences, 
in  spite  of  the  limited  educational  opportunities  of 
pioneer  life,  he  grew  strong,  manly  and  vigorous  in 
both  body  in  mind,  anil  received  the  impulses  and 
impetus  which  have  never  left  him,  and  which  we 
must  consider  the  secret  of  the  prosperity,  peace, 
and  harmony  of  his  life.  About  184:.!  he  left  the 
farm  and  went  to  Constantino,  and  commenced 
learning  the  trade  of  molder  in  the  foundry  and 
machine  works  of  Messrs.  Stafford  &  Pitcher.  He 
continued  his  position  with  this  firm  until  the  sub- 
sequenl  change  in  the  same  in  the  year  1851,  when 
he  was  elected  Township  Treasurer.  He  subse- 
quently became  Sheriff  and  Constable.  After  this 
he  mastered  the  intricacies  of  the  photographic 
camera,  and  conducted  a  gallery  for  about  four 
year-  with  considerable  success.  His  mechanical 
geniu>,  however,  was  not  satisfied  with  pictures,  con- 
sequently, about  the  year  1858  we  find  him  selling 
reapers  and  other  implements  of  agriculture  for 
Messrs.  Stafford  A-  Mitchell,  which  firm  was  prac- 
tically the  same  as  that  wherein  his  first  acquaintance 
with  machines  was  made.      In  this    business   he  re- 

-*» 


mained  until  October,  1861,  when  he  bought  his  em- 
ployers out  of  the  business  and  continued  the  works 
on  his  own  account,  adding  largely  to  them  in  vari- 
ous departments  as  occasion  required,  until  the 
present. 

Mr.  George  is  now  the  owner  of  extensive  prop- 
erty in  addition  to  his  foundry,  machine  and  imple- 
ment shops,  and  is  counted  among  the  wealthy  men 
of  Constantiue.  He  is  a  pronounced  Republican,  and 
in  him  the  party  has  a  very  strong  and  aide  sup- 
porter. In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  is  deeply  in- 
terested, and  by  his  brethren  highly  esteemed. 
Besides  his  membership  in  Siloam  Lodge  No.  35,  he 
is  one  of  the  honored  companions  of  Constantine 
Chapter  No.  61,  and  a  Sir  Knight  of  the  Three 
Rivers  Commandery  No.  29,  K.  T.  He  has  been 
re-elected  several  successive  years  to  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  his  lodge. 

In  the  year  1848  Mr.  George  was  married  to  Mary 
A.  Boyd,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bonebright.  When  she 
was  about  one  year  old  it  was  her  great  misfortune 
to  lose  her  father  by  death.  Her  mother  remar- 
ried, and  came  to  St.  Joseph  County  with  her  hus- 
band. For  a  time  he  squatted  on  Government 
land,  but  afterward  took  up  a  claim.  His  career 
was  cut  short  by  death  in  1868.  Her  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  a  good,  benevolent 
woman  and  kind  neighbor,  a  true  friend  to  the 
sick  and  suffering.  Her  death  occurred  in  Janu- 
ary. 1864. 

Mis.  George  developed  similar  qualities  to  those 
which  marked  the  life  of  her  mother.  Her  home 
has  been  cheered  by  the  birth  of  two  sons.  The  eld- 
er, Edward  S.,  was  educated  at  Lake  Forest,  III., 
and  is  now  living  at  Englewood,  a  suburb  of  the 
city  of  Chicago;  and  Linville  II.,  who  was  educated 
in  the  Constantine  schools,  continuing  with  his 
parents  ever  since. 


EMAN  HARWOOD,  whose  peacefully  de- 
clining  years  are  being  spent  amidst  the 
pleasant  surroundings  of  a  comfortable 
'■kg))  home  in  Constantine,  came  to  Michigan 
Teiritory  as  early  as  1832,  accompanied  by  his 
brother   [ra,  they    making  the  trip  in  a  sleigh   from 
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V    ■)  .       Ho  1m-   i..'.  ii  -in.  .     '  iii?    I 

contim -  resident  •  ■!  <  onstnntino  Township,     He 

bad  i  bo>3  li I  to  the  pursu 

ami  followed  these  contentedly    from  his 

Lh  up,  with  the  exception  of  ten  years  in  which 

he  »:>-  engaged  in  the  lumbei  business.      I  bia  lattei 

onterpi  isi  j    himself  and  his  two 

-on-  i  i  Mm  in.  under  the  tinn  nan 

1 1  •!  iv i  \  Co, 

["he  Mil  |  ,i-  sketch  Hi   •  dith, 

Delnwan    Co,     N.    1  .  June  21,   1810,  and  is  the 

-mi  of   Heuian,  Sr..  and  E£sthor  (Milling) Hai 

w i.   farther  mention  "i    »l is  made  in  the 

lit II.  Harwood,  on  another  page  in 

volume.       IIm'    Harw Is   were   mm    old   and 

highly  respected  family*,  who  after  thi  men! 

in   \ rica  were  residents  Orel  >>(  \  ermont,  whence 

tei  descendants  migrated  to  the  Empire  State, 

Heman,  Jr.,  upon  reaching  mnnb I  was  man  i 

Ontario  County,  Ji    If.,  in  Septembei  Miss 

i .  »  bo  was  boi  n  there.     The  j 
people  commenced  the  Journey  of  lil  ler  ;ii 

their  new  home  in  the  Wesl  which  Mr.  Harwood  bad 
prepared    pre>  >i    lii-  bride.     They   became 

the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom 
in  mature  Oliver,  Merrill  and  Fran- 

i       M  i  -     Harm I  depai  ted  tlii-   life   al    the 

:  in  I  onslnnt ine,  Se[>l.  I  2,  i 

\h    ll  iii-. I  during  the  progress  of  the  Black 

I  Ian  k  \\  ai  was  drafted  into  the  army,  but  hisserv- 

were    onlj     required    one    month.       Later  he 

plain  of  the  Michigan  Militia.     Both  he 

and  his  estimable  wife  identified  themselves  with 

the  Method isl  I  <:   Church  al   an   enrlj    day, 

and  In'  has  l n  :i  warm  supporti  principles 

of  the  Republican  party  sini  mizalion.      In 

the  -|n  in_'  of  1  I  arduous  toil,  dur- 

ing which  lir  bad  been  successful  in  building  up  :i 

g I  homestead,  he  retired  from  nctivc  labor  and 

took  up  In-  abode  al   >  snug  home  in  the  villnj 

itantine.     His  has  been  a  rich  and   varied   ■  x- 

ind  in  common    « iih  the   |  ibout 

him  he  endured  hnrdship  and   privation   while  the 

countrj   «:i-  becoming  settled  up  with  :i  class  of  in- 

ilu-i i-  .'unl  intelligent    people.     He   « 

the    men   most    needed   al    that  peril 

le  and   brave  of  I  I   no 


ordin  him,     In  hi- 

decli  i 

and,  sitting  undei  his  on  n  \ 
Joy  ing  the  fi  uits  •  ■!  hit 
the   old 

lll:ill\    :ill     illli  ■ 

with  intense  inl 

name  "i  II i  Harw I   will  stand  promini 

the  annals  of  v'.  Jos<  pb  (  o  ml •■ 

mil  will  In-  held  in  kindli 
ii\  all  who  knew  him. 
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I  I'.l  i;  l     B.    Dl  NNING,    stto 
■  nf  the  mi 

fnl    members   of    the    bar    in   S 

( 'ountj  .     lie  has 
the  <  lircuil  and  Si  ite  '  niirt.s  thro  M 

.•mil  Northern  Indiana,  and  also  in  tin 
Supreme  (  unit. 

Mi.  Dunning  is  :i  native  of  Moi ■  <  ounty,  N    ^  . 

born  March  5,  1844.     His  fathi 
who  came  to  this  county  in  the  sprit 

now  m  pr incut  farmer  of  this  township, 

sketch  "f  lii>  life  «ill  be  found  on  an 

tiii-.  volume.      ( in i-   subjei  I  limi- 

naries  of  bis  i  ducatiou  in  bis 

coming  to  tin-*  State  be  pursued  • 

•  h    :it   thl  '  K 

•  lined  :i  high  mnk  ip.     He  I 

decided  to  cntei  the  legal  pi  ofessii  in 
under  J.  NV.  Flandi 
to  the  bar  in  the  spring  "i  1870.     II 
ti>  prncl ice  in  this  ty  with  BJ 

maining  with  him  until  1873,  when  I 
partnership  with  D.K.Thom  the  firm  i 

ol    Dunning  A    rhonias       fhej 

>liip  in     1874,  nnil    Mi  I 

Ohio.     Mr.   Dunning    oontinucd   in   ; 

and  I 

won  an  envial  for  learnl 

;:  of  tlie 

M      i ,        ■      was  united   in  man 
Nov.   I  l.  I  -    - 
I  nadillo,  I.i\ 

i  if  1  >  i\    i  1 1    i       \ 
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Mich.  Mrs.jDunning  isdlady  whose  lovely  character 
and  many  pleasant  social  qualities  endear  her  to  a 
large/ circle  of  friends.  She  is  a  a  sincere  Christian, 
and  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  household  circle  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  is  completed  by  the  presence  of  their  two 
charming  daughters,  Gertrude  and  Ruth  M.,  who 
are  aged  fifteen  and  twelve. years  respectively. 

Our  subject  is  a  fine  example  of  the  self-made 
men  of  the  country,  and  this  brief  review  of  his 
life  shows  him  to  possess  more  than  ordinary  talent, 
and  though  still  a  young  man.  has  already,  by  sheet- 
force  of  character  and  an  indomitable  will,  won  an 
enviable  distinction  in  his  profession,  and  is  ac- 
corded a  high  place  at  the  bar.  lie  is  an  ornament 
to  this  citizenship,  combining,  as  he  does,  solid  at- 
tainments, and  a  clear  and  vigorous  mind  with 
sterling  sense  and  unaffected  kindliness. 


l'._^  IRAM   II.  HARWOOD,  a  retired  farmer  of 

Constautine,  has  by  the  exercise  of  keen 
foresight  and  excellent  business  tact,  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  property,  and  with 
his  -nod  wife  is  enjoying  it  in  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  homes  in  the  township.  In  the  life  records  of 
the  pioneers  of  a  country  we  haver,  valuable  source 
of  its  history;  therefore,  it  gives  us  much  pleasure 
to  present  to  the  readers  of  this  Biographical  Al- 
bum of  St.  Joseph  County  a  brief  account  of  one 
who,  although  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the 
county,  is  still  living,  and  an  honored  citizen, 
preserving  much  of  the  old-time  vigor  that  made 
his  aid  so  valuable  in  developing  the  agricultural 
resources  of  this  region. 

Our  subject  comes  of  a  sturdy  New  England  an- 
cestry, but  is  himself  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  his  birth  occurring  in  New  Lebanon.  Colum- 
bia  County.   Sept.   l'.'j.  1812.      His  parents,  Ileman 

and   Esther   (Millington)   Harw 1.    were    born    in 

t  he  historical  old  town  of  Bennington,  Vt..  and  there 
the  days  of  their  childhood  "ere  passed,  and  there 
tiny  united  their  fortunes  for  better  or  for  worse. 
They  afterward  became  pioneers  in  New  York  State, 

settling  first  in   Meredith,  then   in   New  Lebanon, 
**« 


and  from  there  to  Ontario  County.  After  spend- 
ing several  years  in  New  York  State  they  again 
launched  out  into  pioneer  life,  and  made  their 
way,  in  June,  1832,  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich., 
whither  two  of  their  sons  had  preceded  them,  to 
prepare  a  shelter  against  the  time  of  their  arrival 
on  land  which  had  been  selected  the  previous  year, 
in  Fabius  Township.  The  following  year,  in  1833, 
the  father  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Constantine 
Township,  ami  in  the  years  that  followed  built  up  a 
comfortable  home  on  Broad  street.  In  that  dwelling 
the  lite  of  the  faithful  wife  and  devoted  mother 
closed  to  mortal  scenes,  June  12.  1835.  at  the  age 
of  forty-nine  3-ears.  The  father  spent  his  declin- 
ing years  in  Constantine  Village,  dying  March  o, 
1869,  aged  eighty-three  years.  He  was  three  times 
married,  his  second  wife  being  .Mis.  Polly  Eddy. 
and  the  third  Mrs.  Amanda  Rich;  all  are  now  de- 
deased. 

Hiram,  the  third  of  the  ten  children  born  to  his 
parents,  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  that  honorable  calling  until 
his  retirement.  In  January,  1831,  then  being  a 
jouth  of  nineteen  years,  he  started  with  his  brother 
Ileman  in  a  sleigh  from  Canandaigua  County.  N. 
V..  to  drive  to  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of  locat- 
ing on  his  father's  land,  and  prepare  for  the  arrival 
of  the  remaining  members  of  the  family. 

The  boys  began  that  memorable  journey  on  the 
3d  day  of  January,  and  on  the  25th  day  of  the  same 
month  arrived  at  their  destination,  the  then  village 
of  Lockport,  now  known  as  part  of  Three  Rivers, 
on  the  St.  Joseph  River.  They  immediately  erected 
a  log  cabin  about  a  mile  from  there,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Fabius.  and  commenced  to  clear  land  enough 
for  a  garden.  The  following  year  our  subject  re- 
moved with  his  lather  to  his  farm  in  Constantine, 
and  remained  with  him  until  he  became  of  age, 
when  he  settled  on  land  purchased  by  In-  father  in 
Fabius  Town>hip.  He  built  a  house,  improved  the 
land,  married,  and  lived  there  some  four  or  live 
years,  when  he  lost  his  wife,  and  after  that  -ad 
event  returned  to  his  father's  home.  He  lived  under 
the  parental  roof  some  two  years,  when  he  again 
married,  and  returned  to  hi-  farm  in  Fabius  Town- 
ship. After  living  there  two  years  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  Constantine  Township  of  his  uncle 
•». 
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M  illinglon,  unci    reroo\  <■  I  II 

dusl ;  .  i  aboul  bis  land,  and,   by 

judicious  in-ill  i4' sment   and  downright    bard 
i  in  impi  ble  and  bigbl.i 

ii  in.     1 1.-  o«  ii-  al    ili'-  preacnl    tluie 
a  largo  trad  of  land  in  (  out  I'ownship,  and 

owns  -  ili'-  line  old  mansion  « bit 

on I  and  built  by  tbe  late  Go*    B  lantlj 

Mi.   1 1  n  woo  l  Ii  i-  been  t  w  ice  mai  ried      ll 
flrsl  wedded,  in    I  abius  I  •  ■  «  nship,   : 
a  nativi   ol    P    tsford,  »    Y.     She  'li'-'l  in  ( 'on 
tine  Township  after  a  brief  bid  happy  married  life. 
\l       ii  lable 

wife  took   place  in  White    Pigeon,   Jan.    l. 

Her  maiden  name  was  Arvillo   De ,  and  slu 

born  in  Bennington,  Vt.,  Sept.  28  Her  par- 
ents   were    Ami    and    Lovina    (Harw Ii    Denio. 

I         --i >,- ii t  i  heir  In;  County,  Yt. 

Mr     iud    Mrs    Harwood  have    passed    the  golden 

tone  that   marks  :i  bappj    wedlock  of    half  a 

i  \ .   l-'"i  lii'i  \  -  iln-\  li.-i\  r  been  s| 

to  bli  '  he  many  friends  » liom  they 

have  I  around  them,  i"  whom   they   have 

endeared  i  hen  the  thousand  and  

of  kindness  and  helpfulness  so  elm  their 

warm,  genial,  loving  natures.     Durii  many 

years    that   they  have  been 

ill  joyous;  sorrow  has  often  supped  »iili 
them,  and  In  the  denUi  of    their  beloved 

children  they  L  lindedol  the  mutability 

uf  life,  and  of  the  li"|><-  thai  lies  :it  the  heart  <>f  man 

I  the  gnu  ■ .  and  their  faith  in  the 

immortality  of  the  soul  Iim-  b< 

n  died  in  infancy;  their  son  Daniel  \\ ..  i 
\  oung  limn  uf  much  pi 

mercantile  business,  'li'-'l    when    hut    i»- 

I  I'-iii-in   ( '..  :i   brigl  lad, 

died  when  .-ii">iit  fourteen  j 

ui'l  In-  wife  -till   have  four  children    Ii 
-""tin'  their  declini  I 

in  Constantine  Township;  1  erintha,  «li"  i-  the  wife 
"i    I'    1 1.  I.  '       -.  J.,  "  In 

with  her  ,  A., 

u-1  ll-u  \ .  \ . 
Our  subject  bos  •  :>   public 

official  in  1 1  i - 
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descended  from  him.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  maiden  uame  was  Elizabeth  Hedger, 
was  a  daughter  of  another  Revolutionary  hero. 
Edward  Hedger,  who  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  Yorktown,  Monmouth.  White  Plains. 
Spuytenduyvil,  Germantown  and  Bennington,  and 
though  he  fought  bravely  and  well  he  never  received 
a  wound. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  blood 
of  sturdy  patriots  Hows  in  the  veins  of  our  subject, 
and  that  he  has  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  Revo- 
lutionary ancestors.  Doubtless  he  inherited  from 
them  the  bold  and  enterprising  spirit  that  has  made 
him  successful  in  his  various  undertakings.  He  is, 
however,  a  self-made  man,  and  obtaining  such 
education  as  the  schools  of  the  time  afforded,  he 
started  out  in  the  world  with  no  other  fortune  than 
a  courageous  heart  and  a  willingness  and  capacity 
to  work.  lie  came  to  this  county  Sept.  '23, 
L851,  and  settling  in  Sturgis,  sold  boots  and  shoes 
and  bought  hides,  etc.,  for  Rittersbaugh ,  Baker  A- 
Co.,  of  Clarence  Hollow,  X.  V.  After  engaging  in 
that  business  six  years  his  health  failed  him,  and  he 
resumed  his  old  trade,  that  of  brick  and  stone 
mason.  lie  worked  at  that  for  four  years  and  then 
went,  into  a  shop  again.  Three  years  later  his 
failing  health  drove  him  to  the  farm,  and  lie  was 
profitably  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1880,  when,  as  before  mentioned,  he  invested  some 
of  his  capital  in  a  hotel,  and  turned  his  attention 
to  its  management.  He  still  owns  his  farm,  which  is 
one  of  the  linest  in  the  county,  comprising  ".'12 
acres  of  highly  productive  laud  in  Burr  Oak  and 
Sherman  Townships. 

Mr.  Gray  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Baker,  May  5,  1852,  ami  of  their  pleasant  wedded 
life  three  children  have  been  born,  two  of  whom 
live — Kit  C.  and  Eddie  B.  Kit  married  Alice 
Thurston,  and  they  make  their  home  on  section  30, 
Burr  Oak  Township;  they  have  four  children, 
namely:  Faith,  Thomas,  George  and  Spencer. 
Mrs.  Gray  is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy 
(Hirshey)  Baker,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  She 
was  born  in  New  York  in   1820. 

When  our  subject  entered  the  then  little  village 
of  Stiirgb  nearly  thirty-eight  years  ago  and  cast  in 
his  lot  with  its  pioneer  business  men.  being  a  young 


man  of  exceptional  habits  and  high  principles,  he 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  among  whom 
he  had  come  to  make  his  home  from  the  very  first. 
He  took  as  active  a  part  in  developing  the  town  and 
its  various  interests  as  any  of  his  contemporaries, 
and  his  name  will  always  be  honorably  associated 
with  the  energetic,  enterprising  and  worthy  pioneers 
of  the  town.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions, 
and  is  broad  minded  and  liberal  in  his  religious 
views.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the 
doctrines  promulgated  by  the  Republican  party. 


-n-Hs*^**-*- 


EORGE  WILLARD  MATTICE.  editor  and 
[(  <— ,  proprietor  of  the  St.  Joseph  County  Neics, 

^JSi  which  is  published  at  Mendon,  established 
this  journal  in  September.  L886,  and  although  still 
in  its  infancy,  it  is  recognized  as  a  very  vigorous 
enterprise,  one  evidently  bound  to  succeed.  Its 
projector  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
one  who  has  seen  much  of  life,  and  especially  the 
Western  World,  having  visited  nearly  all  of  the 
Mates  and  Territories  west  of  the  Missouri  River. 
lie  has  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities,  is  well 
icad  and  well  informed,  and  on  account  of  his  uni- 
formly courteous  demeanor  toward  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact,  has  made  hosts  of  friends  in 
this  county. 

The  first  five  years  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Mattice 
were  spent  in  the  village  of  Middleburg,  Schoharie 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  11,  1854.  Five 
years  later  his  parents  removed  to  Fultonham, 
tin'  same  county,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  and  then  spent 
one  year  as  a  teat  her.  lie  had  always  taken  kindly 
to  his  1 ks.  and  was  ambitious  to  obtain  a  thor- 
ough education.     In  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age 

he  entered  the  State  Normal  Scl I  at     Albany.  N. 

Y.,  where  he  took  a  full  course,  and  from  which  he 
was  graduated  dune  29,  1875. 

The  following  two  years  were  spent  by  young 
Mattice  as  a  teacher  in  his  native  State,  which  he 
was  then  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  failing 
health.  He  was  then  for  three  years  connected  with 
the  advertising  department  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Directory,  ami   it    was  in   the    employ   of 
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this  company  thai  be  p  i  the  travels    which 

wo  I  not    onl)    in  the   \s  • 

I. ni  ..\ i-i  1 1 1 : 1 1 1 \  of  tbi   i  States.     In  the  » in- 

i,  and  in  June 

following  i iiled  to    I'al ia,   Wyo.,  and   made 

in-  mil  ial  cxpi  i  imcnl  as  :i  publishei . 

In  l  882   Mi.    M  ' bis 

old  ply  sieal  atllicl  ion,  and  migi  at  inj 
|..n  i     of     N  nshington  .    established     the 

/■  M      cal  Lake,     ll<   was  mai  i  icd   in  Jami- 

.■n  \.  1883,  and  -ll  of   thai  year,  leaving  the 

I'onllncuicnl  of  olllcc  woi  k,  ombai  ki  d  in  • 

i  which  he  occupied  himself  until  ili<-  sum i 

1 1,'  then  sohl  oul  bis  interests  in  thai 
■  i  v iiiv,  and  for  n  time  soj 'ned   in    Mar- 
shall, this  State,  the  formei  home  of  his  wife.     II- 
nexl  enterprise   was  the  cstablisbmenl  ol  the 

i       i l\  ol  Mi    Matticc  includes  his  estim 

w  ii,  nnd  two  bright  bo)  -.     He  has  i 
\ ,  r\  active  pari  in  polil  ics.     Hi  oflli  iated  as   Jus- 
lico  of  the  l'<  >■      i    Washington  Territory,  and  so- 
cial!) .  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  ft 

i;i  DERII  K    I'.    UAJSSENG1  R.       L'o    this 
gentleman  I  he  disl  int  i  ion  i  if 

of    the    oldes  rs   of    st.    Joseph 

County  non    living   within  its    borders,  he  It   ■ 

up   In-   residence  here  in 

those  lift  \  has  been  prominently   identified 

with  its  farming  community,     lie  has  not  only  wit- 

the  enl  ire  grow  lb  ■•!   this  - 

>untrj  from  the  primeval  foresl  lhathe  found 

here  in  all  leur   to  its  present  wealthy  and 

ndvai  lition,  but  he  lias   been  t nim|H>r- 

timl  factor  in  developing  its  agricultural  ii 

nnd  so  contributing  t"  its  material  pn  Hi- 

farm  i-  on  section  I  'J,  Constantino  Township,  n  here. 

with  lii-  -"ii-.  i 

farming    land   in    Southern    M 

:  inty,  M  icli, 

( »i 1 1  subji  Mi  III       i  M 

(  ,-  .  I'm..  July  7.  181  s.      Hi-  |>ari  \ 

ilot '  I  lassengei .  woi  •■  also  I  that 

count)*,  and  there  began  their  wedded    lifi 
iftorwai  il  remi  bland  (  ount)  . '  >i 
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position  in  this  community,  where  they  are  both 
deservedly  regarded  with  confidence  and  respect. 
Their  sons  are  young  men  of  ability  and  force  of 
character,  who  have  inherited  from  their  parents 
those  high  principles  and  industrious  habits  that 
do  and  will  make  them  valued  citizens  wherever 
they  may  be.  Mr.  Hasseng-er  is  a  consistent  and 
esteemed  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 
He  is  liberal  and  public-spirited,  and  any  move- 
ment looking  to  the  advancement  of  his  township 
finds  in  him  ready  and  substantial  support.  He 
has  taken  an  earnest  interest  in  educational  matters, 
and  has  done  good  service  while  acting  in  various 
official  capacities  on  the  School  Hoard.  In  politics 
he  strongly  advocates  the  policy  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


-f 


AVID  L.  WHITE,  a  respected  citizen  and 
prosperous  farmer,  and  a  member  of  the 
Cyclone  Fanning  .Mill  Company,  resides  in 
White  Pigeon.  He  was  born  in  Hunting- 
ton County,  Ind.,  Jan.  .">.  1850.  lie  i>  the  son  of 
Lewis  White,  who  went  to  Indiana  in  1838,  from 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y..  where  he  was  born.  UN 
motherwas  Elizabeth  (Gibson)  White.  The  father 
was  bom  in  1800,  and  died  in  April.  1878,  at  the 
age  of  -evenly— even  years.  The  mother  died  Dee. 
29,  1878.  They  reared  a  family  of  live  children, 
of  whom  only  two  are  living.  Our  subject,  and 
his  sister  Mary  J.,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  Dolphus 
( ).  Clark,  are  the  survn  ors. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  settled 
flrsl  in  Lockport  Township  in  1851,  and  moved  to 
White  Pigeon  Township  in  1861.  Oursubject  has 
always  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  five 
years  ago,  when  he  leased  his  farm  and  moved  into 
town.  He  now  owns  a  farm  of  200  acres,  one  and 
a  half  mill-  east  of  the  town,  which  he  has  leased. 
The  farm  is  well  improved  and  finely  located.  He 
is  one  of  the  company  which  established  the  (  \- 
clone  Fanning  Mill  factory,  in  the  spring  of  1886; 
they  now  employ  eleven  men  and  keep  eightsales- 
men  on  the  road.  Their  produce  runs  over  KID 
mills  a  month.      During  the  year    1888  they  found 

the  demand  for  their  g Is   increasing  so  rapidly 

that   thev   were  unable  to   fill  all   their  orders,  and 


now  have  under  consideration  plans  to  increase 
their  product  and  supply  all  who  wish  them.  The 
mill  is  one  of  the  most  novel  in  construction  that 
has  ever  been  made.  It  applies  to  a  valuable  pur- 
pose one  of  the  laws  of  nature  which  so  far  has 
proved  very  destructive  to  life  and  property, 
namely,  the  spiral,  whirling  motion  of  air  in  the 
cyclone  which  gives  the  mill  its  name.  In  this  mill 
it  is  produced  to  clean  out  of  grain  all  the  foul 
seed-,  (haft  and  straw,  by  which  the  grain  is  left  in 
a  first-class  marketable  condition.  It  is  the  sim- 
plicity of  construction  that  is  the  chief  recom- 
mendation, and  it  is  so  obvious  to  every  observer 
that  its  value  is  at  once  conceded.  It  is  in  all  re- 
spects a  thoroughly  scientifically  constructed  ma- 
chine, and  it  doe-  it-  work  SO  rapidly  and  well  that 
every  farmer  will  have  one  and  appreciate  its  value. 
»  )ur  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  A.  Dale 
Nov.  11.  1*77:  she  is  the  daughter  of  Amos  Dale, 
now  deceased.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child — 
Clement  L.  Herself  and  husband  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  organization 
they  hold  an  important  place.  Both  husband  and 
wife  are  member-  of  the  County  Grange.  1'.  of  II. 
Mr.  White  devotes  himself  exclusively  to  the  prose- 
cution of  his  business  and  enjoying  the  quiet  of 
his  home. 


ONROE  KVAXs.  A-  is  well  known,  the 
soldier  element  has  always  played  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  upbuilding  of  Michi- 
gan, from  the  days  of  the  famous  General 
and  Governor,  Lewis  Cass,' and  even  before,  down 
to  the  present  times,  when  a  popular  officer  of  the 
Union  Army  recently  ably  filled  the  gubernatorial 
chair.  The  volunteer  soldier  who  marched  in'  the 
ranks,  and  by  his  strict  obedience  to  the  order-  of 
In-  commanders,  his  intelligent  efficiency,  steady 
courage,  discipline  under  fire,  ardor  and  patriotism, 
was  an  important  factor  in  suppressing  the  Rebell- 
ion, and  ofttimes  received  promotion  to  important 
official  grades  for  gallant  and  daring  conduct  in 
some  hard-fought  battle,  has  also  borne  an  im- 
portant part  in  securing  the  advancement  and  ma- 
terial prosperity  of  this  greal  commonwealth.  As 
a  fine  representative  of  this  class,  we  are  glad  here- 
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man  whose  name  isal  the  head  of  this  liiu 

notice,      1 1.   i-  now    livl  el  ircmcul    in  one  of 

the  plcasanl  homes  of   the  pretty  town  ol    s 

Mi    i.\  in:  w  u  boi ii  nmid  tin 
\\  incisor  «  ountj  ,  Vt„  Julj    I."..  183-1,  lie  h 
rived  f i  a  sturdy,  intelligent    Sew   Kngland   an- 
il is  fal         I  I 
Maine,  hul  when  n  young  man  he  lefl  the  home  of 
hi-  birth   nnd   took    up    his   abode  in  tl 
Mountain  H            1 1,   there  mel   and  married 
pail  \\  \  mi.iii.  :i   daughtei   ol     David    Wyman.     In 

M      I     in-  removed  » ith  hi-  family  to  \\ 
field,  <  hautauqua  <  ■  •..    S     1     and  there  he  kepi 
:i  hotel,  which  during  the    Pntriol    War  was   the 
headquarters  of  the   American  otllcers.     The  lion. 
w  I  « .-I-  hi  ii  n  neighboi .     The 

parents  of  "in  siibjecl  were  greatly  respected  by- 
all  in  their  community.  II-  father  was  a  man  of 
clear  head  and  sound  judgment,  and  in  his  capac- 
ity of  "mine  host"  was   popular  with  .-ill  class* 

I pie.      I  "  Iti  iii  and  his  »  ife  were  born  nine  <  -I  i  i  I  - 

dren,  cighl   of    whom    live,  namely:    w  . 

VI        C.,.l  imes  «  ..  Ludelin  M.,  Helen  M.,  llarricl 
M.,  Calvin  VV.  and  Mor 
<  >ur  -iii  i  ri'il  .-i  liberal  education   in   the 

\    \\,  n  hich  well  fitted  him  for 
anj  walk  in  life  thai  he  might  prefer.     Il<-  was  in 
the  prime  of  earlj  manhood  when  the  late  wai 
raging,  and   he  enlisted  to  ossisl   in  the  defens 

the  institutions  of  tl untry,  becoming  n  meml>er 

■  impany  I     -'  IN        1  \\  Rifles.    I  le 

ictivelj  c  eral   iraportanl    1  >.- 1 1 1 1 « •  - . 

and  his  efficiency  and  bravery  while  in  action 
rewarded  bj  promotion  through  the  vnrio 
to  thai  of  Second  Lieutenant,  he  acting  in  thai  ea- 
\    in    the  battles  of  the  W  ildei  - 
(  ..in  i   1  lousi  .  North    Ann 
..ni\  ( 'reek,  •  old  I  Inrbi  n  the  heal 

of  battle  in   fronl  shurg  from   July    15  i<> 

\  II,  1864,  and  he  was  al  W'eldon  Railway,  and 
Poplar  Springs  <  hurch.  lie  «:i-  captured  on  the 
Preble  Farm,  in  fronl  • 

and  experienced  the   hardshi|>s  of  life  in  tin-   vari- 
ous prisons  al  Petersburg,  Mbby,  Salisbui       N    I 
Danville,  Va.,  and  from  the  latter  |><" 
to   Libby,  and   from   tli  dow  n  tin 
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■ 
thai  office  with  signal  ability,  and  in  such 
.1-  to  win  the  encomiums  of   his  constituency,     lie 
uously  identified   » ith  the 

■   I 
and   the  •  •      \     I.',  claiming  bin  I  heir 

nn. -i  \  nl ued  membei  -.     In  1  88  I  he  ■•• 

officers  of  the  C>  rand  1 
i  i    i  i     I      ol    Mi. 

Day  I  \.  K.    I !  n  <if 

fine  capacity  .  and  ir.  well-b  mind, 

nnd  his  genuine  kindni 

radesllip  h  'I  him  mam    \\:irn 
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tendant  at  church  although  not  a  member,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  VV.  R.  C,  an  auxilliary  of  the 
(i.  A.  R.  Mr.  Evans  always  responds  generously 
to  any  call  for  financial  aid  from  the  various 
churches  and  benevolent  institutions. 


AVID  PAGE.  Among  the  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County  noone  is  looked  upon  with 
more  respect  and  veneration  than  he  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
He  ha-  taken  true  and  heartfelt  pride  in  watching 
the  sturdy  growth  of  the  county,  and  he  having 
been  an  important  factor  in  building  up  its  business 
interests,  a  record  of  its  rise  and  progress  would  be 
incomplete  without  mention  of  him.  He  located 
in  Sturgis,  his  present  place  of  resilience,  in  1k:>7. 
and  at  that  time  built  the  first  foundry  and  ma- 
chine-shop in  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  horn  at  Hebron,  Grafton  Co., 
N.  H.,  April  18,  1811.  His  father.  Thomas  Page, 
deceased,  was  also  a  native  of  New  England,  born 
in  the  town  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  of  English  parent- 
age, lb-  was  a  prominent  man  and  influential  citi- 
zen of  his  town,  and  after  the  War  of  1812  was 
appointed  collector  of  the  direct  tax.  lie  married 
Sallie  Gale,  of  Concord,  X.  11.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  three  still  living. 

David  Page,  of  whom  we  write,  received  a  lim- 
ited education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
State,  but  a  practical  training  at  home  in  the  indus- 
trial branches.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  vears  he 
determined  to  learn  the  trade  of  an  iron  molder. 
and  for  that  purpose  went  to  Painesville,  <  >hio,  and 
remained  in  the  iron  works  of  that  place  fur  eight 

years,  lie  then  came  to  Michigan,  as  lie  fore  stated. 
and  built  a  foundry  and  a  machine-shop,  the  only 
one  in  this  part  of  the  State,  the  nearest  one  at  that 
time  being  at  Mishawaka,  hid.,  forty  miles  distant. 
The  foundry  is  still  in  operation,  Mr.  Page  hav- 
ing had  charge  of  it  until  1852.  when  he  sold  nut. 
and  fur  the  ensuing  three  years  engaged  in  the 
dry-goods  business.  In  1855  our  subject  opened  a 
hardware  store,  which  he  carried  mi  for  several 
vein-.     Subsequently,    in    partnership    with   sihi- 


Stow,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture 
and  chairs,  under  the  tirm  name  of  Page  A-  Stow. 
He  met  with  his  former  good  success  in  this  busi- 
ness.  continuing  it  until  1865,  when  he  sold  out  his 
interest,  and  the  next  four  years  conducted  a  flour 
and  feed  business.  Having  by  that  lime  amassed  a 
sufficient  sum  for  all  his  temporary  needs,  he  has 
since  lived  a  retired  life,  and,  though  now  in  feeble 
health,  is  enjoying  the  rewards  of  an  honest  husi- 
ness  man.  who  toiled  while  it  was  yet  morning  that 
in  the  evening  he  might  take  rest   and  comfort. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  .Miss  Amanda. 
daughter  of  the  late  Luther  Jewel,  took  place  in 
Painesville,  Ohio.  .Ian.  2s.  1835.  Mrs.  Page  was  ,-i 
mosl  estimable  woman  and  a  true  helpmate  to  her 
husband,  presiding  with  womanly  mace  and  tender- 
ness over  her  household  until  her  death.  March  7. 
1  S72.  She  bore  her  husband  live  children,  of  whom 
four  are  now  living,  of  whom  the  following  is  re- 
corded: Olive  . I.,  horn  in  Painesville,. Ohio,  Oct. 
20,  1835;  Sarah  .1..  horn  in  Sturgis,  Dec.  25.  1838, 
married  Crebillion  Jacobs.  David  Clayton,  horn 
in  Sturgis,  Feb.  ;,.  1846.  attended  the  Law  School 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
L'nited  States  District  Court.  He  i-  now  an  attor- 
ney of  note  in  Petoskej*.  Midi.,  and  is  Judge  of 
Probate  for  Km  met  ( 'ounty,  and  having  been  elected 

in    a    Democratic  district    shows    without    comment 

that  he  musl  he  a  yen  popular  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  the  county,  as  he  is  a  standi  Republican  in 
his  political  views.  lie  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Rey- 
nolds, and  they  have  one  child,  Lottie.  Mis.  Page 
had  one  child  by  her  first  husband,  who,  having  been 
adopted  by  Mr.  Page,  now  bears  the  name  of  l.u- 
e'ene  Reynolds  Page.  Laura  .1.  M..  bora  in  Stur- 
gis, Dec.  15,  1849,  married  Charles  Nichols,  of 
Chicago. 

Our    subject    reside-   with    his  eldest    daughter, 

<  (live,  widow  of  the  late  <  ten.  William  1..  StOUghtOll, 

who  died  from  the  effect- of  a  wound  received  dur- 
ing the  late  war.  (.en.  StOUghtOll  was  horn  in 
Bangor,  X.  V..  March  20.  1829,  and  there  lie  spent 
the  early  years  of  hi-  life.  He  was  a  man  of 
intellectual  ability,  steadfast  integrity  and  firm 
moral   principle-.     He  received   a  legal   education, 

and   after   coming  to  Michigan   - i    took    a   high 

rank  among   it-  prominent    and  influential  citizens, 
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St.  Joseph  County,  nnd  in  1861  ointcd  In 

i .  n'    I  mm  ..In  I  nit.  .1  States  I  tistrki 

I.. I     \l  |{  In  ■_■  :i  II  \l      I  In      I. n  ■nkinj     "ill     ..i      I  Ik 

Civil  War  he  laid  aside  nil  |m»i al  ambitions  and 

intrj       He  liad  i  lie 
confidence   anil  esteem   of  :ill    lii-   fellow-citizens, 

mizat i. .11   of  i lie    I  I th    M ii  I 
I  nfanl  i  \    lif   «  ns  mustei  ed    in   as    Lieu tenn nl  I 
i. ml  hi'  the  regiment.     Mr   was   subsequently    pro- 

iii.  ited  for  In  n\  c duel   to  the  rank  ol  Bt 

::ill.'ini  sen  ice  in  i lie  Held. 

u  :i.    I. ii  \  <-!<■■  I    \|  i  | nil.'ll.       A  I'li'l     'Ii' 

tin-  war  •  .I'll.  Stoughton  was  not  allowed   t"  retire 

.  but    in    I  H6G    \\  as  elected    Vttoi  ney 

•       Miehigat  nut  il     I  868.    » hen 

In-  was  elected  to  I  ongrcss  from  U  Micht- 

.  ii-i I  in  1870.  Hi  m 
with  distinction  on  the  (  ommittce  on  Military    \  ■ 
and   under   lii-  eflicient   leadership  two  bills 
were  passed  equalizing  the  bounties  of  soldiers       \ 
fuller     and     more     extended    account     of    i 
Stoughton   in:i\     be  found    in  the  "American    Bio- 
graphical lliston  of  Kminenl   and  Self-made    Men 
of  the  Stati   i>l   Michigan."     To  (lenernl   anil  Mrs 
liii.n  were  born  Ave  children,  of  whom  three 
"U  living.     \\  illi.'iin   I'..  born  Sept.  22, 
married    Miss   Dell,  daughter  of  John    McKerlie.  a 

pioneer  of  this  i nty;  San  ford    !•'..  Iiorn  .Ian,    17. 

,  in  Karwell's  •  i ■  \  -goods  store  in  ( 'It i— 
lilanchc.  bom  Feb.  26      i',       Willimn  I*.   i> 
head  postal  clerk  on  the  fast  mail  train  on  the  l«nke 
Shore   Railway.      Vrthur   was    the  second   son;  he 
ilinl  June  21.  I  H86,     I  Mm  •■  died  nt  I  I   Ave 

ini'iii  Ii-. 


..SAP    K  l  NYON,  a  membci  of  the  firm  of 
C J/   |     II     I'n  '      ,  liven    stable  kc<  | 

Sturgis,  is  the  pioneer  liver)  mnn,  and   one 
of  tin'  oldesl  scttlet  -  ol  ind   is 

widely  known  and  esteemed  throng  In        -        «eph 
Count)',      He  and  his  partner,    who   i-  his  stepson, 
iln  thr  main  business  in  their  line  in  tlii-  and 
rounding  towns,   besides   ln\  ing    a 
busin 

M  ■    K. n\ . m  » ns  born  Oct    1 1 .  l  ■>!  .">.  in 
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1 .     Ill*   fatui 

«  hen  :i  child,  .  when  hi 

•  i  i  ied  on  the  cloth 

i 

•  'ill    -n1  "I  i'i. Ililin.il. -.  I |  • 

in  in  lii-  natii 
-ninl\ .  self-reliant 

of   nearly  t  went)  -one 
something  "f  the  world,    making 
grange  County,  Ind.,  in  .Inly,    1886.     Hi    worked 
>m   a  fiirin    in   tin-   >n in i ,  .ml    in    « 

utilized  It 

n  years,  becoming  vci ) 

in.     In  1  8  19  Mr.  K  - 

'i  Ii red  residen  II. 

-.  and  then  turned  his  attention  •■  mak- 

ing, which  In'  followed  four  or  ii  • 
In'  entered  upon  his  present  bu 
stable  keeper,  and  has  been   pri  - 

in  that  ever  since.     Il«-  i-  now  i fori 

cumsl 

circles,  as  he  has  always  dealt   fairly    and 

l>\  .ill  «iiii  have  had  dealings  with  bit 

ity,  kind-l  ■--.  and  obligii 

him  popular  in  this  community,  a 

wai  in  friends. 

\|     Ki  nyon  has  been   t « ice  mai ried.     II  - 
marriage  was 

in  whom  lie  h 
\itrr  a  brief  but   happy 

n,  Mrs.  Ken)  ..ii  was   i  all<  1 
death,  March  31,  1814.     Shi 
ton,  who  was  man  ed  in  City,  1 

and  tin". 
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Mrs.  Kenyoti  have  had  three  children:  DeWitt. 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Mary  and  Frank. 
Mary  married  Emmons  S.  Hudson,  of  Riley.  Kan., 
and  they  have  three  children — Harlow  K.,  Bessie 
B.  and  Nettie.  Frank  married  Eliza  Bottornly,  and 
thev  live  in  this  town. 


-et- 


C^P^JHOMAS  .1.  JONES,  who  was  for  many  years 
//5\  ipromiiiently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
Vs'  intere-ts  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  still 
owns  one  of  its  finest  farms,  pleasantly  located  in 
Constantine  Township,  has  relinquished  the  active 
labors  connected  with  the  management  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  is  now  living  in  retirement  in  Constan- 
tine Village,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  mean-  that  he 
ha.-  accumulated  by  energetic  and  well-directed 
toil. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  native  of  Maryland,  horn  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Feb.  1,  1818,  and.  although  not 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  county,  may  yet  be 
numbered  among  it>  pioneers,  as  he  first  came  here 
in  1853,  and  a  year  or  two  later,  after  a  brief  resi- 
dence in  Indiana,  became  interested  in  developing 
its  agricultural  resources,  as  a  member  of  its  farm- 
ing community.  His  father.  John  Jones,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county  where  our  subject  had 
hi;-  birth,  and  there  died.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Rutter,  was  also  a  native  of 
Maryland.  In  1<S71  she  came  to  White  Pigeon, 
this  county,  and  in  1881  passed  away  from  the 
scenes  of  earth.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Thomas  J.  was  the  second. 

The  death  of  our  subject's  father  left  him  practi- 
cally on  his  own  resources  at  the  tender  age  of  six 
\  ears.  As  was  the  custom  at  that  time  and  in  that 
locality,  he  was  bound  out  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age.  These  years  were -pent  on  a  farm, 
where  he  acquired  not  only  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  agriculture,  but  also  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
rugged  health  he  has  always  enjoyed.  When  six- 
teen he  began  learning  the  trade  of  shoemaking 
with  his  uncle.  Benjamin  Rutter.  in  Northumber- 
land County.  Pa.  With  him  he  staid  three  years, 
and  then  began  a-  a  journeyman.  Two  years  later 
he   returned  to   farm  work,  until    three  vears  after 


his  marriage,  when  he  was  employed  in  the  Montour 
Rolling  Mills,  at  Danville.  Pa.  This  was  his  voca- 
tion for  seven  years,  until  he  made  up  his  mind  to 
emigrate  West. 

During  his  residence  in  Northumberland  County 
Mr.  Jones  was  married,  Jan.  5.  1843,  to  Miss  Jane  E. 
Cuffy.  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Crier)  Cuffy, 
who  died  in  Northumberland  County.  Pa.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Jones  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born 
in  Northumberland  County.  May  23.  1823.  She  i- 
a  woman  of  superior  capability,  a  deft  and  thrifty 
housewife,  who  looks  well  to  the  ways  of  her 
household,  and  in  so  doing  has  co-operated  with 
her  husband,  and  in  no  small  measure  contributed 
to  his  prosperity.  The  following  is  recorded  of 
the  seven  children  who  have  been  born  of  their 
wedded  life:  Elizabeth  Agnes  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Statical,  of  Constantine:  Emma  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
William  Hoats,  of  Three  Rivers;  Sophia  is  the  wife 
of  Clark  Shellenbarger,  of  Indiana:  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  liedfern.  of  White  Pigeon;  Mary 
L.  is  at  home:  John  I),  died  in  Constantine  Town- 
ship, May  1.  1881,  and  Frederick  died  when  live 
years  of   age. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  Mr.  Jono  disposed  of  his 
property  in  Pennsylvania,  and  migrated  with  his 
wife  and  three  children  to  St.  Joseph  County,  this 
State.  During  the  following  summer  he  lived  in 
White  Pigeon,  and  then  removed  to  Elkhart  County. 
Ind..  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
Eighteen  months  later  we  again  find  him  in  St.  Jo- 
seph  County,  on  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  in 
White  Pigeon  Township.  He  remained  there  seven 
years,  vigorously  and  successfully  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pur-uits.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
hail  a  tine  chance  to  dispose  of  hi-  property  there 
at  a  good  profit,  and  immediately  availed  himself 
of  the  offer,  and  then  sought  a  home  in  Constan- 
tine Township,  where  he  purchased  another  farm. 
He  carried  on  thai  place  twenty-two  year-,  ami  so 
improved  it  by  careful  cultivation,  and  the  erection 
of  substantial  buildings,  that  its  value  was  greatly 
increased,  and  it  became  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  in  the  township.  It  comprises  280  acres  of 
highly  productive  land,  is  finely  located,  and  ad- 
mirably   adapted  both   to  raising  stock  and  grain. 
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in  South- 
ern I-  on  in  Coi  ■  I  he  and 
lii-  faraih,  have  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes 
in  the  place. 

The    nal i\  «■   ability  .   I  nnd    decisi f 

.    i-  in-ill   Impi 
M   making   life  n  success  »iili  him.     II' 
i-\  it   lirin   1 1  in    to  I  he   |'i  in 

ship,  and  in  hi  ms  with   others  hat*  'I Iii- 

duty    like  mi    honorable    m  husband   and 

i .  In-  i-  kind  and  de>  oted  i"  tlie  best 

of  his  family,  and  he  and  lii-   wife  Ii  on   to 

Mivii  h:i\  e  b  I   in 

useful   and  upright   lives,  and   have  nol   de- 

l  1 1 ' .in  the  example  set  l>\  their  parents; 

neighltor,  he  is  kind  and  obliging.     Mr.  Jones  is 

led  in  politics,  and  stanchly  upholds 

the  policj  "i    the  Republican   pnrty.     lie  ha n- 

tributed  to  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  in  this 
community    bj   his  faithful  discbarge  of   the  duties 

connected    with  tl IHce  of  Justice  of  the  P 

which  In-  held    for  one  term.     Mrs.  Jones 

iiiitU  :i  member  of  the    Reformed   <  hurch.  bul    i- 

nol  now  identified  with  any  religious  denomination. 

\-  illustrating  the  habits  of  e nj  nnd  thrift 

which  hn  ned  lii-  life,  Mr.  Jones  mentions 

thai  the  flrsl  ruonej  he  ever  had  of  lii-  own  was 
fifty  cents,  which  was  given  him  by  lii-  employer 
when  he  was  fifteen  years  old.  Hiis  monej  he  kepi 
for    man,)  to  M-  mother 

when   In-  was  aboul   tweutj  old.     This 

of  the  finan- 
cially   independent  position   now  occupied    by   Mi 
,li  tncs. 

1 1 \  \s    \\ii||    o  cu ;  i ion 

among  the  public-spirited  and   liberal   citi- 
zens  w  h"  l'\  the  I 
(^2J  1 1 1 1  j .. -i  1 1 ~   to  the  growth  and   de- 

velopment        -      Joseph    ( 'ounty  -     II. 
I'm  lentifled  with  the  farm 
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Fannie  A.  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  May.  1K76; 
Ella  1!.  is  the  wife  of  David  Eekmoan,  of  River- 
side, Pa. 

Mr.  Wolf's  marriage  to  liis  present  wife  took 
place  on  the  wesl  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  River, 
in  Northumberland  County.  Sept.  20.  L851.  Mrs. 
Wolf  al  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  our  subjecl 
was  the  widow  of  William  Lemon,  who  died  in 
Point  Township,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Nancy  Vincent,  and  she  was  born 
in  Delaware  Township,  Northumberland  County, 
Sept.  '.i.  1816.  Her  parents,  [saac  and  Rebecca 
(Comly)  Vincent,  departed  this  life  in  Northum- 
berland County.  They  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Wolf  \va>  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  By 
this  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  have  had  two 
children.  Carrie  and  Sally.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of 
s.  11.  Davis,  of  Constantine;  Sally,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Allien  Reynolds,  died  Oct.  26,  1878. 

Mr.  Wolf  first  visited  St.  Joseph  County  in  1832, 
when  it  was  in  its  primeval  wildness,  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  Lockport  Township,  on  which  he 
resided  for  aboul  three  months,  when  he  tired  of 
the  limitations  and  restrictions  of  pioneer  life,  as 
he  found  that  he  could  make  more  money  at  the 
mercantile  business  in  his  native  State,  to  which  he 
returned.  He  is  intliienlial  in  politic.-,  and  in  local 
affairs,  and  has  been  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
First  National  Hank  of  Constantine  for  some  ten 
vears.  He  was  an  ardent  Democrat  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  sent  two  of  his 
sons  to  the  front,  where  the}  served  faithfullj  for 
four  years,  and  he  on  his  part  vigorously  sup- 
ported the  Republican  policy  in  regard  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  war.  from  his  Pennsylvania  home, 
lie  continued  to  ad  with  that  parly  until  1884. 
when  he  returned  to  his  allegiance  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Mr.  Wolf  and  his  wife  are  among  the 
leading  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  lie 
was  Elder  in  the  church  for  several  years,  and  was 
instrumental  in  securing  the  erection  of  the  present 
edifice,  in  which  the  congregation  worship.  He 
donates  liberally  toward  the  support  of  the  Gospel 
in  this  town,  and  even  good  work  meets  with  his 
cordial  sympathy  and  substantial  aid.  Mr.  Wolf 
owes  his  success  as  a  business  man  to  t  he  fact  thai  he 
was  gifted   with  rare  judgment,  keen   discernment, 


Liic.it  tact  and  an  enterprising  spirit,  lie  is  also 
greatly  indebted  for  his  prosperity  to  the  cheerful 
aid  and  active  co-operation  of  his  capable  wife,  who 
is  possessed  of  a  large  share  of  common  sense  and 
decision  of  character. 


.     ANIKI.  MILLER,  a  retired  and  well-to-do 
))>   farmer,  came  to  Sturgis  Nov.  16,  1881,  to 
\y     spend  his  declining  years  in  this    pleasanl 
town.      In  the  few  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  that  time  he  has  gained  the  g l-will  of  the 

people  among  whom  he  has  come  to  make  his  home. 

and  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  for  his  con- 
siderate and  kindly  way-  and  his  honorable  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
June  28,  1827,  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his  parents, 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (  Proucius)  Miller.  They  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  had  been  early  settlers 
of  Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1831  they  once  more 
became  pioneers,  taking  up  their  abode  in  the  wilds 
of  Lagrange  County,  Ind.  They  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Christiana, 
now  Mrs.  Young;  David;  George;  Sarah,  now  Mrs. 
Robbins;  Adam,  Joseph,  Henry,  "William  and  our 
subject.  The  name-  of  the  deceased  were  John. 
(  atherine  (  Mrs.  Robbins)  and  James,  all  of  whom 
were  married  and  had  families.  The  father  of  our 
subjecl  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lagrange 
County.  Ind..  May  13,  1838,  and  Mother  Miller 
died  Aug.  16,  1869,  Inning  rounded  out  a  life  of 
more  than  ordinary  length. 

Daniel    Miller  was  nearly  four  years  Of  age  when 

his  parents  moved  to  Indiana,  and  he  has  a  good 
recollection  of  the  condition  of  the  country  in  his 
boyhood,  forests  of  primeval  growth  abounding, 
Indians  numerous,  and  also  wild  animals,  such  as 
deer,  bears,  wolves,  coons,  etc.      The  same  pioneer 

condition  then  prevailed  here,  and  as  late  as  1  S  I  7 
two  or  three  bear-  from  the  forests  passed  through 
the  street- of  Sturgis.  Our  subject  received  his 
education  in  the  primitive  school-house  of  the 
times,    a     log     cabin     with    a    clapboard     roof     and 

with  poles  as  weights  to  hold  it  down,  fireplace  at 

one  end  of    the  room,  with  stick  and  clay  chimne\  . 
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Mr,    Milk*i'   hus   heen    i«iri-    married.     He    was 
u..|.lr,|  i.i    Mi-    Klizitlictli    Voting,  Maj    21,1848, 

1 1 1. 1  in  the ame  eleven  children,  ton  ol  whom  an* 

living,   unmet;       Si     nn.  Manfred,  Henry,  Dinuthn, 
ton,  Daniel,  Mary.   Union,  Deles  and  <  hnrles. 

Selinn  married  (  liarlcs  Sir I,  of  (Srcenfleld  I'own- 

-lii|.  ■    '  .   I  ii. I.,  and   i  lie}    lun  e  had  one 

i-liilil.   \ l .- 1 1  \    r...  who   i-   dead;    Manfred    married 

hin,  mid  the*,   live  in  Sedgwick   •  ounty, 

the}    have  seven  children,  namely:    Nocey, 

William.    \scl,  Nellie,  Zelln,  and  a  girl  and  boy,  in- 

iinnamed,     I  lenr}    man  ied    Mar}    Moo 
the  same  county,  and   the}  have  three  cliililren 
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married    I  .odeum  Snider,  - 1 1 1 . 1    they    arc   living  in 
v  nl,  (  ounty,  K.'in..  and  have  one  child;   Dan- 
iel   married    Louisa  Carpenter,  who   died,  and  he 
then  mnrried  her  sister  Vita;  the}  now  live  in  Cold- 
\|  ",  i  ii.-i\ .  one  child,  <  lareni  i       Mrs 

Miller  was  n  daughtei  ol  l.occ}  Voting  I  ler 
death.    April  was  n   severe   blow    to  her 

family,  to  whose  members  she  was  greatly  devoted, 

and  they   now  cherish  her  mentor}  with  the  ul -i 

re\  erenee. 

Mr.  Mi  - 1 1 « 1    marriage,  w  hieh   look   | 

April  its   i"    Miss    Hi  li  n    M     I  icld,   n 

daughtei  of  the  late  David  S,  Kield.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  (Wheeler)  Field, 
i-  now  living  in  AVolcottville.  Ind..  at  tin 

\  i'iii\  -nine  yeai"s,      l'o oui  subject  and  his 
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a  large  proportion  of  his  time  has  been  devoted  to 
the  discharge  of  public  duties,  he  lias  continuously 
been  interested  in  farming.  Mr.  Bishop,  in  1874, 
took  the  State  Census  of  the  township  of  Burr  Oak, 
and  in  1880  the  United  States  Census.  Four  years 
later  he  was  again  connected  with  the  taking  of  the 
State  Census. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  L.  and  Mary 
(Carpenter)  Bishop,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  The  father  was 
born  Jan.  17,  1799, and  the  mother  August  5  of  the 
same  year.  Their  family  included  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood,  and  two  sons 
yielded  up  their  lives  upon  tin'  battle-field  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  one  was  killed  during 
the  Kansas  troubles,  supposed  to  have  been  mur- 
dered. 

The  marriage  of  J.  C.  Bishop  and  Miss  Cordelia 
Clark  was  celebrated  in  this  county,  Jan.  11.  1851. 
Mrs.  Bishop  was  born  Nov.  8,  1830,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Margaret  (Whitney)  Clark,  who 
were  native?  of  New  York  State,  and  spent  their 
last  years  in  Michigan  and  New  York.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  two  children  only.  Mr.  Clark  came 
to  Michigan  in  1840,  being  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Burr  Oak  Township.  To  our  subject  and 
his  wife  there  were  born  two  children — Mary  ami 
William  C.  Mr.  Bishop  is  a  member  of  the  Self- 
Protection  Association  of  Burr  Oak  and  vicinity. 
Politically,  he  is  a  warm  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  In  1883  he  took  up  his  residence  .-it 
Burr  Oak,  and  has  now  a  most  pleasant  and  attract- 
ive home  located  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Eagle 
streets. 
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R.  ROBERT  A.  GREEN.  The  subject  of 
llns  personal  history  is  a  homeopathic 
fiX/  physician  and  surgeon,  of  good  repute  and 
enterprise.  He  is  well  esteemed  by  the 
public  at  large  for  his  success  in  his  chosen  field  of 
industry,  and  for  his  unquestioned  ability  and 
accurate  knowledge  of  his  work.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  White  Pigeon. 

The  ancestry  ot  this  gentleman  can  be  traced  back 
to  the  earliest  Colonial  times  of  the  country.  At  a 
time  before  the  colonies  which  compose   the    Union 


had  grown  into  States,  three  brothers,  including  one 
Nathaniel  Green,  came  from  Scotland  to  America, 
and  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  and  it  is  from  one  of 
these  brothers  that  our  subject  has  descended.  Na- 
thaniel Green  went  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  has 
never  been  heard  from,  and  it  is  not  known  if  he 
left  any  posterity  or  not.  The  third  brother  is  sup- 
posed to  have  gone  to  New  York.  The  brother  to 
whom  our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  is  noted  as 
being  the  original  propagator  of  the  famous  apple 
known  as  the  "Rhode  Island  Greening." 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  Green,  was 
born  in  Peru,  Clinton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  pursued  the 
vocations  of  a  tanner,  currier  and  shoemaker.  In 
his  later  years  be  was  a  farmer.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Macedon,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y., 
eighteen  miles  east  of  the  present  city  of  Rochester, 
Dec.  16,  1824,  where  he  lived  with  his  parents,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  and  the  academy  at 
Marion,  N.  Y.  At  an  early  age  he  expressed  a 
desire  to  enter  the  medical  profession,  and  all  his 
studies  were  such  as  to  prepare  him  for  it.  When 
he  was  twenty-four  years  old  he  began  reading 
under  various  preceptors;  to  secure  money,  which 
was  not  plentiful,  to  pay  his  way,  he  worked  by  the 
month  for  farmers  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home, 
devoting  all  his  spare  time  to  his  books.  After 
reading  three  years  in  the  office  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Austin* 
a  noted  lecturer  of  that  time,  then  located  in  Will- 
iamson, Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  practiced  with  him 
for  a  year  and  a  half. 

At  the  end  of  this  time  our  subject  thought  it 
advisable  to  practice  alone,  which  he  did  for  awhile. 
In  December,  I860,  he  came  to  Michigan,  ami 
March  21,  1861,  located  in  White  Pigeon,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  live,  ami  has  built  upa  large 
and  remunerative  practice.  When  he  entered  into 
his  practice  he  did  not  discontinue  his  reading  and 
researches,  but  kept  them  up,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Western  Homeopathic  College  at  Cleve- 
land, in  March,  1858,  whose  diploma  he  holds. 

The  Doctor  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Ann  Jos- 
lin,  Sept.  23,  1846.  She  is  the  daughter  of  George 
Joslin,  now  deceased.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  the 
parents  of  four  children — Marietta.  Ruth  E.,  Burnice 
S.  and  Benjamin  F.  Marietta  is  the  wife  of  William 
A.  Sheap,  of  Tcrre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  is  the  mother  of 
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three   children     Lucy,    Ina    nnrl    Robert;  Ruth    ia 

■    I  lu  Lull     \  i  ik. hi,  :iinl    n  —  i ■  rood, 
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William  L.  Stoughton,  who  subsequently  went  into 
the  army  and  became  a  General,  leaving  our  sub- 
ject in  charge  of  his  business.  Mr.  Carpenter  has 
ever  since  been  a  resident  of  this  town,  ami  has 
built  up  a  large  practice. 

January  1.  1863.  our  subject  was  married  in  Cuba, 
111.,  to  Helen  M.  Whitney.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Nathan  B.  and  Esther  Whitney,  then  of  Cuba,  111. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  are  the  parents  of  three 
children — Form  II..  Ella  L.  and  Carrie  I..  John  is 
Station  Agent  at  Stryker,  Ohio.  All  are  graduates 
of  the  Sturgis  High  School. 

Our  subject  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  mos1  emi- 
nent members  of  the  liar  now  practicing  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  his  profound  knowledge  of  jurispru- 
dence and  his  success  in  the  courts  justifying  this 
belief.  He  has  held  some  of  the  most  responsible 
legal  offices  with  greal  distinction,  lie  was  Cir- 
cuit (  ourt  Commissioner  for  six  years,  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  four  years,  ami  has  held  local 
offices.  He  i-  a  leading  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  ami  has  taken  the  degrees  of  Knight 
Templar  and  of  K.  of  1*. 

Mi.  Carpenter  and  his  excellent  wife  belong  to 
the  Baptist  Church.  In  him  the  Republican  party 
has  a  devoted  adherent,  who  strongly  supports  its 
policy  by  voice  ami  vote. 

■  OIIN  .1.  DAVIS,  st.  Joseph  County  has 
]  within  her  holders  numerous  enterprising: 
men.  who  in  an  early  day  came  in  to 
/'  "lengthen  her  cords  and  strengthen  her 
stakes."  and  prominent  among  them  is  found  the 
name  of  the  subjed  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  a 
resident  of  White  Pigeon,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
business  as  a  grain  and  produce  dealer.  He  was 
horn  in  Marbletown.  LTster  Co.,  X.  Y.,  July  is. 
I81G.  Ilis  father.  Jacob  Davis,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  county,  ami  was  a  descendant  from  a 
well-known  Holland  family.  The  mother  was 
Cornelia  Tack,  who  was  also   a   native   of  Ulster 

County.      They    were  the  parents  of   four  children. 

of  which  number  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor. 
The  father  and  two  of  the  sisters.  Sarah  A.  and 
Margarel  A.,  died   in  September,  183H.     The  third 


9J 


sister,  Mary,  was  married  to  Cornelius  C.  New- 
kirk,  and  at  her  death  was  the  mother  of  four 
children:  Cornelius;  Sarah,  who  is  Mrs.  Besel,  and 
resides  in  LaCrosse,  Wis.;  Emma  and  Mary.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  some  time  in  the  seven- 
ties, over  eighty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Davis  married  Louisa  Kerr  in  September, 
1841.  she  was  a  daughter  of  John  Kerr.  Her 
father  is  now  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  llevlett  .1.  Davis,  now  the 
trusted  agent  of  the  United  States  Express  Company 
at  South  Bend,  hid.  He  married  Miss  Lottie 
Rhoades,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children:  Charlie. 
Gail  and  Lorene.  Mrs.  Davis  died  in  1846.  Mr. 
Davis  married  Mary  Bowman  in  October,  1852.  She 
i^  a  daughter  of  John  Bowman,  a  native  of  York- 
shire. England,  where  he  died.  After  his  death 
the  mother  emigrated  with   her  family  to  America. 

<  »ui  subject  and  his  second  wife  were  the  parents 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Nettie,  Sarah  C  Emma  M.  and 
John  . I..  Jr.  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Hotchin, 
ami  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  Jennie;  they  reside 
ill  White  Pigeon.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  .1.  Weslej 
Siegel,  ami  resides  in  Three  Rivers.  Mich.:  Emma 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Tracy ;  she  is  the  mother 
of  one  child.  Anna  Marhea:  they  reside  in  Sturgis, 
Mich.      After    a     long  and     tedious    illness,    which 

she  bore  with  remarkable  fortitude.  Mrs.  Davis 
died  in  January.  1868. 

One  year  prior  to  the  death  of  his  wife  our 
subject  sold  his  farm  ami  engaged  in  his  present 
business,  which  he  has  zealously  prosecuted  up  to 
this  time.  lie  is  widely  known  as  an  honest. 
straightforward  man.  and  is  a  splendid  example 
of  what  may  he  accomplished  by  energy  and  close 
application  to  business.  He  may  well  consider 
himself  one  among  the  pioneers  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  opening  to  civilization  and  bring- 
ing to  its  present  high  state  of  advancement  the 
original  wild  country  comprised  within  the  bor- 
ders of  this  county.  Coming  here  in  1836  he 
Settled  on  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  town,  which  at 
that  time  was  the  only  trading-post  within  the 
county.  A  larger  amount  of  business  was  done 
then  than  now,  as  all  trading  was  concentrated  at 
this    point.     One   firm.  Kellog  &   Bros.,  employed 
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menl  of  the  scl Is  of  that  place,  remaining  there 

three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  organized  a  High 
School  in  Mongo  thai  was  second  to  none  in  that 
part  of  the  State,  and  that  his  successful  labors 
were  appreciated  is  amply  shown  by  his  having 
received  a  call  for  two  consecutive  seasons  to  take 
the  principalship  of  Hie  summer  Normal  Institute, 
held  at  the  county  sea',.  In  L880  the  Professor 
accepted  the  principalship  of  the  Sturgis  schools. 
but  after  teaching  one  year  was  promoted  to  the 
superintendency  of  the  city  schools,  an  office  in 
which  he  served  with  signal  ability  until  Css7. 
when  he  resigned  to  accept  his  present  position  as 
County  Superintendent  of  Schools.  During  his 
professional  career  the  Superintendent  has  taught 
in  all  grades,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest,  and 
the  experience  thus  gained,  and  the  knowledge  of 
what  a  school  ought  to  he.  has  well  titted  him  for 
his  present  duties.  Being  a  gentleman  of  polish 
and  culture,  an  excellent  orgauizer,  and  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  most  approved  Normal  meth- 
od- in  use.  he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation  a-  a 
scholar,  an  educator,  and  supervisor,  and  his  man- 
agemenl  of  the  county  schools  is  above  criticism. 

Prof.  Osbon  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Sturgis, 
Sept.  24,  1869,  to  Miss  Adaline  ('..  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Philippine  (Schoneberger)  Negle, 
both  natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Osbon  was  born 
in  Europe  in   1*  19. 
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RANK  \V.  NORTHROP.  The  present  com- 
mercial importance  and  prosperity  of  White 
Pigeon  are  unquestionably  due  to  the  wis- 
dom, foresighl  and  enterprise  of  her  merchants,and  it 
i-  .i  fit-ting  tribute  to  those  who  have  so  honorably 
distinguished  themselves  in  the   commercial  arena, 

their     names    and     successful    career  should  he 

commemorated  among  those  of  the  leading  men  in 
all  branches  of  commerce.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of 
consideration  that  nearly  all  of  our  prominent 
business  men  have  struggled  up  to  their  command- 
ins;  positions  and  foremosl  places  in  business  from 
a  dark  obscurity.  As  a  representative  of  this  class 
we  present  the  following  brief  outline  of  one  who 
has  won,  unaided,  the  leading  position  he  holds  to- 


day  among  the  merchants  of  this  city,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  hardware,  stoves  and  tin- 
ware, as  well  as  in  all  the  late  improved  agricult- 
ural implements. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Warrensville, 
Cuyahoga  Co..  Ohio.  Sept.  5,  1856.  He  is  the 
son  of  Charles  II.  Northrop.  The  father  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  one  of  five  brothers  who  came  to 
America  from  Wale-  a'  a  very  early  day.  They 
■nv     noted    for    their    longevity.      His    mother    was 

Caroline  (Smith)  Northrop;  she  died  in  lAi>6. 
After  her  death  Frank  lived  anion-  strangers, 
being  obliged  virtually  to  support  himself.  lie 
learned  the  tinner's  trade  with  George  Claar  at 
Berrien  Springs.  Mich.,  where  he  went  to  work 
when  he  was  seventeen  years  old.  After  he  had 
completed  his  apprenticeship  he  came  to  While 
Pigeon  in  .lime.  1*77.  ami  worked  for  six  years  for 
J.  R.  Watson  A:  Bro.  After  he  had  worked  three 
years  for  Messrs.  Watson  he  went,  in  the  fall  of 
1880,  to  Michigan  City.  Ind.;  in  the  spring  of  bs<s:> 

he  returned,  and  again  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Messrs.  Watson,  where  he  remained  three  years 
h  mger. 

our  subject  bought  his  present  store  building 
Feb.  1.  1886,  and  established  his  present  flourishing 
business  on  the  slender  capital  of  $600.  By  close 
attention  and  his  strict,  unswerving  integrity  he 
has  been  prospered,  so  that  now  he  carries  a  stock 
worth  $3,000,  and  transacts  a  business  the  sales 
from  which  exceed  $15,000  per  annum.  No 
merchant  in  tin-  city  stands  higher  in  reputation, 
or  has  higher  rating  of  credit,  compared  with  the 
amount  of  capital  invested,  than  Mr.  Northrop. 
When  he  began  business  for  himself  he  knew  that 
if  success  attended  the  venture  there  was  but  one 
hm\  to  make  it  so.  and  that  way  was  to  adopt  as  a 
rule  of  action  in  all  cases  absolute  truth  ami 
honesty.  These  principle-  he  has  made  his  guide, 
and  the  results  obtained  prove  conclusively  that 
his  line  of  reasi  ming  is  correct. 

.Mr.  Northrop  was  married  to  Miss  Katie  Mai- 
shall.  Mayo,  1880.  she  i-  the  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham S.  Mar-hall,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
Mottville  Township.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  children.  Alene  ami  Harry,  both  very 
bright     and     intelligent     children,  who  hid  fair  in 
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interests  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Foust  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Reform  Church.  Both  her- 
self ami  husband  are  prominent  in  local  society 
and  are  gladly  welcomed  to  the  best  circles  thereof . 
They  are  identified  with  the  various  interests  and 
projects  that  have  been  formed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community  and  advancement  of  its  surround- 
ings. As  regards  honor  and  social  virtue,  they 
occupy  as  high  a  place  as  any  in  the  county. 

EWIS  RHOADES.  Among  the  prominent, 
successful  and  enterprising  men  residing 
within  the  limits  of  this  county,  there  are 
none  more  favorably  and  well  known  than  our  sub- 
ject. He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  from 
the  earliest  Territorial  days,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
buying  grain  and  stock  in  White  Pigeon.  He  was 
born  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  Nov.  26,  1820, 
and  is  the  son  of  Orrin  Rhoades,  a  native  of  Gen- 
esee County.  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  Monroe  County, 
Mich.,  in  L795.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
which  pursuit  he  followed  on  a  well-located  farm 
two  miles  cast  of  White  Pigeon,  where  lie  lived 
until  Fell.  22,  1832,  the  day  of  his  death.  He  took 
an  active  part  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Lucretia  (Lewi?) 
Rhoades.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Sila>  Lewi-,  oue 
of  the  early  settlers  of  .Monroe  County.  The  par- 
ents reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  who  were 
named:  Rebecca  (Murray),  Ernina  (Russell),  Cy- 
rene  (Reynolds),  Clarissa  (Creelman),  Orrin,  Lou- 
isa, and  Lucretia,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who 
died  in  1860.  The  uncle  of  our  subject,  Silas 
Lewis,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest  son  and  third  child  in  his  father's 
family.  In  his  earlier  years  he  attended  the  -ul>- 
scription  schools  that  were  taught  in  the  log  cabins 
of  the  time. 

Our  subject  and  Sarah  Runyan  were  married 
April  4.  1814.  she  is  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Phil- 
lip E.  and  Priscilla  (Brush)  Runyan.  Her  parents 
came  to  this  county  from  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  is:;;,, 
and  settled  in  White  Pigeon  Township.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Geneva,  N.  V..  and  she  was  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.   Her 


sister  Priscilla,  now  Mrs.  Barker,  and  her  brothers 
Casper  and  Phillip,  all  live  in  this  township.  Her 
father  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1842  to  the  Legis- 
lature, which  then  met  in  Detroit.  In  his  journey 
to  that  city-  he  was  five  days  on  the  way.  A  por- 
tion of  the  distance  was  by  stage,  another  portion 
of  it  was  made  on  a  freight  train,  which  traveled  at 
the  rate  of  two  miles  per  hour,  and  a  portion  was 
made  by  a  lumber  wagon. 

When  our  subject  came  to  this  county  it  was  in 
a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen.  They  followed  the  old 
Detroit  and  Chicago  Indian  trail.  When  they  ar- 
rived where  they  now  live  there  was  but  one  house 
where  the  town  of  White  Pigeon  now  stands.  In 
the  year  1830  the  town  began  growing,  until  it  has 
reached  its  present  fair  proportions.  The  nearest 
point  at  which  they  could  secure  flour  or  meal  was 
the  mill  at  Niles;  the  first  corn  cracker  in  this 
county  was  built  in  Constantine,  in  the  fall  of  1830. 
It  was  operated  by  water  power,  which  was  applied 
by  a  water-wheel  of  very  primitive  and  crude  con- 
struction. A  horizontal  shaft  extended  from  the 
mill  over  the  water:  the  outer  end  of  the  shaft  was 
provided  with  paddles,  which  projected  down  into 
and  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  and,  the  current 
pressing  against  the  paddles,  caused  the  shaft  to 
revolve. 

During  these  years  Mr.  Rhoades  became  ac- 
quainted with  many  Indians,  who  at  that  time  were 
very  numerous.  They  caused  no  special  trouble, 
excepting  that  arising  from  the  natural  proclivity 
of  an  Indian  to  steal  anything  that  is  loose,  although 
the  white  settlers  often  became  scared.  Religious 
services  were  held  in  the  private  houses.  The 
building  that  is  now  used  as  a  cart  factory  »:h 
built  in  1833  by  the  Presbyterians,  and  used  by 
them  for  many  years  as  a  church.  The  steeple  on 
this  house  was  the  first  one  built  west  of  Tecumseh. 
The  Srst  school-house  ever  erected  here  was  sold  to 
make  way  for  a  linger  building,  and  was  purchased 
by  Jos.  Cloyes,  our  subject  afterward  purchasing  it. 
and  a  portion  of  the  timbers  he  has  used  in  con- 
structing his  present  barn. 

Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  are  the  parents  of 
three  children — Lottie.  Charley  and  one  dead.  Lot- 
tie i-  now  married  to  Hulett  .1.  Davis,  the  trusted 
agent    of  the    United    States   Express    Company,  at 
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valuable  citizen.  The  two  business  enterprises  re- 
ferred to  in  the  beginning  of  this  sketch  owe  their 
success  to  a  great  extent  to  him.  The  Fanning 
Mill  Company  was  organized  in  1986;  they  have  .1 
series  of  new  and  valuable  patents  on  which  to  base 
their  claim  for  a  share  of  public  patronage.  The 
company  is  doing  a  large  and  inrreasing  business 
and  virtually  lias  no  competition.  The  Cart  Com- 
pany is  doing  an  immense  business,  the  demand  for 
their  goods  exceeding  the  company's  capacity  to 
supply  them. 

Prof.  Plowman  was  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  of  School  Examiners  four  years,  when  lie  was 
unanimously  re-elected,  but  resigned.  He  isa  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  stands  high 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  the  town,  and  in  politics 
he  is  Republican.  Both  himself  and  wife  are  the  life 
and  spirit  of  the  social  circle  in  which  they  move; 
every  proposed  enterprise  having  for  its  purposeany 
good  and  laudable  end  finds  in  them  hearty  support 
and  assistance. 

•  i^Sj^-j  ■ 

AYII)  L.  FLANDERS,  M.  I).,  the  cele- 
brated   physician    and    surgeon    of    Stur- 

f^yS     n i > .  is  11 riginal  inventor  and  proprietor 

of  Flanders'  I  >iffusible  Tonic,  a  well-known 
and  valuable  remedy  for  typhoid  fever,  it  being  the 
only  positive  cure  for  that  dread  disease  ever  dis- 
covered, and  it  has  also  proved  an  absolute  cure 
in  every  case  of  yellow  fever  to  which  it  has  been 
applied. 

Dr.  Flanders  isa  native  of  New  Hampshire,  born 
in  Coos  County.  Feb.  25,  1824.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Ezekiel  Flanders,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  having  enlisted  when  only 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  served  eighl  years.  Francis 
Flanders,  deceased,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
inherited  a  patriotic  spirit  from  his  progenitor,  and 
fought  for  the  defense  of  hi-  count  ry  in  the  War  of 
1812.  lie  moved  with  his  family  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  New  York  in  1828  and  settled  in  Ontario 
County,  where  he  lived  tor  many  years.  For  further 
parental  history  see  sketch  of  the  Hon.  .1.  \V. 
Flanders,  brother  of  our  subject. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  lour  years  of  age  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  New  York,  where  he 


was  educated,  attending  fust  the  district  schools  of 
( 'anandaigua,  and  subsequently  supplementing  that 
education  at  the  academy.  In  1841  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Michigan,  where  he  continued  his 
education  still  further,  and  in  1859  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Newberg,  Cass  County, 
remaining  there  four  years.  In  1863  Dr.  Flanders 
moved  to  Mottville.  St.  Joseph  County,  and  after 
practicing  his  profession  there  for  five  years,  came 
to  Sturgis,  and  remained  here  until  1871.  The 
ensuing  two  years  he  spent  in  Vandalia,  Cass 
County,  returning  thence  to  Sturgis.  In  1*77. 
desiring  a  new  field  of  labor,  our  subject  moved  to 
Iowa,  and  established  himself  as  a  practitioner  in 
Maquoketa,  where  he  met  with  much  success, 
lie-ides  attending  to  his  professional  duties.  Dr. 
Flanders  continued  his  experimental  work,  which 
he  had  commenced  while  in  Michigan,  and  after 
many  years  of  trial  he  has  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing a  compound  which  is  an  absolute  cure  for 
typhoid  or  yellow  fever,  having  been  used  with 
complete  success  in  over  500  cases  of  the  former, 
and  proved  an  infallible  remedy  in  every  febrile 
disease  in  which  it  has  been  tried.  In  October. 
1888,  during  the  presence  of  yellow  fever  in  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  Dr.  Flanders  visited  the  afflicted  city 
and  used  his  medicine  with  most  beneficial  results. 
curing  every  patient  that  tried  his  tonic.  In  1886 
Dr.  Flanders  returned  from  Iowa  to  Sturgis,  and 
in  March.  I  888,  under  the  laws  of  Michigan,  formed 
a  stock  company  for  the  manufacture  of  his 
medicine,  which  is  in  great  demand  among  those 
who  are  aware  of  its  efficacy,  and  the  company  is 
doing  a  prosperous   business. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Flanders  with  Miss  Julia 
A.  (handler  was  solemnized  at  Maquoketa,  Iowa, 
June  II.  1852.  .Mrs.  Flanders  is  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  Samuel  <  handler,  a  patriot  who  served  in  the 
War  of  1*12.  and  afterward,  during  the  Canadian 
rebellion,  was  taken  prisoner  in  Canada  and  con- 
demned. His  sentence  was,  however,  commuted 
to  banishment  to  Van  hit-men's  Land,  but  after 
living  there  two  years,  he  escaped  iii  a  Yankee 
whaling  vessel,  and  again  became  an  honored 
resident  of  the  United  States.  He  was  at  one  time 
possessed  Of  much  wealth,  but  subsequently  lost 
nearly  all  his  property.      To  Dr.  anil  .Mrs.  Flanders 
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afterward  bought  the  latter's  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness and  the  building  in  which  he  conducts  it. 

Mr.  Frank  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie 
Meyers  Dec.  14,  1879.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Meyers,  formerly  the  largesl  clothing  merchant  in 
Goshen,  Ind.Mrs.  Frank  was  born  in  Albany,  N.Y., 
Dec.  4.  1860. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  have  three  bright  and 
interesting  children,  Harry,  Hattie  and  Belle,  and 
theirs  is  an  attractive,  happy   home. 

Our  subject  is  a  thorough  business  man.  prompt 
and  systematic  in  his  methods,  and  always  dealing 
squarely.  His  whole-souled  generosity,  his  courteous 
and  obliging  manners,  and  his  attempts  to  entertain 
and  satisfy  his  customers,  render  him  a  general 
favorite.  He  is  a  member  of  the  1.  <  >.  <  >.  F.  and  of 
the  I.  <  >.  11.  B.,  the  latter  being  a  benevolent   insti- 


tution. 
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EKJAMIN  F.  FIELDHOUSE  is  a  prosper- 
ous liveryman  and  grain  dealer,  residing  in 
White  Pigeon,  where  he  is  doinga  thriving 
business.  He  is  a  native  of  this  count}',  in 
which  he  was  born  Sept.  1  1.  1839.  lie  is  the  son 
of  William  Fieldhouse,  a  native  of  Yorkshire. 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  1835,  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  White  Pigeon, where  he  lived  until 
the  spring  of  18-10.  when  he  bought  a  farm  two 
miles  south  of  town  and  moved  to  and  operated  it 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  strong  Union 
man  during  the  war.  anil  was  a  stanch  Republican, 
lie  was  a  conscientious  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Second  Advent,  lie  died  in  the 
village,  March  30,  1882. 

Our  subject  resided  on  the  farm  with  his  father. 
and  obtained  his  education  by  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  academy  in  White  Pigeon. 
He  has  been  very  prosperous  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions, and  has  become  the  owner  of  140  acres  of 
well-improved  land,  which  at  this  time  is  leased. 
He  followed  farming  and  stock-raising  until  1886; 
he  has  been  a  resident  in  the  town  for  the  past  nine 
years.  The  time  since  1886  has  been  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  his  livery  and  grain  business,  and  both 
his  business  ventures  have  proved  very  successful. 


When  he  began  buying  stock  for  shipment  there 
was  a  very  poor  market  at  White  Pigeon  for  stock 
of  an\  description,  but  owing  to  his  efforts  and 
square,  straightforward  manner  of  transacting 
business,  he  made  the  market  of  the  town  the  best 
for  many  miles  around. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  town,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
all  matters  pertainingto  the  prosperity  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Swartz,  Feb. 
2,  1865;  this  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Solomon  Swartz. 
of  Faiibury.  Jefferson  Co.,  Neb.  Mr.  Field- 
house    and    his   g 1   wife   are   the  parents  of    two 

children,  one  of  whom  is  living,  Flora  F..  who  is 
now  teaching  in  the  White  Pigeon  city  schools  and 
is  very  successful  in  her  chosen  profession.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  has 
been  a  Trustee  of  the  society  for  many  years,  was  a 
Deacon  for  some  time,  but  resigned;  he  is  now 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  is  a 
strong  temperance  man,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  all  religious  and  moral  work. 

Mr.  Fieldhouse  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  the  past  five  years.  With  this  exception 
he  has  steadily  refused  to  accept  any  position  of 
official  trust  at  the  hands  of  his  neighbors,  although 
repeatedly  requested  to  do  so.  All  his  life  he  has 
taken  a  great  interest  in  educational  matters.  He 
is  public  spirited,  and  is  foremost  among  his  neigh- 
bors in  all  plans  designed  to  bestow  any  lasting 
benefil  on  the  people  about  him. 
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t-  L'GHES  FOLWELL.  Of  the  number  of  men 
who  have  contributed  largely  to  the  ma- 
terial wealth  and  prosperity  of  White 
(§g)J  Pigeon,  the  subjeel  of  our  sketch  has  not 
done  the  least.  He  has  been  a  resident  for  several 
years,  and  has  conducted  his  business,  that  of  gen- 
eral blacksmithing,  with  great  benefit  to  the  town 
and  prosperity  to  himself,  lie  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Davenport)  Folwcll.  The  father 
was  of  Welsh  ancestry,  and  is  now  deceased;  the 
mother  was  of  English  descent,  and  our  subject,  in 
hi-  characteristics  and    peculiarities,   possesses  the 
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when  he  was  verj    young,   lifter   which   he  bad    to 
work  hard  to  assist  in  ili«'  support  <>i  tbe  family. 
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v.       o    |824,  in   whii  lie  lived   until   be 

ed  in-  in  i  jority.     I  luring  the  • 

his  hoy  I I  he  devoted   what   time  he  could 

from  bis  work  to  securing   an   education,  and   l'_v 

ilini   of   hard    stud)    and    cbosi    application  to  his 

.  and  an  unalternble  determination  tosui 

l'  ol    m-i  ruel  ion    in   i  he    Vermillion 
i  I  ille,  i  Hiii  this  he  went 

to   1  ■       nt j ,    lnd„    in     \  pril,    1 85 1 ;    he 

worked  al  bis  trade  <>r  blacksmil Inn 
Count}   for  two  and  one-half  years,      \t  the  end  of 
thai  time  he  removed  to  I. mum.  in  tin  same  county, 
living  there  until  1807.     He  learned  his  trade  in  a 

countr)  shop  in  his  nal i\ intj . 

Mr,    b'olwell  came  t"  White   Pigeon    March    12, 
and  mi.  t  lii>  business,  which  hi 

• .  tbe  preseul  time.     I  le  was  mar- 
to  Mai  \   l     l'..  tini  tt,  n  daughter 
ol    Vquilln  Dennett.     Her  father  is  no^  dead,  Thej 
the  parents   of   two  children     Rufus  II.    and 
'  I        llufus  married    Anna   Belle  <  nseman;  he 

i.h  operator  and  Station    Vgcnt    for  tbe 
Shore  A  Michignn   Southern   Railroad,  Kala- 
mazoo    branch,    at    Flowerfleld,    in    1 1  •  i ~    county, 
'  i-   now    the    n  ifi  I  bn  i'l     \.    I 

in. hi. I,    wl  present   Superintendent    of    the 

eitj    schools  in  Chariot  n   •  o„   Mich.;   she 

is  the  mother  ol  son,  (Iarrj   I'...  who  is  n  verj 

bright  Im,\  .  four  \  ears  old.      Before    her    mat 

she  was  n  prominent  and  ver_>  su —  t  u  1  teacher  in 

w    [te  Pigeon  and  BlissHeld,  M  icb. 

I    in    teaching   :it    present,    as  her  household 
duties  oecupy  her  lime  to  il  cut. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  ed  in 

i  he  Masonic  frati  i  nil  \  .Hi  I  w  i  1 1  ■  the 

( 'olumbifl  ( 'ommander        -  a  memb 

the  \.  i    A    \    m         u 

i    the   lodge   for  some   time,   and   hi 
mN,,  held  other  important  offices  in   the  lo 

Mr.  Folwell  is  one  of  those  enterprising,  indus- 
trious, and  :ii  the  same  time  unassuming  men, 
possess    an    inherent  .    which, 

without  anj  great  amount    of   loud   talkii 


<   which   ' 

■  .I  with    i  g 1    i 

In-  maintains  bj    leading  a  life 

I  le  .  ..nil. 

■ 

-.  but  when  bi 

U| n\  sub  hi  uniil    . 

sons  foi  a  elm  Although 

i    n    ■  om|iai  nti> vly     lnuni.li-    t. 
inflm  his    life  and  exampli  •  libly 

stamped  on  the  histor)  of  the  town,     II. 

isant.  comfortable  home,  nicch  furnis 
ii  is  the  al  -  intent  men!  and  pi 

^'-'•ii-:."  . 


RS.  CLARA  B.  (J  \i:i>\l  I;       [I 

much  i'l'  i  in  this  B r  u-im- 

1        i   Album  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  this 
timable  lady.  sli<-  owns  and  occupies 
handsomi  H  i\(il 

for  more  than  twent 

mil   her,  called   forth   by  her  man}    _ 
qualities  "f  bead  and  In 

Our  subject    was   born    in  the  town  of   B 
JC.  Y.,  March  18,  1818.     II. 
■  I  Ii.  and   S  ' 

Springfield,  Mass.      I  hi 
after  in  ni    in    ii 

brought    their    family    to  Michigan,   and 

ship  «>f  Sherwood.     Tl  n,  of 

whom    "in     subject    '■ 

birth. 

\|  i  -   Gardnei  |    --•  d    ei  prirlhood   iiv 
S 
companicd  hei  the 

\t   ili.it  time  S 
Mich 
from 

settli  ni"  in  to  affect  tin 

of    tbe  '-"tinti  m    the    prin 

populoi 

it   withii 
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remembrance  and  in  part  under  her  observation. 
On  tlie  28th  of  June,  1841,  her  union  with  .lames 
Bishop  was  solemnized.  lie  was  the  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Sybil  (Hurd)  Bishop,  and  he  was  born  in 
Dryden,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  27,  1816.  Of 
his  marriage  with  our  subject  four  children  were 
born,  three  of  whom  are  living — Charles,  Dellie 
and  Jessie.  Olney  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years;  he  married  Effie  Ferguson,  and 
thej  had  one  child,  Clara,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Howe, 
of  Lapeer  County,  Mich.;  Charles,  a  merchant, 
grain  and  live-stock  dealer,  of  Buchanan,  .Mich., 
married  Delia  Long,  and  they  have  one  son.  John; 
Dellie  married  Frank  McCrary,  of  Chicago,  and 
they  have  one  child.  Zora;  Jessie  married  Fred 
\V.  Shoecraft.  the  leader  of  the  Sturgis  hand. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  smitten  with  the  gold  fever,  and 
bidding  farewell  to  his  little  family,  he  stalled  for 
California  overland  with  the  last  ox-team  train 
that  crossed  the  plains  in  1849.  He  remained  in 
the  gold  diggings  until  the  fall  of  1851,  meeting 

with  fair  success,  and  then  retraced  his  steps  over 
the  long  and  lonely  waj  thai  separated  him  from 
his  wife  and  children,  with  whom  he  was  anxious 
to  lie  reunited.  ( >n  the  way  out  to  the  Pacific 
(oast  his  .party  had  been  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
and  two  of  his  comrades  were  killed.  Mr.  Bishop 
ua^  wounded  by  a  gunshot  in  the  leg,  and  the  ball 
remained  in  thai  limb  until  his  death.  After  his 
decease  our  subject  had  his  remains  disinterred  and 
brought  to  Sturgis  for  burial,  and  the  ball  was 
found  among  his  hones,  and  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  son  Charles.  In  the  spring  of  1852  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bishop  removed  to  Leonidas  Township, 
this  county,  and  there   Mr.  Bishop  died  in    1S(!7. 

In  18(!s  Mrs.  I'.isli.  >| .  moved  to  Sturuis.  and  has 
ever  since  been  a  resilient  of  this  town.  May  27. 
I  869,  her  marriage  with  Bolser  B.  Gardner  was  con- 
summated. He  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  lie  had 
been  previously  married,  and  had  the  following 
children  by  his  first  wife:  Phoebe,  now  Mrs.  <;il- 
li.'tms;  Peter;  Adaline,  now  Mrs.  Parker;  Loretta, 
now  Mrs.  Cresler;  Sophronia,  now  Mrs.  Smith,  and 
Calvin  B.  Mr.  Gardner  departed  this  life  April 
27.  1879. 

M  rs.  <  Gardner  is  a  woman  of  good  understanding, 
and  is  amply  gifted  with  sound    common  sense  and 


unfailing  judgment.  She  has  the  heart  to  feel  and 
the  hand  to  respond  to  calls  for  aid  from  those  less 
fortunate     than     herself.      She     i-,     liberal     in     her 

religious  views,  holding  to  g I  deeds  rather   than 

to  meaningless  creeds  for  her  salvation. 


=£=- 


//fief  HARLES  J.  LOCKWOOD.     The  subject  of 
(ft  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  township  of  Burr 

^^r/  Oak,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  May  18,  1863. 
His  father,  John  M.  Lockwood,  was  born  at  St. 
Albans,  Vt.,  Sept.  27,  1*27,  and  moved  with  his 
parents  to  the  State  of  Indiana  in  early  boyhood. 
He  received  a  common-school  education,  and  sub- 
sequently came  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  mar- 
ried Julia  Moe.  daughter  of  ('apt.  Charles  Moe,  of 
Fawn  River,  in  1853,  soon  after  locating  on  a 
farm  in  the  township  of  Burr  Oak.  where  they  have 
since  resided.  Three  children  blessed  their  union: 
OthoM.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Maranda  J.  and 
Charles  J.  The  latter,  the  subject  of  our  memoir, 
has  distinguished  himself  in  various  ways.  As  a 
school  boy  he  was  bright  and  of  keen  perception, 
and  possessed  the  winning  grace  which  made  him  a 
favorite  with  teachers  and  schoolmates.  He  was  grad- 
uated at  Sturgis  Union  School  in  1881;  then  at- 
tended tin1  Michigan  Military  Academy,  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1882.  Having  acquired  a 
taste  for  military  discipline,  he  presented  himself 
as  a  candidate  for  West  Point  at  a  competitive  ex- 
amination held  in  Kalamazoo,  in  July,  1883,  where 
he  won  the  distinction  over  a  class  of  fourteen 
brilliant  competitors.  Accordingly,  the  following 
June  he  entered  the  United  States  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  anil  by  diligent  application 
did  credit  to  himself  during  the  first  year.  But 
not  all  was  smiles  that  fate  bestowed  upon  him,  for 
he  was  now  doomed  to  disappointment.  His  eyes 
began  to  fail,  ami  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  New 
York  for  treatment;  but  from  constant  strain  they 
refused  to  improve,  and  he  was  forced  to  abandon 
this  project,  the  dream  of  his  life,  for  he  had  built 
great  hopes  of  eminence  upon  completing  the  course 
ami  attaining  a  commission  in  the  Regular  Army. 
With  his  acquittal  at  West  Point  ended  our  sub- 
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Jcct's  sel I  clays.     II'-  '-him-  home  and  engaged  in 

tench  lime,  until  he  assumed  the  responsi- 

•.  itli  the  puhlicat  urn  of  the  M 

-I    |»nrtj    organ  "f    x< 

Joseph  ( '.niiiU  .  hn\  ing   the   Ini  dnti f 

I  which,  by  bis  rl 
mined  nnd  tireless  efforts,  is  rapidly  L'i"»n 
popularity . 

Mr.  Lockw I  i-  bearl  and  soul  'i   De rat,  as 

hi-  iii-  father  before  him.     1 1 » •  thoroughly  I"  i 
in    In-    party  and  loves   its   principles,   and    seeks 
through  the  medium  of  his   paper   to   promote  the 
growth   of  the   metho  i  mental    i  * 

in   which   he   so  firmly    adheres.      In  pol 
a    In-   opinions    ore  so  ugh  I   and    bis  counsels 
heeded. 

In  stature  Mr.  L< ick  ■•■  s    feet   inch. 

well  proportioned  and  n  line  figure.  He  is  -till 
unmarried.  s.»  i:ill\ .  he  is  benevolenl  and  fraternal, 
u  devotee  lo  Frei  Mnsonry,  having  studied  its 
teachings  tlie  order  "i    K  nigbl     1 1  inplnr, 

He  is  geninl,  kimll\  and  gracious,  Episcopalian  in 
religion,  and  prncl  ical  In  pn  i 


;  l  FRANKLIN  rHORNTI  IN,  pbysi- 
i  cian.  surgeon  and  druggist,  of  Sturgis,  is 
one  of  the  most  Intelligent  and  enterprising 
business  men  "f  St.  Joseph  <  ounty.  In 
hi-  profession  be  ranks  well,  hi*  -kill  and  thorough 
knowledgi  •  rj  placing  him  in  a  high  pos 

among  hi^  medical  brethren.  He  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  V  ,i  ..  lug.  21,  1850.  His  parents,  the 
late  John  w  .  and  Mai  I  boi  ntoi  . 

born    in   l.-n  I  ngland,  and   -i H'nt   t In- 

earlier  pari   "f  their  lives  in  their  n  ntry, 

In    1846  they    emigrated  to  the  United  v 
settled  in  Buffalo,  where  they  remain 
years.      I?hey  bad  :i  family  "f  eight  children,   Ave 
of   whom    are  now    living,    namely:  Our  sul 
John  \\ ..  "i  l  i  ■ 

\         i         re  of  Prof,  -i    R    i  :  -.  and 

Fanny,  wife  of  Samuel  Johnsoi  .  ol  Mon  -.  III. 
The  subject  "f  our  sketch  moved  » ith  his  pai 
to  Gi  undy  <  'ounty,  III.,  when  a! 
age,  and  there,  in  tin-  town  of  Mori 


in    ll  - 

graduated  from  tin 

•  ii.  III.,   which  was  then 
edui  ■ 

Superintendent  >  in    Illinois.      In 

our  subjei  p  1 1  imilton,  Pn 

'         la,  and  rend  n  C.  F.  B 

.ii  ..f  tin 
ticed   i"! 
pital.     I»r.  Thornton  then  took 
:it  the  Medical  Colli 

from  there   Mm  ch  0  hjeel  did 

wail  Ii  >  ihtaining  his  iliplo  lisli- 

ing  hiiii-.lf  in    Ini-- 

April  '.".  he  fori 1  -i  pai  tnership  witl 

• 
partnership  Dr.  Thornl  re  in 

connection  with  his  profession,  which  he 
mans  ||y,       II.  nnd 

k  t>f  \  all  i  Is,   Including  ■■  fu 

of  drugs,  medii 

wall  papers,  paint  i  n>>- 

ti"H-.  all  Of  "hich  hi 

after  settling  In  S 

I'nil.       S  ! 

office    which    he    held    for    •  ■.   he 

cf  the  Pension  Bureau,  which  place  he  filled   with 

- 
of  1883.     0 

on  of  the  l  Indiana 

Rail"  iy        r. 
duties  nnd  the  care  •<'  I 

I  deal  of  lit- 1 
of  the  Stut  He  now 

publishes    the 

with 

wbicl  ■  the  inti  'he   farn 

the  A  M  \ 

on, 

l  ■  n    with   M  -- 

Ion.  William  Allra  i 

.    11.    l  -  mion 

■ 
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namely:  Allie  L.,  Nellie  M.,  Bernice  M.,  T.  Frank- 
lin. Jr.,  ami  William,  deceased.  Dr.  Thornton  and 
family  occupy  a  leading  social  position  in  their 
community,  and  though  not  an  office-seeker  our 
subject  lends  his  influence  toward  promoting  the 
welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  and  gives  substan- 
tial aid  for  all  beneficial  schemes  for  its  improve- 
ment. 


-<■)= 


4=E>- 


\Y'OSEPH  B.  ZINK,  deceased,  was  for  several 
years  a  well-known  and  highly  respected 
resident  of  Sturgis.  with  whose  stock-raising 
/  and  farming  interests  he  was  actively  identi- 
fied. He  was  a  man  of  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
disposition,  possessing  a  keen  vision  and  good 
business  tact,  and  in  his  various  undertakings  ever 
met  with  substantial  success. 

lie  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  Pa..  March  16, 
1816,  and  was  derived  from  a  notable  Puritan 
ancestry,  lie  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  cele- 
brated Joseph  Zink,  who  was  once  Lord  Chancellor 
of  England,  and  was  afterward  a  passenger  on  the 
"Mayflower,"  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock  in  1620, 
and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  New  Eng- 
land, he  having  fled  to  the  wilds  of  this  then 
almost  unknown  country  for  conscience  sake. 
Our  subject's  father,  Jacob  Zink,  was  a  native 
of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  He  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  county,  and  married  Margaret 
Blackburn,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  They 
spent  the  early  years  of  their  married  life  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  182'J  migrated  thence  to  Steu- 
ben ville,  Ohio,  our  subject,  then  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years,  driving  a  3'oke  of  oxen  all  the  way.  Their 
stay  in  Steubenville  was  short,  as  in  the  same  fall 
they  settled  in  Fredericktown,  Knox  County,  where 
the  father  died  about  184!)  or  1850.  The  mother 
died  in  1  8.'56. 

As  before  mentioned,  our  subject  passed  the  first 
thirteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  State,  and  his 
youth  was  spent  in  Ohio.  He  grew  to  a  vigorous 
manhood,  possessing  a  line  physique,  an  iron  consti- 
tution and  a  strong  will;  and  thus  well  equipped 
for  life's  battles,  he  entered  the  arena  early,  and 
sustained  his  part  honorably  until  death   closed   his 


earthly  career.  While  residing  in  Knox  County, 
Ohio,  Mr.  Zink  engaged  in  freighting  for  several 
years,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  cross  the 
mountains  to  Philadelphia.  Baltimore  and  other 
Eastern  points  with  a  six-horse  team,  and  he  also 
made  many  trips  to  places  on  Lake  Erie.  He 
finally  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  buying 
eighty  acres  of  timbered  land  in  Middlebury 
Township,  Knox  Co,  Ohio,  began  the  hard  task 
of  carving  out  a  home  from  the  wilderness.  In  the 
few  years  that  followed,  by  incessant  labor  and 
through  the  force  of  an  indomitable  will,  he  cleared 
200  acres  from  the  primeval  forests.  In  the 
year  1856  he  began  to  engage  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness very  extensively,  shipping  horses  to  the  East. 
The  following  spring  he  began  to  deal  in  sheep,  cat- 
tle and  hogs,  with  a  partner,  but  after  the  financial 
crash  of  1857  he  conducted  the  business  alone 
until  1801.  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Philip  E.  Frederick,  now  manager  of  the  stock- 
yards of  St.  Louis,  and  during  the  late  war  they 
furnished  5,000  horses  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. In  1862  our  subject  removed  to  Coles 
County,  III.,  and  there  purchased  280  acres 
of  land,  which  he  sold  at  a  good  advance  a 
year  and  a  half  later,  and  then  returned  to 
Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  removed  to  Kan- 
kakee, 111.,  and  from  there  came  to  Sturgis  in 
October  of  the  same  year,  settling  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Fisk  farm.  In  1872  our  subject 
visited  Nodaway  County,  Mo.,  and  coming  back  to 
Michigan  in  the  following  year,  took  up  his  abode 
in  Branch  County.  Early  in  1875  he  returned  to 
this  county,  where  he  resided  until  February,  1879, 
when  he  went  to  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  and  there 
made  bis  home  until  his  death,  Jan.  6,  1886, 
from  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  thus  a  busy  and 
eventful  life  was  rounded  out  and  finished.  During 
its  course  he  had  displayed  those  sterling  traits  of 
character  that  made  him  exemplary  as  a  citizen, 
honorable  as  a  man,  kind  as  a  neighbor,  and  as  a 
husband  and  father,  tenderly  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  family,  and  to  his  beloved  wife,  son  and 
grandchildren  he  left  the  priceless  legacy  of  a  good 
name.  Mr.  Zink  was  brought  up  in  the  Quaker 
faith,  but  never  identified  himself  with  any  church. 
Socially,  he  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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Our  subject  undoubtedly  owed  much  of  bit 
n   life   i,,   in-  ii. -Mr    wife,    »ii".   during  1 1  >•  • 
in  ii  l\  foi ty-si \  \  cai  -  thnl 

tlifullj  afforded  blm  all  the 
assistance    in    hei     po» 

solemnized    Nov,    10,    1840,     Mrs,   /ink'-    mniden 
name    was    Anna    M.   Parker,  find    she   was    born 

March    I,  1820,   in   Ball <■  County,   nine  miles 

south  ol  Baltimore,  Md.,  hei  parents  having  been 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Khultz)  Parker.  <  >i  hei 
marriage  with  oui  subject  one  son-,  Jacob  Black- 
burn, was  born  Sept.  10,  1841.  She  is  now 
spending  her  declining  years  with  him  at  his  i 
nut  home  in  Sturgis,  surrounded   bj  •  aforl 

thai  filial  'li'\ otion  can  de^ 

Jacob  /.ink  assisted  bis  father  in  lii>  stock  I 
•  it  —  for  man}  years,  and  did  much  hard  fai  m  work. 
He   has  been   twice  married.     1 1  i  —   Brsl    man 
which    took    place    Sept    i".    1861.    was  t"    M    - 
l     Strubel,  a  daughter  "i  I  lenrj  and  Harriet 
Strubel.     She  »:i-  bora    in    Ne«    i'oi'k,  nnd    died 

16.  1870,  leaving   t«"  Bons,  William   B 
Prank  D.     The  former  Is  engineer  on  the  w 
-in  (  ,  hi  i  il  I;  ill"  i \  nnd  the  latter  is  fireman  on  the 

M  i .  /ink' nd  n  1871, 

was  i"  Miss  Sarah  A.  Allgire,  a  daughter  of  John 
!•'.  and    >  Mrs.  /ink   »:i- 

born    in     Richland  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  5,    1847. 

his  union   Ave  children   were    born,  nan 
George  P.,  John   M..  Thomas  S.,  Charlii    R.  and 
Mil  \    I        Mr.  and  Mrs   /ink  ai  i 
respected  M  r.  /.ink  is  n  man  of 

inhci  iting   much  "f  his  father's 
ity,  and  in  him  his  i"  i 
employers,  <  hnpmnn  B  I  hicngo,   publ  - 

of  ibis  work,  And  one  of  their  most   able  and   faith- 
ful employ ■-- 


R.    IS  \  \(     I).    HOW  X  l c I »      In   the  i 

of  tlii-  gentleman  we  find  1 1 
more  than  ordinary  in'-  nnd   men- 

tal i  i   man   ol 

tion  and  much  culture,  a  studenl  and  well  informed. 

lie    began    life    on  the  soil  of  the  » > I <  1  Dominion. 

near  the  town  ol   Bath,  n  County,  Va,.  in 


mil. nil   (  i >u ii i  \ .  ( tin.,. 
I 

ied  it  ii  1 1 1  : i  %  -.iii  li  ■ 
the    i 

I  '.in li  I  I.       i...  I  lill 

ill  t«,i  miles  from  his  In 
we  Mm I  him  m  studenl  in  the  Westcn 

.■..in  • 

\  i  :ni  earlj    period  in   his  lift 
I  upon  follow  ing  I 
cine,  and 

I  ir.  1 1    B.    w I.   "i    Win  en,  •  »lii'>.  undi 

insl ruction  be  remained  until  t». 
making  •j<»»{  \  ad  gn  in 

in. ii  I.,  the  I" -i  medical  works  ..■ 
he  repaired  t"  Philadelphia 
medical,  college  there,  which  he  left  in  tin 
ng  to  w  ai  i  en.  In  the  fall  <>f  t 
he  wenl  hack  t«>  '   ■ 

tudies  in  the  same  college  until  March, 
when  he  was  graduated  with  horn 
I  >i     I  toward    returning    now 
-till  further  attention  to  lii-  mi 

being  short   ii « itli  1 1 

but   finally   returning   to  Pi 

his   profession   in   tin 
Pittsburgh.    Hi 
and  remained  there  until   tin 
returning  t<>   the   West,  he  i«M.k  up 
City,   w 

-•lit 
three    j  ears.      Hie    spi  ing    ol    IS 
k\  ille.  i 

nf  1  •  i  —  0|X  ll  In- 

i.'llt. 
I  >l .  1 I..V. 
the  person   of  Miss  Harriet  Chi 
in  l»:in\  ille.  I'm..  June  i 

i 

who 

- 

nl  in 

•  lui-  • 


i^. 


i 


*HI^ 


452 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


of  whom  (1  icil  when  two  years  and  live  months  old. 
Ella  M.  is  engaged  in  the  ministry  of  the  Protestant 
.Methodist  Church,  and  located  at  Lansing;  John 
is  engaged  as  clerk  and  book-keeper  in  a  lumber 
establishment  at  Prescott  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State;  he  has  chosen  the  medical  profession  for 
his  calling,  and  is  at  the  same  time  prosecuting 
his  studies;  Lola,  an  estimable  and  accomplished 
young  lady,  remains  with  her  parents  at  home; 
Childs  Howard,  youngest  child  of  our  subject,  was 
horn  .May  28,  L876,and  he  is  yet  attending  school. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Mary  (Hose)  Howard. the  formers  native  of  York- 
shire. England,  and  the  latter  horn  near  Lath. 
Ya.,  and  both  spent  their  last  years  in  Ohio, 
the  mother  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  and  the 
father  at  the  advanced  ageof  ninety-five.  William 
Howard  emigrated  to  the  United  States  at  an  early 
period  in  his  life,  and  did  good  service  as  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  did  good  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.and  spent  his  last  years  in  Ohio. 
Dr.  Howard  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  since  its  organization  in  1856,  and  both 
h«'  and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  As 
a  practitioner,  our  subject  is  faithful  ami  conscien- 
tious in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  as  a  business 
man,  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations,  and  as  a 
citizen,  he  possesses  those  qualities  most  useful  and 
valuable  in  an  intelligent  community. 


f^/\   IL<>  INGRAHAM,  a  pioneerof  1833,  made 

his  advent  into  Michigan  Territory  when  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years,  having  been  born 
April  29,  LSI  ,s,  in  Vermont.  His  early 
home  was  on  the  shore  of  the  beautiful  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  lint  before  he  was  able  to  appreciate  the  world- 
renowned  scenery  of  that,  region,  circumstances  in- 
duced his  parents  to  change  their  residence  from 
the  Green  Mountain  State  to  Ohio.  They  settled 
in  the  town  of  Madison.  Lake  County,  where  they 
lived  until  coming  to  Michigan  in  thespringof  the 
year  above  mentioned.  Here  they  settled  in  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  the  father  improved  a    farm, 


and  where  the  education  of  our  subject  was  com- 
pleted in  the  common  school.  Upon  -approaching 
manhood  he  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cooper 
trade,  which  he  followed  afterward  in  Flowerfield. 
In  the  spring  of  1844  he,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Alvin,  purchased  the  cradle  manufactory 
of  Ami  Palmer,  which  they  conducted  successfully 
three  years  together,  when  Milo  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  his  brother  in  the  business,  and  has  since 
carried  it  on  himself.  This  has  proved  a  very 
profitable  enterprise,  he  some  years  turning  out  as 
high  as  HOI)  cradles,  which  he  shipped  to  different 
States,  and  which  have  attained  a  wide  reputation 
throughout  the  West. 

Mr.  Ingraham  has  been  a  resident  of  Flowerfield 
Township  for  a  period  of  over  forty  years.  Here 
he  was  first  married,  Aug.  4,  1844,  to  Miss  Jane 
Leonard,  who  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
and  died  at  the  present  homestead  Sept.  14.  1863. 
Mr.  I.  was  married  a  second  time,  Nov.  2,  1867,  to 
Mis.  Ann  (Hair)  Briggs.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire.  England,  May  26,  1830,  whence  she 
came  to  the  United  States  in  iS52.  She  was  first 
married  to  John  E.  Briggs,  who  served  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  died  of  fever  at 
Fairfax  Court  House  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs  were  the  parents  of  the 
following chiidrt  n  :  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  John  Beam, 
and  lives  in  Ho  wards  ville,  Mich.;  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Frank  Poach,  is  a  resident  of  Flowerfield, 
Mich.;  Edward  W.  is  married,  and  engaged  in  the 
Upton  machine  works  at  Port,  Huron,  Mich. 

Our  subject's  children  by  his  first  marriage  were: 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Harrison  Surdam, 
and  they  are  living  in  Western  Oregon;  Isabelle, 
Mrs.  Robert  Pasliby.  is  a  resident  of  Iowa  City, 
Cal.;  Irene  is  the  wife  of  John  E.  Jones,  and  they 
live  in  Iceland.  Ore.;  Cclia  married  Mr.  Mark 
Stoughton,  and  they  are  residents  of  Waverly  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  living  on  a 
farm.  To  our  subject  and  his  present  wife  there 
has  been  born  one  child  only,  a  son,  John  M..  Feb. 
1,  1870.  He  is  a  bright  and  promising  young  man, 
and  has  obtained  a  practical  education  in  the  schools 
of  Flowerfield. 

Daniel  and  Betsey  (Day)  Ingraham,  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  spent 
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the  Insl  years  ol    i  beii  lives  with 

hi,    who   pro>  i  » iili 

tili.'il  care  until  the)  no  i •  req >\  his 

1 1  iniel  Ingraham  de|»ni  ted  1 1 » « —  i 
I B  I...  and  the  faithful  mother  <  > 
tri  re  the  parents  of  nine  chilrlrdn  ind  three 

daughters,  of  wh thei  iring  threesons  and 

two  daughters.     Norman  and   Alvin  have  arrived 

,-u  the  adi  n td   n  i  e  and   - 

,,\  i  n   3  ears    respi  •■  ■  1 1  %  ely  ;    the   I  makes    bis 

Rivers,  ind  thi   Inttei  in  Flowerfleld 

Village.      M  Mrs.  John    Barlo,  is  seventy-six 

.  old,  and  a  resident  ol  Lansing;   Mm  tha  Ann. 

the  wife  of  Joseph  Williams,  lives   in   Iowa.     The 

father  served  as  :>  soldier  in  the  \\  ar  ol    1812,  and 

mi.'  brother  of  our  subj  Jdier 

in  the   late  war.  and  died  al   Three    Rivers    when 

one  years  old,  fi I isease  contracted  n I » i  I » - 

ill    tllr   :u  n,\  . 

'  - 

I   L1US  M.  B  \i;l;i  i\\  S,  n  prominenl  and  pop- 
ular citizeu  of  Si  me  of  tin-  leading 
architects,  contractu)  s  and  builders  in  South- 
ern Michigan.    He  does  a  large  and  extensive 
busim  —  not  only  here  bul  in  otln 
far  wesl   as   Kansas,   he  having   been   the   superin- 
tendent of  building   if  the  r  mi  Hotel  in 
lorin,  thai  State. 
\\  i .  Barrows  is  a  worthy  descendant 
England    families,  and   is  himself  a   native  of   the 
famous  v'             '  onnecticut,  tin  tford 
being  his  birthplace,  and  « li                                ite  of 
bis  birth.     His  father  wns  the  well-known  Dr.  Ashal 
iws,  -i  nal  ive  of   \  ermont.  born  0              1794, 
and  In-  mother  was  Mrs.    Vmeliii  Lamphier.a  i 
,.i    Rhode  Island.      I'o  them  were  horn  six  children, 
of   « hom  "in    suhji  i  i    was   the   foui  th  in   ordi 

irmoved 
land,  Ohio,  and  practiced  medii  ine  there  until  1849. 
be  having  begun  its  practice  in   1825,   while  -till  a 
resident  ol    Vermont,  although  before  thai   he  had 
been      -  nt  in  1 1 1« -  War  <.f  181  2.    He  ' 

young  then,  nol  having  attained  his  majority.      In 
1849  lif  removed   with   his   family    i"  near  Grand 
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Rapid 

the  cil  \ .  «  li.  n-  in-  spent  i  lie  rcmniiuli 
ll<-  h  -. 

\|       ;   imphicr  was  ■  widow  with  one  child, 
the  fa  .     .1  I;  ii  row  s,  was  •'  »  idowi  i  will 

children  al  their  ui 

The  childl I  of  our  subj 

in  (  li\  eland,  and  in  tin 
preliminary  s  ol   a   lib 

i  .    it    l;   meo.    M  ich  .   put  • 

i - 

bcI I  In-  learned  the  carpeiiU  .  and  then 

quired  :i  g I  knowledge  of  the  cabinet-ma 

trade.     I  le  became  a   cil  iz<  Is  in 

■ ' ition   for  the  city  ch 
Mini  voted  mi   it-   adoption,     He   tb<  shed 

himself  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  whicl 
In-  has  .-.-ii  i  ied  on  f"i  thi 
iii^  success, and  bj  his  enterprise  and   ind 

iccumulab  tl    si  »m<     pi 
among  the  well-to  -  <  ounty. 

He  cat  S  and  has  made  lii-  home 

here  ■  tough  thr  demands  ••( 

in-—  I  lied   him  to  othei 

the  country.     II*-  I  the  architect  and 

structor  of  the  finest  residents  here,  and  he  built 
Methodist,  ind    Lulln 

ist  "t   the  work  on  the  ireh. 

lb'  l.uilt  the  !•  in  B.  I  Ion    in 

I  ii. I.,  which  is  the  flnesl  <  1  »v « ■  1 1 . 
of    lb  ind     he  Qne 

churches  in  Lii  urch 

in  I.  Iml..    .'i  handsomi    < 

hiteel    and    buildi 
churches  in  otln  r  places  ami  - 
a  handsome  n  for    himself  and    family   in 

lli'll    of 

and  we  may   menl 
hand  carv  ini'  in  bis 

uii  tin 

- 

and  durable  woi  k  Ider. 
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Eliza,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Mary  Hammond. 
She  ua>  In  nil  near  London,  England.  March  7, 
1830.  Their  union  has  been  productive  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  The  eldest, 
Mary,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months:  Anna 
M.,  Frank  R.  and  Charles  V.  Anna,  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  Sturgis,  lives  at  home  with 
her  parents;  she  married  AlvaT.  Cathcart,  and  has 
one  child.  Jay  M.  Frank,  a  photographer  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  married  Abbie  Hanson,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Lulu  G.  and  Raymond;  Charles  is 
also  a  photographer  at  Ft.  Wayne. 

Mr.  Barrows  is  noted  for  his  liberality  and  public 
spirit,  and  any  movement  set  on  foot  for  the  im- 
provement or  advancement  of  the  town  is  sure  to 
receive  his  hearty  support  and  encouragement.  He 
has  long  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs,  has  been  City  Councilman 
for  many  years,  and  was  Chief  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  two  years,  and  is  still  popular  with  its 
members,  lie  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  people  of  social  prominence  in 
this  community.  Although  not  a  church  member 
he  contributes  generously  toward  the  support  of 
the  Gospel  and  i if  benevolent  institutions.  In  his 
political  sentiments  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  pol- 
icy (if  the  Republican  party,  and  supports  it  at  the 
polls. 


<jl7       EYANT   E.    WHITE,  Justice  of  the   Peace, 

I  (^'  re:il-<'^iatc  and  collection  agent,  is  one  of 
J^Yi  the  leading  citizens  of  Sturgis,  and  he  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  various  move- 
ments to  advance  it-  interest  fur  several  years.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  state  of  New  York,  his  birth 
taking  place  in  Genesee  County,  Sept.  26,  L833. 
His  parents.  Ezekiel  and  Clarissa  J.  (Strong)  White, 
were  natives  of  the  same  county,  and  were  there 
reared  and  married.  Three  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  namely:  John,  a  citizen  of  Ottawa, 
Kan.:  Jay.  a  resident  of  Lincoln.  Neb.,  and  our 
subject. 

The  hitter  received  his  education  in  Albion 
College.  .Mich.,  which  well  fitted  him  for  the  busi- 
ness career  which  he  afterward  pursued.  In  the 
fall  Of  1853,  after    leaving    college,    he    accepted   a 

~«i . 


position  as  clerk  in  a  store  in  Hillsdale  County, 
ami  acted  in  that  capacity  for  four  years,  thus  gain- 
ing a  good,  practical  knowledge  of  business  in  all 
of  its  details.  In  18511  he  came  to  Sturgis  and  en- 
gaged  in  general  merchandising  business  on  his 
own  account,  being'engaged  in  that  very  prosper- 
ously for  twenty  years.  He  became  prominently 
identified  with  civic  affairs  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  was  elected  County  Clerk  in  1879.  He  served 
two  terms,  or  four  years,  with  distinction,  and  then 
returned  to  Sturgis,  where  he  has  since  lived,  and 
here  he  has  also  taken  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs,  his  fellow-citizens 
having  a  just  appreciation  of  his  ability  and  worth, 
lie  was  Supervisor  of  the  township  for  three  terms, 
and  held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk  for  four  years, 
and  President  of  the  Village  Board  for  six  terms. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  1885,  and  i-  also  one  of  the  County  Superintend- 
ents of  the  Poor,  lie  is  one  of  the  financiers  of 
the  town,  is  a  Director  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Sturgis,  and  holds  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
stock  in  that  institution.  Mr.  White  is  largely  en- 
gaged in  a  general  collecting  business,  and  sells 
and  transfers  property,  etc.  In  the  perusal  of  this 
short  sketch  it  will  he  seen  that  our  subject  leads  a 
busy  and  varied  life.  His  duties  are  numerous, 
and  he  discharges  them  all.  whether  of  a  public  or 
private  nature,  with  the  same  conscientious  fidelity, 
and  thus  his  fellow-citizens  have  learned  to  confide 
in  him  as  an  honorable  man.  above  reproach.  He 
is  liberal  in  his  donations  for  charitable  or  religious 
objects,  although  not  connected  with  any  church. 
He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
both  of  the  Chapter  and   Encampment. 

Mr.  White  has  been  twice  married.  Hewasfirst 
wedded  to  Miss  Louisa  Buck,  in  December.  1864. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Philip  II.  Buck,  a 
well-known  pioneer  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  our 
subject  owns  the  old  homestead  where  he  settled  in 
the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  this  county. 
Mrs.  White  was  a  lady  of  high  character,  who  pos- 
sessed  many  amiable  qualities  that  endeared  her  to 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  who  mourned  with  the 
bereaved  family  over  her  untimely  death.  Aug.  19, 
1871.  By  that  union  two  children  were  bora, 
Mary  L.  and  Lee  W.     The  former  is  a  pupil  in  the 
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Y  ps  i  |  an  t  i ,    in  d  I 

tending  ><-l l  here      vi      w  bite  w 

bia  present  wife  > 

icth u  I      H-,  in  one  of  tlie  finest  i 
in  I  In-  In"  n.  n  illi  |    ol 

the  1 lei  hostess,    nd  looks  well  after  the  com1 

"■I  her  l so  hold.    Mrs.  Wli 

and  her  maiden  nnine  was  tannic  Hill. 
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BR  \  \|  ll.  \  I  X  ,i;in  i  v       ^mong  the  lead- 
ing men  ol    Mendon  Township  and  SI    .1" 
1    •        County  entire,  there  are  none  held  in 
higher  reaped   than  the  gentleman  whoso 
-i  iinda  al  the  head  of    this  ai  i  icle.     1 1 1  —  i-  :> 
peculiar   character,   strong    in    it-    conviclioi 
right,  a  Christian  although  not  a  member  "f  any 

church,  but  -i  man  sei  king  to  do  i; I  :i-  he  has  op- 

mil} .  in.  eed   or  prejudice.     I lo 

i-  noted  for  bis  liberality  to  the  | r  and   his  con- 

lence 

boa  blessed  him  in  his  labors  through  the  vicissitudes 

•  m^  and  useful  life,  and  he  has    his   reward 

even  hero  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  :ili  who 

knot*  him. 

A  i|   t In-    tow  n  ol 

X,  V.,  our  subject  was  born  March  23,  1824, 
and  is  the  sou  of  William  and  Alche  (Van  Doren) 
V In  .v     Hi-  fatbei    was  born   m        Monmouth, 

V  ■'  .  and  the   raothci    near    l'n  nton,    I 

They  were  reared  and  married  in  NewJersi         \ 
terward,  in  I  822,  they  n  mty, 

V  \ .,  » here  William  \ 

iiii:,  bill  was  '-in  down  in  the  prin f    lit 

abou  \licii  Ins  our  subject,  was  .■<  little 

lad  • 

-  ■■!!  after  the  death  "f   his  father    Abram   II. 
Iiees  was  taken  into  the  bome  of  his  mat* 
grandfather,  William  Van  Doren,  in  the  villa 
rider,  where  hi  .1  until  t- 

i  old       l  ■•  ■  .  di    iding  thai   he  would  I 
become  a  farmer,  he  went   to   live  *itb  ■  mau   by 
the  name  of  David  Relyea,  aboul   Bi  from 


I 

monl  providin 

with  linn  until  twenty-one  yearn  old      Al    tli 

-  ii he  was  to  p 

. 

\ heea  staid  « ith   Mi .   \i>  \\ ca  tht  and 

then  bis  mother  was  mai 

Die  I  and 

clothes  : •  1 1 *  1  1100  w  hen  eight 

would  '•" and  In e  « ah  him. 

•  I. 
In   tin-  -i >i  i ii^   of   1840   the   family  :ill 

M  ichigan,  and  -"j 'ned  in  ■' 

I  oming  to  St.    Joseph    <  it  \ . 

I  mi  .i  ti  -  north  ol 

Mi  ndou  Village.     In  the  • 

mil-  \ Iii  es  i  Iii-  obli 

lii in-  paii  "f  oxen  «"i th 

•     i,  and  in  addition  made  him   n  i 
.-i  i  wo-year-old  beifi  •  -.«  n 

ii  with  « 
Ii i in  .-i  \  ery  flni 

on  his  own  hook  by  building  :i  Lr<»"i  and 

sheds  for  his  cattle  on 

rt  of   his  stepfathei .       I 
planting  ten  a 

Taft.  our  hero  found  work  by  the 
him  with  the  ni  >l  for  fut  u 

sen  by  tin 
in He  thus  pa   I  foi 

summer  he  pul  up 

marsh    hay    t"i    himself,      Durit  r    he 

iit  :i   lot  "f  « i  them  iii 

he  mill,     In   the  >|irn 

i  with  tin 
I       summer  i 
by  the  pu 
in  the  fall  his  moth 

he  purch 


*-« 


I 


.►  \C^ 


458 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


A 


consideration  of  $600,  paying  $300  down  and  giv- 
ing Ins  note  for  the  balance. 

Mr.  Voorhees  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sophia  Taft,  Feb.  27,  1844,  at  her  home  in  Mendon 
Township.  By  the  request  of  llie  parents  of  the 
bride  the  young  people  took  up  their  abode  with 
them  for  a  couple  of  years. 

In  January.  1845,  Mr.  Voorhees  purchased  120 
acres  of  land  on  section  12.  and  in  December.  1846, 
he  moved  with  his  little  family  into  the  house  he 
had  built  on  the  land  he  first  purchased.  In  April, 
1847,  he  added  to  his  real  estate,  securing  eighty 
acres  on  section  11,  for  which  he  paid  8800.  In 
lX-T.i  lie  purchased  another  eighty  acres  on  section 
11,  paying  therefor  ¥000.  That  same  year  he  was 
obliged  to  accept  forty  acres  of  land  in  Kalamazoo 
County  to  -quare  a  debt,  giving  in  addition  to  the 
amount  of  the  sum  due  him  |400.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  he  was. uniformly  prosperous  from  the 
outset,  while  his  industry  and  energy  made  him  the 
object  of  general  interest  and  admiration  in  all 
that  section  of  country. 

Mr.  Voorhees  now  conceived  the  idea  that  lie 
would  like  to  visit  the  Pacific  Slope,  and  accordingly 
sold  a  portion  of  his  land  and  all  of  his  stock.  He 
set  out  on  the  long  journey  early  in  the  spring  of 
1851,  making  his  way  first  by  way  of  New  York- 
City  to  Chagres,  and  then  across  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  in  the  meantime  spending  seven  days  in 
Panama  City,  where  he  met  with  many  curious 
people, 'and  gained  a  good  idea  of  life  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  world.  After  a  voyage  of  twenty-five 
days  on  the  steamer  "Republic"  he  arrived  in  San 
Francisco,  and  went  from  there  to  the  mines  by  wav 
of  Sacramento.  Afterward  he  was  engaged  in  a 
search  for  the  yellow  ore  until  April,  1852.  This 
enterprise  was  attended  with  fair  success,  and  he 
now  returned  home  by  the  Nicaragua  route. 

Soon  after  his  return  the  mother  of  Mr.  Voor- 
hees was  taken  with  fatal  illness,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember. 1852.  His  stepfather  then  insisted  upon  his 
purchasing  the  homestead,  which  he  did,  paying 
then  for  $1,200.  In  the  spring  of  1854  Mr. 
Voorhees  sold  the  seventy  acres  he  had  first  pur- 
chased, and   s< afterward    became   owner  of   the 

farm  upon  which  lie  now  lives,  besides  forty  acres 
one-ha'f    mile   north   of    the  village,    for   which   he 


paid  the  snug  sum  of  $2,300.  In  1  859  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  in  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  for  which  he  paid  $400.  In  1 860  he 
bought  sixty  acres  on  section  2  in  Mendon  Town- 
ship, paying  $600.  In  1868,  in  company  with  A. 
W.  Mating,  he  secured  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
Gilbert  Laird  estate,  for  which  they  paid  $6,000. 
In  1874  he  added  to  his  possessions  by  the  pur- 
chase of  Mr.  Maring's  interest  in  said  estate,  and 
in  the  division  of  the  land  acquired  160  acres  ad- 
ditional on  section  24. 

Mr.  Voorhees'  public  career  began  when  he  was  a 
young  man.  As  early  as  1854  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Mendon  Township,  and  the  year  fol- 
lowing was  elected  Supervisor,  holding  this  office 
until  the  spring  of  1857.  The  year  following  lie 
failed  to  secure  the  nomination,  being  defeated  by 
the  whisky  element.  It  is  proper  to  mention  in 
passing  that  Mr.  Voorhees  is  a  confirmed  temper- 
ance man,  and  has  always  given  his  encouragement 
to  the  Prohibition  sentiment.  In  the  spring  of 
1859  the  anti-whisky  people  rallied  to  the  fray  and 
placed  their  favorite  in  his  old  position.  In  1860 
the  whisky  element  came  uppermost  again,  but  in 
1861  our  subject  weighed  down  the  scales  by  a 
larger  majority  than  ever  before,  ami  retained  peace- 
able possession  of  the  office  a  period  of  three  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  was  appointed  United  States 
Marshal  of  his  district,  also  enrolling  officer  of  the 
township.  The  Cavil  War  being  in  progress  it  be- 
came one  of  the  duties  of  Mr.  Voorhees  to  enroll 
all  the  men  subject  to  a  draft,  notify  them  of  their 
fate,  and  arrest  and  return  deserters.  In  the  various 
discharge  of  these  delicate  and  important  duties  he 
ever  preserved  that  dignity  and  discretion  which 
made  him  perhaps  as  few  enemies  as  any  man  who 
ever  occupied  these  posts. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Voorhees  with  several 
of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances  set  out  once 
more  for  the  farther  West.  Upon  reaching  Ft. 
Laramie,  there  was  made  up  a  train  of  124  wagons, 
manned  by  lis  men  under  command  of  Capt. 
Hulbert,  of  Illinois,  who  appointed  Mr.  Voorheesas 
llis  .Marshal.  The  latter  was  thereafter  in  effect 
Captain,  being  invested  with  full  authority,  with 
power  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  train  by  ad- 
vice of  his  superior,      They  left  the  California  trail 
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company  were  invited  to  attend  a  public  installa- 
tion of  officers,  the  meeting  being  called  to  order 
by  the  Commander  of  the  post,  George  Ford.  Mr. 
Voorhees  was  elected  to  preside  over  the  meeting, 
and  took  his  seat  by  the  side  of  the  Commander; 
the  Chaplain,  Rev.  A.  II.  Wisner,  was  called  upon 
to  deliver  an  address.  In  opening  he  referred  to 
the  trials  and  hardships  of  the  Union  soldiers  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War.  their  sacrifices  and  sufferings, 
and  later  referred  to  the  trouble  in  organizing  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic.  He  spoke  feelingly 
of  Abram  II.  Voorhees  as  the  stanch  friend  of  the 
boys  in  blue  when  others  failed  them,  and  of  the 
deep  satisfaction  it  gave  him  to  bear  testimony  to 
his  services,  and  present  to  this  gentleman  a  slight 
token  of  the  regard  in  which  lie  Mas  held  by  the 
members  of  F.  W.  Curtenius  Post.  He  then  tinned. 
and  taking  in  his  hand  the  beautiful  cane,  pre- 
sented it  formally  to  Mr.  Voorhees.  It  bore  the 
following   inscription  : 

A.  II.  Voorhees, 

from 

F.  W.  Curtenius  Post  No.  193, 

G.  A.  R. 

Dee.    11.    1KK7. 

Mr.  Voorhees  returned  thanks  for  the  handsome 
gift  as  follows:  "  Commander,  officers  and  members 
of  this  Grand  Army  Post,  as  well  as  the  ladies  who 
are  present  witli  you  to-night:  Let  me  say  that  most 
of  you  should  be  well  enough  acquainted  with  me 
by  this  time  to  know  that  I  have  not  words  to  ex- 
press sufficient  thanks  to  you  for  the  honor  that 
you  have  conferred  upon  me  this  evening,  not  only 
by  making  me  presiding  officer  of  this  meeting,  but 
by  the  presentation  to  me  of  this  beautiful  cane, 
tli.it  I  have  just  received  from  the  hands  of  your 
reverend  representative  of  this  evening.  Its  beauty 
of  design,  the  skilled  workmanship  thereon,  the  in- 
trinsic value  it  represents,  together  with  the  knowl- 
edge that  it  is  presented  to  me  by  members  of  the 
Grand  A  tiny  Post,  make  it  of  more  value  to  me 
than  I  shall  ever  be  able  to  repay,  and  of  more 
worth  than  if  it  were  given  to  me  by  a  Prince  or  a 
King. 

••You  say  this  is  given  me  in  appreciation  of  favors 
from  me  to  yon  as  soldiers.  Let  me  say  that  what- 
ever   favor   I   may  have    done    for  you    or   for  any 


other  soldier,  was  nothing  more  than  what  I  con- 
sidered my  duty.  Not  only  that,  but  a  privilege 
and  a  pleasure.  Therefore.  I  think  it  is  you  who 
should  be  the  receiver  of  gifts  and  tokens  of  respect 
and  friendship  instead  of  rne,  for  it  was  the  soldier, 
yes,  it  was  you,  and  not  me,  that  left  your  homes 
and  firesides,  your  families  and  friends,  and  went 
to  the  field  of  battle,  there  fighting  the  insolent  foe 
to  keep  the  union  of  ohi-  United  States  from  being 
dissolved  or  severed  in  twain.  It  was  you,  and  not 
me,  who  marched  over  hill  and  plain,  through  mud 
and  mire,  through  rain  and  sleet,  and  exposed 
yourself  to  rebel  bullets  and  bayonets  to  keep 
our  Government  from  being  destroyed  by  rebel 
or  guerrilla  bands. 

"It  wasyou  and  not  me  who  stood  and  fought  be- 
fore the  rebel  cannon  mouths,  and  might  have  re- 
ceived their  shot  and  shell  as  well  as  did  many  a  com- 
rade by  your  side,  whose  bodies  to-day  lie  buried  in 
unknown  graves  if  buried  at  all,  faraway  from  home 
and  friends.  It  was  the  soldier,  and  not  me,  who 
suffered  untold  agony,  not  only  from  ghastly  wounds 
received  upon  the  field  of  battle,  but  from  sickness 
and  disease,  torture  and  extreme  cruelty,  and  star- 
vation in  rebel  prison  pens,  until  death  came  to 
their  relief.  Many  a  brave  soldier  in  the  pride  of 
his  manhood  laid  down  his  life  that  the  life  of  our 
Constitution  and  Government  should  remain  as  our 
forefathers  bad  willed  it.  Therefore  let  me  say.  that 
it  is  the  soldier  who  should  receive  tokens  and  em- 
blems, not  only  of  respect  and  friendship,  but  of 
gratitude;  but  I  accept  this  gift,  and  will  ever  re- 
gard it  as  a  memento  of  friendship  from  the  Grand 
Army  boys  of  the  F.  W.  Curtenius  Post,  hoping 
that  it  will  prove  as  true  to  ray  support  when  lean- 
ing upon  it  as  I  pass  along  the  pathway  of  old  age. 
as  you  were  true  to  our  Government  when  it  leaned 
upon  you  for  support,  when  its  life  was  assailed  by 
a  rebellious  foe,  and,  while  I  thank  you  over  and 
over  again  for  this  mark  of  your  esteem,  may  I  not. 
sincerely  hope  that  the  friendship  which  now  ex- 
ists may  ever  remain." 

Moses  Taft,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Voorhees.  was 
I... in  in  Mendon,  Mass..  July  8,  17!I2.  In  1816  he 
went  to  Jamestown.  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  married 
Miss  Esther  Staples,  a  native  of  Westmoreland, 
that  State,  and  who  was  horn  Sept.  <>.  1796.      For  a 
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dren.    There  thej    lookup  their  abode,  and  their 
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his  friend  to  pitch  (heir  tents,  ar.d  they  spent  the 
season  there.  They  made  immediate  preparations 
to  prepare  the  land  for  cultivation,  and  our  subject 
turned  the  first  furrow  plowed  on  Sturgis  Prairie. 
and  helped  to  sow  the  fust  wheat  ever  raised  within 
its  precincts.  Mr.  Thurston  and  Mr.  Sturgis  ent 
twenty-five  tons  of  hay  that  same  season,  and  it, 
being  stacked  on  the  closely  cut  stubble,  was  saved 
from  destruction  by  the  fire  that  swept  across  the 
prairie  in  the  fall.  They  started  homeward  on  the 
19th  of  September/and  overtook  the  fire  about  ■> 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  but  for  four  consecutive 
nights  they  were  obliged  to  rest,  and  their  oxen  had 
nothing  to  eat  during  that  time  except  the  grass  in 
the  streams.  After  that  experience  our  subject 
finally  regained  bis  father's  home  in  Wayne  County, 
and  .fudge  Sturgis  his.  For  further  particulars 
concerning  the  latter  see  biography  of  his  son 
Amos  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Later  Mr. 
Thurston  became  a  prominent  member  of  the  farm- 
ing community  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  to  him 
and  men  of  like  energy,  forethought  and  capacity, 
is  the  count}-  greatly  indebted  for  its  high  standing 
as  a  rich  and  prosperous  agricultural  region.  In 
the  first  few  years  of  the  settlement  of  Southern 
Michigan  Mr.  Thurston  greatly  aided  its  upbuild- 
ing, for.  as  was  necessary  in  those  days,  the  early 
pioneers  seemed  banded  together  for  mutual  self- 
helpfulness,  ami  in  five  years  after  coming  here  our 
subject  assisted  in  raising  eighty-six  houses,  some 
of  which  still  stand.  He  helped  to  raise  the  first 
house  in  Kalamazoo  County,  forty  miles  distant, 
that  of  Judge  Harrison,  the  first  settler  in  the 
county.  He  was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  inherited  an 
iron  constitution,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
one  hundred  and  three  years  and  fifteen  days.  Our 
subject  and  his  neighbors  went  over  into  that 
county  where  the  said  house  was  to  be  raised  one 
da)',  did  the  work,  and  returned  the  next  day. 

We  must  now  refer  to  the  birth  and  antecedents 
of  our  subject.  lie  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lisle. 
Broome  Co..  N.  Y.,  April  11.  1808.  He  comes 
from  good  Revolutionary  stock,  his  grandfather. 
Joel  Thurston,  having  been  a  patriotic  soldier  in 
the  Continental  Army  when  the  American  colonists 
were  having  their  great  tight  for  liberty,  and  his 
\  '     son  Joel,  the  eldest  of  bis  eight  sons,  was  likewise 


a  brave  soldier  in  that  conflict.  Samuel  Pi.  Thurs- 
ton, the  father  of  our  subject,  the  youngest  member 
of  his  father's  family,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and  was 
there  married.  His  wife  was  also  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  and  the  firstyears  of  their  wedded 
life  were  passed  in  New  York.  In  the  second  month 
of  the  year  1817,  as  before  mentioned,  they  came 
to  this  State.  From  malaria,  caused  by  the  un- 
drained  swamps,  newly  broken  land,  and  from  other 
causes,  there  was  much  sickness  in  Michigan  in  early 
times,  and  Mr.  Thurston  and  his  family  were  greatly 
afflicted,  his  eldest  daughter  dying  three  months 
after  their  arrival  in  Brownsville,  the  failure  of  his 
wife's  health  and  her  ultimate  death  two  years  later, 
and  his  own  confinement  from  sickness  for  five 
years.  After  the  sad  death  of  1he  good  mother, 
whose  loss  could  never  be  replaced,  the  care  of  his 
father  and  four  small  children  fell  on  our  subject, 
and  nobly  did  he  perforin  the  hard  task  of  attend- 
ing to  their  wants  and  supplying  the  necessaries  of 
life,  working  when  he  was  so  sick  himself  that  he 
could  hardly  stand.  What  education  he  obtained 
he  was  obliged  to  pick  up  the  best  way  lie  could, 
as  his  school  privileges  were  very  limited,  he  hav- 
ing attended  school  only  two  months  when  a  child 
in  his  native  Slate,  as  for  four  years  after  settling 
in  Michigan  no  man  or  woman  could  be  found 
competent  to  take  charge  of  a  school.  In  the  De- 
cember following  his  return  from  Sturgis  Prairie  our 
subject  and  his  brother  Ira  started  for  this  place 
again,  but  when  they  reached  Hillsdale  County  they 
met  a  traveler  who  told  them  that  the  hay  that  he 
(our  subject)  and  the  Judge  had  stacked  on  the 
prairie  had  been  burned  by  the  Indians  and  traders, 
so  he  and  his  brother  concluded  to  stay  where  they 
were  for  awhile,  as  they  could  obtain  employment 
of  Moses  Allen,  then  the  only  settler  in  Hillsdale 
County,  his  place  being  fifty-five  miles  west  of 
Ypsilanti,  and  there  was  no  settlement  between  the 
two  points.  That  winter  they  made  rails  in  snow 
that  was  over  knee  deep,  our  subject  getting  813  a 
month,  and  his  brother  811  a  month.  One  of  our 
subject's  oxen  died  that  winter,  and  he  bought  an- 
other from  Mr.  Allen,  pajing  850  for  it,  Mr. 
Thurston  and  his  brother  put  in  a  crop  of  com  the 
next  spring,  and  then  came  on  foot  to  White  Pigeon, 
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ents  to  Michigan,  and  developed  into  manhood 
amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  In  the  meantime  he  obtained  such  educa- 
tion as  was  given  in  the  public  schools,  and  from 
his  youth  up  has  been  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  In  con- 
nection with  this  be  operated  a  threshing-machine 
for  a  period  of  forty-three  years. 

Sias  Jewell,  the  father  of  our  subject;  also  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Dutchess  County,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
weaver  and  also  shingle-making.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  employed  considerably  in  farming  pur- 
suits, sufficient  to  gain  a  good  idea  of  the  proper 
manner  in  which  to  carry  on  agriculture.  In  the 
fall  of  1832  he  emigrated  westward,  locating  in 
Lockport  Township,  this  county,  and  entered  forty 
acres  of  Government  land,  lie  occupied  this  six 
years,  effecting  considerable  improvement,  then 
sold  out  and  purchased  100  acres  in  the  vicinity  of 
Moorepark  in  Park  Township,  of  which  property 
he  retained  possession  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  1802.  He  had  married  in  early  manhood 
a  French  lady;  she  died  in  the  East  when  a  young 
woman.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Sally  Ann  and  Henry.  The  former  went  West,  and 
nothing  more  is  known  of  her:  Henry  went  North 
after  marriage  with  his  family. 

The  father  of  our  subjeel  after  the  death  of  Iii> 
first  wife  contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Miss 
Charlotte  Davis,  a  native  of  his  own  State,  and  of 
this  union  there  were  horn  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living.  The  eldest,  Mary  Jane,  is  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Sylvester  Wood,  and  they  reside  in  Three 
Rivers:  John  Wesley,  our  subject,  is  the  second 
in  order  of  birth;  the  residence  of  Catherine  is 
unknown  to  our  subject,  and  William  I),  is  carry- 
ing on  farming  in  Allen  County,  Kan.  Mrs.  Char- 
lotte Jewell  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  in 
Lockport  Township,  in  1834.  Sias  Jewell  was  the 
third  time  married,  in  Flowerfield  Township,  to 
Mi-  Polly  Walker. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  first  married  in 
Flowerfield  Town-hip  in  1851,  to  Miss  Clarissa 
Maynard.  a  native  of  New  York  State,  who  only 
survived  a  brief  time  thereafter,  dj'ing  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-two  years.  Gilbert  and  Cyntha 
were  the  two  children  born  by  this  union;  both  are 


dead.  In  the  summer  of  1858  he  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  with  Miss  Lucy  J.  Drown,  daughter 
of  L.  G.  Brown,  the  wedding  taking  place  at,  the 
home  of  the  bride.  This  lady  was  born  in  Park 
Township,  this  county.  Feb.  19,  1839.  Her  mother 
was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Hester  Reigle.  Her  par- 
ent- are  both  living. 

Of  the  second  marriage  of  our  subject  the  follow- 
ing children  were  born,  two  of  whom  are  deceased: 
[sadore  II..  born  Sept.  8,  1859;  Charles,  Jan.  31. 
1862;  Ellen  M..  April  4.  L864;  Ida  May  and  Edith 
Bell,  twin's,  Aug.  31.  1865;  Ida  Flora.  Oct.  20,  1867; 
( >scar,  Sept.  6,  L870;  John.  July  31.  1 872 ;  and  Char- 
lotte, March  1"2.  1875.  Mr.  Jewell,  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  one  who  has 
been  no  unimportant  factor  in  its  growth  and 
development,  is  looked  upon  by  the  people  around 
him  with  that  affectionate  regard  always  due  the 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen  who  has  made  it 
his  business  to  countenance  every  enterprise  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  the  community  at  large.  He  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  James  K.  Polk, 
and  almost  since  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles.  A  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions, frowning  upon  everything  wrong  and  en- 
couraging everything  right,  he  is  one  of  those  who 
has  made  for  himself  a  record  which  will  be  re- 
verted to  in  after  years  with  pride  by  his  descend- 
ants. 

!.  JOHN  P.  WILLIAMS.  Resident  within 
the  borders  of  St.  Joseph  County  there 
are  many  men  whose  names  are  an  honor 
and  eredil  to  its  records,  and  prominent 
among  them  will  be  found  that  of  our  subject.  He 
is  a  well-known  ami  widely  respected  gentleman,  and 
is  noteworthy  not  only  for  his  straightforwardness 
and  honorable  characteristics,  but  for  that  pros- 
perity and  success  which  gild  their  possessor  with 
the  light  of  public  admiration.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons  in  this  part  of  the 
state,  and  resides  in  White  Pigeon,  where  lie  has 
a  large  and  growing  practice,  to  which  he  is  devot- 
ing his  life  and  energy. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Columbiana  County, 
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the  nature  of  bis  employment  requiring  his  pres- 
ence in  several  places,  at  different  times.  In  1852 
he  came  to  White  Pigeon,  where  he  has  lived  ever 
since,  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany until  December,  1884.  He  was  married  in  the 
spring  of  1846  to  Mary  Hetzner;  she  was  a.  native 
of  Germany.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living,  named:  John, 
Mary,  Carrie,  George,  Andrew,  Hattie  and  Emma. 
John  married  Anna  Stewart,  and  resides  in  Chilli- 
cothe.  Mo.,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children — 
Carrie  and  John;  Mary  married  Lewis  Taber,  and 
resides  in  Huntington.  End.,  and  she  is  the  mother 
of  two  children — George  and  John;  Carrie  mar- 
ried Daniel  \V.  Hank,  a  prosperous  baker  and  busi- 
ness man  of  White  Pigeon,  to  whom  no  children 
have  been   born. 

Mrs.  Dider,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  departed 
this  life  Sept.  '-'7.  1885.  She.  her  husband  and  a 
larger  portion  of  the  family,  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Earnest  and  consistent  in  her 
belief,  she  died  with  the  Christian's  hope  of  a 
brighter  and  better  lite  in  the  world  to  come.  Mr. 
Dider  has  earned  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
good  people. 
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/^  IIARLKS  PETTIFERis  a  locomotive  en- 
[{(  n  §Jneer  un  ""'  Kalamazoo  Division  of  the 
^^J?  Lake  Shore  A-  Michigan  Southern  Railroad, 
residing  in  White  Pigeon.  lie  is  a  representative  of 
that  empire  on  which  the  sun  never  sets,  although  for 
many  J  ears  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this,  his  adopted 
country,  and  has  become  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  American  progress.  He  presents  many 
of  the  national  characteristics  of  his  race.  He  came 
to  America  to  procure  a  home,  and.  being  English,  it 
is  needless  to  add  that  he  has  clung  tenaciously  to 
his  purpose,  until  the  object  was  attained  ami  he 
now  owns  a  neat  and  comfortable  home,  of  which 
he  may  justly  feel  proud. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Great  Caybrook,  in 
Leicestershire,  England,  Feb.  1  I.  1840.  His  father. 
Nicholas  Pettifer,  was  a  native  of  Northampton- 
shire, England.  Charles  came  to  America  in 
February,    1886. landing  in    New   York  City.     He 


procured  employment  in  a  machine-shop  in  Brook- 
lyn, L.  I.,  where  he  worked  for  three  months. 
Going  from  there  to  Richmond,  Va.,  for  four 
months  he  was  on  a  plantation  in  Caroline  County. 
From  there  he  went  to  Montreal,  Canada,  where  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway, 
running  a  locomotive  between  Montreal  and  Island 
Pond,  Vt.,  and  Brockville,  Canada.  At  the  end  of 
two  years  he  went  West,  and  was  engineer  in  the 
service  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  from  Omaha 
westward.  After  three  months'  service  there,  he 
came  east  to  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  where  he  was  Act- 
ing Master  Mechanic  on  the  Port  Huron  it  Lake 
Michigan  Railroad,  now  the  Central  &  Grand 
Trunk  Railroad,  where  he  remained  for  six  months. 
He  then  went  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  and  Nov.  10, 
1869,  he  took  charge  of  an  engine  on  the  Lake  Shore 
A-  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  has  been  in 
their  employ  continuously  ever  since. 

When  only  eleven  years  old  our  subject  began 
working  in  a  machine-shop  in  Wolverhampton,  on 
the  Loudon  &  Northwestern  Railroad,  where  he  re- 
mained until  l.S()li.  In  the  autumn  of  1869  he 
came  to  White  Pigeon.  He  was  married.  Nov.  10. 
1861.  to  Sarah  Reeves.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Reeves,  and  he  is  now  deceased.  She  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  who  is  no  longer  living. 
She  died  Jan.  17,1884.  Our  subject  was  married 
again.  Feb.  IK.  1884,  to  Minnie  Klayman.  the 
daughter  of  John  Klayman.  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  vicinity.  This  lady  was  born  in  White 
Pigeon.  Her  father  is  now  dead.  She  is  the  mother 
of  two  children — Edith  J.  and  Charlie.  In  ad- 
dition to  their  own  children  this  worthy  couple 
have  adopted  two  orphans.  Thomas  and  Mary 
Chapel,  now  Pettifer  (by  law),  the  children  of 
Edwin  Chapel.  .Mrs.  Pettifer  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

In  Mr.  Pettifer  the  community  has  a  citizen  who 
is  earnest  and  thorough-going,  devoting  his  time 
to  his  ever  hazardous  calling.  He  belongs  to  a 
sturdy  class  of  men  to  whom  the  country  at  large 
is  greatly  indebted.  They  are  men  who  under  any 
circumstances  and  conditions,  in  fair  weather  or 
foul,  early  and  late,  are  found  at  their  posts,  facing 
danger  and  death  every  moment  of  their  lives 
while  on   duty.      He   pursues  a   vocation    that    de- 
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joining  which  contained  340  acres,  the  manage- 
ment of  which,  in  addition  to  the  home  farm, 
devolves  on  our  subject.  The  entire  tract  of  laud 
under  his  control  is  devoted  to  general  farming,  is 
thoroughly  equipped  with  all  labor-saving  devices, 
and  a  full  complement  of  the  necessary  barns. 
cattle-sheds  and  other  out-buildings  for  the  profita- 
ble conduct  of  the  business. 

From  the  foregoing  sketch  it  is  obvious  that  Mr. 
Sehurtz  lias  always  fully  availed  himself  of  all  the 
privileges  of  instruction  to  which  he  found  access. 
A  distinguishing  characteristic  of  his  is  the  posses- 
sion of  a  great  quickness  of  mind  and  a  talent  to 
grasp  the  details  of  any  matter  or  business  that 
may  claim  his  attention.  He  takes  a  leading  place 
among  the  noble,  high-minded  citizens  of  the 
country,  who  are  foremost  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  educational  and  political  advancement 
and  genera]  welfare  of  the  public  in  the  communi- 
ties where  they  live. 


AXIEL  R.  PARKER,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Sturm's,  is  an  old  and  time-honored  citizen 
of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  member  of  its  farming 
community,  but  in  1884  retired  to  his  present 
home  in  town,  although  he  still  owns  one  of  the  fin- 
est and  best  improved  farms  in  Southern  Michigan. 
His  parents.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Leiser)  Parker, 
were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  this  county. 
and  were  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  their 
day.  Our  subject,  coming  here  with  them  in  1830, 
when  a  bright,  intelligent,  observing  lad  of  twelve 
years,  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  growth  of 
this  and  adjoining  counties  from  the  wilderness 
that  then  prevailed,  and  as  soon  as  he  became  old 
enough  he  shared  the  labors  of  clearing  away  the 
primeval  forests,  draining  the  swamps  and  other- 
wise preparing  the  land  for  cultivation,  and  has 
done  his  part  in  promoting  the  material  prosperity 
and  advancement  of  St.  Joseph  County  to  one  of 
the  richest  and  fairest  agricultural  regions  to  be 
found  in  the  Northwest. 

Mr.  Parker   talks    very   interestingly    concerning 
those  old  pioneer  days,  and  the  hardships  and  trials 


endured  by  the  courageous,  patient,  self-sacrificing 
men  and  women  who  came  here  more  than  half  a 
century  ago.  determined  to.  conquer  the  wilder- 
ness, and  build  up  for  themselves  anil  their  children 
comfortable,  happy  homes.  He  tells  us  also  of  the 
great  and  almost  marvelous  change  that  has  been 
wrought  by  them  and  their  successors  within  the  sixty 
vivos  that  he  has  been  here,  wherein  the  primeval 
forests  have  given  way  before  the  inarch  of  civili- 
zation to  busy  towns  and  thriving  cities,  as  have 
also  the  malarious  swamps  and  wild  prairies,  which 
have  likewise  been  turned  into  smiling  and  pro- 
ductive farms  in  many  places.  Thus  by  the  hand 
of  man  the  very  face  of  Nature  has  been  greatly 
changed.  The  native  tribes  of  the  forest  who  once 
made  their  home  here  were  still  numerous  in  the 
third  decade  of  this  century,  they  not  having  been 
removed  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  there  were 
many  wolves,  deer,  wildcats,  turkeys,  some  bears, 
and  a  panther  was  killed  at  King's  Lake  by  an  In- 
dian after  Mr.  Parker  came  here.  Much  of  the 
food  of  the  pioneers  consisted  of  game,  and  our  sub- 
ject became  an  expert  hunter,  and  kept  the  larder 
well  supplied.  The  people  generally  made  their 
homes  in  rude  log  cabins,  there  being  but  few  frame 
houses  here  in  the  early  daj"S  of  settlement,  and 
they  liver!  in  the  most  primitive  manner,  as  they 
were  obliged  to  dispense  with  many  luxuries,  so  far 
were  they  from  the  centers  of  civilization.  But 
few  of  the  clearings  of  the  pioneers  were  fenced, 
Messrs.  Buck,  Sturgis,  Hopkins  and  Stewart  being 
the  only  men  who  had  fences  around  their  farms  at 
thai  early  date. 

Our  subject  was  born  Oct.  27,  1818.  in  Lycom- 
ing County,  Pa.  He  comes  of  good  stock,  and  his 
uncle,  James  Parker,  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  of  which  State  his  mother 
was  also  a  native.  In  1823  they  removed  to 
Livingston  County.  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  in  1830 
came  to  this  county.  They  settled  on  a  tract  of 
wild  land  on  section  1 1,  Sturgis,  township  8,  range 
10.  and  began  the  pioneer  task  of  developing  a 
farm. 

Our  subject  grew  to  a  stalwart  and  active  man- 
hood under  the  pioneer  influences  that  prevailed  in 
mnty  in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement.     He   ^ 
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ried  in  Milo  Township,  March  20,  I860,  to  Miss 
Adelia  Wheeler.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  ami  was  born  Sept.  20, 
183'J.  Her  parents,  <  reorge  C.  and  Polly  (Shaver) 
Wheeler,  were  natives  of  Easton,  that  State.  The 
former,  born  .Ian.  15,  1804,  died  June  19,  1885; 
the  latter,  horn  Dec.  21,  1807,  resides  in  Yates 
County,  X.  Y.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  three 
children:  Edson  W..  the  eldest,  was  born  April  19, 
1863.  in  Milo  Township.  N.  Y.;  he  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  in  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Kansas  City  Railroad.  Ella 
D.,  the  second  child,  was  born  in  Flowerfleld  Town- 
ship, this  county.  April  -2o.  1868, and  married  Will- 
iam II.  Weinberg,  Nov.  8,  1888.  Delia  E.  was  born 
April  20.  1868,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Fred 
Hammond, a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Schuyler  County. 
X.  Y.;  Mr.  Hammond  is  a  native  of  Xew  York 
State.      Ella  1).  and  Delia  E.  were  twins. 

Mr.  Freeman  came  to  the  State  of  Michigan 
in  the  winter  of  1863,  settling  in  Decatur,  occu- 
pying himself  thereafter  for  a  period  of  one  year 
in  the  lumber  business.  Later  we  find  him  other- 
wise engaged  as  an  employe  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad  Company.  After  three  years  of 
this  service  he  came  to  this  county,  settling  on  his 
present  farm  of  170  acres  on  section  21,  Flower- 
field  Township.  Upon  this  he  has  effected  good 
improvements,  and  has  a  ready  market  for  his  prod- 
uce at  Three  Rivers,  lie  has  been  fortunate  in 
his  farming  operations,  having  accumulated  a  good 
property  and  gathered  around  himself  and  his  fam- 
ily all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life. 

A  member  of  the  Republican  party  since  its  or- 
ganization, Mr.  Freeman  east  his  fust  Presidential 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  ami  has  remained  faith- 
ful to  his  firsl  principles  for  a  period  of  over  thirty 
years.  Soon  after  coming  here  he  was  elected 
Highway  Commissioner  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
and  re-elected,  serving  from  1868  to  1875,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constitu- 
ents. Later  he  was  made  Township  Treasurer. 
holding  this  office  si\  years,  and  was  subsequently 
elected  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  being  the  incumbent 
of  this  office  sixteen  years.  In  the  spring  of  1887 
he  was  elected   rownship  Supervisor,  and  re-electi  d 


in  the  spring  of  1888.  In  addition  to  his  farming 
operations  he  has  been  largely  engaged  in  the  buy- 
ing and  shipping  of  grain.  Mrs.  Freeman  is  a  lady 
greatly  respected  in  her  community,  and  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
seven  children,  and  her  father  spent  his  last  years 
in  the  Empire  State.  The  mother  is  still  living  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Milo,  being  eared  for  by  her 
daughter  Janet.  One  brother,  Aaron,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Catherine  E.  became  the  wife  of  William  P. 
Capell,  a  native  of  Yates  County.  X.  Y..  and  died 
in  Milo  in  1882;  Angeline  married  John  E.  Harris, 
and  dieil  in  the  year  1874;  Carlton  is  carrying 
on  a  grain  business  at  Wall  Lake.  Iowa;  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Caroline  Trowbridge,  who  died  in  Deca- 
tur, Mich.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Cora  Bugbee, 
a  native  of  this  State.  Minerva  married  Archibald 
Thayer,  of  Milo.  X.  Y.,  and   resides  in    that  place. 

— -4«fs—     -— 


v 


(MIX  Cl'LOW.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  most  thrifty  German  farmers 
of  Flowerfleld,  the  record  of  whose  life  is  in 
ils  main  points  as  follows:  He  was  born  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklenburg,  in  182(1.  where 
he  spent  bis  h<>\  hood  and  youth  and  was  reared  to 
man's  estate,  receiving  a  practical  education  in  his 
native  tongue.  While  still  a  youth  he  learned  the 
trade  of  tailor,  which  he  followed  until  coming  to 
the  United  States  in  18."i7.  His  first  experience  as 
a  farmer  in  the  Xew  World  was  upon  the  soil  of 
Michigan,  he  coming  directly  to  this  county  and 
locating  in  the  vicinity  of  Centreville.  Here  he 
was  employed  by  the  month  for  one  Mr.  l'atchen. 
ami  later  operated  the  farm  of  the  latter  on  shares 
a  period  of  live  years,  and  until  1863.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year  he  made  his  first  purchase  of  forty 
acres,  and  the  spring  following  purchased  another 
forty  acres  adjoining  the  first.  In  the  fall  follow- 
ing lie  added  to  his  real  estate  by  the  purchase  of 
120  acres  in  Flowerfleld  Township.  In  1876  he 
sold  this  to  his  son-in-law.  He  has  been  abundantly 
prospered,  and  is  numbered  among  the  well-to-do 
citizens  of  the  county. 

Mr.   Culow   was   married  in  White  Pigeon.  April 
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in  liis  labors,  bringing  this  farm  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  erecting  the  necessary  buildings,  and  in 
due  time  adding  to  his  possessions  until  he  became 
the  owner  of  480  acres,  nearly  the  whole  of  which 
has  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
It  is  located  about  one  and  three-fourths  miles  from 
Howardsville,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able estates  in  the  county.  The  Bliss  family  has 
become  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  region  as  the  synonym  of  all  that  is  substantial 
and  the  exponent  of  the  best  element  of  the  civili- 
zation of  the  present  day. 

A  native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  Isaac  G. 
Bliss  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  in  1823, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  acquiring 
a  common-school  education.  He  was  at.  an  early 
age  made  familiar  with  the  various  employments  of 
farm  life,  and  thus  upon  coining  to  the  new  State  of 
Michigan  was  fairly  well  fitted  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  before  him.  He  had  been  married  in  his 
native  county  to  Miss  Louisa  Pixley,  who  lived  to 
be  only  a  little  over  thirty  years  of  age.  her  death 
taking  place  at  their  home  in  Flowerfield  Township 
about  18G7.  Mr.  Bliss,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1868. 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Miss  Margaret 
Huber.  This  lady  was  born  Nov.  2i),  1852,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  brought  by  her  parents  when 
an  infant  to  Michigan.  The  latter.  George  and 
Fanny  (Rigle)  Huber,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  father  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  died 
in  Mareellns,  this  State,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years.  The  mother  is  still  living  there.  Vicing  aged 
about  sixty-two.  Mrs.  liliss  has  live  brothers  and 
two  sisters.  The  eldest  brother.  Nelson,  is  a  farmer 
in  Mareellns  Township;  Loren  lives  in  Otsego,  this 
State;  Alfred,  Kersy  and  William  are  also  residents 
of  Mareellns  Township,  the  latter  making  his  home 
with  his  mother  and  occupying  himself  as  a  teacher; 
Lucy  is  the  wife  of  Ransom  Butler,  and  they  live  in 
Wexford  County  on  a  farm;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Benjamin  Van  Valkenburg,  and  liny  live  in  the 
village  of  Mareellns.  One  brother,  John,  died  in 
Mareellns  when  thirty-three  years  of  age. 

There  were  also  five  brothers  <>(  the  liliss  family. 
Joseph,  the  i'Mi'-i.  was  fanning  in  Texas  when  last 
heard  from;  Naac.  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;    Joshua    is    married    and    lives   at    Tona- 


wanda.  X.  Y. ;  John  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
in  Flowerfiekl,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  One 
sister.  Zilpha,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Conklin.  and 
lives  in  Van  Buren  County,  this  State;  Jenett,  the 
wife  of  Anson  Owen,  is  a  resident  of  Canada.  The 
brothers  deceased  are:  Otis,  who  died  when  an 
infant,  and  Seth,  who  died  in  Buffalo  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight  years. 

To  Mr.  Bliss  and  his  first  wife  there  were  born  a 
fine  family  of  five  children:  Hiram  O.  married  Belle 
Hull,  is  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers,  and  a  practicing 
attorney  and  insurance  man;  Grant  is  married  and 
carrying  on  farming  near  the  homestead  of  his  father 
in  Flowerfiekl  Township;  Ruth  Alice  died  when 
about  three  years  of  age  and  Phebe  Elsie  at  the  age  of 
four;  William  died  when  a  little  child  of  two.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  at  the  homestead  in 
Flowerfield  Township,  in  1867.  Of  the  second  mar- 
riageof  our  subject  there  were  born  four  children — 
Nellie.  Ada,  Bertha  and  Earl.  Nellie  was  born 
Sept,  0,  1870.  married  Wesley  Guthrie,  and  died  at 
her  father's  home,  June  2S,  1888,  at  the  early  age 
i if  seventeen  years,  nine  months  and  twenty-eight 
years.  Ada  was  born  July  8,  1874;  Bertha,  March 
28.  1878;  Earl,  May  6.  1879. 

In  polities  Mr.  Bliss  is  a  stanch   Republican. 


1  A  MLS  THORNTON,  a  dealer  in  grain,  has 
long  been  intimately  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  Sinrgisasone  of  its  foremost  busi- 
;(6g/'  ness  men.  He  is  a  native  of  Lake  County, 
Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  Feb.  1.").  1826.  He 
conies  of  sturdy  New  England  stock,  and  from  his 
ancestry  inherited  those  traits  whereby  he  has  made 
life  a  success.  His  father,  Mathew  T.  Thornton, 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  an  early  set- 
tler of  Lake  County.  Ohio.  Thence  he  brought  his 
family  to  Jackson  County.  Mich.,  in  1838,  and 
settled  in  Pulaski  Township  as  one  of  its  pioneers. 
In  those  early  days  the  country  roundabout  was 
mostly  wild  and  unsettled,  as  our  subject,  then  a 
it,  observing  lad  of  twelve  years,  well  recol- 
lects. A  lew  Indians  still  lingered,  and  used  to 
t"  Iii>  lather's  house  to  beg  or  trade.  Wild 
animals  were    plentiful,  and  our  subject  remembers 
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was  born  in  Merrimack  County,  N.H.,  Sept.  10,  1  806. 
His  parents  were  William  L.  and  Betsey  (l)utton) 
Woods,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Granite  State,  tbe 
father  born  Jan.  7,  1770,  and  died  March  29,  1847. 
His  wife,  Betsey,  was  born  April  1  1,  1783,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  sixtj'-six  years.  They  had  a  family 
of  ten  children,  the  record  of  whose  births  is  as 
follows:  That  of  Frederick,  our  subject,  is  already 
given;  Maria  W.  was  bom  Jan.  21,  1808;  Dutton, 
Oct.  19,  1801):  Fidelia,  Dee.  1,  1811;  Jeanette, 
Oct.  12,  1814;  Lovillia,  June  20,  1810;  Julia  A., 
Oct.  1,  IMS;  Benjamin  F.,  Aug.  8,  1820;  Will- 
iam D.  D.,  Jan.  17,  1823;  George  A.,  July  29, 
1820.  Maria,  Dutton,  Jeanette  and  Julia  are  de- 
ceased. Fidelia  is  a  resident  of  Port  Hope,  Can- 
ada; Lovillia  resides  in  New  Hampshire,  and  also 
George. 

The  father  of  our  subject  during  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  a  regular 
attendant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Inoccupa- 
tion lie  was  a  clothier  and  miller  combined.  The 
mother  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Frederick, 
our  subject,  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  State  failing  his  boyhood  and  was  also  em- 
ployed ,,n  the  farm.  With  the  exception  of  four 
year.-  spent  in  a  factory,  this  has  been  his  life  occu- 
pation. His  attention  was  attracted  to  the  Great 
West  in  1833,  at  a  time  when  there  were  three  In- 
dians   t e    white    man    in    Michigan    Territory. 

This  was  about  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  Black 
HawkWar,and  although  \anoiis  wanderers  of  the 
different  tribes  passed  through  this  county  after 
Mr.  Woods  had  settled  here,  he  never  experienced 
any  trouble  with  any   of  them. 

Shortly  alter  his  arrival  in  the  county  Mr.  Woods 
took  up  forty-seven  acres  of  land,  and  his  career 
was  one  eminently  successful  from  that  time.  Ten 
year-  later  found  him  the  owner  of  280  acres, 
which  even  at  that  lime  was  considered  valuable. 
As  a  young  man,  he  was  fond  of  woodland  spoil-; 
was  an  expert  with  his  rifle  and  brought  down  many 
a  deer  which  pulled  the  scales  at  150  pounds.  At 
onetime  upon  a  wager  he  drove  fitly  deer  to  an 
island,  and  in  one  week  he  had  killed  six  big  fel- 
lows, winning  the  wager.  His  experience  was  sim- 
ilar to  that  of  the  other  early  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  he  displayed  in  a  marked  degree   their 


sturdy  perseverance,  never  admitting  any  such 
word  as  "fail,"  and  closely  clinging  to  his  first  de- 
termination to  stay  ••and  grow  up  with  the  coun- 
try." Like  his  father  before  him,  his  later  years 
have  been  signalized  by  a  close  adherence  to  Re- 
publican principles.  He  has  never  been  identified 
with  any  religious  organization,  but  has  always 
been  careful  and  conscientious  in  his  walk  and  con- 
versation, aiming  at  all  times  to  do  what  is  right. 

The  ancestral  history  of  the  Woods  family  is  one 
of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  and  from  David  P. 
Perkins,  of  Manchester,  N.  11.,  our  subject  ob- 
tained the  earlier  records  which  we  herewith  sub- 
mit. Samuel  Woods  was  the  original  proprietor 
of  the  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  where  lie  settled 
prior  to  his  marriage  about  the  year  1062.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  ancestor  of  all  of  that 
name  in  Groton  ami  the  adjoining  towns.  The 
town  as  laid  out  originally  was  eight  miles  square, 
lie  owned  an  11-acre  right  which  entitled  him 
and  each  of  the  other  original  proprietors  to  an 
equal  division  of  the  common  lands  of  the  town- 
ship in  proportion  to  the  number  of  acre  rights 
which  they  severally  owned.  His  residence  lot  was 
situated  a  little  south  of  the  Lawrence  Academy. 

To  Samuel  Woods  and  Alice,  his  wife,  there  were 
born  the  children  named  as  follows:  Thomas, 
March  9,  1663;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  17,  1665;  Na- 
thaniel, March  27.  1007;  Mary.  Aug.  2,  1670;  Abi- 
gail, Aug.  19,  1672 ;  Hannah,  July  18,  1074.  To 
Nathaniel  Woods  and  Alice,  his  wife,  there  were 
born:  Nathaniel,  Oct.  19,  1694;  Daniel.  Aug.  10, 
1696;  John,  March  4.  1698;  Isaac.  Feb.  20,  1699; 
Bathsheba,  April  5,  17(»2;  Hannah,  March  10.  1704; 
Phebe,  Feb.  13,  1705;  Aaron,  May  20,  1707; 
Moses,  July  0,  1709;  Reuben,  April  11,  1711; 
Phebe,  March  13,  1713 ;  Jonathan,  June    1.  1710. 

John  Weiods  married  Sarah  Longley,  June  .'!, 
1725.  and  his  offspring  were:  Sarah,  born  May  0. 
1720;  John,  Aug.  27,  1728  (this  one  only  living 
four  days);  Susanna,  May  5,  1730;  Alice,  May  30, 
1732;  Lucy.  May  is.  1705;  John.  Aug.  1,  1737; 
Benjamin,  Oct.  10.  1739;  Abigail,  Jan.  21,  1745; 
David.  Dec.  31,    17  10. 

David  Weiods  married  Deborah  Swallow,  and  to 
them  were  born  David,  April  25.  1771;  married 
Mi>s   Brooks,  and   died    Oct,    19,  IMS.      Deborah" 
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sojourned  on  the  land  which  they  flrsl  purchased  a 
period  of  seven  years,  then  purchased  a  partially 
improved  farm  of  112  acres,  eighty  of  this  beingin 
timber.  In  due  time  there  were  added  thirty-two 
acres,  and  in  1862  seventy  acres.  This  land  is  all 
in  one  body,  and  makes  one  of  the  finest  estates  in 
the  county. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  after  the  marriage  of 
their  sons  removed  from  the  farm  to  While  Pigeon, 
where  they  remained  until  the  death  of  the  mother, 
which  occurred  Oct.  11.  187'.).  She  was  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
father  then  lived  around  among  his  children,  and 
spent  considerable  time  in  traveling.  His  death 
occurred  in  Constantine  Township  on  the  old  home- 
stead, April  :'>.  1885,  when  lie  was  nearly  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  universally  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  and  an  expert  hunter. 
Daniel  B.  excels  in  the  use  of  the  rod  and  line. 

Our  subject  upon  emerging  from  the  district 
school  took  a  course  of  study  at  Hillsdale  College, 

and  afterward  was  for  a  number  of  terms  enga I 

as  a  teacher.  On  the  22d  day  of  October,  1867,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Kiltie  L.  Laverty,  of  Constan- 
tine Township,  and  in  due  time  there  were  gathered 
around  their  hearthstone  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living  and  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Their  eldest  son.  (  harles  T.,  was  born  in  Mottville 
Township,  March  13,  1869.  and  in  1887  was  grad- 
uated from  the  White  Pigeon  school;  he  is  now  one 
of  the  most  popular  teachers  of  the  county.  Mattie 
was  horn  Aug.  14,1871,  and  is  pursuing  her  studies 
in  the  above-named  school,  being  one  of  its  bright- 
est lights;  Harry  was  born  Oct.  20.  1873,  and  is 
also  attending  school  at  White  Pigeon;  Minnie 
Ma\  was  born  Ma\  22,  1877,  and  is  pursuing  her 
studies  in  the  district  school:  Frank  was  born  May 
9,  1879,  and  Katie  M.  Sept.  •_'.",.  [882;  they  are  :it- 
tending  the  district  school.  John  .1.  was  horn  Feb. 
2.").  1885,  and  remains  the  baby  of  the  family.  Mr. 
Blue,  politically,  is  a  decided  Republican,  and  al- 
though no  office-seeker,  keeps  himself  well  posted 
upon  current  events,  and  gives  his  support  lo  (he 
projects  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  his 
party. 

In  the  spring  of  1880  Mr.  Blue  purchased  213 
acres  of  land,  which   he  now  t  ci  upies.  it    being    the 


old  homestead.  This  farm  is  all  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  supplied  with  substantial  and  con- 
venient buildings,  neatly  enclosed  and  crossed 
fenced,  and  having  all  the  other  essentials  necessary 
to  the  modern  rural  estate.  Politically,  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  with  his  excellent 
wife,  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  they  contribute 
liberally. 


d  IMLLIAM  BEARD,  Under  Sheriff  of  St.  Jo- 
%JkJl  sePD  County,  and  a  man  finely  adapted  to 
Ww  his  responsible  position,  is  numbered  among 
the  prominent  men  of  Mendon  Village  and  vicinity. 
His  native  place  was  the  town  of  DeKalb,  St.  Law- 
rence Co.,  X.  V..  where  he  was  born  May  12.  1840. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Percis  (Pettengill) 
Beard,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married. 

John  Beard  soon  after  his  marriage  left  New 
England  with  his  young  wife,  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y..  where  he  carried 
(iii  farming  successfully  and  lived  to  be  seventy- 
eight  years  old,  his  death  taking  place  April  19, 
1875.  Leaving  the  Empire  State  in  1843  he  came 
to  Michigan,  locating  in  'Waukesha  County,  where 
both  parents  spent  their  last  years.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  until  1881,  passing  away 
when  eighty -four  years  old.  The  family  is  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  were  originally  numbered 
among  the  solid  element  of  New  England.  The 
father  was  successful  in  his  labors,  financially, 
and  accumulated  a  comfortable  property.  Their 
children,  twelve  in  number,  were  named  respect- 
ively: Caroline,  Adeline.  George,  Warren,  Samuel. 
Eveline  I...  Louisa.  Holding,  Maria,  William,  Dex- 
ter  and  Leveret. 

William  Beard  was  reared  a  farmer's  boy.  and 
completed  his  studies  in  the  district  school.  He 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1844,  and 
commenced  farming  on  a  tract  of  wild  land,  fol- 
lowing this  occupation  until  1878.  lie  then  di- 
rected a  portion  of  his  capital  into  mercantile 
channels,  engaging  in  general  merchandising  at 
Lconidas,  and  was  thus  occupied  a  period  of  nine 
years.      At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  scllinsr   out.     i 
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compensation  from  his  employer,  he  was  obliged  to 
w<  rk  iii  the  harvest  field  at  intervals  to  obtain  his 
clothing.  He  now  occupies  a  good  position  among 
his  fellow-citizens,  socially  and  financially.  He 
votes  the  straighl  Democratic  ticket,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  City  Council  a  period  of  five 
years.  He  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Driving  Park 
Association,  in  which  position  he  has  served  three 
years. 


<fl        WILLIAM  B.  WYANDT.     Over  thirty  years 

\&Jll  aS0-  'n  t'ie  sP''inS  °f  1856,  the  subject  of 
\y\fl  this  sketch  journeyed  from  his  native  State 
of  Pennsylvania  to  the  promising  young  common- 
wealth of  Michigan.  Like  most,  of  his  brother  pio- 
neers, his  pockets  were  not  filled  with  silver  and 
gold,  and  he  commenced  life  in  the  West  on  a 
modest  scale,  locating  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  on 
section  23  in  Flowerfield  Township.  Since  that 
time  he  has  mostly  been  a  resident  of  the  Wolverine 
State,  watching  its  growth  and  prosperity,  and  con- 
tributing his  industry  and  worthy  qualities  as  a 
citizen  to  her  development  and  reputation. 

Our  subject  is  the  offspring  of  substantial  stock, 
his  father,  John  Wyandt,  also  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, having  been  born  in  Union  County,  Jan.  30, 
1790.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Harbin,  a.  native 
of  the  same  county,  and  who  was  born  May  8, 
1801.  The  parents  accompanied  their  son  to  the 
West,  and  died  in  Flowerfield  Township,  this  county, 
the  mother  Oct.  8,  1876,  and  the  father  Jan.  30, 
1887.  The  household  circle  included  twelve  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  living.  Catherine  became 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Spiggelmyer,  and  isa  resident  of 
Fabius  Township;  John  chose  his  home  in  the  Buck- 
eye Mate,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Tuscarawas 
County;  Lewis  died  at  the  old  homestead,  Sept.  16, 
1883;  Polly  is  the  wife  of  David  Kline,  and  lives  in 
Flowerfield  Township;  Joseph  is  carrying  on  farm- 
ing in  Flowerfield  Township;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
of  Isaac  Smith,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Mottville 
Ti  iwnship;  Hannah  is  a  resident  of  Mottville  Town- 
ship, and  resides  with  her  brother-in-law,  Isaac 
Smith. 

William  B.  Wyandt,  was  born  in  Decatur  Town- 
ship, Mifflin  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  24.  182S,  where  he 
4*  , , 


developed  into  manhood  and  acquired  a  common- 
school  education.  In  the  meantime  he  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  in  his  native 
State  until  coming  to  Michigan.  Although  after- 
ward working  at  his  trade  considerably,  lie  was 
soon  seized  with  a  desire  for  farm  life,  but  not  until 
he  had  operated  for  a  time  as  a  blacksmith  in  Van 
Huren,  Lagrange  Co..  Ind.  Thence  he  returned  to 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1865,  and  purchased  a  farm 
on  section  23  in  Flowerfield  Township,  where  he 
also  erected  a  shop,  which  he  conducted  in  con- 
nection with  agriculture,  and  which  proved  a  great 
convenience  to  both  himself  and  his  neighbors. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  Mr.  Wyandt  disposed  of 
his  property  in  this  county,  and  crossing  the  Mis- 
sissippi purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Garfield 
Township,  Pawnee  Co.,  Kan.  Two  years  later, 
however,  he  came  back  to  Flowerfield  Township, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1 880  purchased  his  present 
farm.  He  still  retains  his  Kansas  property.  In  the 
spring  of  1883  he  moved  to  the  old  homestead  on 
section  23.  where  he  has  since  resided.  Over  thirty- 
four  years  ago,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1854,  he  was 
married,  in  Snyder  County.  Pa.,  to  Miss  Judith 
Rauch.  This  lady  was  born  in  Middleburg,  Union 
County,  March  29,  1835,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Rebecca  (Siep)  Rauch,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  who  spent  their 
last  years  in  Pennsylvania. 

To  our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  there  were 
born  six  children,  one  of  whom,  a  little  daughter, 
Lucina,  died  when  eleven  months  old.  The  eldest 
son,  John  II..  was  born  Jan.  27,  1856,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jennie  Rand,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.; 
he  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  is  oc- 
cupied as  a  railroad  engineer.  Mary  Ann  was  born 
Sept.  12,  1858,  and  married  Daniel  T.  Fox,  a  native 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State,  and  the  son  of  the 
well-known  Charles  Fox;  they  are  living  in  Inde- 
pendence, Kan.,  where  Mr.  Fox  is  employed  as 
a  mason;  they  have  one  child,  Myrtle  Orrilla, 
born  Oct.  31,  1882.  Irven,  born  July  28,  1861, 
remains  at  home  with  his  parents;  Charles,  born 
June  28,  18G4,  is  also  a  railroad  man,  making  his 
home  near  his  brother  in  St.  Paul;  Fred  Loren  was 
born  Sept.  28,  1866,  and  is  now  at  home;  Lucina, 
born  May  29,  1870.  died  March  28.  1871. 
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the  greatest  respect  and  consideration,  .is  he  is  a 
man  of  solid  worth,  one  in  whom  his  fellow-citizens 
may  safely  trust.  He  is  a  man  of  much  practical 
wisdom,  and  holds  positive  views  on  all  subjects 
that  interest  him.  and  he  is  especially  outspoken  in 
his  political  sentiments,  he  being  an  uncompromis- 
ing Greenbacker,  thinking  that  the  only  party  fora 
man  to  belong  to  '-if  he  has  no  ax  to  grind."  Mrs. 
Case  is  a  sincere  Christian,  and  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chinch. 
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(|7  AMDEN  A.  HECOX.  One  of  the  finest 
Ifjl  farms  in  Nottawa  Township  belongs  to  the 
/!U^  subject  of  this  biography,  and  comprises  a 
((©)  valuable  tract  of  land  360  acres  in  extent. 
Upon  it  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  with  an  es- 
pecially  fine  residence,  which,  with  its  surroundings, 
forms  the  ideal  rural  home,  and  indicates  on  all 
sides  taste,  culture  and  means.  Mr.  Mecox  is  a 
gentleman  born  and  bred,  as  is  indicated  in  his 
daily  life,  meeting  both  friends  and  strangers  in 
that  courteous  manner  which  at  once  gives  the 
most  decided  indication  of  his  true  character. 

Our  subject's  ancestors  emigrated  from  Ireland  at 
an  early  day  (not  on  the  "Mayflower,"  however), 
ami  settled  at  Durham.  Conn,  .lust  102  years  ago. 
his  grandfather,  Adna  Ilecox.  started  for  the  then 
wilderness  of  Central  New  York,  stopping  at  "  Big 
Tne  "  on  the  Genesee  River,  and  engaged  in  survey- 
ing a  large  tractof  land  purchased  of  the  Seneca  In- 
dians by  Robert  Morris.  The  Indian  war  came  on, 
and  Adna  Hecox  and  six  others  of  the  surveying 
party  were  taken  prisoners,  and  for  three  years 
lived,  dressed  and  assimulated  themselves  as  far  as 
possible  with  Indian  life,  to  save  themselves.  The 
defeat  of  the  Indians  in  the  West  by  Gen.  Wayne 
having  restored  order,  Adna  Ilecox  married,  in 
17'JT,  Polly  Andress,  and  with  his  young  wife 
started  for  the  far  western  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  settled  on  Grosse  Isle,  eighteen  miles  below  De- 
troit, where  Hiram  A.  Ilecox,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born,  in  the  year  1800.  The  family  con- 
tinued to  reside  there  until  war  was  declared  in 
1812.  Being  surrounded  by  Indians  who  were 
massacreing  the  settlers  on  every  hand,  they  bas- 
il 


tened  to  Detroit,  and  were  in  the  fort  when  Gen. 
Hull  surrendered.  After  the  war  they  moved  to 
Brownstown,  sixteen  miles  below  Detroit,  and  there 
Hiram  A.  Ilecox  married  Relief  Ilazzard,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1800,  and  moved 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1810  with  her  par- 
ents. And  here  on  a  farm,  the  deed  of  which, 
signed  by  President  John  (^.  Adams,  he  now  has  in 
his  possession,  Hamden  A.  Ilecox  was  born,  July 
19,  1826.  i  I  is  father,  Hiram  A.  Hecox,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  Hamden 
and  Polly,  moved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  here 
continued  to  reside  until  their  death.  Neither  lived 
to  be  aged,  the  mother  dying  in  183G,  and  the 
father  two  years  later,  in  1838. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
five  children,  only  three  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years.  These  latter  were  Polly  ;  Hamden  A.,  our 
subject,  and  Harriet.  Polly  became  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Harris,  and  died  near  Ottawa,  111.,  about 
1858,  leaving  a  large  family  of  children;  Harriet, 
Mrs.  Frank  Nichols,  resides  in  Perry,  Iowa.  Ham- 
den A.  Ilecox  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Nottawa 
Township,  where,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  in 
California,  he  has  spent  the  most  of  his  life.-  Mr. 
Hecox  crossed  the  "plains"  in  184'.)  with  an  ox- 
team,  requiring  months  to  reach  the  Pacific  Slope, 
where  he  engaged  in  mining  and  trade.  For  a 
period  of  nine  years  he  was  a  traveling  salesman  in 
the  agricultural  implement  trade,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  superintended  the  operations  of  his  farm, 
hiring  men  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  Hecox  was  married  in  Nottawa  Township, 
March  15,  1*48.  to  Miss  Mariamnee  Gee.  Mr. 
Hecox  after  his  marriage  engaged  in  farming,  and 
the  young  people  commenced  their  wedded  life  in 
a  log  house  on  the  farm  upon  which  Mr.  Ilecox 
has  resided  for  sixty  years.  Of  their  union  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  two  only  of  whom  are 
living,  a  son  and  daughter,  Frank  and  Katie.  Those 
deceased  are:  Mabel.  Frank,  Guy  and  Charles,  who 
all  died  young.  Mr.  Ilecox,  politically,  is  a  Re- 
publican "dyed  in  the  wool,"  a  man  of  decided 
views,  liberal  and  public  spirited,  and  foremost  in 
the  encouragement  of  the  enterprises  calculated  to 
benefit  the  people  around  him.  He  has  served  as 
Township  Clerk  and  tilled  other  positions  of  trust. 
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also  the  other  sister  and  brother  of  our  subject; 
Sophia  married  Mr.  George  Stuck,  and  has  been  a 
widow  many  years;  Samuel  is  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, although  mostly  retired  from  active  labor, 
being  now  fifty-eight  years  old.  The  two  sisters 
and  Samuel  live  within  a  short  distance  of  each 
other,  the  home  of  the  latter  being  about  one  mile 
of  the  sisters. 


..,  ARON  P.  EMERY.     The  industrial  inter- 
J@/Ull     ests  of  Mendon  and  vicinity  find  a  worthy 
representative  in  this  gentleman,  who  is  an 
extensive  grower  of   peppermint,  and   dis- 
tiller and  wholesale  dealer  in  essential  oils.      He   is    i 
of  substantial  New  England  ancestry,  and  was  born    [ 
in   Northampton  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  3,  1833,  being   | 
the  son  of  Philip  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Emery. 
The  parents  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
and  the  father  a  farmer  by  occupation.     They  were    I 
most  excellent  and  worthy  people,  and  in  early  life 
identified  themselves  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  the  father  served  as  Class-Leader 
many  years. 

Philip  Emery,  leaving  Pennsylvania  in  the  year 
18G0,  came  to  Michigan,  and  located  in  Marengo 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  and  continued  to  live  until  his 
decease,  which  took  place  in  1871.  He  acquired  a 
comfortable  property,  and  was  a  man  held  in  high 
respect  among  his  neighbors.  The  wife  and  mother 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  son,  A.  P. 
Emery.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  three 
of  whom  are  deceased.  They  were  named  respect- 
ively: Silas  R.,  George  W.,  Reuben  P.,  Lewis  C, 
Susan  and  Aaron  P. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents, 
and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Being  of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind  he  di- 
rected his  attention  to  civil  engineering,  learning 
the  business  in  Belvidere,  N.  ,1.,  where  he  lived 
until  1853.  Thence  he  came  to  Schoolcraft,  this 
State,  and  for  one  year  thereafter,  changing  his  oc- 
cupation somewhat,  was  bookkeeper  for  Judge 
Dyckman.      Later    he    taught  school   in   Michigan, 


Wisconsin,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  In  1855 
he  purchased  120  acres  of  land  on  section  17  in 
Mendon  Township,  this  county,  the  greater  part  of 
it  being  improved.  To  this  he  subsequently  added, 
and  now  has  in  Mendon  Township  a  fine  tract  300 
acres  in  extent.  His  residence  in  the  village  forms 
one  of  the  ideal  homes  of  the  place,  and  its  inmates 
are  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  Be- 
sides this  property  Mr.  Emery  has  a  hardware  store 
which  is  the  source  of  a  comfortable  income. 

Our  subject  commenced  the  growing  of  pepper- 
mint twenty-five  years  ago,  and  about  that  length 
of  time  has  been  engaged  in  its  distillation.  It  has 
proved  to  him  a  very  profitable  enterprise.  He 
purchased  and  sold  in  1  878  and  1879, 15  000  pounds, 
and  the  year  following  probably  came  up  to  the 
same  figure.  He  also  deals  in  other  essential  oils. 
His  operations  extend  not  only  throughout  the 
United  States,  but  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  Lon- 
don, ami  other  principal  cities  of  the  Eastern  Hemi- 
sphere. His  long  experience  in  the  business  has 
made  him  an  expert,  while  his  remarkable  business 
talents  attract  more  than  ordinary  attention.  He  is 
Strong,  physically,  and  has  a  large  and  active  brain. 
He  has  occupied  many  positions  of  responsibility 
and  trust,  and  is  at  the  present  time  (January.  1889,) 
engaged  in  settling  up  the  business  of  the  bankrupt 
dry-goods  firm  of  Lewis  Van  Ness,  who  failed  in 
l.s.s.'i,  being  the  choice  of  the  eighteen  creditors, 
whose  claims  amounted  to  $35,000.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Emery  was  not  required  to  give  a  cent  of  secur- 
ity is  ample  evidence  of  the  esteem  and  confidence 
in  which  he  is  held  in  his  community. 

In  the  sluing  of  1S75  Mr.  Emery  was  elected 
Supervisor  of  Mendon  Township,  and  by  successive 
elections  held  the  office  for  a  period  of  nine  years. 
He  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat, politically,  and 
the  fact  that  he  received  the  majority  of  votes  in 
a  Republican  township  is  a  fact  worthy  of  mention. 
He  was  selected  as  Chairman  of  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors,  and  also  to  represent  them  in  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  which  convened  at 
Lansing  in  1881.  A  man  liberal  and  public-spirited, 
he  has  been  from  first  to  last  the  encourager  and 
supporter  of  religious  and  educational  institutions, 
ami  contributed  largely  to  the  building  of  the 
church   at    West   Mendon,  which  would  never  have 
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of  Orson  and  Mary  (Miner)  Beall.  Mr.  B.  was  born 
in  Vermont,  and  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day. 
In  addition  to  his  business  as  a  druggist  he.  specu- 
lated considerably  in  land.  His  death  tookplaceat 
his  home  in  Mendon  in  1886.  Mrs.  Mary  Beall  is 
still  living,  and  a  resident  of  Mendon.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
daughter.  Jnelma  K.,  died  some  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Shiver  was  the  younger  of  the  daughters.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  two 
children — John  S.  and  Juelma. 

Mr.  Shiver  has  a  full  stock  of  drugs  and  groceries, 
and  also  a  full  understanding  of  his  business.  He  is 
at  present  (1889)  engaged  in  a  very  successful  en- 
terprise, the  compounding  and  selling  of  a  remedy 
for  the  cure  of  headache,  neuralgia  and  rheumatism, 
which  has  effected  some  remarkable  cures,  and  bids 
fair  to  gain  him  quite  a  reputation.  It  is  known  as 
"  Slovcr's  Cure  for  Sick  Headache." 


NDREW  J.  KAISER,  of  the  firm  of  Evans 
&  Kaiser,  the    leading  grocers   and    bakers 
of  Sturgis,  is  a  man  of  much  prominence  in 
tgf'  this  community,  where  he  is  justly  held  in 

the  highest  esteem  and  respect  by  all  who  know 
him.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  late  war.  in 
which  he  acquitted  himself  nobly,  and  received 
praise  from  the  officers  under  whom  he  fought  for 
his  faithful  and  efficient  services  in  the  twenty-seven 
battles  in  which  he  took  an  active  part. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  neighboring  State 
of  Ohio,  in  Wayne  County,  Nov.  2,  1841.  His 
father,  Andrew  Kaiser,  was  a  native  of  Baltimore, 
Md..  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Ohio. 
He  there  married  Axey  Harzett,  who  was  born  in 
Portage  County,  that  State.  To  them  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  still  live: 
Jacob,  Harriet,  Mary  A.,  Elisabeth,  Solomon,  Jeru. 
sha,  and  our  subject.  Isaac  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Sliilob,  while  lighting  for  the  Union,  he 
having  been  a  member  of  a  Wisconsin  regiment. 
Solomon  was  in  Company  O,  4th  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry, and  served  three  years  with  credit.  In  1861 
the  father  of  our  subject  moved  with  his  family  to 
Jackson  County,  Wis.,  and    there   he    died  in   1863. 


He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  was  a 
man  of  strict  integrity  and  genuine  worth.  His 
estimable  wife,  who  has  attained  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty  years,  now  makes  her  home  here. 

When  our  subjeet]arrived  at  man's  estate  the 
great  Civil  War  was  raging  in  the  South,  and  he 
resolved  to  enlist  in  the  defense  of  the  institutions 
of  his  country,  and  he  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany C.  4th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  in  active 
service  for  three  years.  He  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Bull  Run  (1st),  Newbridge,  Hanover  Court- 
House,  Gaines'  Mills,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern 
Hill,  Harrison's  Landing,  Culpeper  Court  House, 
Antietam,  Shepherdstown  Ford,  Chaneellorsville, 
Fredericksburg,  Kelley's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Peach 
Orchard,  Gettysburg;;  and  he  was  in  all  engage- 
ments under  Gen.  Grant  to  Petersburg.  Our  sub- 
ject was  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill  by  a  ball  in  the 
left  lower  leg,  and  also  by  buckshot  in  the  left 
thigh,  the  shot  being  in  his  person  yet.  At  Mal- 
vern Hill  he  had  three  guns  shot  from  his  hands, 
and  a  ball,  passing  through  seventeen  layers  of  his 
blanket,  knocked  him  down,  stunning  him,  and  he 
was  left  for  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  His  death 
was  reported  to  his  friends  at  home,  who  mourned 
him  as  dead,  and  held  funeral  services  in  honor  of 
his  memory,  in  Sturgis.  Both  in  camp  and  in  the 
field  he  proved  himself  to  be  a  brave,  capable  sol- 
dier, always  ready  at  the  command  of  his  Captain 
to  attempt  any  feat  or  duty,  no  matter  how  difficult, 
dangerous  or  disagreeable,  obeying  all  orders  with 
promptness.  After  the  war  our  subject  returned  to 
Michigan  and  engaged  in  the  trade  of  brickraason, 
going  to  Hillsdale  in  1869  in  pursuit  of  that  call- 
ing. In  1881  he  returned  to  Sturgis,  and  established 
himself  in  his  present  business  with  Mr.  Evans. 
They  are  doing  well  in  their  line,  and  have  a  large 
patronage.  By  honest  industry  and  shrewd  manage- 
ment our  subject  has  acquired  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, and  he  and  his  family  have  a  cozy  and  at- 
tractive home. 

Mr.  Kaiser  and  Helen  Barton  were  united  in  mar- 
riage July  3,  1865.  She  is  a  woman  of  fine  char- 
acter, a  sincere  Christian,  and  a  devoted  wife 
and  friend.  She  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  Wayne  County,  May  9,  1843.  She  is  the 
daughter   of   Josiall   and    Susana    Barton,   of    Hills- 
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harvests.  His  farm  comprises  189  acres,  and  he  has 
a  half-interest  in  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Sherman 
Township.  Mr.  Hill,  besides  attending  to  the  man- 
agement of  his  own  property,  is  administrator  of  his 
brother  William's  estate,  and  a  guardian  for  one  of 
his  children,  Ida  Morris. 

January  1,  1856,  Mr.  Hill  and  Miss  Eliza  Hih- 
bard  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony.  Mrs. 
Hill  was  born  in  1835,  in  York  State,  Cattaraugus 
County,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Arunah  and  Rachel 
Hibbard,  of  Sturgis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  live,  as  fol- 
lows: Nellie,  Dora  L.,  Charles,  Harry  W.,  Jennie 
M.  ami  Ethel  G.  Nellie  married  Porter  Garter,  of 
Sioux  Falls,  Dak.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Linens ; 
Dora  is  the  wife  of  George  Garter,  of  the  same 
city;  Charles,  who  lives  in  Sturgis,  married  Miss 
Hattie  W.  Wallace,  and  they  have  two  children — 
Wallace  A.  and  Hazel  M. 

Mr.  Hill  is  an  unassuming,  frank,  kindly  man, 
and  by  his  tact  and  consideration  in  his  dealings 
with  others  he  has  won  the  favor  and  liking  of  his 
neighbors,  who  regard  him  with  thorough  respect 
and  reliance.  Besides  possessing  those  traits  in  a 
high  degree  that  mark  him  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen,  he  combines  forethought  and  sagacity 
with  those  qualities  of  thrift,  prudence  and  steadi- 
ness of  purpose  that  have  made  him  prosperous. 
He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Commandery  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 


ILTON  H.  ANDERSON,  attorney-at-law.  is 
a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  Stur- 
gis. where  he  has  a  large  and  remunerative 

law  practice.  He  was  born  in  si.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  Aug.  21,  1859.  lie  is  of  mingled  Scotch  and 
German  origin,  some  Of  his  ancestors  having  set- 
tled in  the  United  Suites  in  Colonial  days,  and  the 
Anderson  family  has  since  taken  an  important  part 
in  National  affairs,  seventeen  of  its  members  having 
represented  their  respective  districts  in  Congress, 
and  two  of  the  family  having  been  members  of  the 
United  Mates  Senate.  Samuel  Anderson,  the  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  from  whom  some  of 
the   wealthiest   families    of   Lagrange  County,  Ind., 
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have  descended,  was  a  pioneer  of  that  county,  and 
built  the  first  frame  house  there,  in  1832.  His  son 
Hiram,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  and  there  he 
was  reared  to  manhood.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Miles,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  near 
Watertown,  N.  Y.,in  183.").  She  is  the  daughter  of 
the  late  William  Miles,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Samuel  Miles,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  and  loaned  the  Government  a  large  sum 
of  money  to  assist  in  paying  the  soldiers  who  fought 
so  nobly  in  that  struggle  for  freedom  and  independ- 
ence. The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Ander- 
son took  place  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  in  1854,  and  of 
their  union  three  children  were  born,  namely:  Al- 
lie  and  Mollie,  both  dec-eased,  ami  our  subject.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  a  representative  man  and  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  St.  Joseph,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  in  1859.  Mrs.  Anderson,  who 
now  lives  in  Odebolt,  Sac  Co..  Iowa,  was  again  mar- 
ried, in  1864,  to  Mr.  John  Fraley,  a  hardware  mer- 
chant of  that  place,  and  of  her  second  marriage  two 
children  have  been  born :  William  II.,  a  clerk  in  the 
American  House,  St.  Joseph,  and  Leona. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his 
life  in  his  native  city,  attending  its  public  schools; 
he  then  went  with  his  mother  and  stepfather  to 
DeWitt,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  entered  the 
High  School,  from  which  he  was  subsequently  grad- 
uated, with  a  good  record  for  scholarship.  In  the 
winter  of  1876-77  our  subject  took  a  regular  course 
of  study  at  Bryant&  Stratton's  Commercial  College, 
at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  at  the  same  time  attended 
a  course  of  law  lectures.  The  following  spring  he 
entered  the  law  ollice  of  K.  W.  Wheeker,  of  De- 
Wilt,  as  a  student,  and  in  the  spring  of  liS79  he 
wns  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Iowa.  In  October,  1880, 
our  subject  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  entered 
the  law  ollice  of  ex-GoV.  Woodson,  with  whom  he 
remained  one  year. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Anderson  to  Miss  Libhie, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Barr,  was  celebrated  in 
Sturgis,  Sept.  12,  1881.  In  the  fall  of  that  year 
our  subject  established  himself  in  business  in  La- 
grange County,  Ind..  but  his  wife's  health  having 
failed  he  removed  to  Traverse  City,  Mich.,  where 
he  remained  until  188:1.  In  the  fall  of  that  year 
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York  State,  and  was  born  in  Allegany  County.  Her 
parents.  Alfred  and  Alfredia  (Peck)  Green,  were 
natives  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck  was  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth 
of  nine  children,  as  follows :  Marion,  Isabel,  Charles, 
Estella,  George,  Fred,  Frank,  Katie  (deceased) 
and  Silas.  Marion  married  Jasper  La  Dow.  ami 
they  have  two  children,  Lulu  and  Ilerbie:  Isabel 
married  Charles  E.  Stowe,  and  they  have  one  child. 
Flora;  Charles  B..  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Elliott  House  in  Sturgis,  married  Mis-  Ella  Cole, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Hermie;  Estella  married 
Elwm  Murdoek;  George,  who  lives  in  Rising  City. 
Neb.,  married  Miss  Edna  Rising,  and  they  have  one 
child.  Clarence;  Fred,  who  lives  in  Chicago,  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Bell,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Loi  P.  ami  Earl  B.,  twin-;  Frank,  who  lives  in  Chi- 
cago, married  Miss  Lottie  Gore,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Rolla;  Silas,  who  live-  in  Chicago,  married 
Miss  Blanche  Gray,  who  died,  leaving  him  one 
child,  Erma  G.  The  first  wife  of  our  subject  died 
in  August.  1866,  leaving  many  friends  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  a  kind-hearted,  virtuous  woman  of  many 
amiable  qualities. 

Mr.  Buck's  marriage  to  his  present  wife  occurred 
May  19,  1869.  She  is  a  true  helpmate  and  com- 
panion, devoting  herself  to  her  husband's  interests 
most  assiduously.  Mis.  Buck's  maiden  name  was 
Hannah  Ann  Kelley.  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  Har- 
rison and  Nancy  (Edgar)  Kelley,  and  was  born  in 
Marion  County.  Ohio.  Her  father  was  an  early  pio- 
neer of  Burr  Oak  Township,  of  which  he  is  still  an 
honored  citizen,  and  he  has  attained  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety-two  year-.  The  mother  passed  to 
spirit  life  in  March.  1 8*7,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years. 

Our  subject  made  his  mark  in  St.  Joseph  County 
when  it  was  a  new  country,  coming  here  when  its 
vast,  primeval  forests,  which  have  mostly  disap- 
peared before  the  ax  of  the  pioneer  and  the 
woodsman,  were  the  home  of  the  Indian-.  He  has 
materially  assisted  in  the  growth  and  advancement 
of  this  locality,  and  long  after  lie  shall  have  become 
a  disembodied  spirit,  his  memory  and  name  will  be 
cherished  and  reverenced  for  the  part  he  has  taken 
in  its  upbuilding.  He  i-  a  man  of  weight  and  influ- 
ence in  business  circles,  as  his  transactions  are  con- 


ducted by  strictly  legitimate  methods,  and  his  in- 
tegrity is  inflexible.  He  never  seeks  official  honors, 
|  but  has  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Con- 
stable, Township  Treasurer,  and  he  was  Postmaster 
under  Taylor  and  Fillmore's  administrations,  and  at 
the  same  time  was  telegraph  operator  on  the  old 
Snow's  line  from  Chicago  to  Monroe.  Politically, 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republicans.  He  is  President 
of  the  Harmonial  Society,  and  an  exponent  of  the 
belief  that  the  spirits  of  the  dead  remain  on  earth. 
and  that  "Man  is  the  highest  grade  of  intelligence." 
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ORM  <..  COOPER.  Among  the  men  who 
have  contributed  to  the  bone  and  sinew  of 
the  business  interests  of  Sturgis.  the  citi- 
of  that  place  recognize  in  Mr.  Cooper  no  un- 
important factor.  A  native  of  Waterloo,  N.  Y.. 
he  was  born  July  5,  1838,  of  the  tribe  of  Levi. 
The  family  removed  t,,  Fulton.  N.  Y..  and  young 
Norman  entered  upon  his  business  career  peddling 
newspapers.  A  little  later  he  commenced  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  jewelers'  trade,  and  finally  went 
to  Hannibal.  Mo.,  with  his  employer,  in   1856. 

After  a  brief  period  spent  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Mississippi  our  subject  returned  to  his  home  in 
the  Empire  state,  sojourning  both  at  Hannibal  ami 
Lei  (reek.  About  this  time  occurred  the  outbreak 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  our  subject  enlisted  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  Company  F.  24th  New  York  Infantry. 
in  May,  1861.  under  the  first  call  for  troops,  lb- 
met  the  enemy  in  battle  and  continued  with  his 
lent  until  shot  in  the  right  arm  and  also  taken 
prisoner  at  the  second  Bull  Run  fight.  Aug.  29, 
1861.  He  w-as  exchanged  in  a  few  months  and 
joined  his  regiment,  after  which  he  was  presented 
with  a  Lieutenant's  commission.  He  wa- mustered 
out  in  May.  l.sfi;S.  and  repairing  to  Ins  native 
county  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  and  cloth- 
ing trade  at  Red  t  reek. 

In  1807  Mr.  Cooper  changed  the  scene  of  his 
operation-  to  Burr  Oak,  Mich.,  opening  a  store 
with  jewelry  and  sewing-machines.  Later  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  Sturgis,  taking  up  his  residence 
here  about  1880,  and  engaged  in  the  life,  tire  in- 
surance and  pension  business.     We   next  find  him 
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out  purchased  l.r>.">  acres  in  Leonidas  Township, 
where  he  improved,  a  fine  farm,  which  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  his  widow  and  children.  Upon  this 
has  been  erected  a  substantial  set  of  frame  build- 
ings, including  three  barns  and  a  modern  residence. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vandermark  occupied  that  homestead 
a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  1883,  retiring  from  the  more  active  labors  of 
life  took  up  their  abode  in  the  village,  where  the 
death  of  Mr.  Vandermark  occurred  Oct.  9.  1886, 
after  an  illness  of  five  years,  during  which  he  had 
at  times  been  a  great  sufferer. 

John  Vandermark  was  born  in  Marble  Township, 
Ulster  Co.,  IS'.  Y.,  Jan.  6,  1813,  "here  he  acquired 
a  common-school  education  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood, lie  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  after 
coming  to  Michigan  was  greatly  prospered  in  his 
labors  and  accounted  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
St.  Joseph  County.  He  was  a  very  benevolent 
man  and  a  father  to  the  poor,  giving  of  his  means  to 
those  less  fortunate  and  never  turning  away  from 
his  door  anyone  who  was  in  need.  lie  was  a  con- 
scientious member  of  the  Democratic  party,  a  man 
decided  in  his  views,  and  one  who  advocated  his 
principles  with  all  the  strength  of  his  character. 
Genial  and  hospitable,  he  is  kindly  remembered  by 
hosts  of  friends,  and  passed  away  in  peace  with  full 
hope  of  a  blessed  hereafter.  We  gladly  copy 
from  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Vandermark  which  appeared 
in  a  local  paper  at  the  time  of  his  death.  This 
clearly  shows  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  neighbors : 

"Our esteemed  fellow-townsman  is  no  more.  He 
passed  away  peacefully  and  quietly,  alter  giving 
full  directions  as  to  the  preparations  for  his  funeral, 
which  he  desired  to  take  place  quietly  and  without 
ostentation.  He  was  held  in  highest  esteem  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  always  proved  to  be  a  worthy 
citizen,  kind  neighbor,  husband  and  father,  as  well 
as  of  industrious,  economical  and  regular  habits. 
John  Vandermark  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N. 
Y.,  Jan.  (J.  1813.  He  went  to  Orleans  County.  X. 
Y.,  in  1835,  was  married  Feb.  •_':'.,  1837,  to  Jane 
Warren,  and  in  the  following  September  moved  to 
Michigan,  in  this  county,  and  first  settled  in  Men- 
don,  lie  lived  on  the  prairie,  just  across  the  town 
line    in   Leonidas  Township,  on  a    farm   which    he 


developed,  improved  and  occupied  since  the  year 
1847,  leaving  the  farm  only  to  occupy  a  fine 
residence  in  this  place,  where  he  finally  breathed 
his  last.  His  occupation  was  farming  during  all 
these  years.  The  fruits  of  his  marriage  were  but 
two  children;  one  of  them,  the  late  Mrs.  Charles 
Cattell,  departed  this  life  about  seven  years  ago. 
The  elder  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Simpson,  still  sur- 
vives him.  The  funeral  was  very  largely  attended, 
and  the  general  verdict  is  Mendon  has  lost  one  of 
her  most  highly  respected  citizens.  His  aged  eon- 
sort  still  survives  him,  and  has  the  sympathy  of  this 
entire  community  in  her  bereavement,  though  she 
is  well  provided  for,  and  has  hopes  of  living  some 
years  yet  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  joint  industry 
and  economy." 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vandermark  there  were  born 
two  children  only:  Lydia  A.  is  now  the  wife  of 
John  Simpson,  a  farmer  in  good  circumstances, 
carrying  on  agriculture  successfully  in  Nottawa 
Township;  they  have  three  children — Alice,  Will- 
iam and  Elwin;  Marion,  the  younger  daughter,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  Cattell,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Mendon  Township.  June  4,  1879;  she  left 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son — Addie, 
Agnes  ami  John  C.  Marion  was  born  April  4, 
1844,  and  was  married    March  8,  1871. 
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EORGE  DUNNING,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Sturgis.  has  for  nearly  thirty  years  been  act- 
ively identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  is  a  most  worthy 
representative  of  the  class  which  has  done  so  much 
for  its  development  and  for  the  promotion  of  its 
material  prosperity. 

Mr.  Dunning  was  born  in  Penfield  Township. 
Monroe  Co.,  N.  V..  Sept.  16,  1816,  coming  of  a 
good  New  England  ancestry.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Martin  Dunning,  was  the  son  of  an  English- 
man, who  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  to 
America  before  the  Revolution,  and  cast  in  their 
lot  with  the  Colonists.     The  Hon.  Josiah  Dunning. 

of  the  early  Governors  of  Indiana,  was  a  lineal 

descendant  of  one  of  the   historical    three   brothers 
•► 
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just  i       \  nit*  I  >n  •  '  our 

subject,  ■•■  i  \  01  rnonl .  mill  u 

settlei  ol    Monro    County,  anil   nl  one  time  could 

h.'iv  e  bought   '  be  city  of  Rochester  He 

actively    assisted   in  the  development   ol    tin 

rounding  counl  ry  fi  oni  i  lie  »  ildi 

cl.i\  -   pro  niled  In  \\  estei  n  and  '  York. 

i  ini  -nl  hi i:il   cilui'Ation  in 

Ids  1 1  ■  1 1 1  \  6  cou  was  thus  ainplj  111 

tcni'lier,  «  hicli 
tion,  teaching,  however,  bill    n   short    time,   pn 

himself  to  lii-  callin 
In  1846   he   moved    to  Chautauqua   County,   in  his 
1 1 1 •  1   thence  < •: ■  ? ■  i •  -   to  this  county  in 
A  pril  1 1'    immediately    purchased  his  | 

•  ■lit    place  of    residence,  and    has    1  i  -^  •  • « 1   then  • 
since.     Bj    persi  sti  nl    nnd   »«'ll    i  indusl  i  \ . 

combined  with  sound judg nl  and    prudence,  he 

n  pro  >  'il  one  of  the  fines  I  and  m  i .- 1 1  >  K  • 

farms  in  St.  Joseph  '  ounty.   It  comprises  160 
of  i\  ;  ile  soil,  which  he  culth 

the   in"-'    approved    methods.      Hi 
commodious  and  well-appointed  house,  o  line  barn 
and  other  substantial  farm   buildings,  and   has  lii- 
farm   well    supplied  «itli   modern    machinery 
labor.     Mr.  Dunn  in    prospi 

ciroumsti es,  and  i-  numbered  among  the  solid, 

well-to-do  citizens  "t  the  countj  . 

i  )ui  subject  and  Miss  Marin  Sh 
in  marriage  Jan,  -.  1840,  and  thus  for  nearly  half 
eled  life's  Hut. 

dividing  its  sorrows  and   doubling  its  Mi- 

I tunning  i-  :>  daughter  of  John  S 
of  Mi  ity,  N.  Y.,  w  here 

Of  her  happj    weddeil   life  «iili  ou  five 
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to  hi, 

prominent  attornej  of  Sturgis,  of  whom  - 
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penter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  followed  that  calling 
until  he  was  fifty-five  or  sixty  years  old,  when  lie 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  To  hiin  and  liis  wife 
were  horn  nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  grew 
to  maturity:  William,  Edward,  Charles,  Harriet, 
Mary,  Cornelia,  Silas  and  Emily,  the  latter  dying 
after  reaching  womanhood,  leaving  a  family  of  chil- 
dren. 

Silas  Stow  grew  to  manhood  amid  the  scenery 
of  his  native  county,  and  received  an  excellent 
education,  the  Connecticut  schools  even  in  that  day 
heing  famous  for  their  superiority.  After  leaving 
school  he  worked  two  years  in  a  chair  factory  in 
Barkhamsted,  in  his  native  county,  and  then  went 
to  Hartford,  in  the  same  State,  to  act  as  clerk  in  the 
dry-goods  store  of  Bowles,  Sexton  &  Co., on  Siloam 
street,  and  during  the  seven  years  that  he  remained 
in  their  employ  he  traveled  quite  extensively  for 
the  firm.  At  one  time  they  sent  him  into  Michigan 
on  a  collecting  tour,  and  he  was  infatuated  with 
this  country,  and  resolved  to  settle  in  St.  Joseph 
County  if  he  should  ever  come  West.  In  1846  our 
subject  entered  into  business  on  his  own  account, 
and  building  a  chair  factory  in  Middleville,  N.  Y., 
ran  it  two  years.  In  1848  he  moved  to  ftlontville, 
Ohio,  and  erected  a  chair  factory  in  that  town. 
In  1850  In'  traded  it  for  a  farm,  hut  in  1854  he  re- 
sumed the  manufacturing  of  chairs,  coming  to  Sturgis 
and  building  and  operating  a  factory  in  this  place 
for  several  years,  employing  from  fifty  to  sixty 
hands  and  doing  a  large  business.  During  the  war 
he  exchanged  his  factory  for  a  farm  in  Barry 
County, this  State,  and  for  some  land  in  Minnesota. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  war  he  bought  cavalry 
horses  for  the  United  States  Government.  He  em- 
barked in  his  present  business  in  1867. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Oct.  20,  1840,  to  Mary 
L.,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Catherine  (Coe)  Ran- 
som, natives  of  Connecticut.  They  are  both  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Stow  was  born  iii  Sherburne,  N.  V.. 
Dec.  29,  1815.  Her  union  with  our  subject  has 
been  a  happy  one,  extending  over  a  period  of  nearly 
fifty  years,  and  it  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the 
birth  of  two  children  —  Franklin  N.  and  Charles  E. 
The  latter,  who  married  Isabella  Duck,  lives  in 
Chicago,  and  to  him  and  his  wife  has  come  one 
child,  Flora.;  Franklin  is  a  commission  merchant  at 


No.  138  South  Water  street,  Chicago,  111.;  he  mar- 
ried Sophia  Buck,  and  the}'  have  two  children  Jiv- 
ing— —Jessie  and  Franklin  G.  Their  son  Philip  S., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  was  a  promising 
young  man  of  high  character,  and  was  bright  and 
well  educated. 

Mr.  Stow  has  been  an  invaluable  citizen  of  Stur- 
gis since  his  advent  here  thirty-five  years  ago.  He 
has  taken  a  hearty  interest  in  extending  its  business 
and  commercial  relations  with  the  outside  country, 
and  has  ever  lent  his  influence  to  all  good  schemes 
for  its  advancement.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  but  contributes  generously  to  the  support 
of  religious  institutions.  His  charity  and  benevo- 
lence are  well  known,  and  his  means  are  heavily 
taxed  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate  and  ' 
downtrodden.  He  is  an  unassuming  man,  and  cares 
not  for  the  emoluments  and  honors  of  public  office, 
but  was  prevailed  upon  by  his  many  friends  to  ac- 
cept his  present  position  of  Supervisor,  and  for  four 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council. 
While  a  resident  of  Ohio  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  but  refused  to  serve.  He  is  a  Mason, 
and  has  been  as  high  as  the  Commandery. 
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irjVENJAMIN  F.  WEINBERG.  This  name 
will  be  recognized  as  belonging  to  one  of 
the  finest  old  families  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  gentleman  herein  treated  of  is  a  most 
worthy  representative  of  his  race,  numbers  of  whom 
are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  His  father.  Samuel  Wein- 
berg, was  born  there,  in  Armstrong  Count}',  in 
1812,  and  carried  on  farming  until  the  removal  to 
Michigan  in  1840.  Here  he  located  in  Lockport 
Township  on  the  Buck  farm,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Three  Rivers,  but  later  removed  to  Park  Town- 
ship, where  he  lived  three  years,  engaged  in  fann- 
ing. Subsequently  he  changed  his  residence  to  the 
Lantz  farm,  which  he  operated  one  year,  then  re- 
turned to  Park  Township,  purchasing  farm  prop- 
erty, and  sojourning  there  again  three  years.  We 
next  find  him  in  the  vicinity  of  Three  Rivers  again, 
where  he  purchased    a    half-interest   in  a  spoke  and 
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:i\  1 1 n 1 1 •  1 1 >  .if   which    In'  con- 

ducted i»"  yean  Upon  withdrawing  from  tin- 
In-  purchased  1 20  acres  of  land  in  Flowerfleld  Town- 
ship, mi  -.  In  1 1 1 i  —  In-  subsequently  added 
twentj  Kii-.  making  farm  "i  140  acres, 
where,  with  tin-  exception  "i  three  years,  he  - 
the  remaindei  ofhis  lit''-.  During  this  interval  he 
was  a  resident  I  Rivers.  His  death  took 
place  mi  the  farm  in  Flowerfleld  Township,  Sept. 
:in,  i  - 

Mi-     A ■   I  lit  iinMli  i  ( irindei  i    w  the 

mother  "i  our  subject,  is  also  n  native  ol  Penn- 
sylvania, and  remai  dent  .•!  Three  Rivers, 
making  her  home  «iili  her  Bon-in-law,  William 
Hepier,     The    parental    household    included    nine 

children,  •■!  whom  died  in  infancy  ,and  :i  daugh- 

\nin-.  died  ul  the  age  "i  Ihii  i \  ii\ c  j  • 
others  -till  survive:  Adam  G     ii  a  mechanii 
makes  his   home  in   Florida;  Hiram  is  engaged  in 
i        ..  iiiil;  and  farming  combined,  and   makes  bis 
In. mi-  in    Flowerfleld   Township;  Susan  Is  the  wife 
,.|    Dudley     M.    Francisco,    «li"    is   carrying  <>n  :i 

liver}    business  al    Ii Rivers;  Hannah  married 

Frank  Huffsmitb,  «li"  is  engaged  ns  a  farmer  .-in. I 
Btock-buyei    in   Flowerfleld  Township;  Ellen  is  the 

wife    "i    William   Hepier,  who  is  i lucting 

liverj    business  :ii   Thi ee   R  Iwin  W(  sley  is 

a  prosperous  farmer  am  I  of  \\  ash  in 

Territorj . 

I  he  Bubjecl  of  this  Bketch  was  born  on  the  banks 
of  the  St  Joseph   River,    in    Lockporl    Township, 

this  ■■ tj  .    < let    l".    1844.     Hi-   childh I  and 

youth  were  spent  :it    tl 1. 1    homestead,  and    lii> 

ed ucal nducted   in  the  i imon  -'  h 

With  iln-  exception  of  five  or 
clerk    in   a  general  Bton  Threi     R  vers,  he  has 

made  farming  > » i  —  occupation.     In  l>7:i  he  took  up 
In-  permanent  residence  on  the  old  homestead.     He 
w:i-  married,    Dec,    16,  1880,  in  Flowerfleld   I 
ship,  i"   Miss   May  I  Ij   was  born  In 

ntj  .Pa     Si   ••     '■      -  -       hi. I  is  the 
daughter  >>f  Joseph  and  w  kley,  the 

former  of  whom  died  when  his  daughtei  Maj  was 
an   infant     The   mollu 

to  Samuel  Conser,     Thi  j  •  im<    to  the  West  about 
[869,  and  Mrs,  <  oneer  died  in   Flowerfleld    I 
.sinji.  May  ii.  1883      Mi    I     makes  In*  home  with 


I  be  - 

Lutheran  <  'bui  I 

have   I n  born  four  childi  ■ 

; 
dpril  i.  If 
The  W  einborg  liomesU  ad    ia 

northwest  ••!   Iln ■  mil  com| 

uf  the  plcasanl  ■  in  this  |> irl  ..f  tin 

i  inr  Bubjccl  cast  his  I    il    P 
mour,  and  since  that  time  Ii  uniform 

porter  of  the  D  I  \ 

■  I  in. .ii  soldier  in  I 
The  family  com  pi  it  of  the  landra 

Joseph  County,  to  whose  development  and 
they  have  contributed  t heir  full  .| 


l.i  BEN  II.  ESTES       ["he  fact  tl  r  thi  sub- 
ject <>f  1 1 1 i  —  sketch  was  Hie  tir-i    man  who 
ii    Mendon    ! 
^ship  is  sufficient  indication  that  be  i-  worthy 

k  among  it-  honored   i lei  rs.      VI 

of  Ii".  in  which  be   « 

he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  lit'. . 
i-  now  living  amid  the  i 

at  Mendon.     He  ii.  the  liirlii 

on -the   rugged    Ni'w    England  Coast    in 
<  ounl  ■. .  Me.,  Man  h  27,  I  *  1 7.  am 
j.'unii.  h  i  Kii  l.\  i  l  -■•  -.  *    o  wen   bon 

d  in  the  ■  I  he  I  it  liei    in   ■ 

manl I  learned  the  tl  .  bui 

I urned  his  cultural   |>nr- 

The  spent   their   lac 
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I;.  111:1111 
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tion  were  admirable  examples  of  the  principles 
whicb  they  professed.  Their  family  included  ten 
children,  who  were  named  respectively:  Alice.  Al- 
len. Deborah,  Hannah;  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  live  years;  Kda.  Benjamin,  Robert;  Reuben  II.. 
Our  subject,  and  Thomas. 

Mr.  Estes,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  ninth  child  of 
his  parents,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon 
the  farm,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Soon  after  reaching  his  majority  he  com- 
menced farming  on  his  own  account  in  the  vicinity 
of  Caledonia,  Livingston  Co..  X.  V..  to  which  he 
had  removed  with  his  parents  about  1826.  Two 
years  later.  Feb.  1-'.  1840,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Lydia  Dewey.  Squire  Allen  officiating.  Mrs.  Estes 
was  horn  April  2.  1817,  near  Utica,  X.  Y..  and  was 
orphaned  by  the  death  of  both  parents  when  a  little 
child  six  years  of  aye.  She  was  then  taken  into  the 
home  of  a  maternal  aunt.  Mrs.  Wright,  remaining 
with  her  until  her  marriage.  She,  like  our  subject, 
in  early  years  was  a  member  of  the  Quaker  Church, 
but  later  they  both  identified  themselves  with  the 
Congregationalists.  Of  this  union  there  were  horn 
live  children,  namely:  Alice.  Mrs.  Wesley  P.  Cus- 
tard, and  the  mother  of  two  children;  Almeron,  a 
resident  of  Hartland,  Niagara  County:  Adelaide, 
who  died  in  New  York  State,  in  childhood;  Arthur, 
who  died  in  1853,  and  Eva,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years.  Mrs.  Lydia  Estes  departed  this  life 
a!   her  home  in  Mendon.  Sept.  6,   1887. 

Mr.  Estes  left  the  Empire  State  in  the  year  1853) 
with  a  snuu'  sum  of  money,  anil  coming  to  Men- 
don Township,  this  county,  purchased  313  acres  of 
land  lying  on  sections  28  and  :!.">.  This  property 
he  still  retains.     Later   he   purchased   157  acres  of 

his  cousin,  which    he  sold  live    years    later    for    the 

snug  sum  of  $8,000.  lie  has  speculated  consider- 
ably in  real  estate,  and  in  addition  to  his  home 
farm  has  .".(12  acres  in  Leonidas  Township.  About 
1862  he  added  106  acres  to  the  homestead,  which 
now  embraces  120  acres — one  of  the  finest  bodies 
of  land  in  the  county.  He  lias  eighty-seven  acres 
in  Kalamazoo  County,  and  246  acres  on  Xottawa 
Prairie,  making  in  all  an  estate  of  1,046  acre-. 

Mr.  Estes  in  due  time  turned  his  attention  to 
the  development  of  Mendon  Village,  in  which  he 
has   been    no   unimportant    factor.     Here    he    has  a 


business  block  and  two  fine  dwellings,  the  latter 
two  stories  in  height  and  built  of  Milwaukee  brick. 
Our  subject  has  assisted  in  the  building  of  every 
church  in  Mendon  Village,  and  various  other  enter- 
prises tending  to  its  growth  and  development  uni- 
formly receive  his  support.  He  labored  industri- 
ously to  have  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad 
constructed  through  this  place,  and  was  congratu- 
lated by  numbers  of  citizens  upon  his  success.  Po- 
litically, he  is  an  advocate  of  prohibition,  but  cast 
his  vote  for  the  grandson  of  old  Tippecanoe  during 
the  late  election  (1888).  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  .Mason,  and  stands  high  among  his  brethren. 
In  noting  men  who  have  been  important  factors  in 
bringing  St.  Joseph  County  to  her  present  condi- 
tion, Mr.  Estes  is  worthy  of  more  than  passing 
mention. 

=£=£>- 

UTIIER  T.  WILCOX,  Cashier  of  the  Three 
Rivers  National  Lank,  and  having  theprin- 

|x.  cipal  management  of  the  institution,  which 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  solid  in  the  city,  en- 
gaged in  banking  in  this  place  first  in  1K!S.'!.  He 
came  to  Three  Rivers  in  1857,  and  was  variously 
occupied  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter.  He  was 
born  near  St.  Johnsville,  Montgomery  Co..  X.  Y., 
(let.  2.  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  Wilcox,  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont,  who  carried  on  merchandising  in 
Montgomery  County,  X.  Y..  a  number  of  years. 
The  mother,  w1k.sc  maiden  name  was  Mary  Vouker, 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Youker,  a  veteran  of 
the  Revolutionary  War.  and  was  also  horn  in  Mont- 
gomery County.  X.  Y.  The  Wilcox  family  trace- 
its  ancestry  back  to  England,  and  Caleb  Wilcox, 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  spent  his 
last  years  in  Vermont. 

Peter  Wilcox  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Mont- 
gomery County.  X.  Y..  where  he  resided  until 
1837,  when  he  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  in  the 
same  State.  In  May,  1852,  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  with  his  family  inVan  Buren County, 
hut  only  lived  t  hii'ty  days  thereafter,  his  death  tak- 
ing place  in  the  following  month.  There  wen'  six 
children,  three  hoys  and  three  girls,  in  the  parental 
family,  who  are  still   living,  and  of  whom  our  sub- 
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furnished  throughout — every  convenience  obtaina- 
ble may  be  found  within  its  walls.  The  barns  and 
outhouses  necessary  to  the  successful  operation  of 
his  farm  are  models  of  their  class,  and  represent 
the  investment  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  yet  in  the 
convenience  of  handling  the  crops  of  the  farm  and 
caring  for  the  animals,  it,  pays  a  handsome  interest 
on  the  cost. 

Our  subject  was  married.  Dec.  20,  I860,  in  Con- 
stantine  Township,  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Green,  a 
daughter  of  William  W.  and  Jane  A.  (Gray) 
Green.  She  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I..  Sept. 
2(t.  1838.  Her  mother  died  in  Dover,  Cuyahoga  Co., 
Ohio.  Mr.  Green  was  then  married  to  Miss 
Betsey  Taylor.  Of  the  first  union  there  were  horn 
four  children:  Thomas  G.,  now  a  resident  of  Cen- 
treville,  this  county;  Christopher  F.,  living'  in 
(  <m -tan tine;  Mrs.  Gibson,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
and  Mary,  the  widow  of  Henry  Driscol,  who  died 
in  Porter  Township.  Cass  County.  Of  the  second 
marriage  there  was  one  child  only.  Lillie,  the  wife 
of  Henry  Sooy,  of  (ass  County,  this  State. 

William  W.  Green  was  born  in  Providence. 
P>.  I.,  where  he  was  married  and  lived  until  about 
IS  111.  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  That  year  lie 
removed  with  his  wife  and  four  children  to  Ohio, 
and  was  a  resident  of  Cuyahoga  County  eight 
years.  The  family  then  changed  their  residence 
to  PawPaw  Township.  Van  Buren  Co.,  Mich., 
where  the  father  later  retired  from  active  life,  and 
has  since  made  his  home  with  a  daughter. 

Mr.  Gibson  is  the  father  of  six  children,  named 
Elizabeth  J..  Caroline  I..  John  S.,  Frances  V..  Ger- 
trude Land  William  G.  The  father  of  oursutoject, 
John  Gibson,  was  born  in  Ireland;  his  mother, 
Elizabeth  Defiance,  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  father  came  from  Ireland  to  Penn- 
sylvania when  he  was  but  two  years  of  age.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Scotchman.  The 
parents  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  St.  Joseph 
County  in  1M4H.  and  in  1849  they  settled  in  Con- 
stantine  Township,  where  tiny  lived  until  the  time 
of  their  death. 

In  addition  to  his  fanning  operations  Mr.  Gib- 
son owns  valuable  real  estate  outside  of  Constan- 
tine.  He  owns  a  brick  block  in  the  center  of 
■    Three    Rivers;    he    has    also   bought   the    Central 


State  Bank,  located  in  Geneseo,  Pice  Co..  Kan., 
alter  it  had  been  in  operation  about  a  year.  His 
son.  John  S.  Gibson,  is  cashier  of  the  bank,  and 
iiiidcr  his  careful  and  conservative  management  it 
takes  rank  among  the  solid  institutions  of  the 
State.  Mr.  Gibson  also  makes  a  specialty  of  loan- 
ing money  to  the  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Mr.  Gibson's  residence  is  located  on  what  is 
known  as  Broad  street.  It  presents  the  most  hand- 
some appearance  of  any  residence  in  the  township. 
This  elegant  home  is  presided  over  by  his  estimable 
wife,  who  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  taste.  She  is 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  social  life  of  the  locality 
in  which  they  live;  genial  and  good-hearted,  she  is 
always  found  in  any  enterprise  having  for  its  pur- 
pose the  benefit  of  those  in  need.  Those  of  the 
children  who  are  at  home  form  a  charming  family 
circle,  and  to  a  stranger  visiting  their  house  they 
extend  every  courtesy  and  attention.  Mr.  Gibson 
possesses  a  strong  personality,  and  where  he  is 
associated  with  his  fellowmen  in  any  enterprise  of 
business  or  pleasure,  he.  by  force  of  his  character, 
impresses  his  individuality  on  the  entire  proceed- 
ings so  strongly,  that  one  having  seen  the  gentle- 
man would  not  fad  to  recognize  the  ruling  spirit 
of  the  undertaking.  In  politics  he  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party.  Although  frequently 
solicited  by  his  neighbors  and  friends  to  accept 
official  favors  at  their  hands,  he  has  steadfastly 
declined  to  do  SO. 

John  Gibson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
June  24,  1799,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
father.  Samuel  Gibson,  in  1801,  they  settling  in 
Lycoming  County,  l'a..  where  John  was  reared  on 
a  farm.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  purchased 
land  for  himself,  which  he  afterward  sold  and 
removed  to  Northumberland  County,  where  he 
purchased  another  farm  of  U'C  acres,  which  he 
Occupied  until  coining  West.  This  journey  was 
performed  in  1848,  and  he  lived  the  first  year  in 
Northern  Indiana,  adjacent  to  the  Michigan  line. 
The  following  spring  he  rented  200  acres  of  land 
in  Constantine  Township,  this  county,  which  com- 
prises t  he  present  homestead.  He  was  married  to 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  1!.  DeFranee.  Dee.  15,  1825. 
This  lady  was  of  French  extraction,  and  was  born 
(  )ci.  i,  lT'.t'.t.  near  Jersey  Shore,* Lycoming  Co..  Pa. 
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II.  (Mackey)  McFall,  who  were  natives  respectively 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.  Mr.  McFall  was 
born  in  1814  and  is  still  living,  making  his  home 
in  Sandusky,  Ohio.  The  mother  died  in  1853  in 
Erie  County.  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children, one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Cole  was  the  second  child.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Mr.  McFall  was  married  the  second  time, 
to  Miss  Clara  Miles, by  whom  he  became  the  father 
of  four  more  children.  He  has  been  a  Deacon  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  a  period  of 
thirty  years,  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  three  children:  Fanny  I)..  Nov.  22.  1875; 
Tula  M..  March  29,  1877.  and  Leva  M.,  June  26, 
L879. 

The  Cole  resilience  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
village  of  Mention,  and  our  subject  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  numbered  among  its  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens.  Both  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Cole 
has  served  as  Treasurer  and  Trustee  for  some  time. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  has  held 
the  various  minor  offices.,  including  those  of  Town- 
ship and    Village   Treasurer  and    Village  Trustee. 

/p^EOROE  ALBERT  ANGEVINE,  a  lifelong 
(I|  (_  resident  of  Mendon  Township,  it  being  his 
^\^J!  native  place,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Michigan,  who  came  within  its  borders 
prior  to  the  time  it  was  transformed  from  a  Terri- 
tory to  a  State.  The  latter,  Stephen  D.  Angevine, 
was  a  native  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  and  born 
near  the  city  of  Poughkeepsie.  He  married  Miss 
Jane  A.  Woods,  a  native  of  Center  County,  Pa. 

The  father  of  our  subject  at  an  early  period  in 
his  life  became  a  resident  of  Niagara  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  thence  emigrated  to  this  county.  Miss 
Woods  came  about  1829  with  her  father,  who 
located  in  Washtenaw  County  during  the  period  of 
its  early  settlement,  and  a  tew  years  later  removed 
to  Nottawa.  The  young  people  were  married  in 
Centreville,  and  settled  in  Mendon  Township  upon 
a  tract  of   new  land,  in  1843,  from  which  they   con- 


structed a  homestead,  and  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  rested  from 
his  earthly  labors  June  19.  1878,  in  the  sixty-third 
year  of  his  age.  The  mother  passed  away  some 
years  after  the  decease  of  her  husband,  April  8, 
1883,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  her  age.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  one  of  whom,  a 
son,  died  young.  Samuel  H.,the  brother  of  oursub- 
ject.  is  a  resident  of  Mendon. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  at  the  modest  homestead  of  his  parents 
in  Mendon  Township,  Nov.  1G.  1843.  The  farm 
was  located  on  section  32,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  Samuel  II.  George,  like  his  brother,  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  making  himself  useful  to  his 
parents,  and  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  He  took  kindly  to  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture, and  has  wisely  been  content  to  make  of 
farming  his  life  vocation,  finding  ample  satisfaction 
in  the  quiet  pursuits  of  country  life  and  the  results 
of  his  labors.  In  no  haste  to  marry,  his  wedding 
occurred  after  he  had  reached  the  twenty-fifth  year 
of  his  age,  Dec.  15,  1808,  the  lady  of  his  choice  be- 
ing Miss  Marion  R.  Hendrickson,  and  the  ceremony 
taking  place  at  the  village  of  Mendon.  This 
lady  became  the  mother  of  three  children — Clar- 
ence L..  Orley  C.  ami  Lulu  M.  She  passed  away 
on  the  liUli  of  May.  1881.  She  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Mary  A.  (Moore)  Hendrickson,  who  spent  their 
last  years  in  Mendon.  Our  subject  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  at  Three  Rivers.  April  4,  1888, 
with  Mrs.  Marion  A.  Briggs,  widow  of  Charles  D. 
Briggs,  who  died  in  Constantine,  this  State,  Feb. 
20,  1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs  were  the  parents 
of  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Kittie  L.,  who  is 
now  sixteen  years  of  age. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  Sept. 
22,  1852.  in  Three  Rivers,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Sylvester  and  Louisa  (Carpenter)  Troy,  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  anil  Massachusetts  respect- 
ively, and  came  to  Michigan  about  1834.  Mrs. 
Troy  departed  this  life  twenty-eight  years  ago.  at 
her  home  in  Three  Rivers,  in  1860.  Mr.  Troy  was 
again  married,  and  he  and  his  wife  make  their  home 
in  Three  Rivers.  Mr.  Angevine  lias  been  identified 
with    the    Masonic    fraternity    since    a   young    man 
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Mr.  Andrews  upon  reaching  manhood  identified 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  remains 
loyal  to  his  first  political  faith,  and  lias  held  the 
various  school  offices  of  his  township,  besides  till- 
ing other  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
bears  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest 
living  settlers  of  Flowerfleld  Township,  coming 
here  before  the  laying  out  of  the  village  of  this 
name,  when  he  was  obliged  to  transport  his  prod- 
uce to  the  little  village  of  Three  Rivers,  obtain- 
ing there  also  his  provisions.  He  can  tell  many 
interesting  tales  of  life  in  the  pioneer  times,  and  no 
man  has  taken  more  genuine  satisfaction  in  noting 
the  growth  and   progress  of  the   Wolverine   State 


<ffi  WILLIAM  M.  IKELER.  The  medical  pro- 
\rjf  fession  of  St.  Joseph  County  is  probably  as 
W${/  fairly  represented  as  in  any  community  of 
the  State.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  physician 
and  surgeon  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  good  practice, 
was  born  near  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa., 
Sept.  12,  1843,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  nine 
children,  the  offspring  of  John  and  Mary  (Lauback) 
Ikeler.  who  were  both  of  German  descent.  John 
Ikeler  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  with  his 
excellent  wife  is  now  living  with  his  son,  the  Doctor. 
The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  after  the 
manner  of  most  farmer's  sons,  attending  the  district, 
school  in  winter,  and  working  around  the  homestead 
in  summer.  He  completed  his  literary  education  at 
the  academy  at  New  Columbia,  l'a..  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years  began  reading  medicine  under 
the  instruction  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Barrett,  of  Cambria, 
Pa.  Upon  being  sufficiently  advanced  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  of 
Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  graduated  from 
this  institution  in  the  spring  of  1870. 

Our  subject  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
on  the  1st  of  March,  1870,  as  the  partner  of  his  old 
instructor.  Dr.  Barrett,  with  whom  he  continued  two 
years.  He  then  purchased  the  business  of  Dr.  15., 
continued  in  Cambria  two  years  longer,  and  theme, 
in  1874,  turned  his  steps  toward  this  county.  He 
established  himself  in  Three  Rivers  at  once,  being 
successful  from  the  start,  and  on    the  16th  of   Feb- 


ruary', 1880,  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Law- 
rence D.  Knowles.  This  firm  is  now  recognized  as 
among  the  leading  ones  in  the  profession  in  this 
county.  Dr.  Ikeler  is  a  member  of  the. American 
Medical  Association,  the  State  Medical  Association 
and  the  Kalamazoo  Academy  of  Medicine.  Socially, 
he  is  a  prominent  Knight  Templar  in  Masonry,  and 
religiously,  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  being  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  officiating  as  Chorister  for  the  past 
ten  years.  His  love  for  music  was  developed  at  an 
early  age,  and  to  this  art  he  gives  much  time  and 
attention. 

The  lady  who  has  presided  over  the  home  of  our 
subject  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years  was  in  her  girl- 
hood Miss  Harriet  M.  Fellows,  and  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  at  Schoolcraft.  Mich.,  in  1872.  Mrs. 
Ikeler  was  born  Oct.  19,  1848,  near  Schoolcraft, 
Mich.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Abiel  and  Anne 
(Insley)  Fellows,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
whence  later  they  removed  to  Kalamazoo  County, 
this  State.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
three  daughters,  Anne,  May  and  Hazel,  who  are 
now  living  at  home.  The  home  of  the  Doctor  is 
pleasantly  situated  in  the  central  part  of  the  city 
and  both  in  its  interior  and  surroundings  indicates 
the  exercise  of  cultivated   tastes  and   ample  means. 


^p^EORGE  W.  LELAND.  the  proprietor  of  a 
III  g— ,  good  farm  in  Mendon  Township,  is  located 
^*v=<ii  m  l'le  western  portion  of  section  30,  where 
he  has  120  acres  of  good  land  with  fair  improve- 
merits,  and  with  his  little  family,  consisting  of  his 
wife  and  one  son.  Roscoe  G.,  lives  comfortably  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  many  of  the  good  things  of 
life.  He  is  a  man  held  in  universal  respect  by  the 
people  of  his  community,  couiteous  and  kindly  in 
disposition,  thorough  as  a  farmer,  and  prompt  and 
reliable  as  a  business  man. 

Our  subject  comes  of  excellent  Pennsylvania 
stock,  being  the  son  of  Andrew  M.  and  Sarah  K, 
(Pellet)  Leland,  who  were  natives  respectively  of 
Columbia  and  Pike  Counties,  Pa.,  and  who  came  to 
Michigan  in  early  life,  about  1835-36,  with  their 
respective  parents.     The    two    families    settled    in    i  r 
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year  following  made  his  first  purchase  of  real  es- 
tate, a  small  tract  of  land  three  miles  from  Three 
River.-,  which  was  his  first  real  home  after  leaving 
his  father's  roof.  Here  he  put  up  a  cooper  shop, 
and  had  laid  many  plans  for  the  future  which  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  put  to  (light,  as  in  the 
case  of  thousands  of  others.  On  the  2d  of  August, 
1861,  laying  aside  his  personal  plans  and  interests, 
he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  G,  25th 
Michigan  Infantry,  the  company  under  command 
of  Capt.  TulUerson,  and  the  regiment  commanded 
by  Col.  Moore.  He  remained  in  the  army  until 
September,  1864,  and  then, on  accountof  disability 
incurred  from  hardship  and  privation,  was  obliged 
to  accept  his  honorable  discharge.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Louisville.  Ky..  and  at  once  returned 
to  his  home,  where  he  lived  until  18GC. 

Our  subject,  now  having  accumulated  some 
capital,  sold  out,  and  purchased  120  acres  on  sec- 
tion 20,  Flowerfield  Township,  where  he  commenced 
farming,  but  only  retained  possession  of  his  prop- 
erty until  the  following  year.  In  1869  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Cass  County,  to  which  he  removed, 
and  where  he  lived  until  April,  1880.  Then,  re- 
turning to  Flowerfield  Township,  be  purchased  his 
present  homestead  on  section  22.  Here  he  has  ef- 
fected good  improvements,  and  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  holding  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk  since  18S6,  and  occupying  other  posi- 
tions of  trust.  He  w:is  a  Whig  before  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  A  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations, 
upright  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-citizens,  he 
is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  numbered  among  the 
representative  men  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Mrs.  Cooper  was  born  Sept.  I.".,  1830,  in  Bucks 
County,  Pa.,  anil  of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  were  born  twelve  children,  only  seven  of 
whom  are  living,  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
five  sons  are  all  at  home.  They  were  named  re- 
spectively: William  A.,  born  April  Hi,  1858; 
Samuel  D.,  Dec.  •_':;.  1861  ;  Pearson,  Aug.  11,  1867; 
Delaware.  April  25,  1*72:  Henrietta  Matilda,  Jan. 
23.  1863;  Ida  May.  June  22.  1865;  Bismark.  Sept, 
20,  1878.  Mr.  Cooper,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  spent  his  last  years 
-*• ! 


at  Ilolmesville.  Pa.,  where  his  decease  took  place  in 
1869.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Cooper,  our  subject, 
died  of  cholera  in  1S32,  when  he  was  a  little  child 
two  years  of  age. 
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31  EORGE  C.  BRISSETTE.  The  clothing  trade 
-,  of  Three  Rivers  finds  a  most  energetic  rep- 
Vss^l  resentative  in  this  gentleman,  who,  in  fact, 
stands  in  a  position  not  far  from  the  head.  He 
possesses  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  business,  has 
excellent  taste  in  the  selection  of  goods  and  also  in 
the  manufacture  of  material  into  garments.  His 
patronage  comes  from  the  best  citizens  of  the  place, 
among  whom  he  is  a  favorite  both  in  social  and 
business  circles. 

Mr.  Brissette  is  a  native  of  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada, having  been  born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Sept,  20,  184H.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Mar- 
garet (Chenever)  Brissette,  the  former  a  farmer  and 
miller  by  occupation.  Their  family  consisted  of 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years,  and  George  C.  was  the  youngest.  He  received 
a  good  education,  and  after  emerging  from  the 
primary  school  entered  Joliette  College,  where  he 
pursued  his  -indies  three  years. 

Upon  leaving  his  native  place  Mr.  Brissette  mi- 
grated to  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  post-olHce,  and  afterward  was  employed 
in  a  general  store  a  year.  We  next  find  him  at  De- 
troit, Mich., as  an  employe  of  Mr.  E.  Lieberman,  a 
merchant,  with  whom  he  remained  eighteen  months, 
having  charge  most  of  this  time  of  a  branch  store 
in  East  Saginaw.  Later  he  returned  to  Detroit  and 
entered  the  main  store.  Subsequently  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  store  at  an  advanced  salary,  remaining 
with  that,  firm  until  April,  186.").  as  head  clerk  of 
the  retail  department. 

Mr.  Brissette  came  to  Three  Rivers  in  the  latter 
part  of  1865,  and  soon  afterward  associated  himself 
with  William  11.  Cook  in  the  clothing  trade,  which 
partnership  was  dissolved  a  year  later,  Mr.  B.  pur- 
chasing the  interest  of  his  partner.  His  present  store 
occupies  No.  •>'!  St.  Joseph  street,  and  is  equipped 
with   all   the  conveniences  for  the  rapid  transaction 
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who  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son,  Ray, 
and  died  April  29,  1888,  when  but  twenty-two 
years  of  age;  Pharus  R.  married  Miss  Minnie 
Gemberling,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Flowerfleld 
Township;  they  have  two  children — Maude  and 
Winfleld.  Elmer  Egbert  continues  at,  home  with 
his  parents. 

Mr.  Weinberg  lias  been  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  holding  the  office  of  County  Coroner  two 
terms,  also  those  of  Town  Treasurer  and  Highway 
Commissioner,  lie  and  his  family  belong  to  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  Mr.  W.  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and  during  the  late  Rebellion 
suffered  the  loss  of  his  eldest  son.  William  Harri- 
son, who.  in  the  fall  of  1861,  enlisted  at  Three 
Rivers  in  Company  E,  11th  Michigan  Infantry, 
which  was  at  first  commanded  by  (apt.  Spencer, 
and  later  by  Capt.  Hicks.  William  fought  with 
his  comrades  bravely  and  faithfully  until  during 
the  siege  of  Atlanta,  when  he  met  his  death  on  the 
field  of  battle.  Aug.  7.  1864,  when  but  twenty-one 
years  old.  His  remains  now  till  a  soldier's  grave 
at  Atlanta.  ( !a. 
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AN  I  EL  E.  THOMAS,  M.  D..  who  is  suc- 
cessfully practicing  medicine  in  Constan- 
tine  Village,  ranks  in  skill  and  learning 
among  the  leading  physicians  of  St.  Jo- 
seph County.  Besides  attending  to  his  profes- 
sional duties  the  Doctor  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  administration  of  civic  affairs,  and  holds  a 
prominent  position  in  the  village  government.  The 
community  is  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  deep 
interest  in  educational  matters,  lie  having  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  some  years,  and  is 
at  present  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  of  School  In- 
spectors, ami  has  always  used  his  influence  to  secure 
good  schools  for  the  education  of  the  young  in  this 
locality.  His  wisdom  and  advice  are  valued  in  the 
sessions  of  the  Village  Council,  of  which  he  is  an 
esteemed  member.  He  is  a  sound  Republican  in 
his  political  views  and  relations.  Religiously,  he 
and  his  wife  are  among  the  most  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist,  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Thomas  was  born  in    Royalton.  Niagara  Co., 


N.  Y.,  May  20,  1829.  His  parents  were  Eben  and 
Mary  (Cheney)  Thomas,  who  were  of  New  En- 
gland birth.  After  the  birth  of  their  family  of 
seven  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest, 
they  removed  from  their  old  home  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and 
settled  tm  a  farm  among  the  pioneers  of  that  part 
of  the  State.  The  father  afterward  died  there  on 
his  homestead,  and  the  mother  subsequently  went 
to  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  and  spent  Iter  remaining 
years  with  one  of  her  sons. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents,  and  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  He  was 
an  apt  scholar,  and  with  praiseworthy  ambition  de- 
voted himself  to  gaining  an  education,  having  to 
pay  his  own  way  at  school  with  money  that  he  earned 
by  working  out  summers  and  teaching  winters. 
He  thus  prepared  himself  for  college,  and  was  an 
early  student  at  Olivet  College,  in  Eaton  Count}', 
Mich.  After  leaving  that  institution  he  began  to 
study  medicine  with  the  late  Dr.  Timms,  of  Hills- 
dale County,  Mich.,  and  in  the  fall  of  1856  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Ann  Arbor.  He  received  his  diploma,  and 
was  graduated  from  therein  the  spring  of  1858, 
and  established  himself  in  his  profession  at  Ed- 
wardsburg,  in  Cass  County.  He  remained  there 
some  six  years,  and  then  removed  to  Hillsdale, 
Mich.,  where  he  practiced  about  a  year  and  a  half. 
In  the  fall  of  1866  he  took  advantage  of  a  fine 
opening  for  a  good  physician  in  the  villageof  Con- 
stantine,  where  he  has  since  lived  in  a  comfortable 
home,  and  enjoys  quite  an  extensive  practice. 

Dr.  Thomas  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
first  married  in  Ontwa  Township,  Cass  Co.,  Mich., 
to  Miss  Ann  Ormsby.  She  was  born  in  Cleveland 
Township,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  Nov.  24,  1836.  She 
died  at  Chardon,  Geauga  Co.,  Ohio,  of  consump- 
tion, Aug.  4,  1863,  leaving  one  son.  Everett  D., 
who  resides  in  Constantine.  The  Doctor's  mar- 
riage to  his  present  wife  took  place  in  Edwardsburg, 
Cass  County,  Aug.  18,  1864.  Mrs.  Thomas,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  E.  Mead,  was  born  in 
Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County,  Aug.  13,  1842. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Mary  (Paine) 
Mead.      Her   father  died  in   Cass  County,  in  1842. 
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was  born    Feb.    12,1876;  and  James  B.,  wbo  was 
born  Nov.  27,  1881. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  move  in  the  higbesl  society 
that  the  town  affords,  and  number  among  their 
friends  the  best  people  of  the  place.  It  is  the 
united  testimony  of  those  who  know  our  subject 
that  lie  is  an  upright  man  whose  life  is  without 
blemish,  lie  is  an  earnest  thinker,  has  a  cultured 
mind,  is  broad  and  enlightened  in  his  views,  and  a 
sincere  Christian  and  firm  believer  in  the  doctrine 
of  universal  salvation,  he  being  a  member  of  the 
l/nivei'sabst  Church.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  I.  ().  O.  F. 

— *%»¥»-     — 


^  KDREW  LAVERTY.  In  this  gentleman. 
(@/u|l     now  a  retired   farmer  and  highly  esteemed 

|jii  citizen  of  White  Pigeon,  we  find  an  exam- 
l^yj  pie    for  the  young  men  of  to-day,  who  are 

just  embarking  in  the  field  of  active  life,  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  a  man  in  the  humble  walks 
of  life,  by  being  honest,  true  and  industrious.  In 
early  life  he  enjoyed  but  a  few  advantages,  his 
school  days  were  limited,  and  he  had  not  wealth  nor 
position  to  aid  him  at  the  outset.  He  relied  solely 
upon  his  own  efforts  and  his  own  conduct  to  win 
him  the  success  in  life  be  so  much  desired.  The 
success  obtained  does  not  consist  exclusively  in  the 
sense  of  accumulating  wealth,  but  in  doing  good  to 
others  and  in  treating  his  neighbors  well,  and  in  win- 
ning their  respect  and  esteem. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Montour  County.  Pa.. 
Nov.  29,  1  ts  1  (j .  He  is  a  son  of  William  and  Debo- 
rah (I)emun)  Laverty.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Philadelphia,  and  died  when  our  subject  was  very 
young,  lie  w:i>  the  father  of  four  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  only  one  living.  The  mother 
married  Luke  Brass,  and  became  the  mother  of  two 
more  children,  one  of  whom,  Margaret,  is  living;  she 
is  now  the  wife  of  .1.  ('.  Else,  and  resides  in  Wau- 
baushene,  Ontario,  on  the  shores  of  the  Georgian 
Bay. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred 
when  our  subject  was  six  years  old,  he  left  his 
home  to  earn  his  own  living.  He  first  learned  the 
trade  of  :i  tailor,  which  he  followed  successfully  for 
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several  years.  His  health  beginning  to  fail  he  quit 
jt  and  engaged  in  fanning  for  two  years.  He  then 
worked  as  a  carpenter  for  some  time.  In  180(5  he 
came  to  St.  Joseph  County  and  settled  in  Constan- 
tine  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
in  the  spring  of  1  882,  when  he  moved  into  While 
Pigeon,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  owned  a 
fine  grain  farm,  but  when  he  moved  into  town  he 
disposed  of  it. 

Mr.  Laverty  was  married,  Jan.  8,  1838,  to  Sarah 
A.  Schuyler.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Eve  Schuyler.  They  lived  near  Paradise.  Northum- 
berland Co..  Pa.  The  father  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  is  now  dead.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Northampton  County.  Pa.  Our  subject  and  his 
good  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living,  named:  Kezia  S.,  Margaret  B., 
Eiiie  S.,  Mattie  II..  Frank  G.,  Charles  W.  and  Oliver 
Perry.  Kezia  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Blue,  of  Mott- 
ville  Township,  ami  is  the  mother  of  seven  children 
— Charlie,  Mattie,  Harry,  Minnie,  Frank,  Kate  and 
John.  Margaret  is  the  wifeof  John  F.  Barn ett,  and 
resides  at  Antwerp.  Ohio;  she  is  the  mother  of  three 
children  —  Eva.  Nellie  and  Maggie.  Ettie  is  the  wife 
of  William  I).  Wilson,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Harry  and  Bene,  ami  resides  in  Antwerp, 
Ohio;  Mattie  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Reuben  Schurtz, 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Carl;  they  reside  in 
Streator,  111.  Frank  married  Alta  Maroney,  and 
resides  in  Florence  'township,  in  this  county,  and 
has  one  child,  Vera  Zoe;  Charlie  is  Principal  of  the 
schools  in  Randolph,  Dodge  Co.,  Wis.;  ().  Perry  is 
a  telegraph  operator. 

Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  Jan.  8,  1889,  and  at  the  same  time 
recalled  to  mind  the  seventy-third  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  New  Oilcans.  The  remembrances  left 
with  this  worthy  couple  at  that  time  were  of  intrin- 
sic value  in  themselves,  but  that  does  not  constitute 
their  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  recipients.  The  feel- 
ings which  prompted  their  bestowal  render  them 
priceless  to  those  who  received  them,  as  every  arti- 
cle given  serves  to  recall  to  mind  the  love,  affection 
and  esteem  of  the  giver,  and  they  are  all  treasured 
and  valued  in  the  hearts  of  Mr.  Laverty  and  his 
wife  as  beyond  money  value.  Mrs.  Laverty's  two 
brothels.  John    and    Lewis   Schuyler,  each   lived  to 
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ward  securing  the  success  of  a  farmer;  ifi  conse- 
quence, he  watches  very  closely  for  the  small  leaks, 
which,  if  allowed  to  grow,  would  wreck  the  enter- 
prise. All  the  animals  on  the  farm  are  sheltered  in 
good,  warm  houses  through  the  cold  months  of 
winter  and  spring,  and  all  of  the  many  implements 
employed  on  the  farm  are  carefully  cleaned,  re- 
paired, and  stored  away  ready  for  use  when  re- 
quired. The  success  which  has  attended  him  proves 
the  correctness  of  his  conclusions. 

In  politics  Mr.  Harwood  is  Republican.  lie  has 
declined  to  accept  any  public  office  other  than  that 
of  School  Director,  which  he  has  held  for  several 
years,  lie  accepted  this  office  feeling  that  any  ef- 
forts he  might  [nil  forth  would  he  of  lasting  good. 
Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odic Episcopal  Church,  lie  has  been  for  many 
years  a  Steward  and  Trustee  in  society. 

~f)  IS.  RUGGLES,  of  Three  Rivers,  is  an  old 
resident  of  St.  Joseph  County.  lie  was  horn 
in    Hanover   Township,    Luzerne  Co..    Pa., 
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June  22,  lsis.  Hi-  parents,  Lorenzo  and  Polly 
(Bennett)  Ruggles,  were  both  native-  of  Connecti- 
cut. The  grandfather.  Ashhel  Ruggles,  emigrated 
from  Connecticut  and  removed  thence  to  Luzerne 
County.  Pa.,  and  afterward  to  (  >hio,  where  he  died. 
On  leaving  Pennsylvania  he  also  left  his  sou  Lo- 
renzo, who  was  serving  his  time  as  an  apprentice 
ton  blacksmith.  After  completing  his  term  the 
latter  began  business  for  himself,  building  a  shop 
on  a  half-acre  of  ground  which  he  had  purchased. 
As  his  means  permitted  he  added  to  this  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  100  acres,  all  the  time  carry- 
ing on  his  blacksmithing  trade.  There  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Polly  Bennett,  who  hail  likewise  emigrated 
from  Connecticut  with  her  parents,  and  they  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Hanover  Township  until  Mr. 
Ruggles  retired  from  active  life,  when  he  made  his 
home  in  the  then  village,  now  the  flourishing  city, 
of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  Mr.  Ruggles  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried, hi-  first  wife.  Polly,  dying  at  the  age  of  forty. 

Hi--' id  wife  was    Mary  Ann  Wagner,  a   native 

of    Northampton    County,    Pa.,    who  survived    her 


husband  about  five-  years.  All  of  his  ten  children 
were  by  the  first  wife,  and  all  grew  to  maturity 
except  one.  who  died  in  childhood.  The  others, 
all  born  in  Luzerne  County.  Pa.,  were:  Alinon.who 
was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith,  ami  died  in  hi- native 
county;  Alfred,  a  farmer  living  in  Ohio;  Josiah,  a 
retired  lumber  dealer,  living  in  Luzerne  County; 
Z.  B.  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  then  came  Catlin, 
now  a  farmer  in  Fabius  Township,  in  this  county; 
Lorenzo,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  living  in  Will 
County,  111.;  Mary  Ann.  wife  of  Rev.  John  Labar, 
of  Forty  Fort,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.;  Sarah  Jane,  wife 
of  John  Reimer.  a  farmer  in  the  same  county;  and 
Paulina,  wife  of  Charles  Whitesell,  a  mason  and 
plasterer  in  Pittston,  Pa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carriage-maker  in  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa., 
and  afterward  was  in  the  same  business  there  on 
hi>  own  account  for  six  years.  In  1845  he  decided 
to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  West,  ami  emigrated  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Three  Rivers,  which  has  ever 
since  been  his  home.  On  first  locating  here  he- 
worked  at  his  trade  for  four  years  for  Mr.  Pettit. 
Lor  two  years  after  that  he  followed  farming,  but 
then  returned  to  his  trade,  building  a  shop,  and 
afterward  buying  out  the  business  of  his  former 
employer,  and  carrying  it  on  until  1883,  when  he 
sold  it  out.  Idleness  not  suiting  his  industrious 
disposition,  he  is  now  engaged  in  selling  tombstones. 
monuments,  etc.,  lor  the  firm  of  J.  II.  Huylar  & 
Sons,  of  Three   Rivers. 

Mr.  Ruggles  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Mi--  Mary  Gearhart,  a.native of  Colum- 
bia County,  Pa.,  who  died  in  1850,  about  five  years 
after  they  had  came  to  Michigan.  Her  only  child 
died  when  four  years  old.  His  second  wife  is  Lydia 
Maria  Cole,  a  native  of  Yates  County.  X.  Y.. 
who  came  to  Michigan  with  her  father  about  the 
year  1838.  They  have  one  child,  a  son  named 
Ezra  ('..  who  is  married  to  Saidee  Nelson,  of  Flow- 
erfield  Township,  this  county,  has  one  child,  and 
li\  e-  in  Three  Rivers. 

Mr.  Ruggles  stands  extremely  well  in  the  com- 
munity- He  ha-  from  youth  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  ( 'hurch.  and  since  his  residence 
in  Three  Rivers  his  been  Trustee,  steward  and 
Class-Leader  in  the  church  here.      He   takes  an  act- 
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and  a  year  Inter  entered  Mt.  Morris  College,  where 
lie  continued  his  studies  for  two  yens,  then  going 
back  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  entering  the  theo- 
logical department  of  Wittenberg  College,  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1884.  A  month  later  he 
received  a  call  to  the  church  in  Three  Hi  vers.  Mich., 
of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  the  paster.  It  was 
then  but  a  mission  church,  having  but  thirty-three 
members.  Under  his  care  it  became  in  two  years 
self-sustaining,  with  a  membership  of  100.  Now 
it  has  over  200  members,  with  the  largest  Sabbath- 
school  in  St.  Joseph  County,  a  record  redounding 
to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Routzahn,  and  illustrative  of 
the  zeal  with  which  he  has  labored.  The  church  is 
free  of  debt,  and  nourishing  in  every  way,  and  the 
pastor  beloved  and  respected,  not  only  by  his  own 
congregation,  but  by  all  who  know  him. 

August  12,  1885,  Mr.  Routzahn  married  Miss 
Lillian  McClure,  daughter  of  Thomas  ami  Minerva 
(Comstock)  McClure,  of  San  -lose.  Cal.  She  was 
ben  in  Polo,  111.,  Sept.  10,  1858,  and  is  the  youngest 
of  five  children,  none  of  the  others  being  resi- 
dents of  St.  Joseph  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ltout- 
zahn  have  had  two  children:  Olen,  born  Aug.  •_'. 
1886,  and  died  November  .3  of  the  same  year;  and 
Warren  Willitts,  born  in  1887. 

Mr.  Routzahn  has  made  many  and  warm  friends 
dining  his  residence  in  Three  Rivers,  and  is  justly 
held  in  high  esteem.  He  is  zealous  in  his  work,  kind, 
charitable  and  considerate  with  his  fellowmen,  and 
has  accomplished  much  good.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Davis  Lodge  No.  .:>7,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
of  Salathiel  Chapter  No.  28,  R.  A. 
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0ONRA1)  SCHAAD.  In  our  selection  of  rep- 
n  resentative  houses  we  lind  the  name  of  this 
'  gentleman  inseparably  connected  with  the 
1'oot  and  shoe  industry,  which  has  a  tine  showing 
in  Three  Rivers,  and  of  which  Mr.Schaadisa  lead- 
ing representative.  He  occupies  a  prominent  place 
in  the  shoe  trade  of  the  city,  dealing  in  durable 
goods  of  first-class  quality,  and  as  the  result  of  this, 
has  built  up  a  lucrative  patronage.  A  native  of 
Switzerland,  he  was  bom  in  Obeshallan.  Canton  of 


Schaffhausen,  Feb.  'ill.  1829,  and  there  received  his 
early  education,  after  which  he  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaker,  serving  the  regular  apprenticeship 
of  five  years  in  that  country,  and  becoming  master 
of  the  trade  in  all   its  branches. 

Mr.  Schaad  traveled  as  a  journeyman  shoemaker 
through  nearly  the  length  and  breadth  of  his  native 
land  and  France,  working  sufficiently  to  pay  his 
expenses,  and  gained  a  tine  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try, viewing  its  interesting  sights  and  becoming- 
possessor  of  a  practical  knowledge  which  afforded 
a  more  thorough  school  of  training  than  books 
could  have  been.  His  wanderings  ended,  he  then 
returned  home,  spent  one  year,  and  in  1854  set  sail 
for  America.  When  leaving  his  childhood's  home 
he  proceeded  to  Havre.  France,  and  there  embarked 
on  a  vessel  bound  for  New  York  City,  where  he  ar- 
rived after  a  four  weeks'  voyage.  He  spent  very 
little  time  in  the  metropolis,  but  proceeding  directly 
westward  halted  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
four  months  working  at    his  trade. 

We  next  find  our  subject  in  Constantine,  this 
County,  where  he  sojourned  eighteen  months,  and  in 
the  winter  of  1856  came  to  Three  Rivers  and  occu- 
pied the  shoemaker's  bench  until  18C2.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time,  having  been  successful  in 
accumulating  sonic  means,  he  established  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  opening  up  a  well-selected 
stock  of  boots  and  shoes  in  the  Kelsey  Block.  He 
occupied  this  place  until  1864,  then  purchased  his 
presenl  -tor.',  to  which  he  removed  his  business  and 
where  he  has  since  held  forth.  The  building  occu- 
pies an  area  of  22x75  feet,  and  is  three  stories  in 
height.  Mr.  Schaad  carries  a  well-selected  stock, 
to  which  he  is  constantly  making  additions  and 
gradually  extending  his  trade. 

Mr.  Schaad  owes  his  success  to  hiseh.se  applica- 
tion to  his  business,  his  promptness  in  meeting  his 
obligations,  and  his  courtesy  to  his  customers.  Be- 
sides his  store  building,  he  owns  good  residence 
property  and  four  other  business  houses.  For  the 
man  who  arrived  upon  American  soil  with  but  a 
few  dollars  in  his  pocket,  he  has  certainly  made  good 
progress,  in  politics  he  is  conservative,  and  so- 
cially, belongs  to  the  I.  <>.<>.  F.,  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Schaad  in   1864   contracted   matrimonial  ties 
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with  VI       VI   ■      \    Blizzard  H 

S.   wag   boi  ii   in  Montour  <  I       i '       ind  of  lier 

1 1 n h>n  »  ii  Ii  our  subjoel  there  are  thr 'blldrcn  li\  - 

in  ■    i   H oline   .I.,    i In'    wifi  man ; 

Lilly,  al   home  "itli   her  parents,  and    Irlinn,  the 
w  iii-  hi'  (  hai  lea  NVM  ox.  <  Inc  \  •■  liter,  A i 

vina,  died  al  the  age  of  twelve  years,      Hie  parent* 
i,i    Mrs,  x    won    Daniel    and    Prudi 
win..-  of  l*cnn8ylvania,  and  spent  their 

last  days  in  I  lnn\  illi    I'd 

Jacob  nnd  I  rsula  (Haunian)  Schaad  wen 
also  "t   Switzerland,  born  in  ili<-  -•inn-  ■ 
their  -mi.  Their  fninilj  :   ii v  .• 

children,  onlj  four  of  whom  lived  t"  mature 
One  "i  i hese  still  survives, and  makes  his  home  in 
i>     itur,  Mich,       Mi    Schnad  has  full}    identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  Iii-  adopted  country, 
and  has  long  fnized  in  Throe  l; 

\  alued  addition  t"  i  he  communil 


\|i  IS  STI  Rl  US,  one  of  the  solid,  substan- 

/  I     tial  men  "t  St,  Joseph  •  ounty,  and  a  lead- 

ultti risl  of  S  o\\ ning  one  "t 

tit*-  largest  and  most  valuable  farms  in  the 

township,  i:ik«'-  an  Ii -t  pride  in  being  ;>  mem  Ik?  r 

ni  one  "I   the   prominenl    pioneer  families  of  the 
county,  In-  father,  the  late  Judge  Sturgis,  having 
been  one  of  the  verj  Brst  settlers  within   its  boun- 
■-. 
Our  subjed  is  a  nntii  e-born  citizen  "t  Micbi 
his  birth  it  Brow  nstow  n.  w 

(  ountj .  Jan  17,  I82M  His  father,  Judge  John 
Sturgis,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1787,  and 
d  the  flrsl  thirteen  years  of  his  life  in  thai 
city.  In  the  o|icning  year  of  this  centurj  his  par- 
ents. John  and  Vrtlillacj  I  Miller  i  Stui 
married  in  Mt.  1  '    inada;  thej  then  m 

to    Brownstown,     M 
making    the   jo 

a  sled,  crossing  the  rivei    al    Detroit    when   thi 
\,i-   so  neni    the  poinl   of  breaking  up  thai   Mrs 
Sturgis,  taking  their  onlj  child  in  her  arms,  w 
acros  ;  han  run  the 

the  i<-''  with  tl 
•  >n  land  helon  l«  On 

«■ 
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- 
I  pill  up  I  ..    fu 

'  heir  journey    nnd  sojourn 
then  uninl 

-i i ther  i  lis   volun 

turned  t"  w 

in  the  monl Ii 
i\iih    his   family 
abode    here,  and  i  me  "i   tin 

settlers  of  1 1 •  •  -  c i  y.     lie  al  fli 

southwesl    qu 

Tow  nship,  bul  al  the  end  ol 

to  No 

land,   which   he    i 
I le  remained  in  thai    place  a  |- 

ni  Ii-.  and  tl  S  d  on 

land  where  ou i  subject  now  lives.     Il<-  was  an  in- 
dustrious,  energetic    man,  with  excellenl    li- 
ability, and  mel  with  eminent  success  in  all  <>f  his 

transact  ions,  thus  working  Iii-  waj  up  fr |«. 

-  .iii|i:ir:iii\  r  afilucm 

death  was  tl wner  of    1.41  '    land,  which 

In-  u  illed  to  fa  itailing  il  •  •■  i li  1 

ml  from  father  '•'  son  in  direct  lin>- 
the  race  should  last.     The  ••  >!■  1  lt<-  was  an  ini|M. 

here  in  bis  daj .  .•mil   tin 
Sturgis    was    named    in    lii>   honor 

wl i  hi-  return  from  the  trip  in  which   hi 

■  Iii-  fami  « ith  tin 

dians,  camped  near  the  Jud  [ 
that    tin-   prairie    had  no  name,  •••■•l  1«-<1   it    - 
To  Judge  and  Mi--  children, 

and   foui  ^   .limn. 

Jane,  <  atherine,  John,  I 
nab,  Sarah    \ 
- 

1 7.  1872,  and  thus 
this  town,  win 
as  long  as  tin 
tiii-  : 
Thi 
(•tit 
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of  Sturgis,  and  later  attended  the  public  school,  re- 
ceiving a  substantial  education.  He  is  a  man  of 
undeniable  ability,  undisputed  financial  judgment, 
and  unswerving  integrity,  who  has  always  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
his  large  and  well-tilled  farm  of  530  acres  in 
one  body,  186  of  which  he  inherited  from  his 
father,  shows  the  skill  and  judicious  labor  that 
has  been  spent  upon  it.  He  raises  all  the  crops 
of  a  Michigan  fanner,  but  makes  a  specialty  of 
potatoes  and  wheat.  lie  has  erected  commodiouB 
and  convenient  buildings,  and  carries  <>n  farming 
after  the  must  approved  modern  methods,  his 
place  being  a  credit  to  him  and  an  ornament  to  the 
town  and   county. 

Mr.  Sturgis  was  married.  Feb.  9,  18C9,  to  Miss 
Martha  Smith,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  live 
children,  namely:  Nettie.  Charles.  Amos,  Mattie 
and  Myra,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  and  receiving 
the  benefit  of  the  excellent  educational  system  of 
their  native  town.  In  politics  Mr.  Sturgis  is  a 
firm  Democrat,  and  though  he  does  his  duty  at  the 
polls,  never  seeks  official  honors,  lie  and  his  wife 
are  highly  esteemed  in  social  circles  in  their  com- 
munity, and  their  hospitable  home  is  the  resort  of 
the  large  circle  of  friends  whom  they  have  drawn 
to  them  by  their  geniality  and  courtesj  . 


-e^. 


EV.  .1.  EMORY  FISHER.  Prominent  among 
those  who  have  contributed  to  the  spread- 
^  \V  ing  of  the  Word  of  God  in  this  part  of 
^Michigan,  none  have  been  more  active  or 
zeahms  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  and  who  is  now  the  oldest  pastor  and  one 
of  'lie  most  respected  citizens  of  White  Pigeon. 
His  unceasing  labors  for  many  long  years  in  the 
Master's  vineyard  have  been  crowned  with  glo- 
rious results,  and  his  humble  piety  and  Christian 
walk  in  life  have  endeared  him  to  the  thousands 
who  have  from  lime  to  time  listened  to  his  elo- 
quent discourses  and  fervent  pra\ei>.  as  he  has  re- 
peated to  them  the  •■old.  old  story  of  Jesus  and 
His  love."  and  with  great  humility  of  spirit  and 
earnestness  of   purpose    has    pointed    them    to   the 

4*  


Cross,  and  guided  their  wayward  feet  toward  the 
realms  of  eternal  bliss.  He  is  now  pastor  in  charge 
of  the  interests  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
White  Pigeon. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Wayne  County. 
Ohio,  near  the  town  of  Edinboro.  lie  is  the  son 
of  Philip)  R.  ami  .Mary  (Walters)  Fisher.  The 
lather  was  a  native  of  Washington  County.  Pa. 
The  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Walters. 
The  parents  reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living,  named:  .1.  Emory,  our  sub- 
ject; David.  Jennie.  Alfred  and  William.  David  is 
an  artist,  and  now  resides  in  San  Francisco.  CaL; 
Alfred  is  an  invalid  at  home;  William  is  a  farmer, 
and  lives  on  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  near 
West  Unity,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion at  Hayesville  (Ohio)  Academy,  and  afterward 
attended  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  at 
Allegheny  (  ity,  Pa.,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1809.  Before  leaving  the  seminary 
he  received  acall  from  Savannah,  Mo.,  which  heac- 
cepted,and  assumed  charge  of  the  old  School  Pres- 
byterian Church.  After  the  consolidation  of  the 
New  and  the  (»ld  School  societies,  which  occurred 
Dec.  12.  1869,  the  united  church  was  under  his 
pastorate, and  on  New  Year's  Day,  1870,  received 
sixty-three  persons  by  profession  of  their  faith,  as 
members  of  the  church,  among  whom  were  Judges, 
bankers,  merchants,  colonel's,  and  business  men  of 
various  callings.  He  moved  from  Savannah  to 
Lathrop  in  the  same  State  in  1870,  where  he  built 
the  church.  A  few  days  after  it  was  dedicated  to 
the  service  of  ( !od  he  was  taken  ill  and  went  home. 
After  his  recovery  he  supplied  the  churches  at  Ken- 
dallville  and  Elkhart,  End.,  for  a  short  time. 

Our  subject  then  went  to  Fostoria.  Ohio,  and  in 
March,  1872,  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  in 
that  place,  where  he  remained  for  one  \  ear,  adding 
over  thirty  members  to  the  church.  Thence  he  went 
to  Auburn,  Ind.,  in  1873.  While  there  he  was  called 
to  Woodstock.  111.,  and  in  1875  he  removed  to 
that  plan>  ami  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church 
there,  which  he  held  until  1877,  about  forty  uniting 
with  the  church  under  his  ministry.  From  Wood- 
stock he  removed  to  Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  and  had 
charge  of    the  church   there   for  one  year,  during 
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it  in.  ii  time  i  lie  chui  eh  wl   up,  ;■ 

pul  under  it,  and   the  auclh  ucc  room 

red    within,  and   twenty-foui    meni 
added  i«>  the  church.     In    1878   he 
in,. nth-    111   evangelistic    work,      In    the   sprin 

hurch  mi 
(  olumhus  i  .ic,\  ,■.  i  iiu...  and  during  Ids  I 

work  the  church   was  dwelled  from  :■' i    II 

i ...     In  the  spring  of  1882  he  re ved  to  tjuincy, 

\l  i,  h  .  «  here  his  work   «  as  equally 

,.,   to  w  lute  1*1     on    Mich.     His 
work   has    lieen  mostly  ol   n   mis 
and  he  has  de\  oted  bis   «  hole  • 
making  il  n  - 

\\  inn  our  subject   assumed  tin  tin 

i-hiinli.il    Vnhuru,  Ind.,  it  had  a  mem  il  bid 

twent  \  -i «".  and  tin  lodty   lukewai  i 

hearted  in  the  interests  of  the  society .  Ow 

;  once  practically  took  oil  his  coal  and  wenl  i" 
work  with  n  will,  determined  ii  possible  i"  rejuve- 
nate the  i pie  and  inspire  them  with  somi 

ambition,       \  i  i  he  >  nd  of  i  ite  he  had  in- 

ted  the  membership  to  eighty-eight  names,     It 
i,   tin  nit    the  present    magnificent 

■  \  terinn  <  hurch  «  I    in  W  hite  I" 

in  1 887 ;  this  si  ■  •'  h  temporally 

and   spiritualty    under  his  ministrations.     To  the 
already  large  membership  on  the  rolls  when  hi 

gumed  charge,  In'  has  l n  instrumental  in  -• 

ing  more  than  thirty  additions,  twenty-four  names 
having  been  added  during  the  las!  y< 
The  society  of  which  <  >n  r  subjeel  is  the 

oldest  fresh}  tei  ian  <  hurch  in  west 

ol    Vpsilanti,  having  be  dzed  in  1830.    The 

old  church  was  erected  in  1832,  and  was 
Pn  d>)  tcrinn  < 'hurch  in  tl      S  n  hen  the 

.lion  left    ii   ""  the    nil  of  March, 
their  new  church.     N  hen  Danii     M 
nowned    Ami  3  nan,  and    his   wife   and 

daughter,  stopped  overnight   in   w  in.  on 

.1  ii  1  v  5,  1836,  he  wenl  up  into  the  •  n   the 

old  church  building  and  viewed  the  lands 
braced  in  \\  hite  Pigeon  Prairie,  and  li«'  pi 
the  scenerj    the  >l low- 

ing ■  utiful!    N 

his." 
The  sul 
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i  Ohio.      II' 

rpianl 
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Great  Britain,  Canada  and  Mexico.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  good  business  capacities,  keeps  himself 
well  informed  upon  all  matters  concerning  the  in- 
telligent citizen,  and  is  considered  a  valuable  factor 

in  his  community. 

Our  subjecl  was  horn  in  Jackson  County,  this 
State,  Aug.  16,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  W. 
and  Maria  II.  (De  Puy)  Cushman,  who  were  of 
New  England  ancestors.  Isaac  W.  Cushman  came 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  with  his  father, 
Joseph  YV..at  an  early  date.  Fenton  Cushman,  the 
great-grandfather,  was  of  English  descent.  Isaac 
W.  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Jackson  County. 
and  for  many  years  operated  a  gristmill  and  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising,  lie  departed  this 
life  in  18") 7.  and  the  mother  in  18.X2.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom 
Henry  D.  was  the  eldest.  The  boyhood  of  the 
after    was    spent   in   his  native  county,  and  after 

emerging  from  the  district  school  he  at  tended  scl 1 

at  Albion  College,  and  prepared  for  his  university 
course.  He  was  married,  Fell.  23.  1870.  to  Mis> 
Thirza  A.  Wright,  a  native  of  Calhoun  County, 
Mich.,  and  a  graduate  of  Albion  College.  Mrs. 
Cushman  was  horn  July  30,  1848,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Eliza  Wright,  who  are  now 
residents  of  Albion,  Midi.  Their  family  consisted 
of  three  children.  To  our  subject  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  there  have  been  born  three  children — 
Herbert  W.,  Harry  I),  and  Jessie  M.  Mr.  Cush- 
man represented  his  ward  as  Alderman  three  terms; 
is  Secretary  of  the  water  works,  anil  a  member  of 
Three  Rivers  Masonic  Lodge. 

_^rt£^JLj_3>^~ 
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ZEKIEL  FLANDERS.  This  honored  pio- 
^  neer  of  1844  arrived  in  this  county  in  the 
5  spring  of  the  year,  after  a  tedious  and  some- 
what dangerous  journey,  which  was  performed  in 
the  manner  of  those  days,  widely  different  from  that 
of  the  present,  and  during  which  was  encountered 
one  of  the  severest  storms  known  to  this  section  of 
country.  For  thirty-six  hours  Mr.  F.  held  to  an  iron 
bar.  His  clothes  in  the  meantime  were  frozen,  and 
himself  almosl  in  a  perishing  condition.  This  was 
about  November   17.     The  storm   lasted   from  Fri- 


day morning  until  Sunday  about  7  P.  M.,  when 
they  had  to  give  up  the  trip  for  that  time  and  re- 
turned to  Buffalo.  After  it  had  abated  the  journey 
to  this  county  was  resumed,  and  Mr.  Flanders  for  a 
time  made  his  home  with  friends. 

Our  subject  in  the  spring  of  18.V2  purchased 
1  (lo  acres  of  wild  land  on  Nottawa  Prairie,  where  he 
commenced  farming  amid  the  difficulties  common 
to  life  in  that  region  of  country,  taking  care  of  his 
widowed  mother  and  settling  up  the  debts  of  his 
father's  estate.  In  the  meantime,  in  order  to  aug- 
ment the  family  income  he  chopped  wood  at  thirty 
cents  per  cord  and  hoarded  himself,  economizing  in 
every  way  possible.  In  due  time  his  industry  ami 
perseverance  brought  their  legitimate  reward,  and 
he  found  himself  upon  his  feet.  He  is  now  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  this  county,  own- 
ing 160  acres  of  good  land  in  Nottawa  Township, 
besides  a  good  home  in  the  village  of  Mendon.  He 
carried  on  agriculture  continuously  some  years,  but 
in  1883  took  up  his  abode  in  Mendon  Village, 
where  he  now  resides,  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of   life. 

Our  subjecl  was  horn  in  Farmersville,  Cattarau- 
gus Co..  N.  V..  June  7,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of 
Ezekiel  and  Lydia  (White)  Flanders,  who  were  na- 
tives of  New  Hampshire,  ami  the  father  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  The  latter  was  born  Oct.  22.  1782, 
and  departed  this  life  in  New  York  State,  Dec.  8, 
1840,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  one  month' 
and  sixteen  days.     He  had  been  a  man  of  note  in 

his  neighbor] d,  holding  the  various  local  offices 

ami  hearing  the  reputation  of  a  peaceable  and  law- 
abiding  citizen,  a  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions, and  witli  his  excellent  wife  a  believer  in  the 
Christian  religion.  The  mother  was  born  July  III. 
1818,  and  survived  her  husband  six  years,  her 
death  taking  place  at  the  homestead  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich..  Aug.  30,  1846,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one  years,  eiL'ht  months  and  ten  days. 

Ezekiel  Flanders.  Sr.,  when  about  twenty-nine 
years  of  age  entered  upon  a.  seafaring  life,  which 
he  followed  for  about  seven  years,  being  mate  of  a 
vessel,  lie  was  a  man  of  good  education  and  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  followed  teaching 
after  resuming  his  residence  on  terra  lirma.  lie 
accumulated  good    property,  and   politically,  aftili- 
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fine  lot  of  horses,  carriages  of  all  kinds,  and  takes  a 
pride  in  keeping  everything  in  good  shape. 

On  March  21,  1866,  Mr.  Francisco  was  married 
to  Miss  Susanna  Weinberg,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Weinberg,  of  Flower-field  Township,  formerly  from 
Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  Oct.  1.1843.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Maudie 
is  deceased.  The  others  are  all  under  the  parental 
roof,  and  are  named  Mary  L.,  Minnie  E.,  Birtle 
Otis.  Arthur  W.  and  Lulu. 

^  ON.  A.  C.  PRUTZMAN,  ex  State  Senator, 
|'i  has  represented  his  district  in  the  Legisla- 
ture for  six  consecutive  years,  lie  was  first 
elected  in  1808  to  represent  the  county  of 
St.  Joseph,  which  then  composed  alone  the  Four- 
teenth Senatorial  District.  Two  years  later  he  was 
elected  from  the  same  district,  but  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  State  necessitated  a  reorganization,  and  dur- 
ing his  third  term,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1872, 
he  represented  the  counties  of  St.  Joseph  and  Cass, 
which  was  known  as  the  Eleventh  District. 

Mr.  Prutzman  is  an  old  resilient  of  Michigan, 
having  come  to  St.  Joseph  first  in  1834.  He  was 
born  March  6,  1 813,  in  Columbia  County,  Pa. 
His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Maria  Prutzman,  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  both  of  whom  died  in 
Columbia  County.  Our  subject  in  early  life  was 
brought  up  to  mercantile  pursuits,  and  spent  sev- 
eral years  as  clerk  in  stores  in  Danville  and  in 
Pottsville,  Pa.  Deciding  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the 
then  Far  West,  he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  accom- 
panied by  his  sister  and  her  husband,  E.  S.  Moore, 
they  intending  to  open  a  store  at  Prairie  Ronde, 
Kalamazoo  County.  As  an  illustration  of  the  diffi- 
culties encountered  by  emigrants  in  those  days,  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  the  stock  of  goods  which 
the_y  had  purchased  and  shipped  from  New  York 
was  over  six  months  in  reaching  its  destination. 
They  were  shipped  in  the  fall,  but  were  laid  over 
:it  1 1  rand  Haven  during  the  entire  winter.  In  the 
spring  they  were  unloaded  at  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Joseph  River,  and  were  brought  across  the  country 
by  teams. 

The  place  where  the  partners  had  decided  to  locate 


was  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  at  Prairie  Ronde, 
and  during  the  winter  they  cut  the  timber,  had  it 
sawed,  and  put  up  their  store  adjoining  a  small 
house  which  they  had  bought,  and  to  which  they 
made  an  addition.  Having  spare  time  on  their 
hands,  with  the  industry  characteristic  of  the  early 
pioneers,  Mr.  Prutzman  and  his  partner  went  into 
the  woods  and  logged  all  the  remainder  of  the" 
winter.  On  the  arrival  of  their  goods  they  opened 
their  store,  which  they  carried  on  until  April,  1838, 
when  Mr.  Prutzman  removed  to  Three  Rivers, which 
offered  a  better  field  for  business,  and  where  they 
hail  already  sent  some  goods. 

Mr.  Moore  had.  :i  year  previous  to  this,  removed 
to  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  in  Park  Township, 
St.  Joseph  County.  The  place  where  he  settled  is 
known  as  Moorepark.  and  was  named  after  him. 
The  partnership  of  Moore  &  Prutzman  continued 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  in  1844  they  bought  the 
Three  Rivers  Mill,  which  they  had  previously 
rented,  and  to  which  they  made  additions  and  im- 
provements, and  there  carried  on  the  milling  busi- 
ness until  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  in 
1859,  when  Mr.  Moore  took  the  mill  property  and 
Mr.  Prutzman  the  store,  which  he  carried  on  for 
several  years,  and  then  he  sold  it  and  embarked  in 
the  manufacturing  business  with  his  sons,  Joseph 
K.  and  John  P.,  under  the  name  of  the  Michigan 
Pump  Company  and  Three  Rivers  Plow  Company. 
The  firm  is  now  known  as  A.  C.  Prutzman,  and  is 
engaged  largely  in  the  manufacture  of  wood  pumps 
and  chilled  and  steel  plows,  their  goods  bearing  an 
enviable  reputation  wherever  introduced. 

July  14,  183G,  Mr.  Prutzman  was  married,  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Phillips,  a 
native  of  that  county,  born  in  November,  1816, 
her  parents  being  John  and  Margaret  Phillips. 
Their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living,  one,  Edward  M., 
giving  his  life  for  his  country,  having  been  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga..  May  15,  1864.  He 
enlisted  in  the  25th  Michigan  Infantry,  under  Col. 
( ).  II.  Moore,  a  nephew  of  his  father's  brother-in- 
law.  He  took  the  held  as  Sergeant  of  his  company, 
and  for  gallant  conduct  was  promoted  through  the 
grades  of  Sergeant  .Major.  Second  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  was  Adjutant  when  he  was  killed,  while 
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twenty-three;  Leslie  died  at  Spring  Arbor,  Mich., 
aged  seventeen.  Besides  our  subjeel  there  is  living 
a  son,  Franklin  E..  married,  has  one  child,  and 
li\  es  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kan. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  until 
he  was  seven  years  old.  was  passed  at  the  village 
of  Wot  Troy.  Wis.  The  following  seven  years 
were  spent  in  [onia  County,  Mich.,  at  which  time  his 
father  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference, 
and  he  was  then  mainly  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  attended 
Spring  Lrbor  Seminary,  remaining  there  fir  sev- 
eral years,  under  the  careful  and  thorough  instruc- 
tion of  Prof.  Clark  Jones.  On  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother  he  began  teaching  school  and  doing 
other  work  until  lie  became  of  age.  Then  he  be- 
came a  student  in  the  Valparaiso  (Ind.)  Normal 
School,  pursuing  a  thorough  course  of  study  in 
Normal  and  commercial  branches.  Leaving  there, 
he  entered  the  Excelsior  Institute  of  Pen  Art, 
whence  lie  was  graduated  in  1882  in  a  high  grade- 
He  was  subsequently  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Oak  Grove  Seminary,  at  Paw  Paw.  Mich.,  assisting 
Miss  Afliie  Barker  in  carrying  on  that  institution 
there  for  a  year,  when  she  removed  it  to  Three, 
Rivers,  calling  it  the  Three  Rivers  Seminary.  A 
year  and  a  half  Intel'  Miss  Barker  failed,  the  teachers 
disbanded,  and  Prof.  Sage  at  once  opened  a  school 
in  a  hall  down  town,  commencing  with  but  few 
pupils.  His  school  grew  in  public  estimation,  and 
in  eighteen  months  he  was  strong  enough  to  en- 
gage the  building  formerly  occupied  by  Miss  Barken 
where  lie  has  now  a  highly  successful  institution, 
under  the  name  of  the  --Three  Rivers  Business 
College  and  Normal  School."  with  an  annually  in- 
creasing attendance. 

The  aim  of  Prof.  Sage  is  to  give  his  pupils  a 
thorough  and  practical  training  in  those  branches 
of  knowledge  which  are  essential  to  success  in  busi- 
ness life,  also  in  the  Normal  department  to  give 
such  a  complete  course  of  instruction  as  will  tit  his 
pupils,  male  or  female,  to  become  teachers  in  any 
grade.  To  these  are  added  such  special  studies  as 
penmanship,  not  only  in  its  everyday  use.  but  in 
the  highest  branches  of  the  art,  making  students 
redly  professionals;  stenography  and  typewriting 
for  both  sexes;  vocal  and  instrumental  music;  tier- 


man  and  French  languages;  physiology  and  hy- 
giene, and  other  kindred  studies.  In  fact,  the  aim 
is  to  give  to  every  pupil  what  maybe  justly  termed 
a  practical,  finished  education.  Each  department 
is  in  charge  of  a  thoroughly  qualified  instructor, 
and  special  attention  is  given  to  thoroughly  ground- 
ing each  pupil  in  the  principles  of  the  studies  pur- 
sued, and  fittiii";  them  to  fill  honorable,  useful  and 
lucrative  places  in  the  world.  The  terms  for  tui- 
tion are  low.  and  for  out-of-town  pupils  especial 
arrangements  are  made  for  rooms  and  board  at  low 
rates.  The  school  building  is  well  situated  ami  ad- 
mirably adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  the  institu- 
tion is  constantly  growing  in  favor,  because  of  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted.  Prof. 
Sage  has  in  his  possession  many  testimonials  from 
former  pupils,  their  parents,  and  others  who  have 
examined  his  school,  both  as  to  his  personal  char 
acter  and  fitness  for  the  work  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged, and  as  to  the  success  which  has  attended  his 
effort.-. 

Socially.  Prof.  Sage  is  a  member  of  the  K,  of  P., 
and  is  Keeper  of  Records  and  Seals  in  the  lodge 
at  Three  Rivers,  lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  State 
Militia,  and  is  Quartermaster-Sergeant  in  the  2d 
Regiment  Michigan  State  Troops,  lie  does  not  take 
an  active  part  in  political  matter.-,  but  is  a  believer 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party. 

()N.  GEORGE  L.  YAPLE.  There  are  few 
J  people  in  Southern  Michigan  keeping  them- 
selves in  the  least  posted  in  regard  to  pub- 
^'  lie  matters  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
name  of  tin-  gentleman — a  man  of  unusual  ability, 
ami  who  was  in  the  fall  of  18M2  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  Fourth  District  in  the  Forty-eighth  Con- 
gress. In  this  memorable  election  he  ran  ahead  of 
his  party  ticket  to  the  number  of  1,800  votes,  an 
occurrence  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the 
district,  lie  served  his  term  acceptably,  and  was 
nominated  for  tin-  Forty-ninth  Congress  in  1884, 
being  defeated  by  a  small  majority.  In  1886  he 
was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Democratic 
party,  being  this  time  also  defeated  by  a  small  ma- 
jority.     In   1888  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation 
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emigrated  to  Michigan  Territory  in  1836.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Samuel,  who  is 
now  deceased;  Delilah  and  William.  Elisha  Yaple 
and  Miss  Delilah  Eddy  were  married  July  30,  1848. 
To  Elisha  L.  and  Delilah  A.  Yaple  there  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  George  L.,  Alice  A., 
Edward  I)..  Henry  K.  and  Lola  M.  Alice  and 
Edward  are  deceased.  Elisha  Yaple  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  the  spring  of  is  Hi.  and  located  in  Leonidas, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  and  lived 
until  1H.")7.  Thence  lie  removed  to  Mendon.  Mr. 
Yaple.  politically,  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


\VFN-  OBERT  S.  GRIFFITH  is  an  honored  citizen 
ij^ti  of  Fabius  Township,  with  whose  agricult- 
<fc  \V  oral  interests  he  is  prominently  identified, 
^y.both  as  a  fanner  and  a  stock-raiser,  lie  is 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  valuable  farms  for  which 
this  section  is  somewhat  noted.  It  is  finely  located 
on  section  18,  and  its  well-tilled,  productive  acres 
have  amply  repaid  the  care  and  money  that  he  has 
bestowed  upon   them. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  born  in  Buckingham  Township, 
Bucks  Co.,  l'a..  Jan.  11.  1824,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Scarborough)  Griffith,  the  father 
a  natives  of  Wales,  and  the  mother  of  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  included  in  William  Penn's  grant. 
The  mother  was  of  Quaker  antecedents,  her  people 
belonging  to  that  denomination,  and  her  ancestry 
coming  from  England  to  settle  in  Pennsylvania  at 
an  early  day  in  its  colonial  history.  They  had  a 
family  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  eldest.  Esther  Ann  was  horn  Feb.  I  1.  1825, 
and  married  Albert  Cooper;they  have  one  daughter, 
Emma.  Mercy  1'..  horn  March  30.  1827,  married 
David  Holcome;  they  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren. John,  born  April  21.  1830,  married  Caroline 
Holcome:  they  have  eight  children.  Silas  Levi,  born 
March  ."..  1833, married  and  has  five  children;  they 
live  in  Nebraska.  Joseph,  born  March  28,  1834, 
died  in  1836.  Eli  Paxon,  born  Sept.  7.  1835,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Cox,  and  has  six  children;  the^  re- 
side in  Pennsylvania.  Sarah,  horn  June  1.  1837, 
married  James  Hagerman ;  they  had  one  child,  who 


died  Feb.  21.  1885.  Joseph,  born  Feb.  11.  1839, 
is  married;  he  is  a  minister  and  is  now  pastor  of 
St.  Paul's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  Ne- 
braska. William  Harrison,  born  June  2a.  18  !<•.  mar- 
ried Cassie  Hooker,  of  Pennsylvania;  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  daughters,  now  residing  in  Ne- 
braska. Mary,  born  Nov.  23,  1*H.  married  James 
Shanon.  of  Nevada:  they  have  two  sons,  and  reside 
in  Nemaha.  Neb.  Henry  Clay,  born  Sept.  30,  1843, 
died  Nov.  12.  1861.  Elizabeth  W.,  born  Sept.  23. 
1845,  and  died  in  1847. 

Robert  S.  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  the 
benefit  of  a  fair  education,  such  as  his  father  could 
afford  to  give  him  in  those  days,  before  free  schools 
were  known.  He  worked  by  the  month  some  be- 
fore he  was  allowed  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself. 
Being  an  active,  enterprising  youth,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  bought  his  tune  of  his  father,  paying  him 
the  sum  of  |]  25.  He  was  married.  March  20,  1  85  1 .  to 

Miss  Susan  Cox,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Elizabeth 
(Larue)  Cox.  Following  is  a  short  chronological 
record  of  her  parents  and  their  children:  Jonas 
Cox  was  born  on  the  15th  day  of  October,  1  7 '. » 7 . 
Elizabeth  Larue  was  born  on  the  20th  day  of 
August,  1  TUT.  They  were  united  in  marriage  at 
Fallsington,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  lath  of  April, 
1819.  Jonas  Cox  died  on  the  19th  of  December, 
1834.  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  on  the  11th  of  May.  1869.  Their 
union  was  productive  of  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Sarah  was  horn  on  the  7th  of  February,  1820,  and 
died  on  the  loth  of  March.  1845;  John  L.  was  born 
on  the  17th  of  July.  1821;  Hannah,  on  the  1-t  of 
September,  L823;  Ellwood,  on  the  29th  of  May. 
1825;  Mary  Ann  L.,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1*27;  Susanna,  wife  of  our  subject,  on  the  30th  of 
March.  1829;  Samuel  L.  was  born  on  the  8th  of 
June.  1831,  and  died  on  the  20th  of  September, 
1833;  Elizabeth  was  born  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1834.  John  L.  Cox  married  Catherine  Ililes.  who 
was  horn  on  the  27th  of  April.  1838.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  horn  of  that  marriage:  Joseph,  on 
the  6th  ot  May.  1858,  and  Charles  W.,  on  the  28th 
"'  Se]  itember,  I  863. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject  was 
employed  as  a  day  laborer.  He  was  economical  and 
thrifty,    and  carefully  saving  his  earnings  bought 
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from  active  business  about  fifteen  years.  lie  owns 
and  occupies  a  line  home,  a  handsome  brick  resi- 
dence, complete  in  its  finishings  and  furnishings,  in- 
dicative within  and  without  of  the  refinement  of 
modern  life,  lie  is  a  man  cultivated  and  intelli- 
gent, one  who  has  seen  much  of  the  world,  having 
traveled  over  a  goodly  portion  of  the  United  States 
from  Florida  to  California.  His  career  has  been 
distinguished  by  that  broad  and  liberal  spirit  which 
has  led  him  to  donate  early  and  often  of  his  means 
to  worthy  enterprises,  churches,  schools,  and  the 
other  projects  tending  to  elevate  man  in  the  social 
scale,  and  fit  bun  to  work  out  his  destiny  as  evi- 
dently designed  by  the  Creator. 

Our  subject  first  began  life  in  Ross  County.  ( >hio, 
at  the  modest  home  of  his  parents  near  the  town  of 
Chillicothe,  Nov.  17.  1826.  He  is  the  fifth  child 
of  John  and  Cassandra  (Hitter)  Walton,  the  father 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  mother  born  in 
Kentucky.  They  were  married  in  17'Js.  and  soon 
afterward  settled  in  Ross  County.  Ohio,  where  they 
lived  until  1833.  Thence  they  removed  to  Wyan- 
dot County,  that  State,  where  the  father  followed 
his  trade  of  cooper,  and  also  carried  on  farming. 
Our  subject,  there  spent  his  boyhood  attending  the 
district  school,  and  making  such  good  progress  that 
he  in  good  time  developed  into  a  teacher,  which 
profession  he  followed  four  winters 

Desirous  now  of  a  change  of  scene,  young  Wal- 
ton left  his  native  State,  and  proceeded  to  McLean 
County.  111.  Having  in  view  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture, he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  near  Bloom- 
ington,  to  which  later  he  added  100  acres  more.  In 
the  meantime  all  this  preparation  for  the  future  was 
Stimulated  by  the  prospect  of  a  happy  home  and 
congenial  companion,  and  when  he  had  made  the 
requisite  arrangements  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
was  united  in  marriage  with  one  of  the  most  estim- 
able young  ladies  of  Wyandot  County.  31  i  -  -  Mary 
A.  KisseM  .Mrs.  Walton  was  the  daughtei  of  Rev. 
George  G.  Kissell,  who  for  many  years  was  a  min- 
ister of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  The  youn« 
couple  at  once  sought  their  new  home  in  Illinois, 
and  Mr.  Walton  gave  his  attention  to  the  imp: 
nient  and  cultivation  of  his  farm  for  six  years 
thereafter.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  sold 
out  for  the  snug  sum  of  S7,000. 

«■ 


Having  in  view  a  change  of  occupation.  Mr.  Wal- 
ton now  came  to  Michigan,  and  invested  a  portion 
of  his  capital  in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise,  es- 
tablishing his  store  in  Three  Rivers.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  he  was  totally  unacquainted  with 
an  enterprise  of  this  character,  but  his  natural  abili- 
ties and  good  judgment  enabled  him  to  make  of  the 
experiment  a  success.  He  was  thus  occupied  until 
the  wintei  of  1866,  when  he  sold  out  to  good  ad- 
vantage, and  for  a  year  was  not  engaged  in  any 
active  employment.  Afterward  he  purchased  a 
Selected  stock  of  dry-goods,  and  carried  on  a  good 
trade  in  this  quality  of  merchandise  until  1873. 
Then  selling  out  once  more,  he  retired  permanently 
from  active  business,  and  is  now  living  at  his  ease, 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life 

To  Samuel  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Kissell)  Walton 
thetc  were  born  four  children,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  The  eldest,  Myron  K.,  is  a  resident  of 
Grand  Rapids;  Marion  I.  and  Sherman  G.,  the  sec- 
ond and  yoongesl  sons,  comprise  the  firm  of  Wal- 
ton Bros.,  who  are  numbered  among  the  leading 
merchants  of  Three  Rivers.  The  daughter.  May 
K..  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Balyeat,  and  they  re- 
side in  Kalamazoo.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  at  her  home  in  Three  Rivers,  Aug.  8,  1884. 
Mr.  Walton  contracted  a  second  marriage.  May  26, 
1886,  with  Miss  Jennie  II.  Wheeler,  who  was  born 
Jan.  18,  1858,  in  Jackson  County,  this  state. 

Mr.  Walton  has  always  been  a  stirring  business 
man.  and  while  his  private  matters  have  demanded 
much  time  and  attention,  he  still  retains  a  warm 
interest  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  adopted 
city,  and  has  been  foremost  in  encouraging  the  pro- 
jects best  calculated  to  give  it  standing  and  posi- 
tion in  the  commercial  world.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  First  National  Bank  as  a  Director 
since  it-  organization,  and  is  one  of  its  leading 
stockholders,  lie  formerly  served  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  and  in  religious  matters  has 
been  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  lor  many  years,  anil  one  of  its  most  liberal 
supporters,  donating  at  one  time  the  large  sum  of 
".  In  political  matters  the  Republican  party 
receives  his  unqualified  support. 

During  thi>  winter  of    1883-84  Mr.  Walton  gave 
his  time  to  rest  and  recreation  on  the  Pacific  Slope,     1' 
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in  Lagrange  County.  Ind.;  Abraham  is  single  and 
is  employed  asa  carpenter;  Matilda, unmarried,  and 
Lydia,  the  youngest,  are  both  at  home  with  their 
fa!  her. 

Mr.  Hartzler  has  been  a  fanner  all  his  life,  in 
which  he  lias  proved  fairly  successful.  He  has  held 
various  offices  in  the  town  in  which  he  resides,  and 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  years.  The  whole  farm  is  under  a  very  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  buildings,  although  not 
elaborate,  are  of  a  very  substantia]  and  permanent 
character.  The  house  is  roomy  and  very  com- 
fortably furnished;  nicely  located,  the  barns  and 
other  necessary  out-buildings  arc  very  capacious 
and  well  adapted  for  their  intended  use.  He  has 
always  lived  a  very  frugal  ami  contented  life,  and 
he  has  gathered  about  him  a  handsome  property, 
and  one  which  speaks  very  highly  for  his  indus- 
trious habits.  He  is  Signal  Service  Reporter  for 
his  locality,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Mennonite 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also  a  member,  and 
t  he\  were  very  earnesl  and  devoul  in  their  religious 
duties,  lie  is  a  man  of  considerable  note  in  his 
neighborhood,  and  he  prides  himself  on  the  fact 
that  his  undertakings  are  almost  always  crowned 
with  prosperity.     In  politics  lie  is  a   Republican. 

WILLIAM  A.  MOWRER,  manager  of  the  tele- 
phone exchange al  Three  Rivers,  is  a  native 
of  Danville.  Montour  Co.,  Pa.,  horn  Feb. 
12,  1857,  his  parents  being  Peter  and  Mary  Mowrer. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  in  Montour  County,  where 
he  was  horn  and  where  his  entire  life  had  been 
spent.  He  died  in  April,  I*7.">,  aged  forty-nine. 
He  had  been  a  farmer  all  his  lifetime  and  had  never 
aspired  to  any  public  position.  He  had  for  many 
years  been  a  member  of  tin'  Reformed  Church,  and 
was  esteemed  asa  good  man  and  a  good  citizen. 
His  wife  was  Mary  Everette,  a  native  also  of  Dan- 
ville, who  is  now  living  with  her  son  William  A., 
in  Three  Rivers.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Henry  A.,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Gallatin  Valley, Mont.,  engaged  in  stock- 
raising,  cattle,  sheep  and  horses;  Margaret,  Charles, 
Alonzo.  Leander,  all  unmarried  and  living  in  Three 


Rivers,  and  William  A.,  our   subject,  who  was  the 
eldest    of    the    family.       He    attended    the    public 
schools  in  his  youth,  and  afterward   was  graduated 
in  the  commercial  course  at  the  Danville  Academy. 
On   leaving  there   he  went   as  clerk  into  a  store  in 
that   place   in  which   he  had   previously  worked  in 
his  school  days,  and  in  1K77  decided  to  go  farther 
West,  intending'  to  locate  in  Peoria.  111.,  but  finally 
decided  to  make  his  home  in  Three  Rivers,  where 
he  had  some  relatives.     His  first  work  in  that  place 
was  as  a   clerk  for  G.   C.  Brissette,  the    clothing 
merchant.    From  there  he  went  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  to 
close   out   a   stock   of    clothing   for   R.   Blackburn. 
This  being  finished   he  returned  to  Three  Rivers, 
and  with  a  grand-uncle  started  on  a  tour  to  seethe 
South  and  Southwest  country.     Four  months  after 
they   had   started,  and   while   in    Columbia,   Tenn., 
the  elder,  named  Isaac  Mowrer.  was  taken  ill.  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  able  to  travel  they  returned  to  Three 
Rivers,   where    Mr.  Mowrer   suffered   a  relapse  and 
soon    died.     The  following  year  was   spent  by  our 
subject  in  Elkhart  in  charge  of  the  cloak  department 
of   Dorn,  Gemberling  &  Co..  and   Nov.  1.  1886,  he 
engaged  with  the  Telephone  and  Telegraph    Con- 
strui  lion  Company  of  Michigan,  and  the  Michigan 
Bell  Telephone  Company,  the  former  operating  all 
the  local  lines  and  the  latter  the  State  lines  connect- 
ing  the   towns  with   each  other  all  over    the  State. 
Since  then  Mr.  Mowrer  has  been  engaged  as  district 
manager  for  both  companies,  with  headquarters  at 
Three  Rivers. 

In  September,  1883,  Mrs.  Mowrer  and  her  chil- 
dren came  to  Michigan,  and  the  family  are  living 
together  in  Three  Rivers.  Mr.  Mowrer  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Church,  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity ;  Three  Rivers  Lodge  No. 
52,  F.  &  A.M.;  Salathiel  Chapter  No.  28,  R.  A., 
ami  Three  Rivers  Commandery  No.  29.  He  is  held 
in  high  estimation  as  a  young  man  of  excellent 
character  and  unblemished  reputation. 

The  Three  Rivers  Exchange,  of  which  Mr.  Mow- 
rer has  charge,  was  established  May  2.'!.  1882.  It 
began  business  with  thirty-one  subscribers,  and  in 
the  two  years  following  had  increased  to  fifty-one. 
At  this  time  and  during  the  years  ISM,",  and  1886 
the  business  decreased,  the  number  of  subscribers 
Nov.    1.   1886,   being   but   eleven.     The    company 
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He  worked  for  the  welfare  of  others,  and  not  for 
himself.  His  inventions  he  made  free  to  all,  and 
never  sought  to  secure  any  special  advantage  by 
obtaining  patents.  In  other  labors  Mr.  Leland 
spent  a  long  and  useful  life,  and  as  a  citizen,  a  hus- 
band and  a  father,  he  was  no  less  to  be  remembered 
than  as  a  millwright  and  an  inventor.  His  hand 
was  ever  open  to  the  p '  and  needy.  In  his  fam- 
ily he  was  kind  and  affectionate,  and  the  example 
of  his  life  to  his  children  was  the  guiding  star  to 
respecl  and  usefulness.  As  a  brother  pioneer  the 
writer  take.-  a  melancholy  pleasure  in  paying  this 
small  tribute  hi  his  memory,  feeling  that  he  out- 
stripped the  majority  of  men  in  his  usefulness 
among  the  various  interests  of  St.  Joseph   County. 

Tin-  subjecl  <>f  this  sketch  was  the  son  of  George 
Leland.  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  horn  in  1769. 
He  was  reared  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  atari  early 
age  had  been  adopted  by  a  wealthy  family,  with 
win, m  he  grew  to  manhood,  lie  chose  farming  for 
his  vocation,  and  upon  reaching  maul 1  was  mar- 
ried in  his  native  State  to  Miss  Lydia  Moore.  They 
became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  Income  men  and  women.  The  family  emi- 
grated to  Michigan  Territory  in  1836,  and  located 
on  section  1.  in  Lockport  Township,  where  the 
death  of  George  Leland  occurred  in  1860,  and  that 
of  his  wife  Lydia  when  she  was  seventy-nine  years 
old. 

John  M.  Leland.  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Mooresburg,  Montour 
Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  completed  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  school,  and  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  millwright,  lie  was  married  in 
Northumberland  County.  Pa.,  near  Danville.  Feb. 
is.  1834,  to  Miss  Sarah  G.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Gulick)  Gaskin,  of  that  county.  Mr. 
Gaskin  was  of  Irish  parentage,  while  his  wife  was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey.  They  both  died  at  the 
home  of  their  daughter.  Mrs.  I. eland,  in  Lockport, 
the  mother  Aug.  8,  1848,  when  sixty-eight  years 
old;  the  father  Feb.  12,  1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  there  were  born  four 
children:     Harriet    E.   remains    at    home  with    her 


mother;  William  (J.  married  Miss  Margaret  Castle, 
and  has  one  daughter.  May;  he  resides  with  his 
mother  and  occupies  a  part  of  the  old  farm.  Sam- 
uel G.  married  .Miss  Sophia  Straehly.  lie  lives 
under  the  old  home  roof,  and  is  the  father  of  one 
child,  a  daughter  Myrtie.  Elner  F.  is  unmarried 
and  remains  with  her  mother.  Mr.  Leland.  politi- 
cally, was  a  stanch  Republican.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  L.  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  Mrs.  L.  is  also  a  member. 

_ ^p^ <^_ 


/^  HARLES  L.  FISHER.  The  Three  Rivers 
I  House  in  tin-  city  of  this  name  is  one  of  the 

^vsir  most  popular  hotels  in  the  place,  and  was 
originally  conducted  many  years  by  the  father  of 
our  subject,  and  after  his  death  Charles  I  .  suc- 
ceeded to  its  management.  The  latter  has  had  a 
ripe  c\|  erience  in  the  business, and  seems  peculiarly 
adapted  to  manage  successfully  the  various  emer- 
gencies which  naturally  arise  in  an  enterprise  of 
this  description.  The  hotel  under  his  management 
sustains  its  early  reputation  as  one  of  the  most 
hospitable  places  for  a  weary  traveler  which  can  be 
found  within  the  limits  of   St.  Joseph  County. 

Our  subject  was  horn  .Vug.  2(1,  1*40.  on  the 
banks  of  Fisher  Lake,  Lockport  Township,  which 
lake  took  il>  name  from  his  honored  father,  who 
settled  in  close  proximity  to  it  during  the  pioneer 
days  of  this  county.  To  Leonard  Fisher  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  Underwood,  the  parents  of  our  suhject, 
there  were  horn  eleven  children,  of  whom  Charles 
U.  was  the  fifth,  ami  seven  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
ture years.  Three  of  these  are  living,  residing  in 
Chicago  and  Detroit.  The  parents  were  horn  in 
Montour  (  ounty,  Pa.,  where  also  they  were  reared 
and  married,  and  soon  after  uniting  their  lives  and 
fortune-  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1834,  during 
its  Territorial  days. 

The  years  1809  and  1812  designate  the  birth  of 
the  father  and  mother  respectively  of  our  suhject. 
After  coming  to  Michigan  they  lived  a  number  of 
years  on  Fisher  Lake  being  the  first  settlers  in  that 
region.  The  father  battled  with  the  elements  of  a 
new  soil  for  many  years  and  built  up  a  comfortable 
homestead,  upon   which   he  remained  until    1855. 


*f 


■  -*- 


-I       IOSI  I'll    i  "I    Ml 


4* 


II 

fllll\     II II  I: 

hut    continuiu  i    1 1 1 !■■    iinii! 

41  Ir'l    .1  II  in '    2  I    till) 

- 

I  > 1 1 1    Bull 

I'll 

clerk  in 

tip  in   111' 

•■villi 
\l        Jennie    I 
bride's  home 

■nl  intelligent  ladj 
lien  i  ng  well  t< 

liing 
in  lii  to  make  li 

corafortalilo, 

comprising  litis   rooms,  neatlj   lltted  up,  and 

ho9t"  uf  the   I  Rivers  Hi 

known  1 1 1 1-.  • 

•. .  and  b  itli  be  and  his  excellent  « il 
kindly   rememberetl   by    those  who  : 

ilirir    hospitality        I  rn    to 

them  i'l   "nl\ .  Jan 

lung  trouble,  Jan.  II,  1* 


7  RRDKRII  K     V    BELLMAN    J  pn 

■    linn  uf    I      \    Bellm 
urer,  anil  in  the  enjoyment  of    i  _■ I 

e  of  Unio 
born   n<  it    Bei  lin,  the  \ 

uf  Hi  tunty  .  « In 

ind  died  when  his 

mothei  - 

Bellman, 

with  her  husband,  Joli 


! 

I 

I  until  i 
then  • 
in  the  84lb  (> 

Sir. 

i      Willi     II, 

iii  tin 

in  !«• 

■ 

■ 
ain,  • 

and  i in |  .i   - 

■II  call.      1 1 
w  isbington,  I  >.  ( '..  in  .1 

iiin- 
l     , 
ther   until 

■ 

ft  hen 

II  . 

■ 

M 


i 


-••» 


4 


530 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


chased.  The  firm  does  a  general  manufacturing 
business,  ami  gives  employment  usually  to  twenty 
men,  disposing  of  its  goods  hotb  at  wholesale  and 
retail. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bellman  and  Miss  Fiances 
McGuire  occurred  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  1865.  Mrs. 
Bellman  was  born  in  Canada,  in  1  <-> 4 4 .  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of  one 
child,  a  sun.  Leon  E..  who  was  born  in  I860,  and 
is  a  practical  harness-maker,  doing  business  now  in 
Three  Rivers.  Mr.  Bellman  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  of  several  years'  standing,  be- 
longing to  the  Chapter  anil  Coromandery,  and  as 
an  ex-soldier  is  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.  He 
belongs  to  Company  I),  "id  Michigan  State  Militia: 
and  held  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant,  was  then 
made  First  Lieutenant  and  finally  commissioned 
Quartermaster,  which  position  he  still  holds.  lie 
uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  served 
three  years  as  Alderman  from  the  First  Ward,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  Fire  and  Water  Committee 
for  two  years. 
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ICTIMONT)  E.  CASE, editor  of  tin-  NeweRe- 
porter  of  Three  Rivers,  has  been  a  resident  of 
i^%  St.  Joseph  County  for  forty-four  years.  He 
^£);was  born  in  Richmond.  Ontario  Co.,  X.  Y.. 
April  26,  L828,  his  parents  being  William  and 
Paulina  (Robblee)  Case,  who  were  natives  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y..  whence  they  had  re- 
moved. The  elder  Case  was  a  farmer,  pursu- 
ing thai  avocation  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1830,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  having  been 
born  Jan.  .">.  1788.  He  was  married  Jan.  18,  1814. 
His  widow  some  time  after  his  decease  became  the 
wife  of  William  Blair,  and  died  June  •">.  1851,  in 
Constantine,  St.  Joseph  Co..  Mich.,  where  they  had 
settled.  At  the  time  of  her  decease  she  was  fifty- 
six  years  of  age,  being  born  March  15,  1795. 

William  Case  was  a  plain  fanner,  who  never 
aspired  to  any  public  position  or  notoriety,  lie  had 
eighl  children,  as  follows:  Abraham,  who  was  killed 
by  the  bursting  of  a.  cannon  July  I.  1834;C'hloe, 
a  twin  sister,  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Benham 
and  resides  at  Constantine,  St.  Joseph  County; 
4*  _ 


Hiram  is  living  in  Sturgis.  this  county;  Thomas  was 
married  and  died  at  Centreville.  same  county,  at 
the  age  of  twenty  -five  years ;  William,  likewise  mar- 
ried, died  in  Norwalk,  Ohio;  he  had  been  in  Florida 
several  years  on  account  of  his  health,  and  while 
there  was  correspondent  for  the  New  York  Tribune, 
Toledo  Blade  and  Norwalk  Reflector;  the  next  was 
Dennis,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Lapeer  County.  Mich.; 
Laura,  who  was  th"  first  Lorn,  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  youngest  of  the  family  was  our  subject. 

By  the  death  of  his  father.  R.  F.  Case  lost 
the  paternal  care  and  guidance  at  a  very  early  age, 
but  the  place  was  filled  by  his  stepfather,  Mr.  Blair, 
who  brought  up  the  family  as  his  own.  and  was 
loved  and  respected  by  all  the  children  as  a  real 
parent.  Our  subjed  was  mainly  reared  by  an  uncle, 
Abraham  Case,  of  Norwalk.  Ohio,  with  whom  he 
lived  until  he  was  eighteen  ytars  of  age.  He  then 
came  to  this  county,  and  at  Centreville  learned  the 
trade  of  saddlery  and  harness-maker,  and  afterward 
carried  on  that  business  there  for  five  years,  also 
having  in  connection  therewith  a  drug  business. 

In  1851  Mr.  Case  removed  to  Three  Rivers,  and 
engaged  in  the  harness  and  mercantile  business, 
which  he  carried  <>n  until  1857.  During  the  last  two 
years  of  that  time  he  also  carried  on  a  farm  in 
Lockport  Township,  which  he  had  bought.  In  the 
year  named  he  disposed  of  his  harness  and  mercan- 
tile business  ami  removed  to  Constantine,  where  he 
again  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1861  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster  under  the  administration 
of  President  Lincoln,  but  resigned  the  position  in 
1864  and  returned  to  Three  Rivers,  where  he 
bought  a  livery  business,  which,  however,  he  dis- 
posed of  in  a  year,  il  not  being  congenial  to  him. 
lb'  then  engaged  in  real-estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  in  1879  became  the  proprietor  and  editor, 
of  the  News  Reporter,  and  has  remained  there  ever 
since,  conducting  Loth  branches  of  business  named. 
In  1883  Mr.  Case  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Roan  I  of  (  dnti'ol  of  t  In- state  Public  Schools,  which 
position  he  filled  for  six  years,  his  term  expiring 
Jan.  1.    1889. 

In  May.  1849,  Mr.  Case  was  married  to  Laura 
Hewings,  a  native  of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  in  1826.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed   with  six  children,    three  of  whom  are  de- 
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erine  is  the  wife  of  John  Gentzler,  of  Florence 
Township;  John  is  occupied  in  farming,  and  lives 
nut  far  from  the  old  homestead;  Peter  died  in 
infancy. 

Our  subject,  in  the  early  part  of  1865,  returned 
to  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and  was  there  married  a 
second  time,  January  12  of  the  same  year,  to  Mrs. 
Matilda  (Ilartman)  Horner,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Baker)  Ilartman.  and  widow  of  Jerry 
Horner.  Mr.  Horner  was  a  tailor  by '  occupation, 
and  died  in  Seneca  County,  Sept.  29,  1863.  Of 
this  marriage  there  were  born  five  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Frances,  is  the  wife  of 
W.J.  Engleman,  of  Constantine  Township;  George 
died  when  a  lad  of  seven  years;  Joseph  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Leadville,  Col.,  where  Samuel  also  lives, 
and  Amanda  E.  died  when  an  infant  of  sixteen 
months. 

Mrs.  Matilda  Miller  was  born  in  Snyder  County. 
l'a..  Sept.  11.  IS,",)!.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  are  now  both  deceased.  Of  this 
latter  union  there  have  been  no  children.  Mrs. 
Miller  is  a  lady  looking  well  to  the  ways  of  her 
household,  making  her  home  pleasant,  not  only  to 
her  family,  but  the  stranger  who  may  happen 
within  their  gates. 

ElBENEZER  OSBORN.  The  name  of  this 
worthy  pioneer,  who  is  now  deceased,  de- 
?!  serves  honorable  mention  among  the  earl}' 
settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  came  to  this 
region  when  a  young  man  from  New  York  State, 
where  he  was  born  on  Aug.  10,  1822.  He  took 
up  a  tract  of  land  on  section  21,  in  Flowertield 
Township,  opening  up  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres 
near  which  the  village  of  Howardsville  afterward 
sprang  up.  He  battled  with  the  difficulties  incident 
to  that  time,  and  after  making  a  good  record  de- 
parted this  life  at  the  homestead  which  he  had  built 
up,  Feb.  1  1.  1887. 

Mr.  Osborn  was  married  at  Three  Rivers,  after 
coming  to  this  county.  July  10,  1862,  to  Miss  Nancy 
Clark,  who  passed  away  prior  to  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  her  death  taking  place  at  the  old  farm, 
June  21,1  884.     They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons  : 


Charles,  the  elder,  was  born  April  13,  1863,  and 
was  reared  upon  a  farm,  becoming  familiar  with  its 
various  employments  and  receiving  his  education 
in  the  common  school.  Frank,  the  younger  son, 
also  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  upon  reaching  man- 
hood was  married  at  Buchanan,  Berrien  County,  this 
State,  to  Miss  Fannie  Cave.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Marcellus  Township.  Cass  County,  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  L.  and 
LucinaCave.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  England, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  early  in 
life.  He  came  to  Cass  County  during  its  early 
settlement,  ami  after  opening  up  a  good  farm  spent 
the  latter  years  of  Ins  life  in  prosperity  and  quiet. 
Mrs.  Cave  was  born  at  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  and  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  in  Lamoni,  Iowa.  Be- 
sides Mrs.  Osborn  there  are  three  other  daughters: 
Addie,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Judson,  of  Covert;  Nettie 
and  Jessie,  who  live  with  their  mother  in  Iowa. 
Both  the  Cave  and  Osborn  families  represent  the 
better  element  of  society,  being  people  well-to-do 
and  of  good  standing  among  their  neighbors. 

v  A\'ll>  KNOX.  Three  Rivers  contains  some 
I  very  able  "legal  lights."  and  prominent 
among  them  as  a  lawyer,  orator  and  gen- 
tleman,'Stands  David  Knox,  a  native  of 
Michigan,  and  born  in  Sturgis  Township,  this 
county.  Feb.  26,  1848.  It  will  thus  be  seen  he  is 
in  the  very  prime  of  life,  and  his  career  thus  far 
has  been  signalized  by  ability  ami  success. 

David  Knox,  Sr..  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  departed  this  life 
at  his  home  in  September,  1886.  He  migrated  to 
Detroit  from  Seneca  County.  N.  Y.,  as  early  as 
1822,  and  to  Michigan  Territory  ten  years  later, 
locating  in  Sturgis  Township,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  in  connection  with  officiating 
as  minister  of  the  .Methodist    Church,  and    became 

owner  of  a  g 1  farm  property.    The  mother.  Mrs. 

Thir/.a  (Jacobs)  Knox,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Ja- 
cobs. The  parental  household  included  seven  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  four  daughters,  David  being 
the  fourth  child.      lie  spent  bis  boyhood  largely  in 


■•► 


~4- 


-U 


s'l    .11  >si  rn  i  "i  \  1 1 


student  iii  the  I  iii"ii  Scl I  li   ihimIU 

I  hi  « Imli  lie  " 

atod  in  i  ->•  '      w  e   next    Unci   li 
the  I  nion   School  » here   he  hnd 
pupil. 

\l  i    K entci  ed  upon  the  studj;  "i   In«    ii 

i .Hi. .    of   W  Illinm    H  i  ill.-,  null 

ted   with  O     I      l  ■ 
l:  li  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 . ■. I  i..   tin-  Imi   in 

at  ■  i .|"  nei I  in  "iii'  ■   i"i  ' he  |  il  in-  pro- 

•   I; i  -. .  -  -   ol  « in'  li  he  li.-i-  since  eon- 
tinueil   m    resilient.     In  connection    »itli 
business    lie    opcrn 
nii.in\   lonner,  nnd  from  the  three  comliiw 

mfoi  table  i i. 

Tin-  family  of  "in  -ii  ii   intelli- 

gent »  Ifc  nnil  three  inti  liildren,  t  In- 

named    rcs|iectivcl      -  I     ini 

ward  Moon       I'hc   maiden  nnmc  of  his   wifi 

i   their  m 
.•ii   I                    -.in  June,  1878.     Mi  -  the 
Stephen    i                         i   well-known 
t  i  in>  count  \                                       raily. 
M  i    Knox  keeps  himself  ««'ll  1 1 
I,,  mutters  of  general  interest,  and  uniformlj 
the  liepulillcnn  ticket,     lie   has    i!^  lys   been  inter- 
ested in  tli«-   pr i  i"ii  "i  cclm                 l   for  the 

>    l>imi 
College,     He  has  held  some  "t  the  minor  ofl 
bul  i-  n"i  ami  ii  tlii^  lint       1 1<    - 

h   Knighl    Templar  ol   the    Masonic   fraternity 
i  n  g  t  o  L< 

Will  Bapl  ■  1 1 i t  \  he  I 

of  large  n mounts  of  monej  devoted  t"  : 
and  in  ilii-.  :i-  in  other  positions  "t  tmsl 
sponsibilitj  .  has  acquitted  h  man 

and  ;i  '_'""i|  citizen. 


lil.VKI)  (  II  WIN.  oi  i    of  tl 
I 
^^  ni    and   pul. I 

I       /  ' 

bome  .it    Pi  irn- 

ship,  and   which   is 


-In).,  which   i  i   nnd    ii|  li    be 

me  buildii  _■-       1 1. 

cpf   till 

I  native  of  fi  ^ 

f"in  ■ 

township  until  hit 

till-      I  'III-       I. Mill'     ill 

I  -  N.       I  be  n 

1  M 

Ohio,    \ 

our    -ni-.;- 
I 

nt  and  Duti  N.  Y.     1  •  mi- 

I  from  the  G 
and  •■ 

led   in  <  •  ran\  ille,    bul 

I   f n .in  there  in  .1 
came  t"  the    I 
Sherman  Township       i 

-.in   it-  limits  nnd  ■  1 1'     im- 

ii  the  will  i 

had  four  children,  I 

Mi  i  loud,  ii"   '■-■•'     of  Mn    I 
born 

I  ■. 
uf  Ml 

I  fpon  !'"i»  in,'  ' 
-..  \| 
town,  w 
count  I 

Met 

I I 

S 
man    I 

■ 

the 


M- 


♦ 


r 


JL 


1 


534 


ST.  JOSEPH   COUNTY. 


wife  of  William  C.  Hofer,  of  Goshen,  Ind. .;  Adel- 
phia,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Lang,  lives  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.; 
Emeline  married  Mr.  A.  T.  Mann,  and  died  in 
Hutchinson  County,  Dak.,  in  May,  1887;  Alice, 
Mrs.  Charles  Simpson,  lives  in  California;  of  Will- 
iam P.  a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapin  have  been  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  a  period  of  thirty 
years,  contributing  liberally  and  cheerfully  to  its 
support,  and  laboring  as  they  have  had  opportunity 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity.  Mr.  Chapin  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 


f)  ASON  HORTON  HUYLAR  lias  been  for  the 
past  thirty  years  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers, 
St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  and  prominently  iden- 
tified with  its  business  interests.  He  was 
born  in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  Feb.  23,  1S25.  His 
ancestors  were  of  Dutch  and  English  extraction,  his 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Huylar,  coming  from 
Holland  and  settling  in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where 
he  successfully  carried  on  the  business  of  a  baker 
until  his  death.  His  wife  Gertrude  survived  him 
man)-  years,  dying  at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety- 
seven.  On  the  maternal  side  our  subject's  ancestors, 
of  English  lineage,  were  for  many  generations  resi- 
dents of  the  eastern  end  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  set- 
tling near  Southold  over  225  years  ago.  The  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was  Barnabas 
Horton,  and  the  house  which  he  built  about  225 
years  since  stood  until  six  years  ago,  when  it  was 
demolished  to  give  place  to  a  more  modern  struc- 
ture, at  which  time  there  was  present  a  large  gath- 
ering of  his  descendants.  The  house  being  the  old- 
est on  Eastern  Long  Island,  its  demolition  excited 
great  interest  and  was  much  commented  on  by  the 
press. 

William  and  Gertrude  Huylar  were  the  parents 
of  a  numerous  family,  numbering  in  all  twenty-four 
children,  all  now  deceased.  Their  son  Adam  was 
the  father  of  Jason  II.,  and  was  born  in  New  Bruns- 
wick in  177;t,  and  died  March  7,  1847,  in  his  sixty- 
ninth    year.       He   followed    the    occupation    of  his 


father,  and  carried  on  baking  in  the  city  of  New 
York, afterward  removing  to  Key  Port,  N.  J.,  where 
he  died.  He  was  a  man  of  good  character,  indus- 
trious and  sober,  always  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, but  never  accumulating  much  wealth.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a  Miss 
Vanderbilt,  a  relative  of  the  ancestors  of  that  now 
famous  family.  She  died  in'1816,  leaving  six  chil- 
dren: Gertrude,  William,  Abraham,  Charles,  and 
an  infant  unnamed,  all  now  deceased.  The  only 
survivor  is  John  Vanderbilt  Huylar,  a  farmer  near 
Battle  Creek.  Mich. 

The  second  wife  of  Adam  Huylar  was  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Denniston,  widow  of  John  Denniston,  and 
daughter  of  Jason  and  Mary  Horton.  Her  father 
was  a  man  of  exemplary  character  and  of  great 
piety,  a  conscientious,  consistent  and  sincere  Chris- 
tian, beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  is  held  in  such  veneration  by  his  descendants 
that  in  every  family  tracing  its  descent  from  him 
one  of  the  sons  is  named  Jason  Horton.  His  daugh- 
ter Elizabeth  was  born  in  Mendham,  N.  J.,  in  1791, 
and  attained  a  great  age,  dying  in  her  ninety-third 
year.  By  her  marriage  with  John  Denniston  she 
had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  uow  living. 
She  was  a  woman  of  positive  character,  who  im- 
pressed her  personality  on  her  children,  who  in  a 
great  degree  inherited  her  characteristics.  By  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Huylar  she  had  seven  children, 
as  follows:  Elizabeth  F.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Allen,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  both  now  deceased; 
Adam  is  a  dealer  in  sash  and  blinds  at  Key  Port,  N. 
J.;  Mary  died  in  childhood;  Jason  Horton  was  next 
in  order  of  birth;  then  Isaac  W.,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Edward  P..  a  well-known  physician,  was  the 
originator  anil  proprietor  of  the  celebrated  remedy 
known  as  "Clark  Johnson's  Indian  Blood  Syrup," 
and  died  in  New  York  City,  Aug.  11,1888,  after 
accumulating  a  large  fortune.  The  youngest,  Mary 
Voorhees,  died  in  childhood.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  early  began  to 
work  at  the  business  of  marble  cutting.  His  first 
venture  on  his  own  account  was  in  Key  Port,  N.  J., 
in  1855,  at  which  time  he  established  a  shop  there. 
Three  years  later  he  determined  to  try  his   fortunes 
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farm  buildings,  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock, 
the  latest  improved  machinery,  and  all  the  facilities 
necessary  to  the  success  of  the  modern  agriculturist. 

Our  subject  was  wedded  in  his  native  count}', 
Jan.  16,  1840,  to  Miss  Phebe.  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Rittenhouse)  Eck.  Mrs.  Crevling  was 
the  sixth  child  of  her  parents,  and  first  opened  her 
eyes  to  the  light  July  29,  1  si 7.  There  came  to  the 
household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crevling  ten  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living.  Albert  J.  died  at  the 
home  of  his  parents  in  Lock  port  Township;  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years;  James  II.  died  when  an 
infant  of  eighteen  months;  Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Nye.  and  they  reside  in  Three  Rivers ;  Martha 
A.  is  living  with  her  parents  at  the  old  homestead; 
Harriet,  Mrs.  John  Hawkins,  died  at  her  home  near 
Constantine.  Oct.  1  1.  1  888  ;  .John  F.  is  unmarried  and 
living  at  home  with  his  parents;  William  E.  is  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Mitchell  County,  Kan.;  Anna 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Robbing,  of  Three  Rivers; 
Delilah,  Mrs.  Harry  Catton,  lives  with  her  husband 
on  a  farm  in  White  Pigeon  Township ;  Joseph  Nel- 
son continues  a  member  of   the  parental  household. 

Joseph  and  Mary  Eck.  the  parents  of  Mrs.  (rev- 
ling,  were  natives  of  Chester  County  and  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  respectively,  but  spent  their  last  days 
in  Berwick,  Columbia  County.  Mr.  Eck'  reached 
his  fourscore  years,  and  his  excellent  wife  had 
nearly  approached  that  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  three  son-. 
and  five  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  living;  Will- 
iam R.  is  a  resident  of  Colon,  this  comity;  Eliza 
continues  at  the  old  home  in  Berwick,  Columbia 
Co.,  Pa.,  of  which  she  is  the  owner;  Amelia  is  the 
wife  of  Archibald  Henry,  and  lives  in  Mitchell 
County,  Kan.,  on  a  farm  three  miles  from  Beloit. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

Our  subject  ami  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
members  in  good  standingof  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Three  Riverssince  1850.  Politically, 
Mr.  C.  was  first  identified  with  the  old  "Whig  party, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison,  in  1840. 
Upon  the  abandonment  of  the  old  party  he  allied 
himself  with  the  Republicans,  and  voted  for  the 
grandson  of  -Old  Tippecanoe"  in  the  fall    of   1888. 

John  Crevling.  a  brother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
-*«• — 


Oct.  22,  1810.  and  is  a  prosperous  farmer,  owning  a 
good  property  in  the  vicinity  of  Ashland  County, 
Ohio.  Jonathan,  born  June  26,  1803,  died  Jan.  20, 
1807,  when  about  three  years  of  age.  A  younger 
one,  Jared,  born  Jan.  24,  1813,  died  in  Columbia 
County,  Pa.,  March  14,  1826.  when  a  promising  lad 
of  thirteen  years.  The  other  brothers  and  sisters 
of  our  subject  are  named  as  follows :  Martha,  born 
Feb.  1,  1799,  died  Dec.  2.  1853;  Margrett.  born 
Dec.  17,  1801,  died  Nov.  17,  1840;  Andrew,  born 
Jan.  22.  1806;  Moore,  May  6, 1808;  Delilah.  Nov. 
4,  1814.  Our  subject's  mother  was  born  Dee.  1, 
177-'i,  in  Chester  County,  Pa.  She  was  married  Dec. 
17,  1707,  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  and  died  July 
12,  1858. 

■:>      :©:     <!' 

ANIEL  FRANCISCO,  deceased,  was  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Three  Rivers.  St.  Jo- 
seph Co.,  Mich.,  the  story  of  whose  life  is 
full  of  encouragement  to  boys  who  have  to 
make  their  own  way  in  the  world  under  difficulties. 
He  was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self-made  man. 
He  was  born  June  4,  1817,  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  but  four  years 
old.  and  the  death  of  his  father  two  years  later  left 
him  alone  in  the  world,  and  dependent  even  at  that 
tender  age  on  hi-  own  exertions.  He  was  bound 
out  at  the  age  of  -even  to  a  man  named  Erastus 
Green,    the    bargain    being   that   he   should    have   at 

least,  three  months'  schooling  every  3'ear.  Green  was 

a  seven'  taskmaster,  and  young  Francisco  was  com- 
pelled to  work  early  and  late,  and  was  never  sent 
to  school,  except  for  three  months  in  the  first  year, 
it  being  ail  the  schooling  he  ever  received.  He  re- 
mained with  Green  until  his  eleventh  year,  when  he 
ran  away  from  him,  working  out  by  the  day,  month 
or  year  as  he  could  secure  employment.  In  this 
way  several  years  were  passed,  and  when  he 
was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  he,  in  company 
with  a  man  named  Ira  B.  Gage,  bought  a  threshing- 
machine,  with  which  they  made  some  money,  giv- 
ing him  his  first  real  start.  About  the  time  he 
entered  into  this  business  he  was  married.  With 
the  money  he  made  by  the  thresher  he  bought  some 
laud  on  contract,  paying  a  part  down.  His  kind- 
heartedness  led  him  to  sign  notes  for  a  friend,  and 
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the  maternal  side  the  family  is  of  English  descent, 
coming  from  the  Hampton  and  Hopkins  stock,  early 
and  well-known  settlers  in  Columbia  County.  The 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  George  Pealer, 
was  born  Aug.  13,  1818,  and  .is  yet  living  in  his 
native  county.  He  has  been  a  farmer  and  lumber- 
man all  of  his  life,  and  is  living  on  the  farm  which 
has  been  his  residence  for  over  forty  years.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years,  and  has  always  been  looked  upon 
as  an  honest,  upright  man  and  a  good  citizen.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

Mr.  Pealer  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  1841 
to  Miss  Rebecca  B.  Hampton,  who  died  in  1876, 
aged  fifty -two;  she  was  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, but  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  Those 
deceased  were:  Mary  A.  who  was  the  wife  of  Wes- 
ley Auten,  and  died  near  Frcdericktown,  Ohio; 
Clarinda  S.  died  in  girlhood;  Daniel  Webster,  at 
the  age  of  seven;  Alvaretta  also  died  young,  and 
likewise  an  unnamed  infant.  The  survivors  are: 
William  0.,  partner  of  our  subject,  in  Three  Rivers; 
Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  Price,  of  Danville, 
Pa. ;  our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  the  family.  Of 
the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Pealer  there  is  no  issue. 

Russel  R.  Pealer  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  at- 
tending the  common  school,  as  farmers'  boys  do. 
In  February,  1859,  he  began  attending  the  New 
Columbus  Normal  School  in  Luzerne  County.  Pa., 
where  he  remained  until  the  following  winter,  when 
he  returned  to  his  home  and  taught  school  for  the 
term.  The  next  year  lie  returned  to  Columbus  and 
the  following  winter  again  taught  school.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  he  was  made  Principal  of  the  High 
School  at  Light  Street,  in  bis  native  county,  and  in 
the  following  fall  went,  to  New  Jersey,  New  York 
and  Other  places,  to  recruit  his  health,  which  was 
somewhat  impaired  by  close  study.  On  his  return 
he  attended  the  High  School  again,  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  enter  the  Albany  Law  School,  having  decided 
on  the  law  as  the  profession  to  which  he  would  de- 
vote his  life  work.  He  had  inherited  from  his 
mother  a  love  for  education  and  reading,  which  she 
wisely  encouraged,  and  to  her  is  clue  the  fact  that 
our  subject  acquired  a  line  education. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  1862,  Mr.  Pealer  of- 
fered   his   services   to    his  country,  and   enlisted  in 


C pany  E,  16th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  known  as 

'•Gregg's  Cavalry."  He  served  until  Aug.  1 1,  1865, 
and  (hiring  this  time  was  repeatedly  promoted  for 
meritorious  conduct,  passing  through  all  the  grades 
to  that  of  First  Lieutenant,  and  was  recommended 
for  promotion  to  a  Captaincy,  but  the  close  of  the 
war  skipped  all  further  promotions.  During  this 
time  he  served  in  over  thirty-five  battles  and  cav- 
alry engagements,  comprising  all  of  the  great  bat- 
tles fought  by  the  heroic  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
On  the  6th  of  February.  1805,  at  Hatchers  Run,  Va., 
near  Petersburg,  while  in  command  of  a  squadron 
and  leading  a  charge  on  Pegram's  division  of  infan- 
try, Lieut.  Pealer  was  wounded  in  the  left  thigh  by 
a  rifle  ball,  which  was  afterward  extracted  at  Balti- 
more. Before  his  wound  was  healed  he  rejoined 
his  regiment,  so  anxious  was  he  to  be  with  them. 
During  his  time  in  the  hospital  Mr.  Pealer  studied 
surveying  and  engineering,  which  he  afterward  put 
to  good  account  in  securing  means  to  continue  his 
law  studies. 

( )u  our  subject's  return  to  his  home  he  again  began 
the  study  of  the  law,  entering  the  office  of  Robert  F. 

ClarkatBl nsburg.  Pa.,  where  he  spent  two  years, 

and  was  there  admitted  to  the  bar  Sept.  3,  1867. 
and  n  short,  time  after  came  to  Three  Rivers,  decided 
to  make  it  his  home,  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  bringing  his  wife,  settled  permanently  in  Three 
Rivers  Nov.  12.  1867.  The  January  following  he 
was  admitted  to  the  .Michigan  bar.  and  at  once  en- 
gaged in  tin-  practice  of  his  profession, 

A  few  years  later  Mr.  Pealer  was  elected  and  re- 
elected Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  and  before  the 
expiration  of  his  last  term  was  appointed  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  of  the  county,  and  afterward  re-elected 
to  that  position.  He  declined  a  renomi nation  to 
that  office,  and  continued  to  practice  until  Jan.  1, 
1882,  when  lie  assumed  the  position  of  Circuit 
Judge  for  the  Fifteenth  District,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  the  previous  April.  lie  served  his  full 
term  of  six  years  with  great,  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents,  and  his  decisions 
while  on  the  bench  have  always  been  regarded  as 
sound  by  the  legal  fraternity  of  the  district. 

In  1888  Mr.  Pealer  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Three  Rivers  in  company  with  his 
brother  William  O.,  under  the  firm  name  of   Pealer 


!-«► 


t 


-    I  IMV|     |'||      |     (   ,|      \    |    \ 


-►■ 


I 

i  .1  tnuai 

<-oiin<  \    had   be<  n   I 

I  >rll!  -    |Hll    ill    llnllllt 

be  purpose  of  "\  en ng  I  |>u lo- 

tion led  ln~  friends  to  believe  be  oould  do  i1      Tbe 

thus  changing  the  polil 

tunl  \  -     He  ha  many 

nun Hi  ■!■-.  and   bel  ed  in 

kl  ional  im 
School  Board. 

Judge  I  lli- 

i'u-i    wife,  to  whom  be  was  married  on  the  25th  of 
I  '■      nilii  i .  i  -  Snll        \     - 

live  "i    I  .n/i -i  in    i  he  died  i 

I.  ■    rs,  Mich..  Nov.  6, I87li   By  this  i 

were  four  children  whom,  Mora  Josephine 

and  G  ed   in  childh I ;  the  • 

two,  i  aldine  and    M  irj    A  inder 

tbe  parental  i 

\  \|     r .      ■   •  I  to  Miss 

llii    BrSl     wife,   In.' 

•Ii  claiming  bei   M 
Judge  I'o  ili'i ■'- 
d>  « in. m  h 

•  here  is  no  is:         x 
busj  public  and  pi  life  Judj      I ' 

not    '  )  hood  he 

has  been  n  ci  insist*  nl    mi  in  idist 

i         opal  Church,  and  has  taken  an  rt  in 

its  work,     He  has  held  ever}  ofl  lion,  from 

Superintendei  hool  to  I 

■  He  is  a  member  ■■(  ai 

1 

being  :i  n 

i  \    M      -    Mbiel  Chn|  I     \  .  and 

M.  Ji  mandery    v  K.  T.     In 

:  H 

and  I  bile  in  tli  •<  an 

open  field  in  Virginia.  >ln. 

.Ill  ll 

beneficent  institutions  and  «  I 
under  them    l>y   well-di 


|n ime  "f  life,  with 
an  unsul 

iiinl  to  do  a 


l.\  ll  I .« i  i    \K  IN  n.v  M    n      : 
1 


opened  an  office  for  tin 
on,  which  ho 
'•I 
been  born  in  Marengo,  Calhoun  County,  S 

V.  8.   Nicln 
the  j 

!  :  Utile 

family .  w 

-f  his 
thirl 

linn  - 

upon.     Of  ti 

1  i  v  i  ■ 

■ 

I  ii  | H  hi  1 1 

unn 
menl 
1  R7 1      He  comm 

Alin 


-►• 


* 


o= 


4- 


540 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


in  April.  1847.  in  Tekonsha,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Harvey  Randall,  a  native  of  New  York.  After  his 
marriage  Dr.  Nichols  took  up  his  residence  in  Hills- 
dale, becoming  the  partner  of  R.  T.  Gill.  This 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  1*74.  and  Dr.  Nichols 
then  became  associated  with  his  brother-in-law,  A. 
<;.  Randall,  they  operating  together  two  years. 
Then  being  able  to  sell  out  to  good  advantage, 
Dr.  Nichols  changed  the  scene  of  his  operations  to 
Three  Rivers,  and  later  formed  a  partnership  with 
Dr.  W.  E.  Parker,  with  whom  he  is  at  present  asso- 
ciated. 

To  the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Nichols  there  have 
been  born  three  children,  one  living,  a  daughter, 
May  L.,  horn  Aug.  6,  1876.  They  occupy  a  pleasant 
home  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  which  is  the 
frequent  resort  of  its  cultivated  people.  Dr.  Nichols 
meddles  very  little  with  matters  outside  of  his  pro- 
fession, but  keeps  himself  well  posted  in  regard  to 
National  affairs,  and  uniformly  supports  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  lie  has  a  well- 
equipped  office  on  St?. Joseph  si  reet.  and  numbers  his 
patrons  among  the  best  element  of  Three  Rivers. 
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OlIN  COX.  retired  manufacturer  and  capi- 
talist of  Three  Rivers,  was  for  many  years 
one  of  its  most  active  business  men.  His 
\-HjJ  early  home  was  in  the  southeastern  corner  of 
the  Keystone  State,  he  having  heen  horn  in  Bucks 
County.  July  17.  1821.  His  parents.  Jonas  and 
Elizabeth  (Larue)  Cox,  had  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  John  was  the  second  eldest.  The 
Cox  family  is  of  English  ancestry,  generally  indus- 
trious, thrifty  and  well-to-do.  The  mother  of  our 
subjeel  was  of  French  extraction. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  when  John  was  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years.  Thus  left  an  orphan  he  was  thrown 
early  in  life  upon  his  own  resources,  while  his 
brothers  and  sisters  were  taken  into  the  homes  of 
strangers.  John  worked  upon  the  farm  in  summer 
and  attended  school  in  winter,  but  was  thus  enabled 
to  pursue  his  studies  only  a  few  months  each  year. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen   years  hi  menced    an   ap- 


prenticeship at  the  blacksmith  trade,  serving  five 
years,  and  receiving  only  his  board  and  clothes. 
Upon  becoming  a  journeyman  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Trenton.  N.  J.,  where  he  acquired  valuable 
knowledge  as  a  machinist,  and  where  he  spent  about 
six  years.  Thence  he  migrated  South  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  was  employed  in  the  iron  works  of 
Cooper,  Sprout  &  Wiley,  where  he  spent  two  sum- 
mers and  one  winter. 

Our  subject  now  returned  to  his  native  county, 
which  he  left- not  long  afterward  in  company  with 
Cyrus  Roberts,  and  they  repaired  to  Belleville.  111., 
in  the  autumn  of  1848,  where  they  began  on  a 
small  scale  the  manufacture  of  threshing-machines. 
They  prosecuted  this  industry  a  period  of  eight 
years,  building  up  quite  an  extensive  business 
throughout  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  In 
1856  they  sold  out,  and  our  subject  returned  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  until  1857. 

Mr.  Cox  now  made  his  way  to  Michigan,  where 
his  friend  Mr.  Roberts  had  preceded  him,  and  es- 
tablished himself  once  more  as  a  manufacturer  of 
threshing-machines.  Later  he  associated  himself 
with  other  parties,  under  the  style  of  Roberts.  Hibbs 
&  Co.,  and  they  for  some  years  carried  on  a  thriv- 
ing and  profitable  business.  In  1866  Mr.  Cox  with- 
drew. During  this  time  the  firm  enjoyed  a  very 
successful  patronage,  and  after  a  time  combined 
with  the  thresher  the  separator,  and  put  out  one  of 
the  most  complete  machines  of  the  day.  upon  which 
they  realized  a  very   large  sale. 

Mr.  Cox  while  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Hiles,  who  was 
born  in  Danville.  Pa.,  and  came  to  Michigan  with 
her  parents.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  two 
children,  and  the  mother  died  in  1868.  The  elder 
son,  Jasper  II..  died  at  the  parental  home  in  Three 
Rivers,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  hisage.  Charles 
W.  makes  his  home  with  his  father,  and  is  engaged 
as  a  clerk.  Mis.  Cox  was  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Her  death  was  the  occasion  of 
great  sorrow  to  her  husband  and  a  large  circle  of 
friends. 

Our  subject  identified  himself  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  1842,  and  for  a  period  of 
forty-six  years  has  given  cheerfully  and  liberally  of 
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he  became  a  member  of  a  brigade,  and  served  there- 
after in  the  ranks  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
participated  in  many  of  the  important  engagements 

which  followed,  and  was  wounded  before  Atlanta 
in  July.  1864,  by  a  stray  ball,  which  struck  him  in 
the  back,  passed  through  his  right  lung  and  lodged 
in  his  clothing.  He  still  has  the  ball  in  his  posses- 
sion. He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Jefferson,  Ind., 
where  he  remained  until  the  surrender  of  Lee,  and 
was  mustered  out  in  June,  1865.  He  has  never 
been  able  to  perform  manual  labor  since  being 
wounded. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Rice  returned  to 
Three  Rivers  and  resumed  his  former  business  as  a 
builder  and  contractor,  which  he  followed  almost 
continuously  up  to  1884,  and  then  retired.  He 
was  married  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  in 
1852,  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  John  Neuman. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Lewisburg, Pa.,  April  2, 1833. 
The}'  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living:  Dan,  a  resident  of  Faluns,  this 
county,  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Robert  Craw- 
ford, of  Kansas  City.  Mo.  Estella  met  with  a  most 
painful  death,  I13*  burning,  in  1862,  when  eight 
years  old. 

Mr.  Rice  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Greenback 
principles.  He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  representing  the  Third  Ward  in  the  City 
Council  several  terms,  serving  as  Deputy  Sheriff 
two  years  under  Charles  Coddington,  was  Under 
Sheriff  e>f  St.  Joseph  County  four  years,  and  is 
Deputy  Game  and  Fish  Warden  at  the  present  time. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
the  G.  A.  R. 


lis.  LYDIA  BAUM,  widow  of  John  Baum, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  this  part  of 
the  state  of  Michigan,  having  lived  in  the 
town  of  Lockport,  St.  Joseph  County,  for 
more  than  Bfty-one  years,  coming  here  with  her 
parents  in  April.  1837.  Her  husband  came  in  the 
year  1836,  prior  to  that.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Chester  County,  l'a..  Nov.  23,  1811.  and  died  Nov. 
11,  1888,  lacking  but  a  few  days  of  completing  his 
seventy-seventh  year.  He  lived  in  his  native 
county  until  his   twenty-sixth  year,  when    he  deter- 

«•  


mined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  then  Territory  of 
Michigan.  lie  bad  learned  the  trade  of  shoemak- 
ing,  but  on  coming  West  became  a  farmer,  enter- 
ing 160  acres  of  land  in  Cass  County,  which  he 
subsequently  exchanged  for  a  farm  of  160  acres 
in  Lockport  Township,  near  Three  Rivers  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  to  which  he  added  eighty  acres  by 
purchase.  He  also  became  the  owner,  in  partner- 
ship with  a  Mr.  Brower.  of  a  farm  of  forty  acres 
about  two  miles  south  of  Three  Rivers. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Baum  was  married,  March 
10,  1839,  and  the  young  couple  began  housekeep- 
ing on  the  40-acre  place.  There  they  lived  but  for 
six  months,  when  they  removed  to  Three  Rivers,  in 
what  is  now  the  Second  Ward,  and  near  where  his 
widow  now  lives,  and  where  he  himself  died.  In 
this  place  they  lived  for  about  two  and  a  half  years, 
during  which  time  and  afterward  he  was  Constable 
and  Collector.  Giving  up  their  village  residence, 
Mr.  and  Mis.  Baum  in  1842  went  to  live  on  their 
own  farm  in  Lockport  Township,  and  there  they 
remained  until  March.  1885,  when  Mr.  Baum  retired 
from  active  life,  and  bought  and  rebuilt  the  hand- 
some and  commodious  resilience  in  which  be  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Mr.  Baum  was  a  prominent  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Lockport  Township,  and  was  often  called 
upon  to  bold  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
In  addition  to  the  offices  already  mentioned  he  was 
at  different  times  Supervisor  of  the  township,  hold- 
ing that  office  eleven  years  in  all.  Once  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  never  qualified. 
He  had  also  held  other  minor  positions.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  that 
body  was  held  in  high  esteem,  and  was  a  Trustee  of 
the  church  in  Three  Rivers  at  the  time  of  its  erec- 
tion. He  was  an  upright,  conscientious  man, 
straightforward  in  all  bis  words  and  acts,  and  was 
universally  esteemed  and  respected  in  thecommunity 
of  which  for  so  many  years  he  had  been  a  member. 
His  death  deprived  his  widow  and  children  of  a  de- 
voted husband  and  faithful  parent. 

On  March  10,  1839,  Mr.  Baum  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Jane  Spencer,  who 
was  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  X.  Y.  and  born 
Jan.  26,  1823,  her  parents  being  Asa  and  Betsy 
Spencer,  who  were  natives  respectively  of  Connect- 
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Dr.  Clark  1ms  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  Sula  D.avis,  of  Aylmer,  Canada, 
by  whom  he  had  one  daughter.  Mrs.  Clark  died 
Sept.  -J7.  1878.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject, 
to  whom  lie  was  married  in  Centreville,  tliis  county, 
Oct.  13,  1880,  was  formerly  Miss  Ella,  daughter  of 
John  Wolf,  Esq..  of  that  place.  They  occupy  a 
pleasant  home  in  the  central  part  of  the  city,  anil 
are  held  in  high  esteem  in  its  social  circles. 


>Ofr 


yfeARREN  D.  PETTIT.  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Lockport  Township, and  in  good  eircum- 
ty^l  stances,  settled  on  the  land  which  he  now 
occupies  nearly  thirty  years  ago.  in  the  fall  of  1859, 
owning  it  since  1855.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  ag- 
riculturist, excepting  about  thirty  years  when  he 
carried  on  a  carriage  works,  and  his  career  lias  been 
that  of  a  public-spirited  and  praiseworthy  citizen, 
who  has  accomplished  much  in  a  quiet  way,  having 
a  good  influence  upon  the  community  around  him, 
and  contributing  his  quota  as  he  has  had  opportu- 
nity to  its  general  advancement.  The  son  of  William 
Pettit,  he  was  born  in  Benton  Township,  Yates  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  14,  1812,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  his  father's  farm.  His  education  was  con- 
ducted in  the  common  school,  and  he  remained  a 
member  of  the  parental  household  until  after  the 
■decease  of  his  father,  which  occurred  in  his  fifty- 
sixth  year. 

William  Pettit  was  born  in  Canaan  Township, 
State  of  Connecticut,  in  1770,  and  in  early  manhood 
removed  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  locating  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  Benton  Township,  where  he  built  up  a 
good  homestead  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  In  the  Empire  State  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Delilah  Bate  man,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  the  daughter  of  Ezra  Cole,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  live  children.  Of  these  Warren  D., 
our  subject,  was  the  eldest  born  by  his  mother's 
second  marriage,  and  he  is  the  only  survivor  of  his 
family  with  the  exception  of  a  half-sister,  Mrs.  Amy- 
Draper,  who  is  a  resident  of  Benton  Center,  N.  Y., 
and  who  is  now  eighty-two  years  of  age. 

Young  Pettit  after  the  death  of  his  father,   leav- 


ing the  farm,  repaired  to  the  town  of  Wheeler, 
Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y..  and  began  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  trade  of  wagon  maker,  under  the  instruction  of 
John  Burnside.  He  was  then  a  lad  of  fourteen 
years,  and  remained  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Burnside 
for  three  and  one-half  years,  returning  to  Benton 
Center  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  pur- 
sued his  trade  for  nearly  four  years  thereafter,  with 
such  good  results  that  he  was  enabled  to  purchase 
the  well-regulated  wagon  manufactory  of  Horace 
Holmes,  and  carried  on  the  business  until  about 
1837.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  deciding  on  casting 
his  lot.  with  the  pioneers  of  Indiana,  he  repaired  to 
Mishawaka,  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  carried 
on  a  wagon  factory  until  the  spring  of  1842.  He 
then  came  to  Michigan,  settling  at  Three  Rivers, 
which  at  that  time  was  but  a  small  hamlet.  Me  was 
the  pioneer  wagon  manufacturer  of  the  place,  and 
conducted  a  prosperous  business  until  the  fall  of 
1859.  Then,  desirous  of  changing  his  occupation. 
hi'  secured  land  in  Lockport  Township  on  section 
■_",».  and  from  that  time  on  until  the  present  has 
given  his  attention  exclusively  to  farm  pursuits. 

Mr.  Pettit  was  married  at  Liberty  Corners,  in 
Steuben  County.  N.  Y.,  April  9, 1835,  to  Miss  Caro- 
line M.,  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  Coon,  who 
were  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  The  mother  died 
at  the  home  of  her  son  Charles  J.,  at  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  in  August,  1886.  James  Coon  departed 
this  life  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Pet- 
tit. in  Three  Rivers,  in  the  fall  of  1853,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years.  Mrs.  Pettit  was  born  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1817.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living.  The  eldest  of  these,  a 
son.  Charles  P..  is  conducting  a  drug-store  at  Elmira, 
X.  Y.;  George  W.  is  an  expert  machinist,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Elkhart,  Ind.;  Mary  Ettie  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hughes,  and  they  are  living  in 
Spokane  Falls,  W.  T. ;  both  the  Doctor  and  his 
wife  ari'  graduates  of  Hahnemann  College,  Chicago. 
Henry  P.  obtained  an  excellent  education,  and  is  a 
young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability;  he, 
however,  has  chosen  farming  for  his  occupation, 
and  married  Miss  Eva  M.  Fulkerson,  who  is  now 
dead,  leaving  one  child,  Ettie  M.,  who  makes  her 
home  with  her  grandparents  Pettit.     He   is   living 


*t 


^r 


u 


t 


-i    .imsi.i-ii  (  i 'i  \  n 


in  Lockpoi  i   I  ow  ii-in|i      \l 

■  II    in   Llio 
II:      S  nt;  alio  in  ii  Imt 

pai  ents. 

M .    mil  Mi     r  holt]   in 

h  nil.  anil  mombei 

bj  in  inn  (  liiinli.      I  i  i-   pie  i 

and   "'-II  improved,   and    with    Its    uppui 

forma  01 '  Hie  moat  c plele  h> >■  n •  kport 

TownsUip.     •  'in  aubjecl  baa  been  pron 

-.  and  beld  the  otH 

li'   i  -  and  bis  l id 

i.'ii Iter  during  ot  181 2  evinced  li 

i -in  by  -In. mi,  i, M  ii-  In-  in  ii  -i.  isisling  in  .h  i\  - 

ing  tin  »ive  Briton  fi om  A  soil. 


Willi  \\l  ll.  s\n  i  n     Sexl  to  Hi. 
dissolution  la  tbe  dread  of  b 
The  surest    manner  in   which   we  can   pre- 
\  enl  i  in-  calami)  j  I  adherence  to  dut) .  by 

livesi  and  kindness,  and  rloi  unto 

i. hi  the  opportuni 

i.|.  although 
of  "\ er  eighh 

membered  bj  lii-  familj  and  friends,  who  take  il,i- 

•■I  ..t    perpetuating   his  name  and  lii-  kindly 

'I I-      II.  .  nil.   to  St.  J ph  Count}  during  Hi>- 

I'm. in  his  n.'iii'      ■>  I  van  in  in  com|>auy 

«  ii  li  i  he  I  I  -ll II LT 

miii  I  \v  .-ii  t  \    i  h 

in  Allegan   (  ..iiiiu.  and   was  employed   in  m 

-:i»  mill  about  -i\    months,  thei i 

don,  this  count}  .  « -•  ■  i •  ■  i .  w  hich   he 

pri isecuted  tin  I Ic  Hnall i  '....U  up  his 

dence  In  Lock|iorl   Cownship,  and  was  employed  by 
\\  tshington  <  raskin  on  lii-  I 
he    i  ed  in   tin  flour   l>\ 

|..n  H  i  In  SI    Joseph  R 

'  Nlllilll    i 

I  in 
Lockporl  l'"«  nship  in  181 
from  the  I  i  i  G.     1 1 

this  al  tli 


■ 

ill     12,    !  - 
V  .1   .  in    .  - 
I   ..n:, 

..  lii.     \\  . 

John  Smith,  the  I 

- 

(  ..mil      r  .     lie  onh 

illL'    i 

llr  ii. 

N 

■ 
with     Iiii 

tin.-   . 

inn  1 1.  Smith  n  ■-  man  ic  I  in  i 
count        March   19  \ 

. 

\|  i     ,■, 

■.•   .  \    "\ 

i  nship,   i 

I   ii    ■ 

numb 


4 


546 


ST.  .JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


4 


Topeka,  Kan.  Elbridge  II.  was  born  in  Lockport 
Township,  July  1  1.  1867,  and  was  a  lad  who  took 
kindly  to  his  books,  passing  through  the  graded 
school,  and  taking  a  commercial  course  in  the  sem- 
inary at  Three  Rivers,  lie  was  occupied  as  a  clerk 
one  year  in  Topeka.  and  lias  made  three  trips  over 
the  Western  country,  sojourning  in  Leadville,  Col., 
at  one  time  six  months.  He  is  now  operating  the 
old  homestead  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Three 
Rivers. 

Mr.  Smith  identified  himself  with  the  Methodisl 
Episcopal  Church  in  1850,  and  was  prominent 
among  its  councils,  officiating  as  Steward  and  Trus- 
tee, and  contributing  liberally  to  its  support.  Mrs. 
Smith  united  with  this  church  at  the  same  time  as 
her  husband,  and  her  daughter  Sarah  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


UCAS  THEUREE  is  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Fabius  Township,  where,  on 
section  16,  he  owns  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  this  part  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  a  German 
by  birth,  haying  been  born  in  Wittenberg,  Ger- 
many, Oct.  it.  L825.  His  parents  wen-  George  and 
Anna  M.  (Seyboldt)  Theurer.  Moth  lived  and 
died  in  Wittenberg. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  younger  members  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  and  has  one  sister  and  two 
brothers  living  in  Germany.  He  received  a  sub- 
stantial education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  a  careful  training  as  a  farmer  from 
his  father.  He  grew  to  be  a  vigorous,  enterprising. 
ambitious  young  man.  and.  desirous  of  seeing 
something  more  of  the  world  than  was  embraced 
in  his  native  place,  and  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
America,  the  Mecca  of  so  many  of  his  countrymen, 
in  1848.  when  he  was  about  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  he  came  to  this  country.  For  awhile  he  lived 
in  New  York  with  a  brother,  and  farmed  for  a  liv- 
ing. He  returned  to  Germany  to  visit  his  old 
home  in  1851,  and  after  staying  awhile  among  his 
old  friends,  he  came  hack  to  the  (  nited  state-,  and 
was  married.  April  12,  1852,  to  Miss  Barbara  Stein- 
hilber,  who  has  been  to  him  a  devoted  wife,  and  has 
done  her  share  in  accumulating  the  property  which 


will  enable  them  to  \  ass  their  remaining  years  in 
ease  and  comfort.  To  this  worthy  couple  have 
I  ecu  horn  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Augustus,  Louisa  (now  Mrs.  Warren 
Smith  ).  Adolphus,  Mary,  Emma, George,  Cornelia. 
Rosa,  Nettie  and  Tolly. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Theurer  settled  in  New 
York,  and  worked  hard  to  obtain  a  comfortable 
home  for  himself  and  his  wife,  but  in  this  he  was 
unfortunate,  and  finally  lost  all  his  hard  earnings. 
He  was  in  the  employ  of  Gov.  Throop,  of  New 
York,  who,  finding  Mm  faithful  and  trustworthy. 
placed  his  large  farm  in  this  State  under  his  care, 
and  he  removed  here  in  1855.  He  managed  the 
Governor's  farm  with  great  success,  and  to  his  em- 
ployer's entire  satisfaction.  He  continued  tosuper- 
intend  that  property  until  1858,  when  the(  iovernor 
sold  it.  .Mr.  Theurer  then  moved  to  Three  Rivers, 
where  he  established  himself  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness,  hut  this  venture  did  not  prove  to  he  a  very 
prosperous  one.  and  he  failed.  He  continued 
in  the  same  business,  however,  in  Three  Rivers, 
working  in  the  employ  of  others  for  six  years. 
That  did  not  suit  his  independent  spirit,  and  he 
subsequently  turned  his  attention  to  the  calling 
to  which  he  hail  been  reared,  and  bought  a  farm  of 
ninety-lour  acres,  on  which  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. After  that  Mr.  Theurer  became  his  brother 
Philip's  heir:  he  having  been  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
War.  was  -hot  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  and  dying 
from  the  effects  "f  his  wound,  had  willed  all  of  his 
property  to  his  brother  Lucas,  our  subject.  This 
was  a  great  help  to  the  latter,  and  enabled  him 
to  lm\  hi-  present  farm.  By  unremitting  and  well- 
directed  toil,  he  has  improved  this  to  a  first-class 

place,  with  as  g 1   buildings  as  are  to   be   found 

within  the  limits  of  St.  Joseph  County,  with  a  tine 
orchard  of  live  acres,  and  his  land  all  under  excel- 
lent tillage,  all  showing  him  to  be  a  practical, 
wide-awake  man.  employing  the  best  methods  of 
conducting  agriculture. 

Although  Mr.  Theurer  is  of  foreign  birth,  this 
Government  has  no  more  loyal  citizen  than  he  has 
proved  himself  to  be  during  the  course  of  the  forty 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  he  first  came  to  make 
his  home  in  this  country.  His  honest  and  upright 
character  has  won  for  him  the  unalloyed  esteem  of 
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Sl.i.OOO.  This  resulted  in  placing  him  in  a  position 
of  comparative  poverty  during  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  linthe  possessed  hosts  of  friends,  who,  had  it  been 
necessary,  would  never  have  allowed  him  to  want. 
He  was  a  good  neighbor  and  upright  citizen,  and 
for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church. 


<ffl  JjfelLLIAM  II.  GARDNER,  editor  and  pro- 
\jaJt  prietor  of  the  St.  Joseph  County  Repub- 
™\J'  Hcan,  and  located  at  Centreville,  although 
having  been  only  a  brief  time  resident  of  this  place, 
lias  already  established  himself  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  its  citizens.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
good  ability  and  of  excellent  family,  a  native  of 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y..  and  bom    March   15,   1830, 

Hiram  Gardner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bristol  County,  Ii.  I.,  whence  he  removed 
to  Steuben  Comity.  N.  V..  when  it  was  a  wilder- 
ness, lie  constructed  a  comfortable  homestead  after 
years  of  industrious  labor,  and  there  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life.  The  wife  of  his  youth  was  Miss 
Sarah  Patchen,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
children;  both  are  living,  the  brother  residing  at. 
( 'ooper's   Plains.  X.  V. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  up  amid  the 
scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  the  Empire  State,  receiv- 
ing such  education  as  the   imperfect    scl I  system 

of  that  day  afforded.  His  education  was  carried  on 
mostly  during  the  winter  season,  while  the  balance 
of  the  year  he  made  himself  useful  around  the  home- 
stead, manufacturing  rails  and  shingles,  driving 
oxen,  ami  utilizing  himself  in  whatever  manner  re- 
quired. When  out  of  school  he  by  no  means  neg- 
leeted  his  books,  making  a  practice  of  reading  as 
time  and  opportunity  presented.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  commenced  teaching,  and  offici- 
ated thereafter  as  a  pedagogue  for  a.  period  of  more 
than  twenty  years.  Leaving  his  native  State  in  the 
spring  of    1856,  he  migrated   to   Lee  County,    111.. 

where  he  employed  himself  in  farming  and  teach- 
ing, and  beeame  a  prominent  citizen  in  connection 
with  educational  affairs,  lb'  was  twice  elected 
Superintendent  of  Schools.  During  the  war  lie  got 
out  limber  for  the  United  States  Government,  and 

upon  one    occasion    seven  days    from    the    time    the 


trees  stood  in  the  forest  a  bridge  was  made  of  them, 
spanning  a  river  in  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Gardner  has  been  engaged  in  the  newspaper 
work  since  1866,  being  formerly  part  owner  of  the 
Grand  Rapids  Democrat.  He  withdrew  from  this 
to  enter  the  office  of  II.  N.  F.  Lewis,  publisher  of 
the  Western  Rural,  at  Chicago,  and  took  the  first 
order  for  advertising  for  that  paper,  nailing  up  the 
first  office  sign  of  that  paper  in  Chicago.  lie  con- 
ducted the  affairs  of  this  office  one  year,  when  the 
main  office  was  removed  from  Detroit  to  Chicago, 
and  Mr.  Gardner  became  traveling  correspondent 
and  editor.  Later  he  was  connected  with  the  Hu- 
i,ui,iv  Journal  for  a  period  of  eleven  years.  He 
purchased  his  present  paper,  the  Republican,  in  May, 
1888,  of  which  he  took  charge  in  July  following. 
It  is  a  spicy  six-column  octavo,  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  county  and  Republican  party. 

The  marriage  of  William  H.Gardner  and  Miss 
Margaret  Holmes  was  celebrated  in  Homer.  N.  Y., 
Dec.  .",1.  1855.  This  lady  was  the  daughter  of 
Amasa  Holmes,  of  Homer,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  were  born  two  children,  one  of 
whom.  Frances,  became  the  wife  of  William  Chad- 
band.  Superintendent  of  Rose  Hill  Cemetery;  they 
reside  in  the  beautiful  suburb  of  Rogers  Park,  near 
Chicago.  Mrs.  Margaret  (Holmes)  Gardner  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  in  Rogers  Park.  March 
2.  1888.  She  was  a  lady  highly  esteemed  by  her 
acquaintances,  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  an  active  Christian  worker. 


* £*#■ * 


EWTON  II.  BARNARD,  lawyer.  Three 
Rivers,  Mich.,  was  born  at  Lyndonville, 
N.  Y..  Jan.  28,  1855.  He  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Rev.  <>.  Holmes  Barnard,  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter (now  a  resident  of  Ottawa.  111.),  and  Elizabeth 
(Johnson)  Laniard.  His  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Saratoga  County.  N.  Y. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  Mr.  Barnard  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Paw  Paw.  Mich.,  and  thereat- 
tended  the  public  school  until  1*72,  when  he  went 
to  Monroe.  Wis.,  and  while  there  was  graduated 
from  the  Union  School,  and  commenced  the  study 
of  law  with  Hon.  Edmund    Bartlett,  in    September. 
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enty-three  years.  The  mother  is  still  living  on  the 
old  homestead  on  section  7.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  two  children,  Orin  F..  and  Elmer  G.,  who 
now  attends  the  business  college  in  Three  Rivers, 
Mich. 


WILLIAM  L.  WOETHINGTON.  The  mer- 
cantile circles  of  St.  Joseph  County  rec- 
ognize in  the  subject  of  this  sketch  one  of 
their  most  able  and  efficient  representatives.  He 
lias  been  located  in  Centreville  since  1863,  carries  a 
well-selected  stock  of  general  merchandise,  having 
his  headquarters  on  Main  street,  and  enjoys  a  gener- 
ous patronage  from  the  best  people,  both  in  town  and 
in  the  rural  districts. 

Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  early  tramping 
ground  of  our  subject,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  Nov.  24,  1823.  lie  is  the  scion 
of  an  excellent  family,  his  parents  having  been 
Theodore  and  Eliza  (Ervin)  Worthington,  the 
father  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  mother  of 
New  York  State.  Grandfather  Ervin  followed  the 
sea,  within  whose  depths  he  met  his  death  when  a 
young  man. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject 
settled  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father 
followed  his  trade  of  carpenter,  and  where  they  re- 
sided until  1836.  They  then  changed  their  resi- 
dence to  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  where  they  sojourned 
two  years,  and  upon  their  next  removal  sought  the 
young  State  of  Michigan,  locating  in  Flowerfield 
Township,  this  county.  The  father  was  stricken 
down  in  the  prime  of  life,  his  death  occurring  in 
1855.  The  mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to 
the  silent  land  in  1850.  Their  family  comprised 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Our  subject  was  a  twin  of  his  brother  Warren, 
and  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  his  native 
county.  He  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  when  the 
family  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  he  accom- 
panied them  later  to  Michigan,  completing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Flowerfield  Township. 
Upon  approaching  manhood  he  began  learning  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  at  which  be  worked  until 
1854,    when    he  changed   his   occupation  to  that  of 


miller,  and  also  carried  on  merchandising  in  Flower- 
field. He  had  prior  to  this  been  elected,  in  the  fall 
of  1802,  Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  was  re- 
elected for  a  second  term  in  1864.  So  faithfully 
did  he  perform  his  duties  in  connection  with  this 
office  that  he  was  next  chosen  as  the  Treasurer  of 
St.  Joseph  County,  which  position  he  held  four 
years.  Next  we  find  him  conducting  a  hardware 
store  in  Centreville,  in  which  business  he  engaged 
in  the  fall  of  1870,  continuing  until  1882,  and 
then  selling  out. 

Mr.  Worthington,  in  the  fall  of  1884,  invested  a 
portion  of  his  capital  in  the  drug  and  grocery  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  [since  successfully  carried  on. 
He  has  a  neat  and  substantial  residence,  located  in 
the  western  part  of  the  city,  which,  with  its  sur- 
roundings, forms  a  very  attractive  home,  frequented 
by  hosts  of  friends  of  the  proprietor  and  his  worthy 
wife.  Our  subject  was  married  in  1845,  at  Flower- 
field, to  Miss  Catherine  Hale,  whose  parents  were 
natives  of  New  York  State,  and  who  was  born  in 
1823,  in  that  State.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters, 
nine  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  eldest,  Caroline, 
is  the  wife  of  John  J.  Hasbrouck,  of  Centreville. 
The  others  were  named  respectively:  Henry  W., 
Flotilla;  Charles  R.,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Elva 
I...  who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age;  George, 
William,  Sarah  J.  and  Catherine.  Most  of  them 
are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Worthington  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  J.  G.  Birney,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Republican  principles.  He  has  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Town  Council,  also  represented  Nottawa 
Township  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. 

"jfOHN  STEWART  MAJORS.     The  man  who 

traces  his  ancestry  to  Scotland  has  some- 
thing of  which  to  be  proud,  as  in  the  case 
i^gy'  of  tin-  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  John  Majors,  was  born  in  the 
"  land  of  the  thistle,"  and  came  to  this  country  in 
early  manhood,  settling  in  Amsterdam,  York  State, 
where  he  spent  his    last   years.      His    son    William. 
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household  circle  three  more  children,  a  daughter  and 
two  sons. 

Nathan  B.  Cary  was  the  second  child  of  his 
father's  second  marriage,  and  was  bom  in  what  was 
then  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  but  is  now  Fulton 
County,  Aug.  15,  1827.  The  homestead  lay  in 
Maylield  Township,  and  there  our  subject  was  reared 
until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  In  L845  the  fam- 
ily changed  their  residence  to  the  vicinity  of  Attica. 
Wyoming  County,  where  Nathan  13.  completed 
his  education  and  developed  into  manhood.  When 
not  in  school  he  assisted  his  parents  around  the 
homestead.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  after  a  brief  sojourn  in  Mendon  Township 
took  up  his  abode  in  this  township,  as  heretofore 
Stated.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he  had  made  a 
brief  visit  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  spending  the  winter  in 
Lorain  County.  In  returning  to  the  farther  West 
he  made  the  journey  via  Chicago  and  St.  Louis,  for 
the  purpose  of  looking  more  thoroughly  over  the 
country,  as  he  had  not  fully  derided  where  he  would 
locate.  He  finally  decided  there  was  no  more  de- 
sirable place  then  this  county,  and  he  has  had  no 
reason  to  change  his  opinion  during  the  more  than 
thirty  years  of  his  residence  here. 

Young  Cary  proceeded  with  the  development  of 
the  new  farm,  having  in  view  the  establishment  of 
a  home  of  his  own  when  the  proper  time  should 
arrive.  On  the  10th  of  January,  1861, he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Esther 
Francisco,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's 
home  in  Three  Rivers.  .Airs.  Cary  was  born  in  On- 
tario County.  N.  Y.,  Sept,  27,  1.S40.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  spent  their 
last  years  in  this  county.  The  mother  died  in  Lock- 
port  Township  when  a  young  woman  only  thirtv- 
two  years  old.  The  father  lived  to  be  sixty-nine 
years  of  age,  and  died  athishome  in  Three  Rivers. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  had  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  living: 
Charles  O.  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at 
Three  Rivers;  Mary  E„  Mrs.  Cary,  was  the  second 
child;  William  M.  is  operating  a  prosperous  business 
at  Three  Rivers;  Margaret  A.  is  the  wife  of  P.  M. 
Hicks,  an  active  business  man  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; 
William  P.  is  the  traveling  agent  for  a  carriage 
manufactory,  and  makes  his  home  in  Three  Rivers- 


Frank  is  traveling  salesman  for  a  Chicago  dry -goods 
firm,  and  makes  his  home  in  Jackson,  this  State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cary  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Cora  Westella 
died  when  four  weeks  old;  Edward  F.  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  and  one-half  months;  Maggie  M.  passed 
away  when  an  interesting  child  of  fourteen  years. 
Of  the  survivors.  Albeit  H..  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  born  Jan.  24,  1803;  Charles  M.,  Jan.  29, 
1869.  and  Irwin  B.,  July  :3,  1878;  these  are  all  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Albert  II.  was  married 
in  Detroit,  Nov.  25,  1885,  to  Miss  Fannie  P.  Curtis, 
who  was  born  in  Louisville.  Ky.,  Sept.  14,  1861; 
her  parents,  George  G.  and  Debby  Annie  (Wescott) 
Curtis,  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York, 
and  are  now  in  Stafford  Count}',  Va.  Their  family 
consisted  of  seven  children,  of  whom)  Fanny  P.  was 
the  third.  Four  of  these  are  living,  and  three  make 
their  homes  in  Virginia.  Our  subject  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Centreville. 
Mr.  C.  is  a  member  of  the  grange.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Prohibitionist,  Isaac  Cary,  father  of  our  subject, 
died  Sept,  19,1856,  aged  seventy-four;  his  wife, 
Mary,  died  June  21.  1858,  aged  seventy-one  years. 

V        yil.LIAM    F.  ARNOLD.      As  a   pioneer  of 

\cjfl     l*;i2    Air.    Arnold    deserves    more    than    a 

\y\v      passing  mention   in  noting  the  main   facts 

connected    with    the  first    settlement    of    St.  Joseph 

County.  He  came  to  this  region  when  a  young  man 

of  twenty  years,  anil  has  since  been  closely  identified 
with  its  various  interests,  giving  his  attention 
mostly  to  agriculture.  When  making  arrange- 
ments for  a  home  of  his  own.  he  took  up  a  tractof 
Government  land,  and  operated  thereon  until  1876, 
when  advancing  years  admonished  him  it  would  be 
wise  to  lay  aside  the  cares  anil  responsibilities  at- 
tendant thereon,  lie  then  retired  to  a  pleasant 
home  in  Three  Rivers,  of  which  he  has  since  been 
a  resident. 

The  Empire  state,  which  has  furnished  so  many 

of  the  solid  men  of  the  West,  claims  Mr.  Arnold  as 
one  of  her  sons,  he  having  been  born  in  Otsego 
County,  Aug.  6.  1812.  His  bather.  Caleb  Arnold, 
was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  that  state. 
and  the  son  of  Abimelech  Arnold,  an  old  Revolu- 
tionary hero,  who  carried  a  musket  during  the  Colo- 
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ents  around  the  homestead.  By  the  death  of  the 
father  the  family  were  thrown  mostly  on  their  own 
resources,  and  Lester  B.  when  a  lad  twelve  years  of 
age  started  out  for  himself,  working  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do.  When  a  youth  of  seventeen  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  molder's  trade  in 
Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio,  which  he  followed  there  until 
reaching  his  majority.  Thence  he  migrated  to  Mt. 
Vernon  in  the  same  State,  where  he  sojourned  four 
months,  and  from  there  went  to  Galion,  where  he 
lived  five  years.  He  was  now  recognized  as  a  mas- 
ter in  his  calling,  and  in  the  latter  place  was  given 
charge  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  shop,  where 
he  was  employed  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Place  in  1.S02  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
the  13Gth  Ohio  Infantry,  and 'was  employed  mostly 
in  garrison  duty.  In  1870  we  find  him  at  Lockport, 
N.  Y..  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Holly 
Water-Works  Company,  with  which  he  continued 
two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1IS72  he  decided  to 
push  further  westward,  and  coming  to  Michigan 
was  given  charge  of  the  foundry  department  in  the 
machine-shop  of  the  Jackson  Foundry  and  Machine 
Company,  which  position  he  held  live  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  changed  his  residence 
to  Allegan,  and  was  there  employed  by  a  -toe], 
company  until  the  suspension  of  the  works. 

Our  subject  next  was  employed  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan for  a  period  of  six  months,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  lie  returned  to  Allegan.  He 
embarked  in  business  for  himself  in  company  with 
II.  L.  Peck,  and  they  operated  under  the  style 
of  Place  &  Peek  two  years,  when  the  works  were 
destroyed  by  tire.  Upon  resuming  Mr.  Place  be- 
came associated  with  M.  Willis,  and  they  also 
operated  together  two  years,  but.  not  with  the  suc- 
cess they  had  hoped  for,  and  finally  abandoned  the 
project. 

The  year  1883  found  Mr.  Place  first  in  Three 
Rivers  a-  the  Superintendent  of  the  foundry  de- 
partment of  the  Sheffield  Velocipede  Car  Works, 
which  position  he  is  tilling  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  llr  occupies  a 
snug  home  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town,  and  his 
family  consists  of  his  estimable  wife  and  their  only 
son.  Frederick  A.,  who  was  born  Aug.  'J,  1862. 
They  have  been  greatly  afflicted  by  the  loss  of  four 

+•  


children,  who  died  young.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Emily  J.  Carpenter,  and 
they  were  married  in  1861  in  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Carpenter  is  a  native  of  Mt.  Gilead,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  Carpenter. 

As  may  be  supposed,  Mr.  Place  has  very  little 
time  to  give  to  public  affairs,  but  he  is  an  intelli- 
gent man,  keeps  himself  posted  upon  matters  of 
State  and  National  interest,  and  gives  his  support  to 
the  Republican  party.  Sociallyr,  he  is  a  K.  of  P., 
and  also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 

■jf/  A.  ASPINWALL.  The  inventive  genius 
I  ((§)  of  man  has  perhaps  been  a  source  of  the 
■'!_■— *v,  most  value  to  the  world  at  large  of  any  one 
thing  that  can  be  mentioned,  facilitating  labor,  not 
taking  from  the  hand  of  the  laboring  man  as  many 
maintain,  but  on  the  other  hand  providing  him 
with  additional  employment,  although  perhaps  in  a 
different  channel.  It  is  conceded  by  all  that  the 
inventor,  like  the  "prophet  in  his  own  country.'' 
has  never  received  the  credit,  especially  during  his 
lifetime,  which  is  his  just  due.  As  the  world  goes 
on,  however,  they  are  coming  to  the  front,  and  be- 
ginning to  occupy  their  rightful  position  among 
men.  a  position  which  is  fast  bringing  to  them  their 
financial  reward  as  well  as  the  honors  to  which  they 
are  justly  entitled. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  President  of  the  As- 
pinwall  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Three  Rivers,  is 
a  man  who  has  given  the  results  of  his  invention  to 
the  farming  community  in  the  shape  of  a  potato 
planter  and  a  potato  digger,  which  are  destined  to 
become  very  popular  all  over  the  West  in  the  near 
future.  The  factory  for  their  construction  was 
established  in  INS.").  at  Three  Rivers,  and  in  con- 
nection with  this  the  company  also  puts  out  a  corn 
planter,  the  invention  also  of  Mr.  Aspinwall.  It  is 
probable  that  his  forefathers  nourished  in  New 
England  generations  back,  but  his  parents.  L.  E. 
and  Margaret  I!.  (Enders)  Aspinwall,  were  natives 
of  New  Yolk  State.  There  also  L.  A.  was  born, 
Oct.  14,  1842,  at  Hastings,  in  Westchester  County, 
near  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Hudson  River. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  bell  foundryman, 
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Stadden,  was  born,  reared,  an<l  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Pennsylvania.  Grandfather  Cornelius  Waldron 
spent  his  last  years  in  Pennsylvania.  The  former 
carried  a  musket  in  the  War  of  IS  12.  and  after  lay- 
ing down  his  weapons  of  warfare  took  up  the  im- 
plements of  agriculture,  following  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  farm  life  until  he  was  gathered  to  his 
fathers,  .lames  Stadden.  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Aug.  25.  1818,  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  and  the  parents  were  married  in  that 
State  in  1841.  The  mother  died  in  this  county 
when  her  son  Austin  was  a  little  lad  ten  years  of 
age.  Her  birth  occurred  in  1817,  a  year  before 
that  of  her  husband.  They  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan in  1844,  settling  first  at  Prairie  Ronde,  in  Kal- 
amazoo County,  where  they  lived  until  1847,  then 
coming  to  this  county,  located  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, three  miles  northeast  of  Centreville,  where 
the  father  continued  to  reside,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years,  until  1HS0.  lie  then  retired  from 
active  labor  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Centreville, 
where  he  now  lives.  Their  daughter,  Hannah  .1.. 
is  the  wife  of  Jefferson  Hull,  of  Nebraska;  and 
George  W.,  the  only  brother  of  our  subject,  is 
bookkeeping  in  Omaha,  Neb. 

Austin  W.  Stadden  spent  his  boyhood  days  after 
the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sous,  assisting  in  the 
development  of  a  new  farm  and  acquiring  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school.  lie  remained  a  mem- 
ber of  his  father's  household  until  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  and.  in  1869  was  married  to  Miss  Margery 
McKercher,  of  Nottawa  Township.  Mrs.  Stadden 
was  born  June  11.  1845,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  ('.  McKercher,  now  a  resident  of  Nottawa 
Township.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, daughters,  Kate  and  Anna,  who  are  now  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stadden  after  their  marriage  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Florence  4'ownship.  where  they 
lived  five  years,  then,  coming  to  Centreville,  our 
subject  for  a  shorl  time  conducted  a  meat-market. 
This  nol  proving  entirety  congenial    to   his   tastes. 

lie.  in  IM77,  started  a  hack  and  omnibus  line,  run- 
ning from  Centreville  to  Nottawa.  and  in  connection 
with  it  operated  a  general  livery  business  five 
veais.  This  latter  still  goes  on  under  his  super- 
vision.     In    November,    1886,   he   purchased    what 


was  then  called  the  Metzgar  House,  of  which  he 
took  possession  on  the  8th  of  February  following. 
It  is  a  comfortable  and  substantially  built  structure, 
comprising  thirty  rooms,  neatly  fitted  up  with 
everything  comfortable  for  the  traveling  public. 
Mr.  Stadden  is  a  general  favorite,  both  in  business 
anil  social  circles,  and  uniformly  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  In  December,  1885.  he  was  made 
Treasurer  of  St.  Joseph  County  Village  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  was  re-elected  after  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  of  two  years,  and  still  holds  the 
position.  He  is  considered  a  man  worthy  to  fill 
any  position  of  trust,  and  is  numbered  among  those 
who  form  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  well-regulated 
community  of  Centreville. 
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^|]OHN  ANNIN  KLINE.  The  pioneer  ele- 
ment of  St.  Joseph  County  is  perhaps  one  of 
.    the  most   interesting  features  of  this  work, 

'J//  which  was  instigated  by  the  reflection  that 
the  old  settlers  are  passing  away,  and  it  is  impor- 
tant to  preserve  the  record  of  their  experiences  dur- 
ing the  first  settlement  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Kline  is 
enabled  to  relate  an  interesting  tale  of  his  early  ad- 
vent arcs  in  this  section  of  country,  to  which  he 
came  in  the  autumn  of  1838,  the  year  after  Michi- 
gan had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State. 
lie  followed  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  years 
of  his  active  life,  and  after  a  time  well  spent  and 
prolific  of  a  competency,  he  retired  from  active 
labor,  and  is  now  passing  the  later  years  of  li is  life 
at  a  comfortable  home  in  Three  Rivers. 

It  will  be  well,  pei  haps,  to  commence  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  life  of  our  subject  by  stating  that  he 
was  horn  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y..  near  Townsend- 
ville,  Nov.  13,  1822.  His  father,  Jacob  IX  Kline, 
was  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  and  born 
in  April.  1795.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  David 
Kline.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (  Annin)  Kline, 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Annin,  Esq.,  a  prominent 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  New  Jersey,  who 
traced  his  ancestry  to  Scotland  and  Holland.  The 
Klines  were  of  German  descent. 

The  father  of  our  subject  after  his  marriage  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Seneca  County,  N.    Y.,    where   he 
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with  which  he  was  connected  for  a  period  of  thirty 
years.  His  final  illness  was  brief  but  very  painful, 
but  his  heart  was  filled  with  peace  and  the  hope  of 
everlasting  life.  A  large  concourse  of  relatives  and 
friends  paid  to  him  their  last  tribute  of  respect  as 
his  mortal  remains  were  hidden  from  their  sight. 

To  Benjamin  and  Louisa  renin  there  were  born 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely  :  Wiliiam  H., 
Charles  E.,  Lewis  B.jMary  B., now  Mrs.  Coy  Hein- 
bauch,  of  Park  Township,  and  Emma  L.,  Mrs. 
McElrath,  of  Moorepark.  The  family  is  being  per- 
petuated by  numerous  grandchildren  and  great- 
grandchildren, honored  and  useful  members  <>f  so- 
ciety,and  most  of  them  prominent  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  pursued  his  early  stud- 
ies in  the  schools  of  Three  River-  and  Kalamazoo, 
at  the  same  time  working  for  his  board  and  em- 
bracing every  opportunity  for  the  acquirement  of 
general  and  useful  information.  He  made  his  home 
at  the  farm  until  reaching  his  majority,  then  repair- 
ing to  Appleton,  Wis.,  commenced  learning  telegra- 
phy, lie  made  such  good  progress  that  six  months 
later  he  was  given  charge  of  the  station  at  Des- 
plaines.  111.,  on  the  line  of  the  Northwestern  Rail- 
road. He  continued  there  as  agent  and  operator 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  in  the  meantime  also  of- 
ficiating as  Postmaster  of  that  village.  When  leav- 
ing Desplaines  lie  located  in  Three  Rivers,  this 
county,  and,  changing  his  occupation  somewhat, 
engaged  in  the  grocery  and  bakery  business.  This 
not  being  entirely  congenial  to  Ins  tastes,  he  secured 
a  position  as  bill  clerk  with  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railroad  Company,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Grand  Rapids.  Six  months  later  we 
find  him  at  Eaton  Rapids,  in  charge  of  the  ticket 
and  telegraph  office  of  the  Michigan  Central  Rail- 
road, where  he  remained  a  period  of  eight  years. 
Thence  he  returned  to  this  county,  and  taking  pos- 
session of  his  residence  in  1882,  there  resided 
until   1888. 

Mr.  Pen-in.  on  the  10th  of  October,  1867,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  l.ockporl.  this  county,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  R.  Fisher,  who 
was  born  Sept.  1.  1845,  in  Lockport  Township, 
this  county.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  two  interesting  children :   Charles   L.,  born   June 


12.  1869,  and  Eva  M.,  .Tan.  13,  1878.  They  are 
living  at  home  with  their  parents.  The  farm  of 
our  subject  comprises  100  acres  of  good  land,  which 
is  highly  productive,  and  upon  which  stands  an  ex- 
cellent set  of  frame  buildings.  Mr.  Perrin  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  has  filled  the 
various  local  offices.  He  is  serving  at  present  his 
third  term  as  Supervisor,  and  with  his  excellent 
wife  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  To  this  as  to  all  other  wor- 
thy enterprises  he  has  given  a  cheerful  and  liberal 
support.  lie  is  manifestly  in  favor  of  everything 
to  improve  and  elevate  society,  and  as  near  as  he  is 
able  strives  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  hon- 
ored sire.  Mr.  Perrin  was  elected  Treasurer  of  St. 
Joseph  County  in  1888.  since  which  he  has  moved 
to  Centreville,  where  he  now  resides. 


W  EVERETT  A.  CLAPP,  President  of  the 
I  ((e)'  First  National  Rank  of  Centreville.  is  the 
I__\.  Mibjcct  of  a  busy  and  interesting  career,  and 
has  a  life  record  eminently  worthy  of  preservation. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  fine  abilities,  and  has  had  am- 
ple experience  in  the  business  world,  in  which  he 
has  gained  for  himself  a  high  position,  socially  and 
financially.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  of  which 
his  parents  were  early  pioneers,  and  was  horn  June 
2  1.  is;; 7. 

To  Ashel  and  Charlotte  (May)  Clapp,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  there  were  born  four  soil-  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  Leverett  A.  was  the 
second  son.  Both  Ashel  Clapp  and  his  estimable 
wife  were  natives  of  the  Baj  State,  the  father  born 
in  Northampton,  in  1804',  ami  the  mother  in  Pitts- 
field,  in  1814.  They  were  married  in  their  native 
Mate  in  duly,  1833,  and  leaving  New  England 
emigrated  to  Michigan  Territory,  settling  first  in 
Monroe  County,  in  October,  1834.  In  November, 
1835,  the\  removed  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Mottville 
Township,  this  county,  where  they  lived  until  the 
election  of  the  father  as  Register  of  Deeds,  in 
1854.  Then,  in  order  to  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  he  removed  to  Centreville,  and  con- 
tinued   in    office   for  ten  consecutive  years.     Prior 
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first  wife  Henry  Snyder  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage, and  there  were  added  to  the  household  circle 
four  more  children.  He  died  at  the  old  homestead 
in  1872.  Mrs.  Lydia  Snyder  is  still  living  there. 
Mr.  S.  was  a  stonemason  by  trade,  but  upon  com. 
ing  to  Michigan  Territory,  finding  comparatively 
little  demand  for  his  labors  in  this  line,  turned  his 
attention  mainly  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was 
one  of  those  men  most  needed  in  the  settlement  of 
a  new  country,  being  generous  and  hospitable, 
liberal-minded,  and  uniformly  interested  in  the  en- 
terprises calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
people.  By  those  who  still  live  to  recall  his  life 
and  character,  his  name  is  held  in  the  most  kindly 
remembrance. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  amid  the 
scenes  of  pioneer  life,  spending  his  boyhood  at  the 
farm,  and  acquiring  his  education  Under  the  im- 
perfect school  system  of  that  day.  Upon  reaching 
manhood,  desiring  a  change  of  scene  and  occupa- 
tion, he  repaired  to  Constantine,  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
of  three  years  at  the  tinner's  trade.  After  reach- 
ing his  majority  he  crossed  the  plains  to  Montana 
Territory,  where  he  first  engaged  in  mining  and 
freighting,  but  later  became  interested  in  livestock. 
He  remained  on  the  frontier  a  period  of  nineyears, 
then  returned  to  Three  Rivers,  and  since  that  time 
his  interests  have  centered  in  this  county. 

The  oth  of  February,  1874,  was  an  important 
date  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  he  having  on  the 
evening  of  thatday  been  married.  He  and  his  wife 
settled  soon  afterward  on  a  farm  in  Fabius  Town- 
ship, where  they  lived  until  removing  to  that  which 
they  now  occupy.  This  latter  comprises  sixty-two 
acres  of  prime  land,  which  has  been  brought  to  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  which  is  largely  de- 
voted to  stock-raising.  The  line  residence  now  oc- 
cupied by  them  was  put  up  in  1883,  and  is  one  of 
the  handsomest  brick  structures  in  Three  Rivers. 
It  is  two  stories  in  height,  handsomely  finished  and 
furnished,  and  the  object  of  admiration  to  all  who 
view  it. 

Asa  stock-raiser  Mr.  Snyder  has  made  for  him- 
self an  enviable  reputation  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
being  interested  in  blooded  horses,  and  is  the  owner 
of    the  celebrated    roadster    "Mexican    Chief,"    an 


animal  of  remarkably  fine  points.  Mr. S.,  however, 
deals  more  extensively  in  cattle  than  horses,  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  calves,  and  shipping  to  Chicago. 
Our  subject  in  politics  during  the  years  of  his 
early  manhood  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  since  the  war  he  has  been  mostty  a  Greenbacker. 
Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  identified  with 
the  Reformed  Church  at  Three  Rivers.  Mrs.  Sny- 
der was  born  in  this  county,  and  was  reared  to 
womanhood  at  her  father's  homestead  here.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  were  born  two  children, 
who  are  deceased. 


/J^  EORGE  A.  B.  COOKE.     The  subject  of  this 
[I I  __,  sketch  was  born  in  Belvidere,   Warren  Co., 

%jk  N-  J-<  Feb-  s-  lsl--  and  is  tlle  elfJest  son  of 
J(  seph  and  Sarah  A.  (Bowman)  Cooke,  the  latter  a 
sister  of  John  II.  Bowman,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Three  Rivers.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
moved  from  New  Jersey  to  Washington,  Pa.,  in 
1848,  where  the  father,  a  stanch  old-line  Whig,  was 
engaged  in  the  publication  of  the  Washington  Com- 
monwealth until  the  year  1853,  when  he  removed 
ti  i  Waynesburg,  Greene  Co..  Pa.,  and  began  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Waynesburg  Eagle,  continuing  the 
same  for  several  years.  In  the  fall  of  1802  he  en- 
listed in  the  18th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  for  three 
years;  was  captured  during  his  service  by  the  Con- 
federates, and  spent  six  months  in  Andersonville 
Prison.  In  180.")  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Postmaster  at  Waynesburg,  and  held  the  office  con- 
tinuously until  188-1,  where  he  still  resides. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  George  A.  B.  was  the  eldest.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  during  his  boyhood,  and  when 
a  lad  of  nine  years  began  learning  the  printer's 
trade  under  the  instruction  of  his  father.  He  con- 
tinued at  work  in  his  chosen  occupation  until  the 
Becond  year  of  the  war,  in  August,  1802,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  nine-months  service  as  a  private  of 
Company  II,  123d  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  serving 
out  his  time,  and  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  An- 
tietam,  Fredericksburg  and  Chaucellorsville.  He 
was  mustered  out  in  May,  1863,  as  Fourth  Sergeant, 
and  in  June  of    that  same  year  made  his  way  west- 


•►   P   «* 


i 


-«•- 


-I     JOSEPH  CO!  N  I  "i 


W    II     I    I..    I  III-    .    •  I 

I;  ! 

in  ii i  in  the  office  of   the    Tin.  •    R 

» lurii    was  then   conduct*  'I    bj    Clul  » ■  1 1 1 

whom  he  continui  x 

Mi   •  ■'"! \  entered  into  partnership  with  w 

ll   CI iite,  ind  tin  under  tin 

name  "i  W    II.  i  lute  ii  •  o.,  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
:u  \ .  1870,  «  hi  n    M     ' 

■  I  nili-  among  olil  fi lends  in  the   i 

and  (il  in-  "''i  in mi  id 

to  '1  !■'      I  iii  Jul)  ,187' 

Job    printing-office,   which   was  followed  the 
after,  In    lugusl     1878,    by   the   I'm  si  I   the 

Thn  •  vv ii"  h  wa  i  tin- 

interest  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  i 
the  field  bi 

the  riiree  l>'>\  ei  -  R  •  the  >  '< reenbark   | 

Bevei  I  con- 

tinued a  lively  expounder  of  these  i  and 

i-  n..»  om  ma  of  the  count)*. 

I  •  column  sheet,  neatly 

l  and  ahlj  ed  i  the  Job  depart nl  is 

well  equipped  »iiii  steam-power  press  I  the 

other  facilities  -  woi  k, 

plant  was  Ii  »•  ited  in  the  ] 

street,  unl  o^ al  in  Ma 

storj  brick  building 

as  the  McMurtrie  Block,  of  which  M  mow 

the  on  ner. 

M    -    Sarah   M.    Rico,   of  1 

P  ime    the  ■  Bub 

23,  1870,  the  wedding  taking  place  al   tbe  bi 

home      I'hi'ir  onlj 

I'loi.  "in  .1 

•      .    ,  •_ 


IIRISTJ  W  •!.   -<  II  \l  I  i:       l    ■    mauul 
urn. 

unimportant  part  in   il  >  1 1 ti 

and  ii-  prosperity.      Vgriculture,  wli  -wnlh 

i  in  the  settlement  innol 

uted    profitali 
furnished  l>\  t  * ■ » -  median l 
«  hom  nature  has  endo 
tin'  handl 


I   In-  m  ho 

department  of  the  11 

children,  and  < 

lie  th 

which  In 

u  d,  but  in 

requii  the  prh  him 

learn  the  1 1 

lion  or  in-  pn 

home    in     \iin  i  icn       \  lu- 

uf  Iii-  youth,  he  embai  I 

I 

ill*-.  III.,  a  few  m  sippi. 

and  was  empli 
>  ■  Mi  whom 

- 

Il<-    wil- 
fully   II  . 

Oui 

II     \ 

- 


".': 


■-*•■ 


t 


-*•- 


5G2 


4 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  George, 
Nettie  J.,  Earl  P.  and  Ora.  The  two  youngest 
boys  are  carrying  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  the 
property  of  their  father,  which  is  well  stocked  and 
thoroughly  improved.  From  this  the  family  en- 
joy a  handsome  income,  and  it  is  the  sourceof  many 
a  comfort  and  luxury  to  the  household.  Their 
town  residence  is  a  neat  one.  and  beneath  its  hos- 
pitable roof  they  frequently  welcome  the  many 
friends  whom  they  have  made  during  their  sojourn 
here. 


ft  ARDEN  SABIN,  M.  D.  Centreville  has 
seemed  a  poinl  of  attraction  for  numbers 
of  professional  men — men.  too.  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability.  The  medical  pro- 
fession is  amply  represented,  and  has  no  more 
worthy  or  popular  member  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  His  services  as  a  physician  and  surgeon 
have  been  most  generously  recognized  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  county,  among  whom  he  enjoys  an  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  business. 

The  native  place  of  Dr.  Sabin  was  the  village  of 
Orland,  Steuben  Co..  [nd.,  where  he  was  born  Jan. 
2.  1840.  The  eldest  of  a  family  of  five  children, 
he  is  the  son  of  Stephen  ( '.  and  Martha  M.  (  Stocker) 
Sabin,  who  were  both  natives  of  Vermont,  the  fa- 
ther born  June  7.  1812,  and  the  mother,  whose 
childhood  home  was  near  Jamaica.  .Ian.  'J.  1819. 
Stephen  ('.  Sabin  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  which 
he  followed  during  the  year-  of  his  early  manhood 
and  for  a  time  after  his  removal  to  the  West.  The 
parents  left  New  England  in  1836,  taking  up  their 
abode  in  Steuben  County,  lud..  where  the  elder 
Sabin  became  prominent  in  political  affairs,  holding 
various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  was 
finally  elected  to  the  Indiana  Legislature,  in  which 
position  he  served  four  terms.  The  parents  both 
lived  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  Hoosier  State 
until  three  years  ago,  since  which  time  they  have 
lived  with  this  son.  The  mother  has  suffered  from 
total  blindness  for  the  last  nine  years. 

To  the  parents  there  were  born  five  children, 
four  sons  ami  one  daughter,  only  two  of  whom  are 
living,  our  subject  ami  his  brother  Oscar  C,  who 
is  book-keeper  and  cashier  in  a   wholesale   jewelry 


establishment  in  Chicago,  111.,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  for  the  last  ten  years.  Marden, 
our  subject,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  mostly 
at  the  farm  of  his  father  in  Steuben  County,  Ind., 
pursuing  his   first   studies   in   the  common  school. 

lie  took  kindly  to  his  1 ks,  making  good  progress, 

and  later  became  a  student  at  Orland  Seminary, 
where  he  prepared  himself  for  college.  In  1859 
he  entered  the  Michigan  University,  passing 
through  the  Freshman,  Sophomore  and  Junior 
years,  and  undergoing  a  successful  examination  for 
the  Senior  year.  During  the  interval  of  his  return 
home  to  Spend  his  vacation,  there  came  a  call  for  men 
to  assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion,  ami  young 
Sabin.  laying  aside  his  personal  plans  and  interests, 
enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  B,  100th 
Indiana  Infantry.  He  was  made  a  Sergeant  upon 
the  organization  of  the  company,  and  soon  after- 
ward they  were  sent  to  Memphis,  Tenn..  wiiere 
Gen.  Grant  was  organizing  troops  preparatory  to 
the  assault  upon  Vicksburg.  The  100th  Indiana 
>pent  the  winter  following  in  Tennessee,  then 
passed  down  the  Mississippi  River  to  take  part  in 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  They  joined  the  command 
of  Gen.  Sherman,  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg until  its  surrender,  and  later  joined  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  rebel  General,  Johnston,  operating 
around  Vicksburg  until  August.  1863.  Thence 
they  returned  to  Memphis  and  crossed  the  country 
to  (  hattanooga.  taking  part  afterward  in  the  battle 
of  Mission  Ridge.  Later  our  subject  participated 
in  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  and  was  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  after  which  he  marched  with  the  troops 
of  Cen.  Sherman  to  the  sea.  This  expedition 
ended,  they  moved  up  through  the  Carolinas  to 
Washington,  taking  part  in  the  grand  review,  and 
being  mustered  out  in  June,  1865,  at  the  eapitol 
city. 

In  the  meantime  our  subject  had  been  promoted 
to  Fifth  Sergeant,  Sergeant  Major,  later  to  First 
Lieutenant,  and  in  June.  1864,  to  Captain.  His 
army  record  was  creditable  in  the  extreme,  and  is 
one  eminently  wortli\  of  preservation.  Upon  re- 
tiring therefrom,  ('apt.  Sabin  resumed  the  study  of 
medicine  with   Dr.  John    Bennett,  of   Centreville, 

who  was  during  the  time  appointed  Professor  of 
■•The    Theory    and   Practice  of  Medicine."    in   the 
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grocery  house  of  O.  B.  Clark  of  that  town,  with 
whom  lie  remained  one  year.  We  next  find  him  in 
Leonidas  as  the  clerk  of  Lewis  L.  Yaple,  with  win  mi 
he  remained  three  years.  He  then  migrated  to 
Flint,  Ind.,  becoming  the  employe  of  Roberts  Bros., 
and  was  occupied  thereafter  as  a  clerk  with  differ- 
ent parties  until  1856.  He  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  buying  and  shipping  of  live  stock, 
which  enterprise  he  followed  quite  successfully  un- 
til after  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he 
became  a  clerk  in  the  Quartermaster's  department, 
located  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

In  r865,  Mr.  Cross  returning  to  Leonidas  em- 
barked in  mercantile  business  on  his  own  account, 
associating  with  himself  a  partner,  Mr.  William 
McDowell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cross  and  Mc- 
Dowell. They  operated  together  until  1S67,  and 
the  year  following  Mr.  Cross  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Waukesha  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  This 
experiment  was  prosecuted  until  1870,  when  Mr 
Cross  abandoned  fanning  and  established  a  meat 
market  in  Mendon.  This  he  conducted  two  years, 
transacting  also  a  business  in  flour  and  feed,  and 
then  entered  the  employ  of  Brown,  Bourn  &  Co., 
as  a  clerk  and  book-keeper.  In  October,  1877,  he 
came  to  Centreville,  and  thereafter  officiated  as 
Clerk  of  the  Probate  Court  during  the  incumbency 
of  his  father.  After  the  decease  of  the  latter  he 
continued  in  the  otliee,  holding  various  positions 
under  D.  M.  Bateman. 

In  1880  Mr.  Cross  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
St.  Joseph  County  Agricultural  Society,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds,  and  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Anti- 
lb  use  Thief  Society,  serving  several  years  in  this 
capacity.  In  December,  1885,  he  was  elected  Sec- 
retary of  the  St.  Joseph  County  Village  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  which  was  organized  in  18fi3,  and 
has  become  a  solid  institution.  Mr.  C.  takes  quite 
an  interest  in  politics,  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  has  held  nearly  all  of  the  township  offices. 

The  marriage  of  Samuel  Cross  and  Miss  Lorene 
Finout  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
.Mendon,  this  county,  in  September.  1858.  Mrs. 
Cross,  like  her  husband,  is  also  a  native  of  Branch 
County,  this  State,  and  was  born  Dec.  31,  1835. 
They  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Frederick  W. 
Mrs.  Cross  departed  this  life  Jan.  18,  1880.     Fred- 


erick W.  is  now  a  promising  young  business  man, 
and  the  agent  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at 
Frankfort,  111. 

Mr.  Cross  contracted  a  second  marriage,  in  1884, 
with  Mrs.  Fanny  A.  (Ward)  Page,  widow  of  Charles 
A.  Page,  who  died  leaving  no  children.  Mrs. 
Fanny  Cross  was  born  in  New  York,  Nov.  7,  1837. 
Our  subject  is  a  warm  defender  of  the  principles 
of  Masonry,  and  belongs  to  Mendon   Lodge  No. 
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d\|<)IIX  B.  HANDY.  The  flourishing  commu- 
!  nitv  of  Three  Rivers  is  made  up  largely  of 
'  men  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  the 
/  city  in  its  prosperity  being  the  result  of 
their  enterprising  labors.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  now  President  of  the  City  Council,  and  atone 
time  was  Postmaster.  In  fact,  during  most  of  the 
years  of  his  sojourn  here,  he  has  been  prominent 
in  the  matters  most  nearly  concerning  its  well- 
being,  and  has  proved  himself  fully  worthy  of  the 
various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  to 
which  he  has  been  called.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  having  been  born  near  the  town  of 
Paris,  in  Oneida  County,  June  30,  18:i2.  and  there 
lie  spent   the  first   years  of   his  life. 

Lord  Lindley  has  said.  "If  the  virtues  of  stran- 
gers be  so  attractive  to  us.  how  infinitely  more 
should  be  those  of  our  own  kindred;  and  with  what 
additional  enemy  should  the  precepts  of  our  par- 
ent- influence  us,  when  we  trace  the  transmission  of 
those  precepts  from  father  to  son  through  succes- 
sive generations,  each  bearing  the  testimony  of  a 
useful  and  honorable  life  through  their  truth  and 
excellence."  This  is  forcibly  pertinent  to  the  an- 
cestry of  Mr.  Handy.  His  father,  Daniel  P.  Handy, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  operated  mostly 
during  the  years  of  his  active  life  as  a  boot  and 
shot  dealer.  He  married  Miss  Abigail,  daughter 
of  John  Bailey,  Esq.,  who  was  also  bom  in  Con- 
necticut. 

After  marriage,  leaving  New  England,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject  settled  at  Paris  Hill.  Oneida  Co., 
N.  Y..  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
davs.     Their    family    consisted    of    four    children. 
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young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  the  family  all 
came  to  Michigan,  settling  on  a  tract  of  wild  land 
in  what  is  now  Lockport  Township,  this  county. 
The  trail  of  the  Indian  was  still  faintly  seen,  and 
their  white  neighbors  were  few.  The  father  and 
suns  prosecuted  agriculture  after  the  primitive 
methods  of  that  day.  and  succeeded  in  building  up 
■i  comfortable  homestead.  Their  property  lay  in 
that  part  of  the  county  which  is  now  Lockport 
Township,  and  there  the  parents  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  the  mother  passing  away  in 
1856,  and  the  father  surviving  twenty-one  years, 
dying  in  1877.  Their  family  consisted  of  three 
-■■ii-  ami  one  daughter,  of  whom  William  was  the 
eldest;   the  sister  makes  her  home  in  Three  Rivers. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  education 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  being  largely  under 
the  instruction  of  his  father,  who,  having  by  an  acci- 
dent lost  one  of  his  bands,  was  employed  much  of 
the  time  thereafter  as  a  teacher.  Upon  coming  to 
Michigan  young  A.rney  assisted  in  the  opening  up 
of  the  new  farm,  and  remained  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  for  six  years  thereafter.  Then. 
desirous  of  establishing  a  fireside  of  his  own.  he  was 
married,  in  his  twenty -seventh  year,  to  Miss  Emeline 
Smith,  and  came  to  this  county  early  in  life.  The 
young  people  began  housekeeping  in  a  very  modest 
dwelling,  on  a  trad  of  new  land  which  our  subject 
took  up  from  the  Government,  but  five  years  later 
he  was  called  upon  to  suffers  greal  affliction  in  the 
death  of  his  wife,  who  passed  away  leaving  two 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  sur- 
vivor, a  daughter,  Emily,  is  married  and  a  resident 
of  Xew  York  State. 

Mr.  Arnev.  in  the  spring  of  1842,  contracted  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance,  with  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
(  Lewis)  Ash,  widow  of  George  Ash.  and  daughter 
of  Charles  Lewis.  She  was  a  native  of  Xew  York 
State.  Our  subject  continued  to  occupy  his  farm, 
which  lay  in  Fabius  Township,  the  long  period  of 
forty  years.  It  embraced  1  Co  acres.  By  years  of 
industry  and  economy  Mr.  Arne\  succeeded  in 
bringing  the  soil  to  a  good  slate  of  cultivation  and 
putting  up  the  requisite  farm  buildings,  lie  raised 
large  quantities  of  wheat,  which  he  found  to  he  a 
profitable  crop,  and  continued  to  operate  as  an  ag- 
riculturist  until    1880,  when    advancing   years   ad- 


vised him  it  would  he  wise  to  retire.  Selling  his 
farm  he  removed  to  Three  Rivers,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  a  resident. 

Nine  children  comprised  the  family  of  our  sub- 
ject by  his  present  wife,  live  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ter-. Their  eldest,  Daniel  L.,  is  a  resident  of 
Sturgis;  Charles  W.  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  Army  during  the  late  war,  and  died  in  Ten- 
nessee; Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Machin.  a  resident 
of  Kansas;  Frances  J.  married  William  Machin,  and 
lives  in  this  county :  John  W.  and  Edgar  J.  hold 
the  honorable  positions  of  ministers  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church;  Sarah  E.  married  William 
Ritchie,  and  they  live  in  Three  Rivers;  Ruth  A.  is 
the    wife  of    Frank   Ritchie,   of    Big  Rapids,   this 

State. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Arnev  had 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  then 
convinced  that  he  was  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
fence,  and  wheeled  into  the  Republican  ranks,  in 
which  he  has  done  efficient  service  as  opportunity 
ha-  occurred.  He  and  his  excellent  wife  identi- 
fied themselves  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  IS  111.  In  this  Mr.  A.  has  been  a  chief 
pillar,  holding  its  various  offices,  officiating  as 
Class-Leader,  and  occupying  other  positions  of 
trust  in  connection  therewith,  lie  is  well  versed  in 
the  history  of  Methodism,  of  which  he  lias  made 
quite  an  extended  written  record.  Although  having 
more  than  numbered  his  threescore  anil  ten  years, 
he  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  an  admirable  exam- 
ple of  a  life  of  temperance  and  good  habits,  and 
possesses  a  rich  experience  of  life  among  the  early 
-ellleis  of  Si.  Joseph  County.  He  is  one  of  those 
honored  men  whose  names  will  be  held  in  kindly 
remembrance  long  after  they  have  been  gathered  to 
their  fathers. 


.  NORMAN  S.  ANDREWS.  This  late 
lily  respected  resident  of  Three  Rivers 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov. 
24,  1824,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  the 
place  above  mentioned,  May  5,  1882,  after  a  brief 
illness  from  pneumonia.  He  was  therefore  at  the 
time    of    his    decease    aged    fifty -seven  years,   five 
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Danville  Seminary,  and  after  pursuing  his  studies 
two  years  in  this  institution  commenced  teaching. 
He  thus  spent  one  winter,  then  engaged  as  clerk  in 
the  Montour  Iron  Works.  After  one  year  there  he 
migrated,  in  1852,  to  this  State,  locating  in  Flower- 
field,  St.  Joseph  County,  where,  changing  his  oc- 
cupation somewhat,  he  labored  as  a  carpenter  and 
millwright,  and  thus  operated  for  several  years. 
This  proved  a  valuable  experience,  as  he  acquired 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  machinery  belong- 
ing to  Bouring-mills,  He  subsequently  estab- 
lished in  Three  Rivers,  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  at  which  he  was 
occupied  until  the  summer  of  1856.  Then  selling 
out.  he  identified  his  interests  with  those  of  Twitch- 
ell  tVr  Swartout,  the  firm  name  becoming  Caldwell. 
Twitchell  &  Co.  They  engaged  in  foundry  work 
and  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements  for 
two  years.  <  )ui  subject  then  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  Green  in  the  sash,  door,  blind  and  lum- 
ber business,  and  in  connection  with  J.  W.  Arnold 
and  L.  T.  Wilcox,  operated  extensively  until  1876. 
At  this  time  Mr.  Wilcox  sold  his  interest  to  Arnold 
.V  Caldwell,  and  the  business  was  thus  prosecuted 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Arnold.  Our  subject  then 
became  sole  proprietor,  and  operated  alone  until 
1882.  when  he  sold  out  his  stock  and  rented  the 
property. 

The  year  following  his  withdrawal  from  the 
above  business,  Mr.  Caldwell  took  charge  of  the 
rebuilding  and  remodeling  of  what  is  now  the 
Emery  .Mills,  and  upon  its  completion  became  man- 
ager. These  mills  contain  a  complete  roller  sys- 
tern,  with  a  capacity  of  .Mm  barrels  in  twenty-four 
hours,  making  a  very  superior  article  of  flour.  Mr. 
Emery,  the  owner  of  the  mill,  and  a  thorough  busi- 
ness man.  is  a  resident  of  Bradford  County.  Pa. 
The  implicit  confidence  which  he  placed  in  Mr. 
Caldwell  is  a  flattering  commendation  to  the  praise- 
worthy manner  in  which  this  business  was  con- 
ducted. 

The  28th  of  December.  1858,  witnessed  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  to  Miss  Martha  A.  W  ilex. 
who  was  bom  in  Jefferson  County,  X.  Y..  in  No- 
vember, L841.  Mrs.  Caldwell  is  the  daughter  of 
Peter  and  .Mary  Wilcox,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York,  and  are  now  .lead.     The  family  consisted  of 

«■  


six  children.  To  our  subject  and  his  excellent 
wife  there  have  been  born  two  daughters,  theelder 
of  whom,  Mabel,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  M.  Miller,  a 
merchant  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Jessie  married  John 
F.  Drinkle,  a  dealer  in  hard  and  soft  coal  at  Kansas 
City. 

Mr.  Caldwell,  politically,  is  rather  conservative 
in  his  views,  does  not  desire  office,  but  labors  ener- 
getically for  the  election  of  his  friends.  In  early 
manhood  he  belonged  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
later  atliliated  with  the  Green  backers.  lie  has 
served  one  term  as  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  two 
terms  as  Alderman.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Three 
Rivers  Lodge  No.  57.  and  Chapter  No.  29,  A.  F.  & 
A.M. 


/S^jEORGE  YAUNEY,  a  resident  of  Centre- 
Ill  (=-,  ville  of  over  thirty  years'  standing,  a  ear- 
^^41  penter  by  trade  and  a  skilled  workman,  the 
evidences  of  whose  genius  may  be  seen  in  number- 
less buildings  in  this  town  and  vicinity,  wisely  re- 
tired from  active  labor  in  1882,  and  is  now  enjoy- 
ing the  comforts  of  a  pleasant  home  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city.  He  came  to  Michigan  Territory 
in  1841,  when  a  young  man  twenty-three  years  of 
age.  and  has  watched  with  warm  interest  the  growth 
and  developmentof  his  adopted  county.  He  formed 
one  of  those  resolute  and  persevering  spirits  which 
did  not  allow  themselves  to  be  dismayed  by  any 
ordinary  difficulties,  but  battled  with  the  elements 
of  a  new  country  and  came  out  of  the  conflict  with 
Hying  colors. 

The  main  points  in  a  life  history  of  more  than 
usual  interest  are  essentially  as  follows:  Our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  the  village  of  Ephratah.  in  what 
was  then  Montgomery  County,  but  is  now  Fulton 
<  ounty,  N.  Y..  May  10,  1813.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  he  is  a  veteran  of  nearly  seventy-six  years. 
His  father.  Henry  Yauney,  was  born  in  Johnstown. 
N.  Y.,  Sept.  11.  177'.).  and  met  his  death  by  an  in- 
jury received  while  riding  a  fractions  horse,  being 
thrown  violently  against  the  pommel  of  the  saddle, 
with  fata]    results. 

The  Yauney  family  is  of  German  ancestry,  and 
the  first  representatives  in  America  settled  in  the 
State  of    New-   Jersey.     There   Henry    Yauney.  the 
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sonal  popularity  and  professional  reputation.  He 
now  occupies  that  position,  and  is  senior  member  of 
the  la iv  firm  of  Stewart  ife  Meacham. 

As  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Stewart  is  highly  esteemed  both 
by  his  clients  and  his  brother  attorneys.  It  is  a 
frequent  comment  that  no  other  member  of  the  bar 
has  gained  so  rapidly  in  professional  ability.  His 
methods  are  frequently  original,  and  occasionally 
looked  upon  by  the  fraternity  as  more  novel  than 
legal,  but  as  the  Supreme  Court  has  a  habit  of 
agreeing  with  him  upon  these  occasions,  he  does 
not  complain.  While  not  what  is  generally  termed 
brilliant,  he  is  possessed  of  a  good  knowledge  of 
law,  and  a  way  of  presenting  it  that  generally  brings 
him  success. 

As  regards  his  ancestry  Mr.  Stewart,  is  purely  of 
Scotch  descent,  though  his  parents,  David  and 
Mary  (McFarland)  Stewart,  were  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  David  Stewart,  who  died  in  1876, 
was  for  many  years  the  leading  merchant  and  busi- 
ness man  of  Centreville. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  married,  in  188-4,  to  Miss  Anna 
Hasbrouck,  of  Centreville,  and  their  union  is  blessed 
with  one  daughter.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  member  of 
several  Masonic  organizations,  and  was  for  several 
years  Master  of  Mt.  Ilermon  Lodge  at  Centreville. 


"OHN  ARMITAGE.  The  solid  and  reliable 
j  element  of  Three  Rivers,  its  cultivation  and 
enterprise,  are  admirably  illustrated  in  the 
((iig/  subject  of  this 'Sketch,  who  is  one  of  its  old- 
est and  most  highly  respected  citizens.  After  the 
labors  of  a  well-spent  life  he  is  domiciled  in  a  beau- 
tiful residence,  surrounded  with  all  needful  com- 
forts and  many  luxuries,  and  is  living  at  his  ease, 
being  the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  property  in 
the  shape  of  city  houses  and  lots,  and  a  fine  farm  of 
215  acres  in  Fabius  Township.  His  land  is  well 
improved,  with  good  buildings,  and  together  with 
his  city  property  yields  him  a  liberal  income. 

Our  subject  traces  his  birthplace  to  the  city  of 
Leeds,  Yorkshire,  England,  near  which  he  was  born, 
Jan.  19,  1824.  His  father,  William  Armitage.  was  a 
native  of  the  same  shire,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
America  in  1831,  when  our  subject  was  a  little  lad 


seven  years  of  age.  They  located  first  in  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  where  they  lived  some  five  years  and  thence  came 
to  this  county,  locating  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph River,  three  miles  north  of  Centreville,  and 
after  a  time  each  member  of  the  family  was  afflicted 
with  fever  and  ague  with  no  one  to  assist  or  wait 
upon  them.  This  was  only  one  of  the  many  afflic- 
tions endured  by  the  pioneer  settlers.  William 
Armitage  possessed  a  sturdy  perseverance,  however, 
and  was  not  a  man  to  flee  from  difficulties  or  duty. 
He  clung  to  his  property,  and  there  with  his  excel- 
lent wife  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Ihe 
mother,  Mrs.  Bathsheba  (Green)  Armitage,  died  in 
middle  life,  in  1856.  The  father  survived  a  period 
of  fourteen  years,  passing  away  in  1870. 

The  parental  household  included  ten  children, 
live  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  of  this  large  fam- 
ily there  is  only  remaining  John  Armitage,  our  sub- 
ject, and  two  brothers.  He  was  the  eldest  son  and 
second  child.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent 
in  the  manner  common  to  the  sons  of  pioneer  far- 
mers, receiving  a  limited  education  in  the  imper- 
fect schools  of  that  day,  and  becoming  familiar  at 
an  early  age  with  the  various  employments  of  rural 
life.  Upon  approaching  manhood  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpentry,  but  his  preferences  were  for  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  Soon  after  reaching  his  major- 
ity he  took  the  first  steps  toward  establishing  a  borne 
of  his  own  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Bond- 
man. This  lady  was  born  in  Montour  County,  Pa., 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Michigan  in  1835. 
The  latter  spent  their  last  years  in  this  county. 
The  young  people  began  their  wedded  life  together 
on  a  farm  in  this  county,  where  they  continued  un- 
til 1864,  when  our  subject  removed  to  Three  Rivers 
and  thereafter  engaged  as  a  contractor,  while  at  the 
same  time  he  superintended  the  operations  of  his 
farm.  Their  present  residence,  a  fine  brick  struct- 
ure, was  completed  in  1872,  and  with  its  surround- 
ings forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the 
city.  The  family  includes  two  children:  Sarah  M., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Griffiths,  a  hardware 
merchant  of  Three  Rivers,  and  George  G.,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Hastings,  Neb. 

Mr.  Armitage  has  been  for  years  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  together  with  his  excellent 
wife,  and  to  its  support  has  contributed  liberally  of 
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tion.  In  1856  he  moved  to  Iowa,  spent  some  three 
years  in  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  in  1859  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Kalamazoo.  Soon  afterward 
he  was  made  general  agenl  of  the  Michigan  Female 
Seminary,  a  position  which  he  held  several  years, 
and  during  which  time  Edward  B. attended  first  the 
public  schools  and  later  the  High  School.  He  began 
his  mercantile  experience  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Roberts  &  Hillhouse, at  Kalamazoo.  Hewasan  em- 
ploye of  this  firm  for  a  Dumber  of  years,  leaving 
them  to  take  up  his  residence  in  Three  Rivers. 

Mr.  Linsley,  in  the  summer  of  1876,  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Emma  Burch,  daughter  of  Hosea  Burch, 
Esq.,  of  Three  Rivers.  Mrs.  I.,  was  hum  Jan.  17. 
1852,  in  Lapeer,  and  spent  the  early  years  of  her 
life  at  Three  Rivers  under  the  parental  roof,  re- 
maining a  member  i  f  the  hi  n  e  circle  until  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Linsley  holds  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Three  Rivers 
and  also  of  the  Southwestern  Michigan  Fair  Associa- 
tion. His  residence  is  in  the  central  part  of  the  city, 
where  he  has  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Linsley.  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Kalamazoo, 
Mich..  Aim.  -2."p.  1865.  The  father,  in  1867,  returned 
to  New  York  State,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Or- 
leans County.  He  is  now  sixty-four  years  of  age. 
The  Linsleys  trace  their  ancestry  Lack  to  an  old 
English  family  whose  descendants  crossed  the 
Atlantic  it  is  believed  in  the  Colonial  clays. 


'  OHNSON  BENNETT.  The  residence  por- 
tion of  Three  Rivers  forms  one  of  its  most 
attractive  features,  and  the  visitor  could  em- 
1  ploy  considerable  time  in  making  a  note  of 
the  numerous  line  dwellings  which  indicate  the  lead- 
ing element  in  the  general  character  of  its  people. 
In  one  of  these  is  domiciled  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  gentleman  who  during  the  years  of  his 
more  active  lite  was  closely  identified  with  the 
growth  anil  prosperity  of  the  young  city,  and  con- 
tributed in  no  small  measure  to  the  development  of 
its  resources. 

A  native  of  the    Empire  State.   Mr.    Bennett  was 
born  in  its  most  lovely  portion  on  the  Lai  ks  of  the 


lordly  Hudson,  April  17.  1827.  The  son  of  a  lead- 
ing family,  his  father  was  Asa  Bennett,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  a  gentleman  of  fine  education  and  in- 
telligence, and  a  graduate  of  the  New  Jersey  Busi- 
ness College.  He  was  a  minister  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church,  a  man  of  great  force  of  character, 
and  one  who  made  his  influence  sensibly  felt  in  the 
various  communities  where  it  was  bis  lot  from  time 
to  time  to  reside.  He  married,  in  early  manhood. 
Miss  Sally  Goram.  a  native  of  his  own  State,  and 
the  daughter  of  a  fine  old  English  family. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  finally  removed  to 
Seni  ea  County,  N.  Y..  where  they  lived  about  nine 
years,  thence  came  in  the  spring  of  1838  to  this 
county,  making  the  journey  overland  with  teams. 
The  father  selected  land  in  Nottawa  Township,  and 
was  engaged  thereafter  in  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement until  called  from  his  earthly  labors. 

Tin1  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  liv> 
ing.  His  boyhood  was  spent  amid  the  peaceful 
employments  of  farm  life,  and  his  education  was 
begun  in  the  common  schools  of  Seneca  County,  N. 
V.  Later  he  attended  school  at  White  Pigeon. 
Afterward  he  was  a  student  in  Branch  University 
ami  Albion  College.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm. 
Lut  remained  there  only  a  comparatively  brief  time, 
preferring  tin'  more  stirring  scenes  of  town  life. 
and  becoming  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  J.  W.  Tal- 
bot, with  whom  he  remained  until  1852.  Finally, 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  became  to  Three  Rivers, 
and  purchasing  ground,  built  upon  the  site  of  his 
present  store.  About  that  time  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Amos  Wolf,  and  they  embarked  in  the 
dry -goods  trade,  operating  together  for  about  one 
year,  when  the  interest  of  Mr.  Wolf  was  purchased 
by  .1.  W .  Talbot,  and  the  linn  name  became  Ben- 
nett A-  Talbot.  The  partnership  continued  until 
1*7:;,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Bennett  con- 
ducted the  business  singly. 

The  business  career  of  Mr.  Bennett  was  attended 
with  more  than  ordinary  success,  he  being  a  man  of 
sound  judgment,  ami  one  who  has  kept  himself 
thoroughly  posted  in  regard  to  commercial  trans- 
actions. Although  largely  engrossed  all  his  life 
with  business  matters,  he  yet  found  time  to  estab- 
lish a  home  and  a  fireside  of    his  own,   being    mar- 
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ship.  Here  lie  lias  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  all  the 
buildings  necessary  for  his  comfort  and  convenience. 
lie  has  lived  the  life  of  a  quiet  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zen, at  peace  with  his  neighbors,  and  seeking  to  do 
good  as  he  had  opportunity. 

A  native  of  Glenville,  Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y., 
our  subject  was  born  July  25,  INl'4,  and  is  the  sun 
of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Turnbull,  the  former  a 
native  of  Duanesburg,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  of 
Princetown.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, and  the  father  followed  farming  all  his  life. 
The  eldest  sun.  George,  is  in  Princetown;  Mrs. 
Picket  and  Elh-n  are  in  Schenectady;  Eveline  (Mrs. 
John  Clow),  continues  a  resident  of  Glenville,  N. 
Y.;  Agnes  (Mrs.  Calvin  Slawson),  lives  in  Todd 
County,  Minn. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents.  lie 
was  married  in  Glenville,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  29,  1850,  to 
Miss  Harriet  N.  Bullman,  who  was  a  native  of 
Glenville,  and  the  daughter  of  Benoni  and  Mary 
Bullman,  who  were  also  natives  of  Glenville,  and 
passed  from  earth  at  their  home  in  that  place  many 
years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turnbull  spent  the  first 
seven  years  of  their  wedded  life  in  Glenville.  then 
came  to  Southern  Michigan,  locating  in  Burr  Oak 
Township,  upon  the  land  which  they  occupied  until 
1866,  and  which  Mr.  T.  sold  that  year,  purchasing 
his  present  homestead,  which  at  that  time  embraced 
120  acres.  He  sold  forty  acres  of  this  in  1884,  and 
has  eighty  acres  left,  which  is  amply  sufficient  to 
furnish  him  with  tin1  necessary  income  for  his  com- 
fort and  enjoyment.  His  career  has  been  one 
marked  by  honesty  and  integrity,  while  his  estima- 
ble wife  has  been  a  true  companion  and  helpmate, 
standing  by  his  side  in  storm  and  sunshine,  and  in- 
citing him  to  every  worthy   endeavor. 


SAAC  NULL.  In  the  career  before  us,  neces- 
sarily briefly  sketched  in  a  work  of  this  kind, 
i,  we  have  that  of  a  man  descended  from  excel- 
lent Pennsylvania  stock,  who  came  to  .Michigan 
when  about  twenty-seven  years  of  age  with  the  de- 
termination to  found  a  homestead  upon  a  portion 
of   its   soil   and  become  a  worthy  citizen  among  it~ 


people.  He  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of 
1855, and  purchased  103  acres  of  uncultivated  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Flat  Bush,  Flowerfield  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  labored  assiduously  for  its 
improvement  and  cultivation,  and  was  so  success- 
ful that  he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  landed  estate 
until  be  became  the  owner  of  1,131  acres,  which 
he  divided  up  into  nine  farms.  He  brought  the 
most  of  this  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  en- 
gaged in  mixed  husbandry,  also  in  stock-raising, 
and  in  due  time  attained  an  enviable  reputation  as 
one  of  the  most  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturists 
of  this  region.  He  occupied  his  farm  until  the 
spring  of  1885,  then,  wisely  judging  that  be  had 
contributed  his  full  share  toward  the  farming  inter- 
ests of  St.  Joseph  County,  withdrew  from  active 
labor  and  sought  a  home  in  Three  Rivers,  where  he 
is  now  living  retired  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  his  industry. 

To  begin  with  the  first  experience  of  our  subject 
in  this  busy  world  we  find  that  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  at  the  modest  homestead  of  his 
parents  near  Lewiston,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  13, 
1825.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Baker)  Null, 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  the  father 
horn  in  Berks  County  and  the  mother  in  Union. 
The  former  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  middle  life ; 
the  mother  subsequently  removed  to  Ohio  with  her 
little  family,  taking  up  her  abode  in  Sandusky 
County,  where  they  resided  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  Thence  they  came  to  Michigan,  and  the 
death  of  the  mother  took  place  at  her  Inline  in 
Flowerfield  Township  in  May,    1SH4. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
nine  children,  five  of  whom,  three  boys  and  one 
girl,  all  died  in  infancy.  Two  sons  and  three 
daughters  are  living,  and  residents  of  this  county. 
Isaac  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  spent 
tin-  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native 
county,  attending  the  district  school  and  assist- 
ing his  parents  around  the  homestead.  Being  the 
eldest,  son,  hi'  was  necessarily  made  the  head  of  the 
family  after  the  death  of  his  father,  by  which  afflic- 
tion they  were  left  in  rather  straightened  circum- 
stances, and  obliged  to  exercise  great  industry  and 
economy  Pi  maintain  themselves  comfortably. 

Mr.    Null    developed    into  manhood  in  Sandusky 
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the  manufacturing  establisl  ment  of  his  maternal 
uncle,  Henrj  Wooster,  who  carried  on  a  good  busi- 
ness as  the  producer  of  combs  of  all  descriptions, 
from  plain  horn  to  the  finest  ivory.  With  him  our 
subjecl  remained  a  period  of  five  years.  He  then 
determined  to  leave  New  England,  and  the  fall  of 
1854  found  him  in  Three  Rivers,  this  county, 
where  he  soon  afterward  formeda  partnership  with 
J.  s.  Shailer,  of  Boston,  Mass..  and  J.  II.  Mather, 
of  Connecticut,  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of 
axletrees  for  wagons  and  other  vehicles.  The  firm 
prosecuted  business  successfully  about  five  years, 
then  branched  out  into  the  manufacture  of  wagons 
and  carriages.  A  few  years  later  the  firm  was  re- 
organized, under  the  style  of  Bradner  Smith  & 
Co.,  and  turned  their  attention,  in  connection 
with  the  previous  products  of  their  factory,  to  the 
manufacture  of  paper  likewise.  This  industry  was 
inaugurated  in  a  modest  manner,  they  putting  out 
first  simply  the  different  kinds  of  wrapping  paper. 
As  soon  as  they  discovered  it  was  destined  to  be- 
come a  success,  they  commenced  upon  good  grades 
of  printing  paper,  and  from  that  day  on  have  met 
with  undiminished  success. 

The  firm  was  again  reorganized,  in  18G7,  into  a 
stock  company,  and  operated  thus  until  1885,  when 
it  was  succeeded  by  the  present  Three  Rivers  Pa- 
per Company,  which  is  now  composed  of  Joseph 
W.  French  and  his  three  sons.  The  plant  is  located 
in  the  Second  Ward,  in  the  southern  part  of  town, 
conveniently  near  to  the  t  lacks  of  the  Michigan  (  an- 
tral and  the  Lake  Shore  Railroads,  thus  affording 
first-class  shipping  facilities.  The  factory  is  now 
equipped  with  modern  machinery,  and  the  product 
is  of  a  very  superior  quality,  one  that  is  fully 
recognized  all  over  Michigan  and  other  States  in  the 

sending  in  of  large  orders,  this  company  probably 
filling'  the  leading  contracts  in  this  section.  They 
give  employment  to  seventy  operators,  and  ship  as 
far  east  as  Cleveland,  Ohio,  taking  in  Chicago  on 
the  way,  also  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Denver,  and 
other  important  points.  Their  machinery  has  a 
capacity  of  aboul  six  tons  per  day. 

Mr.  French  has  been  connected  with  this  enter- 
prise from  its  first  inception,  and  there  is  no  ques- 
tion that  its  success  is  largely  due  to  his  business 
abilities  and  good  judgment.     He  is  also  interested 


in  various  other  leading  enterprises  at  Three  Rivers. 
being  President  of  its  National  Bank,  and  holding 
the  office  of  Vice  President  of  both  the  Roberts  & 
Thropp  Threshing  Machine  Company  and  the  YVo<  ><  I 
Pump  Company,  of  Niles.  He  has  also  served  as 
President  of  the  City  Council  a  term  of  six  years. 
is  a  member  of  the  Hoard  of  Trusteespf  the  North- 
ern Asylum,  located  at  Traverse  City,  and  Vice 
President  and  Director  of  the  Manufacturers'  Mu- 
tual Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Detroit;  likewise 
a  Director  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
of  (  hicago,  111.,  and  a  Director  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad.  To  give  proper  attention  to 
these  various  interests  there  is  required  a  level- 
headed man.  and  the  fact  that  Mr.French  has  been 
retained  from  year  to  year  as  a  trusted  official  is 
indicative  that  he  possesses  this  quality  in  no  ordi- 
nary degree. 

Over  thirty  years  ago.  in  1856,  Joseph  W. 
French  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Emily  J. 
Wright,  who  was  horn  in  Deep  River,  Conn.,  and 
there  reared  to  womanhood.  Three  sons  have  been 
tin  issue  of  this  union  —  Willard  W.,  Frank  J.  and 
J.  Edward.  They  are  more  than  ordinarily  bright 
young  business  men.  being  associated  with  their 
father;  the  eldest  as  V  ice  President  of  the  Three 
Rivers  Taper  Company.  Frank  J.  as  Secretary,  and 
.1.  Kdw  aid  as   Treasurer. 
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bAVINIA  (FIELD)  BURNS.  In  writing 
i,  the  history  of  any  given  locality,  it  is  of 
necessity  the  history  of  the  people  inhabit- 
ing the  place  described;  the  tendency  is  to  refer 
only  to  the  lives  of  the  male  members  of  the  popula- 
tion. In  this  case  we  find  it  our  pleasurable  duty 
to  depart  from  the  usual  routine,  and  refer  to  the 
life  work  of  the  lady  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
and  who  now  resides  in  Mottville  Village,  and  the 
part  taken  by  her  and  her  husband,  Thomas  Burns, 
now  deceased,  in  bringing  about  the  exceedingly 
favorable  conditions  that  are  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  the  township. 

This  lady  was  horn  in  Steuben  County.  N.  Y., 
township  of  Prattsburg,  in  1823.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of   Darius  Field,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of 
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with  the  course  of  th.it  party  on  certain  vital  ques- 
tions, he  cast  his  ballot  over  afterward  with  the 
Republican  party. 

Mrs.  Burns  has  passed  Lhrough  all  the  hardships 
and  sufferings  incident  to  the  life  of  a  pioneer, 
which  she  has  borne  uncomplainingly,  and  she  has 
richly  earned  the  reward  of  years  of  quietude  and 
peace,  which  are  now  her  portion.  She  enjoys  the  full- 
est confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  her.  and 
none  can  enter  her  presence  without  feeling  that  they 
are  before  one  of  the  many  noble  women  and  mothers 
who  have  contributed  so  largely  and  done  so  much 
to  provide  for  the  present  generation  the  comforts 
and  the  many  advantages    they  now  enjoy. 


YRUS  ROBERTS.     Close  upon  the  heels  of 

other  leading  enterprises  in  Three  Rivers,  as 

\l\     if,  b 

^^//    the  city    began    to   develop   in   wealth    and 

population,  was  established  the  threshing-machine 
and  corn  sheller  -works,  and  of  the  company  car- 
rying it  forward  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
President.  He  is  a  man  eminently  fitted  for  a  po- 
sition of  trust  and  responsibility,  one  possessing 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  business  qual- 
ifications. A  native  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  was  born  near  the  well-known  town  of  Taylors- 
ville,  in  Bucks  County.  Aug.  1  I,  lK-_>0.  and  is  tin' 
son  of  Samuel  and  Delilah  (Holcomb)  Roberts,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  state. 

Samuel  Roberts  was  a  well-educated  man.  and 
followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher  a  number  of 
years  dining  his  early  manhood.  Cyrus,  our  sub- 
ject,was  the  second  child  of  a  family  comprising  two 
miii>  and  one  daughter.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  mostly  in  school  until  the  age  of  thirteen 
years,  when  he  commenced  a  regular  apprenticeship 
at  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker.  Five  years  later  he 
started  out  for  himself,  following  in  the  meantime 
his  trade  until  a  man  of  twenty-eight  years.  Ten 
years  of  this  time  were  spent  as  pattern-maker  in 
different  places  in  his  native  State,  during  which 
he  displayed  more  than  ordinary  ingenuity  and 
skill. 

In  I  he  fall  of  1848  Mr.  Roberts  emigrated  west 
to  Bellevue.  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
4'  


ure  of  threshing-machines  upon  a  capital  of  $200. 
This  was  regarded  as  a  rather  hazardous  experiment, 
but  by  careful  economy  and  good  management,  he 
made  of  it  a  success,  in  the  meantime  taking  in  a. 
partner.  John  Cox,  they  operating  together  under 
the  firm  name  of  Roberts  &  Cox.  Four  years  later 
our  subject  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1856  returned  to  his  native 
State  and  spent  one  year,  after  which  he  began 
making  preparations  for  settlement  in  the  farther 
West.  On  the  way  hither  he  stopped  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  Mich.,  to  visit  an  old  friend  and  shop- 
mate,  Stephen  Hibbs,  and  later  purchased  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Roberts,  Thropp  <fe  Co.'s  plow 
shops  in  Three  Rivers.  Later  he  visited  many  of 
the  Western  Stall's  and  Territories  in  the  interest 
of  Roberts,  Thropp  A-  Co..  taking  in  besides  Old 
Mexico  and  other  points  of  interest  in  the  South- 
west. 

In  1884  Mr.  Roberts  completed  the  invention  of 
a  com-sheller,  which  takes  corn  in  the  husk  and 
produces  it  clean  and  in  good  condition  for  grind- 
ing. "With  the  most  thorough  understanding  of 
his  business  and  a  practical  knowledge  which  can 
be  gained  in  no  way  so  well  as  by  experience,  he  is 
well  titled  for  the  position  which  he  now  occupies 
in  connection  with  the  industry  which  bears  no  un- 
important part  among  the  various  manufactures 
of    Three  Rivers. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  married  in  the  twenty-third 
year  of  his  age  to  Miss  Rebecca  Thorp,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  one  daughter  and  three  sons.  The 
eldest.  James  IS.,  is  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment of  which  his  father  is  President,  as  is  also 
George  A..  Treasurer;  Horace  is  in  Denver,  Col., 
and  Carrie  remains  at  home  with  her  parents. 

NDREW  THOMA.     About  one  of  the  first 
enterprises    in    the   building  up  of   a   com- 
|lj    munity  is  the   blacksmith-shop,  an   institu- 
ijl  tion    wholly   indispensable,    both    in   town 

and  in  connection  with  the  farm.  The  blacksmith 
is  almost  invariably  a  man  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances if  he  be  honest  and  frugal,  as  this  class  usu- 
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Allegan,  the  county  sent.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued until  the  removal  of  our  subject  to  Three 
Rivers  in  1885. 

Mr.  Rensenhouse  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
formed  domestic  and  matrimonial  tics,  being  mar- 
ried in  L868to  Miss  Hattie  Clarke,  of  Allegan,  and 
they  commenced  the  journey  of  life  together  in 
Allegan  County.  Mich.  This  lady  was  born  April 
8,  1850.  in  Holland,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Adrian 
and  Fanny  Clarke,  who  are  now  still  living  in  Alle- 
gan County.  To  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  there  have  been  born  four  children:  Cora. 
deceased;  Grace,  Glenn  and  Raymond.  Mr.  Ren- 
senhouse votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and 
in  connection  with  his  business  interests  is  also 
the  Grain  Commissioner  of  St.  Joseph  County,  lie 
belongs  to  Lodge  No.  80,  at   Three  Rivers. 


5W5 


•  ILLIAM  A.  AKEY,  the  twenty-one-year- 
old  editor  of  the  Centreville  Times,  is  a 
native  of  this  place,  and  was  born  March 
13.  18GH.  His  parents  were  Alfred  and  Imogene 
(Allison)  Akey,  the  former  a  uative  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  latter  of  New  York  State.  They 
came  to  this  section  about  1867,  settling  in  Centre- 
ville. of  which  the  elder  Akey  is  now  a  prominent 
attorney. 

Our  subject,  the  only  son  of  his  parents,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town,  and  after 
emerging  from  the  public  school  entered  the  office 
of  the  Crusader,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  to 
learn  the  printer's  trade.  Four  months  later  he 
became  connected  with  the  Republican  office,  re- 
maining there  two  years.  We  next  find  him  with 
the  Sturgis  Journal, and  seven  months  afterward  he 
was  local  editor  of  the  White  Pigeon  Journal,  eon- 
ducting  this  seven  months.  In  .Inly.  1887.  lie  took 
charge  of  the  Centreville  Times,  of  which  he 
served  as  editor  until  .Ian.  20,  1889,  when  he  sold 
to  Morten  Walls,  of  White  Pigeon. 

The  Times  was  established  in  September,  1884, 
by  Martin  A-  Twitchell,  and  the  latter  two  years 
later  disposed  of   his  interest  in  the  business  to  his 


partner.  It  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and  the  aim 
of  its  editor  is  to  furnish  to  the  people  of  this 
county  the  current  news  in  succinct  and  interesting 

style. 


MANUEL    M.  GEORGE.      The  mercantile 

E  interests  of  Three  Rivers  have  in  nowise  been 
behind  those  of  her  sister  cities,  and  present 
a  fair  showing  in  comparison  with  the  other  enter- 
prises which  have  given thecity  her  advanced  posi- 
tion among  the  communities  of  the  West.  Among 
those  who  first  established  as  a  general  merchant 
was  Mr.  George,  who.  after  conducting  a  successful 
business  a  period  of  twenty  years,  retired  upon  a 
competency  in  1884,  and  now  occupies  a  comfort- 
able and  attractive  home  in  the  northern  part  of 
town. 

Pennsylvania,  which  has  contributed  SO  much  of 
her  best  element  for  the  development  of  the  far- 
ther West,  owns  our  subject  as  one  of  her  sons,  he 
having  been  born  near  Bellefonte,  Center  County, 
March  2.3.  1826.  His  parents,  Jonas  and  Rebecca 
(Hettinger)  George,  lived  there  a  number  of  years 
after  their  marriage,  then  removing  to  the  vicinity 
of  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  when  their  son  Emanuel  M.  was 
a  mere  child,  they  settled  on  a  farm,  where  they 
lived  until  he  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  Thence 
they  removed  to  Ashland,  then  Wayne  County, 
whereour  subject  attained  to  man's  estate  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter. 

Mr.  George  then  drifted  to  Seneca  County,  Ohio. 
where  he  met  his  fate  in  the  person  of  .Miss  Mary 
Null,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  184'J.  They  so- 
journed there  until  1857,  then  came  to  Three 
Rivers,  and  Mi'.  George  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
then  \n  '  lit  South  in  the  employ  of  the  Government 
as  a  mechanic,  but  six  months  later  returned  home 
after  his  wife,  who  accompanied  him  back  to  the 
South.  He  was  now  placed  in  charge  as  foreman 
of  a  gang  of  men  employed  in  the  building  of  hos- 
pitals, bridges,  etc.,  remaining  another  six  months. 

Upon  returning  again  to  Three  Rivers  Mr. 
( vei  irge  resumed  merchandising,  which  he  carried  on 
successfully  a  period  of  eight  years,  and  then  traded 
In-  stock  of  aroods  for  a  farm  of  200  acres,  one  anil 
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17,  1881.  Mr.  Schoonmaker  owns  a  one-third  in- 
terest in  220  acres  of  land,  where  he  lives  and  where 
he  has  carried  on  farming  continuously  for  a  pe- 
riod of  fifteen  years.  Like  his  father  before  him, 
he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  politically,  lias  served  as 
School  Inspector  two  terms  in  his  district,  and 
Township  School  Superintendent  for  three  terms. 
He  officiated  as  Township  Clerk  seven  years  in  suc- 
cession. Socially,  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  Lodge  No.  206,  at  Moorepark, 
in  which  he  is  Master.  June  2.">,  1888,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Postal  Clerk  on  the  Grand  Rapids  it  Elk- 
hart  Railroad. 


ON.  WARREN  J.  WILLITS,  an  ex-member 

j  of    the    Michigan    State    Senate,    and    now 


President  of  the  Sheffield  Velocipede  Car 
Company,  having  its  factory  and  head- 
quarters at  Three  Rivers,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  capable  business  men  of  the  city,  lie  is  a 
native  of  this  State  having  been  born  in  Cambria 
Township,  Hillsdale  County,  Aug.  1!).  IS;"),'!.  His 
father,  Jonathan  Willits.  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Laura  Finley;  she  died  a  few  years 
after  their  marriage,  leaving  a  daughter,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  John  Tracy,  of  Jackson.  Tenn. 
Some  time  afterward  Mr.  Willits  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Ann  E.  Finley.  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
All  were  natives  of  Wayne  County.  X.  Y.  This 
latter  union  was  blessed  with  several  children,  of 
whom,  however,  only  two  lived  to  maturity,  our 
subject  being  the  elder. 

Jonathan  Willits  was  a  farmer,  pursuing  that 
vocation  in  the  State  of  New  York  for  many  years. 
Believing,  however,  thai  there  was  a  better  field  for 
his  labors  in  the  young  and  growing  State  of  .Michi- 
gan, he  at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  Hillsdale 
County,  where  he  tilled  its  primitive  soil  success- 
fully. His  first  visit  to  Michigan  was  made  in 
1833,  while  it  was  a  Territory,  and  two  years  later 
he  made  settlement  in  Hillsdale.  There  he  re- 
mained until  1864,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and 
removed  to  Three  Rivers,  where  he  engaged  in  the 

manufacture    of  w len    pumps,   conducting  that 

business  with  reasonable  success  until  1877.      He  is 


now  retired  from  active  labor,  but  still  makes  his 
home  in  Three  Rivers,  an  honored  citizen,  and  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  competence  acquired  by  years 
of  industry.  He  has  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  public  matters,  but  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Town  Council  for  several  terms.  When  a  youth 
his  opportunities  for  education  were  limited,  but 
his  native  shrewdness  and  close  observation  have 
made  him  a  well-informed  man. 

At  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  to  Three 
Rivers,  Warren  J.  Willits  was  but  a  boy  of  fourteen 
years.  His  life  has  since  been  spent  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  which  he  still  calls  home,  and 
which  is  proud  to  own  him  as  one  of  its  best  citi- 
zens, lie  began  his  business  career  as  clerk  in  the 
feed  store  of  V.  B.  Clark,  with  whom  he  remained 
two  years.  Subsequently  he  clerked  in  the  post- 
office  under  A.  1>.  Ranney,  and  tilled  that  position 
acceptably  for  a  period  of  three  years.  Next  as 
book-keeper  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Michigan 
Pump  Company,  with  which  he  was  connected  four 
years. 

Having  now  accumulated  some  capital,  Mr. 
Willets  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father,  and 
they  conducted  the  manufacture  of  pumps  one 
year,  when  the  business  was  merged  into  the  firm 
Of  Willits  &  Webb,  which  partnership  continued 
about  five  years.  In  1879  our  subject  associated 
himself  with  George  S.  Sheffield,  the  inventor  of 
what  is  called  the  railroad  velocipede,  and  began 
the  manufacture  of  the  same  in  a  small  way  under 
the  firm  name  of  George  S.  Sheffield  &  Co.  They 
sold  the  first  few  machines  manufactured  to  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  and  the  result  of  this 
was  a  growing  demand,  which  compelled  them  to 
enlarge  the  capaeitj  of  their  works,  and  conduct 
the  business  on  a  more  extensive  scale. 

Mr.  Sheffield  finally  disposed  of  his  interest 
therein  in  1882,  and  a  joint  stock  company  was 
formed  under  the  name  of  the  "Sheffield  Veloci- 
pede Car  Company,"  the  entire  stock  being  owned 
by  Warren  J.  Willits.  E.  B.  Linsley  and  R.  II. 
Webb.  Mr.  Willits  is  President,  Mr.  Linsley 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Welti)  Vice 
President.  Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the 
company,  they  began  the  manufacture  of  handcars 
and  push  cars.     Five  years  later   they   began   put- 
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after  emerging  from  the  district  school  entered  the 
academy  at  Orland,  where  he  completed  his  studies. 
Thereafter  he  employed  himself  at  clerking  in  a 
store  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  Imbued 
with  the  patriotism  of  his  forefathers,  who  had  been 
in  a  marked  degree  the  upholders  of  liberty  and 
justice,  he  proffered  his  services  to  his  country,  en- 
listing in  Company  A.  29th  Indiana  Infantry,  giv- 
ing a  service  of  nearly  three  years.  His  regiment 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
operated  mostly  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama 
and  Georgia.  Mr.  Sabin  within  a  year  after  enlist- 
ment was  promoted  to  the  post  of  Hospital  Steward, 
and  met  the  enemy  at  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Stone  River,  Chickamauga.  and  in  other  desperate 
engagements.  He  escaped  wounds  and  imprison- 
ment, but  on  the  1st  of  January,  18G4.  received  a 
severe  fall  on  the  ice  at  Stevenson,  Ala.,  from 
which  bis  right  leg  suffered  permanent  injury.  He 
remained  in  the  army,  however,  until  September, 
1801,  and  then,  or.  account  of  an  affection  of  the 
e3'es,  was  obliged  to  accept  his  honorable  discharge. 
Later  his  injured  limb  began  troubling  him,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  have  an  amputation  performed  in 
February,  1883. 

After  leaving  the  service  Mr.  Sabin  returned  to 
his  native  town,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk 
in  a  dry-goods  store.  Later  he  migrated  to  Ed- 
gerton, Ohio,  remaining  there,  however,  only  a 
short  time.  Thence  he  came  to  Centreville,  this 
county,  in  February,  1870,  and  in  September  fol- 
lowing engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Nottawa, 
which  he  conducted  until  1879.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  officiated  as  Postmaster  of  that  place,  from 
January,  1871,  until  the  time  of  his  removal.  In 
the  spring  of  1871  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  served  continuously  as  such  (being  re- 
elected in  1876)  until  March,  1ST'.),  when  he  re- 
moved to  Franklin  County.  Neb.,  in  hopes  that  a 
change  of  climate  might  1m-  a  benefit  to  his  health. 
In  November,  1879,  he  returned  to  Edgerton, 
Ohio,  and  engaged  in  dairying,  and  the  manufactur- 
ing of  cheese  one  season.  Subsequently  he  resumed 
mercantile  business  in  that,  place.  He  returned  to 
Michigan  in  October,  1883,  locating  in  Centreville, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  soon 
established  a  ding  business,  in  which  he  is   at  pres- 


ent engaged.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  drugs,  medi- 
cines, paints,  oils,  books  and  stationery,  wall  pa- 
pers, notions  and  family  groceries.  His  capital 
stock  is  $3,000,  and  his  annual  sales  aggregate  about 
$5,500.  His  courteous  dealing  and  promptness  in 
meeting  his  obligations  have  secured  for  him  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  his  many  patrons,  and  he 
occupies  a  good  position  in  both  social  and  business 
circles. 

Mr.  Sabin  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  He  has  officiated 
as  Town  Treasurer  two  years,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  Clerk  since  the  spring  of  1888.  He  is 
also  the  Assessor  of  his  school  district.  He  was 
married  in  Edgerton,  Ohio,  Feb.  24,  1869,  to  Miss 
Amelia  A.  Long,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  who  was 
born  Sept.  12.  1848.  Mrs.  Sabin  is  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Anna  (Backus)  Long,  who  were  na- 
tives respectively  of  France  and  Maryland,  and 
both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children — Frank  A.,  Harry  C.  and 
Clara  A.  Mr.  Sabin  identified  himself  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  in  1  807,  and  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of   the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 
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MOS  C.  WOLF  came  to  this  county  in  May, 
1833,  a  little  pioneer  four  years  of  age,  ac- 

11  lii  companied  by  his  parents.  His  father. 
John  Wolf,  of  whom  ample  mention  is 
made  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  settled  on  section 
27,  in  Lockport  Township,  taking  up  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  from  which  he  constructed  a  comforta- 
ble homestead,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  lie  was  born  in  Columbia  County.  Pa.,  Nov. 
17,  1791,  and  died  at  the  age  of   fifty-sis  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Barbara  Ann 
(Drescher)  Wolf,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
survived  her  husband  a  number  of  years,  and  died 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Lockport  Township,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four.  John  Wolf  was  greatly  pros- 
pered in  his  Western  venture,  and  in  time  became 
the  proprietor  of  800  broad  acres  lying  on  sections 
27  and  22.  the  whole  of  which  he  brought  toagood 
state  of  cultivation.  His  energy  and  industry  were 
proverbial,  his  honesty  and  integrity  uninipeacha- 
•». 
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was  niie  of  the  principal  movers  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Farmers'  Hank  of  Three  Rivers,  becom- 
ing a  stockholder  and  director,  which  position  he 
held  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  spring  of 
L876.  lie  was  married,  in  L853,  to  Miss  Maria, 
second  daughter  and  fifth  child  of  Charles  and 
Mary  Macomber.  Of  this  union  there  are  two 
sons  living,  twins,  Henry  15.  and  Frank  B.  One 
child  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Smith,  politically,  was  an  active  Republican, 
and  financially,  a  successful  business  man.  leaving 
a  large  estate  in  lands  and  money.  After  his  death 
Mrs.  Smith  purchased  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Henry  Diekerson  residence,  a  handsome  two-story 
brick,  one  of  the  most  desirable  dwellings  in  the 
city.  Immediately  opposite  is  another  fine  brick 
residence  belonging  to  the  Smith  estate.  Mrs.  S. 
was  burn  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  removed 
with  her  parents  to  Michigan  when  twelve  years 
old.  Besides  the  property  already  mentioned,  she 
has  a  good  farm  just  across  the  line  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  the  two  sons  own  a  valuable  tract  of 
improved  land  in  Cass  County,  which  they  are 
operating  to  excellent  advantage. 
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R.    DARIUS   C.    GEE.      Three    Rivers   has 
no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  her  professional 

men.  and  as  connected  with  the  practice  of 
medicine,  the  gentleman  whose  name  pre- 
faces this  sketch  occupies  a  good  position  among 
his  brethren.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having 
been  born  at  Ann  Arbor,  April  II.  1829.  His 
parents  were  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Cross)  (ice.  the 
father  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the  mother  of 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  The  elder  (ice  left  New 
England  early  in  life,  and  was  married  in  the  Em- 
pire State.  Thence  he  migrated  to  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory as  early  as  1826,  eleven  years  before  it  was 
admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  state. 

Ann  Arbor  at  the  time  Benjamin  (ice  came  to 
this  section  of  country  was  but  a  small  village  of 
a  lew  illy  constructed  houses.  'lie  family  lived 
there  ten  years,  and  in  I83C  came  to  this  county, 
locating  in  Centreville,  also  at  that  time  but  the 
beginning  of  a  town,  where  the  father  pursued  his 
-4* 


trade  of  mason  and  plasterer.  He  lived  thirty- 
seven  years  thereafter,  his  death  taking  place  in 
I  s;7,°>,  when  he  was  quite  well  advanced  in  years. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  a  number  of 
years,  her  death  taking  place  in  Nottawa  Township, 
in  October,  1HK7.  when  she  was  probably  seventy- 
six  years  old. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eleven  children,  six  sons  and  live  daughters,  seven 
of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and  five  are  still 
living.  Of  these,  Darius  C,  our  subject,  was  the 
second  born.  He  was  a  mere  child  when  coming 
to  this  county,  and  his  early  education  was  con- 
ducted in  the  schools  of  Centreville.  When  reach- 
ing man's  estate  he  decided  to  adopt  the  medical 
profession,  and  accordingly  entered  the  ortiee  of 
his  paternal  uncle,  1!.  S.  (ice,  under  whose  instruc- 
tion he  read  medicine,  and  then  took  a  course  of 
lectures  in  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  When  the  course  was  ended  he 
returned  to  Centreville,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  consequence  of 
close  at  t  cad  ion  to  business,  accumulated  a  comforta- 
ble property,  and  still  continues  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  good  patronage. 

In  years  gone  by  Dr.  Gee  has  taken  a  great  de- 
light in  hunting  the  game  which  abounded  in  this 
country  in  the  early  days.  deer,  bear  and  antelope, 
and  in  Kansas  the  buffalo  and  wild  turkey.  The 
Doctor  when  but  a  boy  took  his  first  lessons  in  the 
art  of  killing  the  deer  from  Columbia  Lancaster, 
one  of  the  founders  of  Centreville  and  President 
of  the  Red  Dog  Bank,  one  of  those  wild  cat 
banks  that  were  Mattered  over  the  country  in  an 
early  day.  The  Doctor  has  a  fine  collection  of 
birds  in  his  office,  also  buffalo  horns,  deer  heads,  etc., 
that  succombed  to  his  unerring  aim.  The  writer 
saw  in  his  possession  a  flint  which  be  procured  at 
Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  which  measured  twelve  and 
one-fourth  inches  in  length  and  five  and  three- 
fourth  inches  in  width,  being  fiat  and  oval  in  shape. 

Dr.  Gee  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate 
.Ian.  23,  1853,  Miss  Henrietta  Powers,  of  Nottawa. 
this  county.  Mrs.  Oee  was  born  Sept.  21,  1835, 
and  died  Nov.  23,  1874,  in  Wasepi,  this  township. 
she  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Almina  (Fields) 
Powers,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  spent 
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natives  of  Northumberland  County.  Upon  leaving 
their  native  State  John  Fulkerson  and  family  re- 
moved to  Summit  County,  Ohio,  which  place  they 
made  their  home  until  the  death  of  their  father, 
Aug.  24,  L863.  The  mi  it  her  then  came  to  tins 
county  and  made  her  home  with  her  .son,  our  sub- 
ject, until  her  demise,  Sept.  19,  1887. 

The  parental  family  included  twelve  children, of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  order  of 
birth.  He  first  saw  the  light  in  Summit  County. 
Feb.  16,  1841.  He  spent  his  early  days  in  the 
above-named  county,  occupied  with  the  sports  and 
pastimes  incident  to  childhood,  and  gradually  tak- 
ing his  place  amid  the  sterner  duties  of  youth  and 
young  manhood.  Mingling  with  the  exercises  of 
the  school-house  were  those  which  could  be  in- 
trusted to  him  in  connection  with  farming,  until, 
almost  unconsciously  to  himself,  he  was  ready  to 
take  his  place  as  an  able  worker  in  any  department 
thereof.  He  remained  at  home  until  the  death  of 
his  father,  with  the  exception  of  one  and  one-half 
years,  and  always  lent  a  willing  hand  toward  light- 
ening the  many  duties  devolving  upon  his  father. 
The  farm  of  our  subject  was  embellished  with  all 
the  necessary  buildings  and  machinery  used  by  the 
modern  agriculturist. 

George  W.  Fulkerson  andMiss  Nancy  DeHaven, 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (McKnight)  DeHaven, 
were  united  in  marriage  Ma\  26,  1864.  This  event 
took  place  in  New  Bedford,  Pa.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  FulkerSOn  were  horn,  the  father  Sept.  13, 
1793,  and  the  mother  Sept.  20,  1799.  They  also 
settled  in  Summit  County.  Ohio,  remaining  there 
until  their  death,  that  of  the  father  taking  place 
in  March.  1875,  and  the  mother  Feb.  10,  1857. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  DeHaven  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  F.  was  the  youngest 
but  one.  She  hailed  from  the  same  State  ami 
county  as  our  subject,  July  1(1.  1840,  having  been 
the  date  of  her  birth.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  the  proud  parents  of  a  daughter,  (die  A.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  (  .  A.  Howard,  of  Constantine;  and  a 
son.  Clark  B.,  who  resides  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Our  subject  takes  great  interest  in  the  political 
situation,  and  casts  his  vote  upon  the  side  of  the 
Union  Labor  [arty.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  three  \  ears,  and  discharged 


all  duties  of  that  office  in  a  highly  satisfactory 
manner.  His  wife  is  a  member  and  regular  attend- 
ant of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fulkerson  are  known  and  respected  by  every- 
body, and  no  more  hospitable  home  than  theirs 
may  be  found  in  this  region.  A  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  sound  business  principles,  the  word 
of  our  subject  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  his  name  will  be  remembered  with  gratitude 
long  alter  he  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  In 
1862  and  1863  our  subject  belonged  to  Company 
II.  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  under   ('apt.  Stall. 
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)!/_,  OsKA  BURCH.  As  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  pioneer  element  of  this  county, 
a  man  who  came  to  it  in  his  boyhood  and 
))  has  steadily  clung  to  the  State  of  his  adop- 
tion, the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
is  worthj  of  ample  recognition.  A  self-made  man 
in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word,  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  early  in  life,  learning  self- 
reliance  and  independence  of  character,  and  at  the 
same  time  learned  the  important  lesson  that  honesty 
is  the  best  policy,  and  uprightness  the  Mirest  safe- 
guard in  all  relal ions  of  life. 

Mr.  Burch  has  had  an  ample  experience  in  the 
business  walks  of  life,  and  has  made  the  most  of 
hi-  opportunities,  keeping  his  eyes  open  to  what 
was  going  on  around  him,  and  learning  things  of 
more  practical  value  oftentimes  than  classical  book 
knowledge.  At  present  he  is  conducting  one  of 
the  mosl  nourishing  livery,  sale  and  feed  stables 
within  the  Hunts  of  Three  Rivers.  Such  has  been 
his  deportment  among  his  business  associates  and 
in  the  community  at  large,  that  he  is  a  man  invari- 
ably well  spoken  of.  and  thus  enjoys  a  generous 
patronage  from  the  best  class  of  people  in  Three 
Rivers  and   vicinity. 

Washington  (  ounty,  X.  Y ..  was  the  childhood 
home  of  our  subject,  and  where  his  birth  took 
place  in  the  town  of  Hebron.  Aug.  17.  1828;  His 
father.    Peter    Burch,   was   a    native  of   the   same 

State,  and   a    farmer    by    Occupation.      The    mother 
was    in    her    girlhood    .Miss    Anna    Scott,   and    she 
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in  assisting  his  parents  as  his  strength  and  knowl- 
edge permitted.  He  remained  under  the  parental  | 
roof  until  the  death  of  his  father,  being  then  a 
youth  of  nineteen  years.  Soon  afterward  he  and 
his  brother  Amos  assumed  the  management  of  the 
homestead,  which  at  this  time  comprised  250  acres 
on  section  21.  The  brothers  operated  in  partner- 
ship five  years,  and  then  Thomas  15.  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  the  property  to  Amos.  The  two  then 
purchased  together  160  acres  on  section  34,  Lock- 
port  Township,  after  which  another  brother  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Amos  in  this  ICO  acres,  only 
twenty-two  of  which  had  been  brought  to  a  state  of 
cultivation.  Thomas  B.  and  A.  C.  improved  to- 
gether the  balance  of  this  land,  and  our  subject  re- 
mained upon  it  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  He  then 
sold  forty  acres  to  his  brother  John,  and  traded  the 
remaining  120  to  his  brother  Daniel  for  eighty 
acres  on  section  oh.  From  this  latter  he  con- 
structed a  good  homestead,  where  he  has  since 
lived. 

The  22d  of  March,  1854,  witnessed  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  with  Miss  Charlotte  Kloek.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Montgomery  County.  N.  Y..  Sept. 
14,  1829,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Eliza- 
beth (Right)  (Fox)  Kloek.  who  were  natives  of 
Montgomery.  N.  Y.,  and  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  the  Empire  State.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Montgomery  County,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing, and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy -three  years. 
The  mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent 
land  in  middle  age,  when  forty-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Wolf  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young  girl 
of  fifteen  years,  in  company  with  her  sister  Cath- 
erine, Mis.  Yauney,  who  is  living  in  Centreville  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three.  She  was  the  sixth  child 
of  the  parental  household,  which  numbered  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years.  The 
survivors  make  their  homes  mostly  in  Centreville 
anil  vicinity.  To  Mr.  ami  .Mrs.  Wolf  there  was 
born  one  child  only,  a  daughter.  Carrie  A.,  March 
29,1862.  She  was  given  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Lockport  and  Cen- 
treville, and  is  now  the  wite  of  E.  E.  Wilcox,  of 
Lockport;  they  were  married  Nov.  23,  1887.  Mr. 
Wolf  has  mostly  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  although  being  somewhat  conservative  in  his 
-<• 


ideas,  and  giving  his  support  to  the  men  whom  he 
considers  best  qualified  for  office.  In  addition  to 
his  farming  operations  he  has  found  that  the  feed- 
ing and  shipping  of  stock  is  a  profitable  industry, 
and  followed  this  about  twenty  years,  finding  a 
ready  market  at  Chicago,  Albany  and  Buffalo.  Mrs. 
Wolf,  a  very  estimable  lady,  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church.  Mr.  W.  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  at  Centreville. 
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EE  O.  MILLER,  a  dentist  commanding  a 
lucrative  practice  in  Three  Rivers,  and  oc- 
cupying a  good  position  in  its  business  and 
social  circles,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County.  May  1,  1849. 
His  parents,  Adam  and  Mercy  A.  (Mead)  Miller, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and 
are  now  living  in  St.  Joseph  County,  the  latter 
State.  The  father  is  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
the  parental  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 
There  were  two  daughters  and  six  sons,  and  of 
these  four  are  now    li\  ing. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Mr.  Miller  were  spent 
upon  the  farm,  and  he  conned  his  early  lessons  in 
the  district  school.  Later  he  became  a  student  in 
the  Northwestern  University  of  Indianapolis,  and 
s after  leaving  this  institution  entered  the  col- 
lege at  Eureka,  111.,  where  he  took  a  two-years 
course,  lie  was  then  obliged  to  abandon  his  studio 
on  accounl   of    failing    health,  and    as   soon  as    able 

engaged  in  farming.  In  the  midst  of  this  employ- 
ment he  became  stout  and  hearty,  but  his  tastes 
inclined  to  a  professional  career,  and  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  prepare  himself  for  the  practice  of  den- 
tistry. 

With  this  end  in  view  Mr.  Miller  entered  the 
office  of  s.  M.  Cummins,  of  Elkhart.  Ind.,  where 
he  was  thoroughly  initiated  into  the  intricacies  of 
this  important  calling.     He  selected  Three   Rivers 

for  the  scene  of  his  future  operations,  opened  an 
otliee.  and  soon  found  himself  sufficient  l\  busy,  lie 
has  a  practical  knowledge  of  dentistry,  and  his 
otliee  is    properly  fitted    up  with  all    the  appliances 

necessary    for    the    execution    of    first-class    work. 
•► 
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passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years  Of 
Mrs.  Fitch's  union  with  our  subject  there  were  five 
children,  of  whom  hut  two  are  living.  One  son, 
Samuel,  died  when  a  promising  young  man  of 
twenty-two  years,  of  heart  disease,  while  serving  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army;  the  second  child  died 
in  infancy  unnamed  :  Edward  II.  was  taken  from  the 
household  circle  when  a  little  lad  eight  years  of  age. 
The  survivors  are:  Milton  B.,  who  married  Miss 
Susan  Caseman;  he  occupies  a  good  farm  on  sec- 
tion 31,  in  Lockport  Township,  and  is  the  father 
of  three  children.  Franklin  N.  married  Miss  Alice 
Tackelberry ;  they  have  four  children. 
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^  AMl'F.L  P.  ADAMS,  a  pioneer  of '35,  when 
coming  first  to  this  county  located  on  a 
farm  in  Flowerfield  Township,  where  he 
spent  two  years.  In  1856  he  changed  his 
residence  to  the  suburbs  of  Three  Rivers,  purchas- 
ing forty  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  now  lies  in 
the  corporate  limits,  and  is  valuable  property.  He  is 
now  practically  retired  from  active  labor,  is  a  man 
of  means,  and  able  to  live  at  his  ease,  lie  owns  a 
farm  of  240  acres  in  Flowerfield  Township,  and 
22o  acres  in  Fabius  Township,  besides  his  presenl 
home.  He  still  superintends  the  operations  of  his 
farm,  which  is  largely  devoted  to  stock-raising. 

The  farm  of  Mi-.  Adams  in  Fabius  Township 
Lies  along  the  banks  of  <  lear  Lake,  now  a  popular 
resort  for  fishing  parties.  This  lake  is  fifty  feet 
above  the  level  of  Three  Rivers,  and  the  water  is 
of  the  quality  indicated  by  its  name,  fed  by  springs 
which  threw  up  in  summer  time  a  liquid  nearly  as 
cold  as  ice  water.  Mr.  Adams  may  properly  be 
named  anion"'  the  self-made  men  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  for  he  commenced  in  life  with  no  other 
means  than  his  own  resources,  and  has  gradually 
made  his  way  up  to  a  good  position,  socially  and 
financially.  His  family  consists  of  himself  and  his 
estimable  wife,  they  having  no  children. 

The  childhood  home  of  Mr.  Adams  was  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rochester,  Monroe  Co.,  X.  Y..  where 
he  was  born  -Inly  15.  1823.  His  father.  Dr.  John 
Adams,  was  a  noted  physician  and  surgeon,  and 
married  Miss  Sarah    Porter,  who.  like    himself,  was 


a  native  of  Berkshire,  Mass.  The  family  is  an  old 
and  highly  respected  .me.  of  English  extraction, 
and  was  first  represented  on  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic probably  during  the  Colonial  days. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  after  their  marriage. 
leaving  New  England,  settled  in  Henrietta.,  X.  Y., 
but  two  years  later  removed  to  Lyons,  in  Wayne 
(  ounty,  where  the  father  followed  the  practice  of 
his  profession  many  years,  and  where  he  spent 
his  declining  years;  the  mother  is  also  deceased. 
The  parental  household  included  four  children,  of 
whom  Samuel  P..  our  Subject,  was  the  eldest  born. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  at  Lyons,  and 
later  became  a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  which  occu- 
pation he  followed  about  four  years.  After  this 
he  engaged  a-  a  contractor  for  canals,  railroads, 
bridges,  and  other  public  works,  until  making  up 
his  mind  to  settle  in  the  farther  West.  He  was 
married  in  Newark.  N.  Y..  in  1857,  to  S«xie». 
daughter  of  Liberty  and  Lucy  Straw;  she  was  born 
in  New  York  in   I  83  1 . 

LIAS  IJ.  WILLEMIN.  From  the  Keystone 
State  there  have  emanated  some  of  the  most 
substantia]  men  of  the  West.  Within  her 
borders  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  in  Union 
County.  Oct.  8,  1818.  His  first  recollections  are  of 
the  modest  homestead  in  the  township  of  Union. 
Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  amid  the  simple  pursuits 
of  farm  life,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon school.  In  the  spring  of  1840,  when  a  young 
man  of  twenty- two  years,  he  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Indiana,  and  remained  a  member  of  his 
father's  household  until  the  death  of  the  latter, 
which  occurred  in  1844.  Two  years  later,  Elias  K., 
starting  out  for  himself,  commenced  farming  in  In- 
diana, but  in  the  fall  of  that  year  determined  to  seek 
his  fortunes  on  the  soil  of  Michigan.  The  month 
of  \,,vrui!ier  found  him  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Moorepark,  Park  Township,  upon  a  rented  farm 
belonging  to  E.  S.  Moore,  and  which  he  operated 
two  years.  He  then  removed  to  the  farm  of  his 
uncle,  George  Hill,  conducting  this  also  two  years. 
Li  November  of  1850  our  subject  purchased  of 
Benjamin  Gould,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  eighty  acres  of 
wild   laud    one    mile    south    of   Moorepark.       This 
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in  Florence  Township.  Iiis  fine  farm  being  located 
very  pleasantly  on  section  L 3,  and  he  is  closely 
identified  with  the  public  life  of  the  place,  he 
being  Supervisor  <>f  the  township,  of  which  office 
lie  has  been  an  incumbenf  for  a  number  of  years. 
'  Henry  Van  Buren,  the  father  of  our  subject,  "'as 
born  in  New  York.  Feb.  9,  1803.  In  1835  he  came 
to  White  Pigeon,  this  county,  and  located  some 
land;  be  then  returned  to  his  native  state.  After 
his  marriage  in  1837,  he  again  came  to  Michigan, 
this  time  accompanied  i>\  his  young  bride,  with  the 
intention  of  staying  and  casting  in  his  lot  with  the 
early  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  lie  took  an 
active  part  in  developing  the  farming  interests  of 
the  county,  and  was  for  many  years  a  useful  and 
valued  citizen  until  his  death.  Sept,  12.  1876,  at 
Constantine.  Ilis  respected  wife  still  survives  him, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son.  our  subject.  But 
one  other  child  was  born  of  her  marriage,  Eliza, 
now  the  wife  of  David  II.  Jones,  of  Hamilton.  Mo., 
to  whom  she  was  wedded  April    10,  1856. 

William  II.  Van  Buren,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
biography,  was  born  in  Florence,  March  .">.  1847. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  home  on  the  farm 
and  at  school.  In  1855-56  lie  was  a  student  at 
Hillsdale  College,  Michigan,  and  he  thus  received 
a  sound,  practical  education.  On  his  return  from 
college  he  passed  some  time  on  the  old  homestead. 
assisting  his  father  in  the  management  of  his  farm- 
ing interests.  In  1871  he  commenced  his  career  as 
an  agriculturist,  purchasing  at  that  time  his  present 
farm.  This  comprises  155  acres  of  arable,  highly 
cultivated  land,  with  neat  and  substantial  build- 
ings and  many  other  indications  that  our  subject 
has  prospered  abundantly  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
chosen  calling.  He  has  been  extensively  and  profit- 
ably engaged  in  breeding  finely  graded  cattle,  but 
now  makes  general  fanning  his  business. 

In  1870  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  married  a!  C'entre- 
ville  to  Caroline,  the  youngest  daughter  of  John 
Major,  a  native  of  New  York.  Her  father  was  born 
in  1810,  and  died  at  Centreville  in  1857.  His  wife. 
who  survives  him  at  an  advanced  age.  was  born 
Dec.  25,  1811.  Mr.  .Major  was  a  farmer  and  mason 
by  trade,  ami  he  first  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
family  in  1835.  They  soon  returned  to  New  York, 
where  they    remained    two    years.      In     1837    thev 


came  back  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Centreville. 
where  Mr.  Major  engaged  in  business.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Major,  and  the 
date  of  the  birth  of  their  daughter  Caroline,  wife  of 
our  subject,  was  Dec.  12.  1848.  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Van 
Buren  have  one  child.  Rosslyn  II.,  born  Jan.  28, 
1875. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  is  a  man  of  exemplary  habits,  and 
in  this  county,  of  which  he  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident,  it  is  the  general  testimony  of  all  who 
know  him  that  he  is  upright  and  manly  in  his  eon- 
duct,  always  true  to  his  obligations,  whether  in 
public  or  private  life.  He  is  often  called  to  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  in  whatever 
office  he  is  placed  he  discharges  its  duties  with  the 
signal  ability  that  has  always  characterized  his  un- 
dertakings, lie  has  held  the  offices  of  School  In- 
spector. Township  Clerk  and  Supervisor  fora  num- 
ber  of  years,  being  Supervisor  at  the  present  time. 


-3«*- 


y^ff  LBERT  G.  BARTON.     The  name  of  this 
~X-JI     gentleman  is  familiarh'  known  to  the  busi- 
!j    A     ness   men  of  this  county  as  that  of  the  in- 
(f?^  ventor  and  manufacturer  of  the  Champion 

Hay  Rack  and  Chief  Land  Roller,  the  works  being 
located  at  the  l.ockpoit  part  of  Three  Rivers.  Ag- 
riculture has  received  its  best  impetus  from  the 
hand>  of  the  inventive  genius,  and  Mr.  Barton  is 
recognized  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  talent 
and  skill  in  connection  with  this  industry,  which  has 
such  a  vast  influence  upon  the  success  and  prosper- 
ity of  a  county  and  State. 

The  early  tramping  ground  of  our  subject  was  iu 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  12, 
1836.  The  family  is  of  English  extraction,  and  the 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Henry  and  Hannah 
(Hopping)  Barton,  both  of  whom  died  when  their 
son  Albert  ('..  was  a  mere  lad.  The  mother  was 
a  descendant  of  the  early  settlers  of  Virginia, 
people  of  prominence  and  influence,  who  contributed 
greatly  to  its  growth  and  development. 

Thus  early  left  an  orphan,  young  Barton  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  after  leaving  his 
grandfather  Hopping,  to  whom  he  was  bound  until 
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ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


beskles  holding  other  positions  of  trust.  Coming 
here  in  the  pioneer  days  he  assisted  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  township,  and  has  always  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party.  His  boys  are  of 
the  same  political  persuasion.  George  is  largely 
interested  in  the  growing  of  peppermint,  and  both 
the  sons  deal  quite  extensively  in  this  article.  The 
father,  in  June,  1881,  was  stricken  with  paralysis, 
and  has  since  been  quite  helpless.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  men  in  the  State  of  Michigan  to  introduce 
the  culture  of  peppermint  and  its  distillation. 


ft,  ONATHAN  HOATS,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Park  Township,  a  man  well  known  and 
greatly  respected,  was  born  Oct.  26,  1804,  in 
Northampton  County.  Pa.,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  this  township,  April  17,  1886.  He  traced 
among  his  ancestors  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier. 
He  spent  his  early  life  amid  the  scenes  of  his  birth- 
place, and  in  early  manhood  was  married  in  Colum- 
bia County.  Pa.,  to  Miss  Mary  Sechler,  who  bore 
him  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living: 
The  eldest,  John,  is  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers,  this 
State;  Hannah  married  Charles  Thorns,  of  Saline 
County,  Kan. ;  William  B.  resides  in  Park  Township; 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  James  D.  Marsh,  of  Topeka, 
Kan.,  and  Edward  is  a  resident  of  Park  Township. 
The  deceased  children,  George  and  Sarah  C  passed 
away  at  the  ages  of  twenty-six  and  thirty-one.  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Hoats  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  a  few 
months  after  it  had  been  converted  from  a  Territory 
into  a  State,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  settled  on  a 
tract  of  land  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  what 
is  now  the  Hoats  homestead.  He  lived  there  for  a 
period  of  sixteen  years,  then  removed  to  section  19, 
securing  a  partially  cleared  tract.  Here  he  lived 
and  labored,  enduring  all  the  vicissitudes  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  in  due  time  met  with  the  reward  of 
his  toils  in  the  establishment  of  a  comfortable 
homestead.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  several  years  after  coming  to  the  new- 
country,  frequently  shouldering  his  tools  early  in 
the  morning  and  walking  seven  miles  before  break- 
fast to  begin  his  day's  labor.     The  road  over  which 


he  traveled,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  guiltless  of 
pavements,  and  he  thus  performed  what  in  these 
days  would  be  considered  a  good  day's  work  on  his 
seven-mile  journey.  The  men  of  those  days,  how- 
ever, were  of  hardy  muscle  and  determined  spirit, 
and  accomplished  great  feats  in  a  very  quiet  and 
unostentatious  manner. 

A  member  of  the  church  and  a  liberal  contribu- 
tor to  all  the  enterprises  calculated  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community.  Mr.  Hoats  was  highly 
esteemed  among  his  neighbors  as  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  his  township.  He  was  public-spirited 
and  liberal,  and  frequently  served  unpaid  in  the 
various  local  offices,  being  Highway  Commissioner, 
and  occupying  other  positions  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. Politically,  he  was  an  uncompromising 
Democrat.  The  mother  died  in  1883,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three,  having  been  born  in  1809.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Three  Rivers. 

William  B.  Hoats  was  born  in  Park  Township, 
St.  Joseph  County,  Sept.  20,  1844,  and  was  reared 
amid  the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life.  He  grew  up 
with  well-developed  muscles  and  those  habits  of 
industry  and  economy  which  had  served  his  honored 
sire  so  well  all  through  life.  He  acquired  a  practi- 
cal education  in  the  district  schools,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  a  man  of  twenty-eight  years, 
when  he  was  married,  Feb.  27,  1873,  to  Miss 
Amanda  Deals.  This  lady'  was  the  daughter  of 
Grautuui  and  Theresa  (Mack)  Deats, of  Park  Town- 
ship, who  were  natives  of  Northampton  County,  Pa., 
and  are  yet  living.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  three  children — Edna,  Roy  and  Florence. 
William  Hoats  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Three  Rivers.  He 
has  a  one-sixth  interest  in  the  235  acres  of  land 
comprising  the  homestead. 
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•^  HAUNCEY   ORTON.     Numberless  tine  old 
1  families  are  represented  in  St.  Joseph  County 

^^'  by  a  younger  generation,  who  are  bearing  the 
mantles  of  their  sires  in  a  most  praiseworthy  man- 
ner. Among  these  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
deserving  of  more    than  a   passing  mention.     His 
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ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


(  >ur  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Cora  M.  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Anne  E.  (Brewer)  White.  She 
was  born  Dee.  17.  1858,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  is  a 
Democrat. 


JyosLVII  WOLF,  one  of  the  solid  farmers  of 
l  Florence  Township,  commenced  businessfor 
i  himself  when  a  young  man  twenty-seven 
/  years  of  age  as  a  farmer  on  section  34,  in 
Lockport  Township,  having  secured  130  acres,  of 
which  he  took  possession  in  the  spring  of  1846.  He 
occupied  this  farm  until  the  spring  of  1881,  then 
changed  his  residence  to  Florence  Township  where 
he  has  loo  acre  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation! 
with  suitable  farm  buildings  and  all  the  other  con- 
veniences for  carrying  on  agriculture  in  a  profitable 
manner.  He  still  retains  ownership  of  his  Lock- 
port  Township  farms  and  has  also  other  property 
in  the  county.  Our  subject  first  opened  his  <•>  es  to 
the  light  in  the  Keystone  State,  at  North  Branch, 
Columbia  County,  Aug.  8,  1819,  where  he  lived 
until  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age,  and  where  his  early 

education  was  conducted  in  the  common  scl Is. 

lie  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents  and  remained 
with  them  until  twenty-seven  year-  of  age.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  he  naturally  assumed  the 
management  of  the  estate,  bul  in  1833,  having  a 
desire  to  locale  permanently  in  the  West,  he  made 
his  way  to  this  county.  Here,  not  long  afterward. 
he  found  a  wife,  being  married  in  Lockport  Town- 
ship. Dec.  13,  1842,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Wescott. 
This  lady  was  horn  in  Fayette.  Onondaga  Co., 
N.  Y..  Now  I,  1820,  and  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen 
years  came  to  Michigan  with  her  father.  Samuel 
Wescott.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  Westchester 
County,  X.  Y..  and  born  in  1772.  Cpon  approach- 
ing manhood  he  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker, 
which  he  followed  in  his  native  state  a  number  of 
years.  There  he  also  married.  Nov.  18,  1802,  to 
Mis-  Deborah  Brown,  and  they  took  up  their  abode 
at  Fayette,  Onondaga  County,  where,  departing 
from  his  former  occupation,  Mr.  Brown  pure! 
a  farm,  upon  which  the  family  lived  until  coming 
to  this  county.     They  made  the  journey   hither  in 


the  fall  of  1827  anl  the  father  purchased  160  acres 
of  wild  land  from  which  he  improved  a  farm,  and 
where  both  parents  spent   many  years   in   comfort. 
The  mother  died  there  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 
Mrs.  Wolf  for  many  years,  and  until  her  marriage, 
was  her  father's  house  keeper,     lie  then   made  his 
home  with    her    in    Lockport   Township   until    his 
death,  which  occurred   Jan.  19.   1867.     After    the 
death  of  his  first   wife,    he  was   married   Aug.    30. 
1843,  to  Sarah  Clark,   who  is  now  deceased.     lie 
was  the  father  of   five  children.   Mrs.    Wolf  being 
the  youngest,  ami  she  is  now  the    only  one  living. 
Her  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal   Church.     The    stepmother  also  died  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Wolf  when  seventy-three  years  old. 
Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par- 
ent- of  one  child  only,  a  son,   Samuel  .1..   who  was 
born  Nov.  2:!.  1847,  and  still  lives  at  home  with 
hi-  father.     He  was  married  in  Florence  Town-hip 
Jan.  1.  1867,  to  Mi--  Emeline  I.,  daughter  of  Mor- 
gan   L.   and    Laura    (Powers)    Ketchum.   anil    they 
have  one  child,  a  son.  Frank,   who   was    born    Nov. 
1  1.  1S(J7.      The  -on  ha-  been  well  educated,  having 
completed  his  studies  in  the  Business    College    at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y..  and  is  now  Cashier  of  the  Ex- 
change Lank  of  Centreville.     In  tin-  bank  our  sub- 
ject and  hi.-  brothers,  Amos  ami  John,  are  among 
the  principal  stockholders:  the  first   mentioned  be- 
ing President.  Amos  Vice-President  and  Samuel  J., 
the  son  of  our  subject,  is  a  Director. 

Mrs.  Wolf  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  attending  services 
regularly  at  Florence  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
( fin-  subject  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles. 
He  has  never  sought  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  farm  and  his  business 
affairs. 


<J  AMESO.  CHILDS.  There  came  to  Michigan 
Territory  in  the  fall  of  1S34  a  lad  six  years 
of  age,  bearing  the  name  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  accompanied  by  his  parents, 
they  settling  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  two  miles  from 
the  present  site  of  Centreville,  the  county  seat. 
The  father,  Lloyd  Childs.  had  visited  this  count}' 
the  year  previously,  and  purchased  the  northwest 
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McKirlie,  daughter  of  Samuel  MeKirlie,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county.  Erastus  T.  was  educated 
in  the  Sturgis  schools,  and  for  a  time  after  attain- 
ing man's  estate  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  is 
widely  known  throughout  this  section,  is  a  man  of 
means  and  influence,  being  President  of  the  Minne- 
wiukon  Lake  Club,  which  has  the  monopoly  of  the 
lakeand  its  surroundings,  utilizing  them  as  a  pleasure 
resort.  Mr.  Parker  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  elec- 
tric light  plant,  and  during  a  period  of  four  years 
officiated  as  the  Mayor  of  Sturgis. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Oct.  5,  lsfi4,  to  Miss 
Adeline,  daughter  of  Balses  B.  Gardner,  who  set- 
tled in  Sturgis  Township  during  its  pioneer  days, 
on  the  Thornton  farm.  Of  this  union  there  have 
been  born  three  children,  two  only  of  whom  are 
living:  Burt  and  Nancy  B  The  family  occupies  a 
high  position  socially,  and  Mr.  Parker  is  numbered 
among  the  popular  men  of  the  county,  being  one 
of  a  family  of  pioneers  who  assisted  in  its  early 
growth  and  development.  lie  is  identified  with 
the  I.  O.  0.  F.  and  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has 
uniformly  signalized  himself  as  a  liberal. minded 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  giving  his  aid  to  the 
enterprises  best  calculated  for  the  general  good. 


— j9»^f»-^»»s?» 
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JONATHAN  F.  MILLER.     By  a  happy  dis- 
pensation of   Providence  one   man's   tastes 

j  lead  him  in  one  direction  and  those  of  his 
l.(jg)/'  neighbor  in  another.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  farmer  of  good  repute  in  Park  Township, 
has  for  a  number  of  years  been  interested  in  the 
diseases  of  the  equine  race,  and  for  some  time  has 
operated  as  a  veterinary  surgeon  successfully  in  his 
community.  He  has  studied  the  matters  connected 
with  his  profession,  in  which  he  takes  pride  and 
labors  conscientiously.  In  connection  with  this  he 
operates  a  good  farm  on  section  29. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  June 
15,  1827.  His  parents,  Frederick  and  Rebecca 
(Hess)  Miller,  were  natives  of  Centre  County,  Pa., 
and  his  uncle,  Daniel  Miller,  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  parental  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Dan- 
iel, a  fanner  of  Crawford  County,  111.;  David,  car- 
«•  


ryingon  agriculture  in  Stark  County,  Ohio;  Samuel, 
a  resident  of  Massillon,  that  State;  Lydia,  Mrs. 
Kerstetter,  residing  near  Massillon.  The  deceased 
are  Phillip,  Rachel,  Susan  and  Polly. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Stark  County.  Ohio,  locating  in  the  wil- 
derness, from  a  portion  of  which,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  boys,  he  built  up  a  good  homestead.  Jonathan 
F.,  like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  acquired  a  limited 
education  in  the  primitive  schools  of  that  time  and 
place,  his  studies  being  conducted  a  few  weeks  in 
the  year  during  the  winter  season.  He  was  fond 
of  his  books,  however,  and  availed  himself  of  every 
opportunity  for  the  acquirement  of  useful  knowl- 
edge. From  that  day  to  this  he  has  been  a  great 
leader,  and  is  consequently  an  intelligent,  well-in- 
formed man,  with  whom  it  is  both  pleasurable  and 
profitable  to  converse.  As  early  as  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years  he  became  interested  in  veterinary  work, 
for  which  he  seems  peculiarly  adapted.  The  period 
of  his  labors  has  now  stretched  over  a  term  of  for- 
ty-seven years.  This,  however,  was  interrupted  by 
his  services  in  the  army,  as  not  long  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted.  Oct.  15,1861, 
in  Company  I,  7th  Ohio  Infantry,  which  was  as- 
signed  to  the  Army  of  the  West.  He  continued 
with  his  regiment,  participating  in  many  of  the  im- 
portant engagements  of  the  war  until  its  close.  He 
was  present  at  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donelson,  Arkansas 
Post  and  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg  and 
Atlanta,  besides  m  many  minor  engagements  and 
skirmishes.  He  was  frequently  detailed  on  forage 
duty,  and  likewise  officiated  as  wagon  master,  be- 
ing often  intrusted  with  grave  responsibilities.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  service  he  in  company  with 
three  others  had  the  charge  of  a  medical  wagon. 
He  was  with  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman  in  its  march 
to  the  sea,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment received  an  honorable  discharge,  Jan.  3,  1864, 
at  Woodville.  Ala.  He  subsequently  veteranized, 
however,  continuing  in  the  service  until  the  close 
of  thi'  war. 

Mr.  Miller  now  returned  to  Stark  County.  Ohio. 
where  he  resumed  farming  and  the  duties  of  a  vet- 
erinary surgeon.  He  had  been  manic. I.  .Ian.  17, 
1850,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Armstrong,  and  of  this 
union  there  were  born  six  children.  Of  these  but 
•► 


h-«- 


ST.    .KisKI'M    (i>l    N  n 


t 

J 

01     ' 


m  el  j       I : 
K  I  ow  iiship,  tlifs 

walhan  I'..  «  i  i 

Bliip,  Lit  ia  mil  Hcli 

Un    M  iller  was  I i  A  ng    i  ;.  ITork 

nnd  is  the  (In  II  \  i  m 

strong,  h  li"  wore  i  I  heir 

i  ■  1 1 1 1 1 1  \  consisted   of  eh  v  en   children  •■  in  m 

are  I! 

Mi    Miller  in  the  spi  i  I 

with  lii-    little    family,  nnd   coining  i"   this 
count)  settled  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
occupies      I lere  he  In-  i BO 
land,  » bioh  he    has    brought    to   it-   pr<  si 
mainly   bj  laboi       1 1  Re]  m  po- 

In  i •  • : 1 1 f \ .  nnd  i  I  as  Model  atoi    in 

district      A  111  quentl)  called   u| ti 

i  harge  the  dul  .  he  luis  int  ariably 

declined,  i  me  and  attenl  ion  to 

■tin  •  1 1 1 ■  l  profession.    A  quiet,  unassuming  niam 
studii  i <f ill   in  lii-   i  has   It'- 

ll iem !  the  people  be  is  kn"» n, 

llf  has  foi  mini)  years  I n  :i  member  of  thi 

il  Church  and 

I ' S  he  belongs  to   the    M 

I )  nnd  i  lie  G,    \    R    I'osl   >:    I  bi  He 

i       surer  ••(  I 
and  S  \    ic    r- 


l;    l   \w  l:i  NCR  D.  KNOWLES     i 

and  -hi geon  of  1 1 

1      -  imt 
dm  i  \  •nil  '     ■ 

184SI,  in    ■    M  null  < 'hui       I  i , 

lows)   Know 

The  father  "f  oui 
and   boat  build  I 

Jr.,  was  |"i--.|    ii  imr- 

sued 

■ 

ill        1    -  '.Ml. |       ||«'       ■' 

OINpIo)     of     till 

«■ 


til  l 

i        when  be 

and    i 

«  here  be  purs I 

■ 
graduated   in  the  -, 

i. 

and  i 

■  iblishcd  bims 

:  I  h    u     M    l  I  the  tii  !••  of  Iki 

i   with  in. 
-.  buildii 

busi I  'i .  I.  «uli 

M  -  ■  riirec  H 

.if  much  inti'li 
in  -...  ial  i-ii. 


J  A  MES  i  i:.\  w  1  '  IRI I       l 
M 
tin 

journey   from 

with  his  p 

1  township.     'J 

\ 

I   lniilt  up  :i  gOo  I  b 
nn    n 

■ 

f:irill      III      I 

M    -       \ 

i 


-•► 


i 


.►  ir^r 


■•► 


602 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


the   latter  two  of  New  York  State.     Upon  leaving 

there  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Wisconsin, 
where  the  father  followed  fanning,  but  died  in 
Sherman  Township,  this  county,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-six 3'ears.  The  mother  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  J.  S.  Coffin,  in  Charles  City,  Iowa,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Crawford  was  the  second. 
Her  native  place  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany 
City,  N.  Y.,  and  the  date  of  her  birth  Dec.  1,  1831. 
Of  her  first  marriage  with  Francis  A.  Chambers  there 
was  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Frances,  who  was 
the  wife  of  -John  Robbins,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children,  two  only  of  whom  are  living.  Charles  and 
Jessie.  Francis  died  in  Lockport  Township  Jan.  18, 
1  888,  at  the  earl}' age  of  thirty -seven  years.  Of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  were  born  two  children: 
Mary  E..  March  17,  1862,  and  Norman  J..  Feb.  25, 
1S70.  The  daughter  is  at  home.  The  son  is  in 
Washington  Territory  employed  as  a  bookkeeper 
for  his  uncle,  Stephen  Coffin,  where  isalso employed 
Charles  Robbins.  Norman  Crawford  took  kindly 
to  his  books,  and  completed  a  practical  business 
education  in  the  college  at  Three  Rivers.  A  grand- 
son,   Charles    Robbins,    is   also    a   graduate   of  that 

college. 

-«»■   :        5> — ^irisr — >;        :   ■»• 

T  OHN  F.  WOLF.  To  every  intelligent  indi- 
vidual nothing  is  more  gratifying  or  a 
greater  source  of  worthy  pride,  than  to  be 
l(J^y  able  to  trace  his  ancestry  in  an  honorable 
line,  as  nearly  as  possible  to  his  origin.  The  Ger- 
man Empire  has  contribute.!  largely  to  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  American  prosperity,  sending  from 
her  borders  hundreds  of  stalwart  citizens,  noble 
in  nature  a>  well  as  in  lineage.  Among  the  descen- 
dants of  these  may  be  classed  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

To  go  back  several  generations  we  find  that  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  also  John  Wolf 
by  name,  was  a  native  of  Wittenberg,  a  fortified 
town  of  Prussian  Saxony,  and  was  born  April  18, 
lTiJ'.b  lie  diil  not  long  reside  in  his  native  coun- 
try, however,  having  been  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents  when  a  child  two  y ears  of  a»e.  They 
settled  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  -where  the  youth 
developed  into  manhood,  and  where  with  his  par- 
-«• — 


ents  he  spent  his  entire  life,  passing  away  April  is. 
1824.  He  married  and  became  the  father  of  a  tine 
family,  and  among  his  sons  was  one  John,  Jr.,  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in  Columbia 
County.  Pa..  Nov.  17.  17'.(4,  and  incorporated  in 
his  early  education  was  a  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage of  his  ancestors,  which  he  thoroughly  learned, 
in  fact  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  English,  he  picking 
up  a  knowledge  of  the  latter  late  in  life,  and  chiefly 
instructed  by  his  children.  His  intercourse  with  bis 
English-speaking  neighbors  also  assisted  him  in 
this.  His  mother,  the  paternal  grandmother  of  our 
subject,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Catherine  iloan. 
daughter  of  David  lloan.  a  man  of  note  in  the 
Keystone  State.  She  was  born  May  8,  1776,  and 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  came  to  Michigan 
and  -pent  her  last  days  in  Lockport  Township,  this 
county,  passing  away  Sept.  28,   1835. 

The  father  of  our  subject  in  early  manhood 
learned  the  trade  of  miller,  which  be  followed  al- 
most exclusively  during  the  last  eight  years  of  his 
residence  in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  spring  of  1834. 
resolved  upon  seeking  a  permanent  home  in  the 
West,  he  came  to  this  county  during  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Lockport  Township,  and  before  Michi- 
gan had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  He 
was  possessed  of  some  means  and  located  320  acres 
of  land  on  section  27.  where  he  made  his  home 
continuously  until  his  death,  lie  had  iii  the  mean- 
time engaged  considerably  in  milling;  in  addition 
io  farming,  his  practical  knowledge  of  the  former 
business  being  of  great  service  to  him  in  this  new 
country.  He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  dress 
the  stones  for  various  mills  in  the  county,  and  put 
the  machinery  in  operation.  A  man  very  intelli- 
gent, active  and  industrious,  he  made  hosts  of 
friends  and  was  with  hi-  excellent  wife  for  many 
years  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Centreville.  lie  rested  from  his  earthly 
labors  Oct.  Hi.  1854,  passing  peacefully  away  at 
the  old  homestead. 

Mrs.  Barbara  (Drescher)  Wolf,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
born  in  August.  1790.  She  was  married  in  her  na- 
tive county  and  accompanied  her  family  to  Michi- 
gan, passing  away  sonic  years  after  the  decease  of 
her  husband  on  the  2d  of   April.  1866,  at   the  resi- 
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Nancy  Clark,  who  passed  away  prior  to  the  decease 
of  her  husband,  lier  death  also  taking  ]>lace  at  the 
old  farm.  June  21,  1884.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  sons.  Charles,  the  elder,  was  born  April 
13,  1863.  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  becoming- 
familiar  with  its  various  employments  and  receiv- 
ing' his  education  in  the  common  school.  Frank, 
the  younger  son,  also  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and 
when  reaching  manhood  was  married,  at  Buchanan, 
Berrien  County,  this  State,  to  Miss  Fannie  Cave. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Marcellus  Township,  (ass 
County,  Sept.  7.  1867,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
L.  and  Lucina  Cave. 

The  former  was  a  native  of  England,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  early  in  life.  He 
came  to  Cass  County  during  its  early  settlement, 
and  after  opening  up  a  good  farm  spent  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  in  prosperity  and  quiet.  Mrs. 
Cave  was  born  in  Chagrin  Falls.  Ohio,  and  is  still 
living,  making  her  home  in  Lamoni,  Iowa.  Besides 
Mrs.  Osburn  there  are  three  other  daughters:  Ad- 
die,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Judson,  of  Covert;  Nettie  and 
Jessie,  who  live  with  their  mother  in  Iowa.  Both 
the  Cave  and  Osburn  families  represent  the  better 
element  of  society,  being  people  well-to-do  and  of 
good  standing  among  their  neighbors. 


ANIEL  M.  EVELAND,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Weekly  Globe,  Mendon, 
St.  Joseph  Co..  Mich.,  was  bom  in 
Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  22,  1836- 
His  parents  soon  after  removed  to  Port  Clinton,  in 
i  he  same  county,  where  our  subject  attended 
school  until  his  sixteenth  year.  He  then  entered 
the  office  of  I).  C.  &  -I.  M.  Reinhart,  at  Tamaqua, 
Pa.,  to  learn  the  trade  of  printing,  they  being  pro- 
prietors of  a  weekly  journal  called  the  Tamaqua 
Legion.  The  facilities  were  of  ilicinn-t  primitive 
kind,  and  young  Fveland  soon  had  an  opportunity 
to   develop  his   muscle  by  "pulling"  the  forms  of 

the  paper  on  i id  "Ramage"  press,  a  relic  of  the 

times  of  Franklin. 

For  three  years  our  subject  worked  for  those 
people  as  an  apprentice,  getting  such  an  insight 
into  his  chosen  vocation   as    could    be   had    in   that 

«•  


office.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  secured  employment  for  a  short 
time  in  various  offices,  but  no  permanent  position. 
His  next  move  was  to  Wilmington.  Del.,  where  he 
worked  on  the  Delaware  Gazette,  the  organ  of  the 
Delaware  Lottery  Company,  and  on  other  journals. 
He  then  returned  to  Tamaqua,  where  he  worked  on 
a  new  paper,  which,  being  destroyed  by  fire,  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  employers.  Finally  engaging  in 
school  teaching  in  Tamaqua  and  Drehersville, 
also  attending  Normal  School,  paying  for  tuition 
out  of  his  savings.  While  here  he  was  married, 
and  for  several  years  after  that  event  continued  his 
teaching,  varied  for  a  short  time  by  publishing  a 
small  paper  called  the  Mountain  Echo. 

The  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  found  him  at  his 
teacher's  desk,  and  following  the  example  of  his 
four  lirothers.  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army.  He 
left  the  army  tin  wounded,  but  suffering  from  disa- 
bilities incurred  by  reason  of  sickness  and  exposure. 
He  then  served  as  clerk  in  a  store,  worked  on  a  coal 
bank,  taught  school,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
express  company  on  the  P.  \r  R.  R.  R.  Co.  He 
finally  bought  the  office  of  the  Tamaqua  Courier. 
in  partnership  with  a  man  who  afterward  killed 
himself,  and  he  then  had  as  a  partner  Robert  Har- 
ris. The  firm  did  a  large  business  for  some  time. 
This  was  during  the  troublous  times  ofthe"Mollie 
Maguires,"  with  the  leaders  of  whom  our  subject 
was  personally  acquainted.  He  was  for  his  utter- 
ances several  times  attacked  by  this  lawless  mob, 
but  never  seriously  injured.  Once  by  his  courage 
and  address,  after  the  murder  of  policeman  Yost, 
he  prevented  further  bloodshed  by  delaying  and 
finally  preventinga  meeting  of  the  murderous  gang. 
After  the  hanging  of  Doyle  for  one  of  his  numer- 
ous murders,  he  was  again  attacked,  but  again 
fought  his  way  out  from  the  infuriated  "Mollies." 
In  tact,  all  through  those  troubles  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania coal  regions  he  was  in  their  midst,  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  leaders  on  both  sides,  and  was 
act  ive  in  upholding  the   law. 

He  continued  publishing  his  paper  in  Tamaqua 
for  seven  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  an 
interest  in  the  Akron  (Ohio)  Argus,  where  he  lost 
all  he  had.  Nut  dismayed,  he  managed  to  get  pos- 
session of  a   small   office   at  Churubusco,   Ind..  but 

•► 


J 

f 


r 


t 


-i    Joseph  n  ii  n  i  v 
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in  Peru,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  died  al  the 
homestead  in  Mendon  Township,  in  June,  1861. 
Mr.  Dutton  contracted  a  second  marriage,  March 
8,  1863,  in  Mendon,  with  Miss  Cordelia  Estes, 
widow  of  Zaccheus  Estes.  who  died  in  Chicago,  111., 
in  September,  1861.  Her  father  was  Seymour 
Boughton,who  died  in  Batavia,  N.  V.  Her  mother. 
Mr-.  Betsy  (Hubbard)  Boughton,  also  'lied  there. 
In  that  place  also  Mrs.  Dutton  was  born  Dec.  7. 
1829.  Other  first  marriage  there  were  four  chil- 
dren— Mary.  Marcus,  Alton  and  Lydia. 

Of  the  present  marriage  of  Mr.  Dutton  there  are 
also  four  children — Emma,  Ella.  William  and  Lee. 
The  daughter  Lydia  became  the  wife  of  Martin 
Langdon,  and  died  in  Menton,  Oct.  7.  1881.  Mar- 
married  Miss  Jennie  Wallace.  Mr.  1).  lias  held 
tin-  office  of  Town-hip  Siq  ervisor  three  terms,  and 
officiated  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  several  years.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  afflicted 
with  partial  blindness,  but  ha-  made  for  himself  a 
good  record  as  an  early  settler  and  an  honest  citi- 
zen. 

ACOB  HEINBACH.  It  hasbeen  remarked  of 
|  this  substantial  old  settler  of  Park  Township 
that  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond;  and 
this  perhaps  is  as  suggestive  ol  the  character 
of  the  man  as  anything  further  which  could  lie  said. 
He  came  to  this  section  of  country  in  its  pioneer 
days,  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  and, 
after  operating  on  this  for  a  time  very  successfully, 
added  to  his  real  estate  240  acres  more.  This 
formed  the  nucleus  of  a  competence  which  he  now 
enjoys,  and,  whenever  he  so  wishes,  he  can  retire 
from  active  labor  with  the  assurance  that  his  declin- 
ing years  may  be  passed  in  ease  and  comfort. 

A  native  of  Columbia  County.  Pa.,  our  sub- 
ject was  born  April  10,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Faust)  Heinbach,  who  wire 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  long  since  passed  to 
their  final  rest.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,   receiving  a  limited  education,  and 


carried  on  farm  pursuits,  with  which  he  had  be- 
come familiar  during  his  boyhood.  He  was 
married  when  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  in  Sep- 
tember. 1845,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Reedy,  who  became 
the  mother  of  three  children,  of  whom  only  one  is 
living.  William,  a  resident  of  Park  Township. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinbach 
emigrated  to  Michigan,  and  in  due  time  settled 
upon  the  land  which  is  now  included  in  their  present 
homestead.  They  labored  with  one  purpose  in 
view  from  year  to  year,  gathering  gradually  about 
them  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  life,  and  as 
the  country  grew  up  around  them,  and  the  wilder- 
ness was  transformed  into  smiling  fields  and  valua- 
ble homesteads,  they  became  the  center  of  a  pleasant 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Their  hos- 
pitable doors  were  ever  open  to  their  friends,  while 
the   needy   stranger  was  never  turned  empty  awa}-. 

Besides  the  property  already  named  Mr.  Hein- 
bach is  a  part  owner  of  a  flour  and  grist  mill.  Upon 
his  first  purchase  he  paid  $100  down,  and  was 
given  four  years  in  which  to  pay  the  balance,  £350. 
He  met  his  notes  as  promptly  as  he  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  meeting  all  his  obligations.  He  met  the 
deepest  affliction  of  his  life  on  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber. 1885,  when  the  faithful  and  affectionate  wife 
and  mother  passed  away  to  a  better  land.  His  life 
has  not  been  free  from  adversity  anil  affliction. 
His  daughter  Elmira.  after  an  illness  of  twenty 
years,  died,  April  10.  1886,  and  thus  within  a  year 
lie  was  deprived  of  the  companionship  of  both  his 
wife  and  daughter.  Mrs.  Heinbach  had  been  a 
great  sufferer  from  a  cancer. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  with 
the  Democratic  party,and  since  that  time  has  given 
his  cordial  support  to  Democratic  principles.  He 
has  never  been  a  member  of  any  church,  yet  has 
been  a  cheerful  contributor  both  to  educational 
and  religious  objects,  and  has  endeavored  in  all 
respects  to  do  good  as  he  had  opportunity.  None 
are  more  worthy  of  a  place  in  a  work  of  this  kind 
than  Jacob  Heinbach. 
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